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PREFACE. 



It w&s ori^nally tbe design of the compiler to have ap- 
pended the writings and epeeohes of Mr. Stewart, as well oa 
BUvery as other topics, to a memoir of his life, now in pre- 
paration. Bat the Tsriety and length of these and-alavery 
prodnotions, and the pecniiar interest with which these 
qnestions are now debated, have induced me to pnblish, some 
entire and some in part, selectionB of his speeches and writ- 
ings relating to that tangled problem, whose present is so 
franght with difficnltj and danger, and whose future 
hangs portentously in cloud. We may hope, I think, that 
if there can be any solution, by mortals, of this great and 
complicated subject, it will be discovered by the earnest gaze 
of miUions of men, noT directed to it. And when an ori^ 
nal thinker like Mr, Stewart, moved by dimnterested 
impulse, and an ardent love of truth, has for yean applied 
the powers of his mind to a conmderatitm of the problem, in 
all its ramifications, it may aid the national diaonudon of it — 
employing, or destined soon to employ, the tongues and peni 
of the whole country — if the opinions and arguments, thus 
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wrought out in the first stage of the controrersf, ahall be 
gathered and givea to the pablio — if right, to triumph, if 
wrong, to suffer overthrow. 

Among the eariieet find most persistent of those who 
enlisted to resist the aggression of the slave power, and to 
combat the injustice of the slave system, a full history of bis 
labors and cooperation, would reveal the thorny path which 
these reformers were obliged to tread, and the mode by 
which the mighty qnestjos, from being generally ignored 
and boned in forgetfiilnesB, has, amid the stormiest oppo- 
ration and the fiercest threats, now at last, in the space of 
twenty-Beven years, loomed np in its gigantic proportions, 
before the anzioas gaze of the Republic and the world. 
But as my object here is to let the argamenta of Mr. 
Stewart etand or fiill by themselves, t have only space to 
give, independent of what may be obtained from the writings 
themselves, s cnrsory view of a few of the prominent events 
of his career, ss connected with this topic 

Those who may read these addresses will be sncprised, I 
doabt not, that the author, in the very opening of the discus- 
sion, shonld have bo fully enrveyed the subject in its length 
and breadth, with a glance at once so compreheumve and 
tainute, and have preoccupied, so thoroug^y, the whole 
field now filled by the advancing debate ; as i^ with bis fear- 
less associates, bearing the standard of the army of Freedom, 
he marched, twenty-seven years ago, as " a moral rtcnUttng 
$trgearU " (for so he styled himself) into the wildemess, and 
firmly planted the entugn upon a summit, around which the 
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Tan are now assembling, bat not yut reached by the on- 
ward hosts. 

In anticipation, therefore, of abiography, not yet complete, 
hereafter to appear, to conaiat of autobiographical sketcheB, 
profeasional speeches and anecdotes, addreaees on Internal 
Improvements, Tariffs, Edncation, and other topics of public 
interest, extracts from journals and correspondence, tem- 
perance orations, and the current narrative of hia life — I have 
arranged and now give to Humanity the following thoughts 
of Alvan Stewart, in its behalf, the promulgation of which, 
in his day, thongh restricted by prejudice from an extensive 
circulation, yet cost liim the sacrifice of popularity, and many 
fidends. 

This statement is due to those who, yet holding the 
author in remembrance, are often inquiring for his Life, and 
who might else suppose this to be the memoir they knew to 
be in progress, instead of, as it is, a single phase of a character, 
broad, catholic and interesting, 

liUTBjat R, Mabbb. 

Hiw ToK, Xav, 18W. 
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ALVAN STEWART. 



PEELmnfAET CHAPTER, 

BY THE EDtrOB. 
ALVAN STEWAET AS AN ANTI-SLAVERY MAN. 

In a great moral contest, the man who, in hia life-time, has 
foaght bravely for what he deemed the right, does not cease 
to battle when he ia dead. The thoughts he forged — his 
moral and intellectual weapons — still lay on the field of action, 
invidug the grasp of those who may succeed him in the con- 
test. Eleven years have gone their rounds since Alvan 
Stewart was removed fi-om bis war&re in the cause of 
human rights, but we shaU find, I think, that no arms since 
wrought, have a keener edge, a heartier stroke, or a more 
ponderous wdght, than those his hands let drop, when he 
oonld lift them no longer. 

Mr, Stewart was, early in life, impressed with the evil of 
slavery, and, in October, 1816 — nearly half a century ago — 
while detained at Charlottesville, Yir^nia, by a personal 
injury, he wrote to his friaid, Jadge Morse, of Cherry 
Viiley; 
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10 ALVAH BTKWABT 

The blacks have oormptod the whites beyond oonoeption, Vir- 
pnia may bid ferewell to Blavery, in time, if the blacks improva by 
ntixtnre for a hundred years, as they have for the lost century. 
Curses on the Dutchman who Bold the first cargo of slBveH at James- 
town, in 1620. 

And when the subject began to be agitated at the Korth, 
about 1833, and the anti-slavery sentiment to assume an 
organized form, Mr. Stewart became convinced that slavery 
was a crime, and that dnty demanded the exercise of all 
legitimate and constitutional efforts to restore the slave to 
his rights and to himself. 

Yielding to the requisition of conscience, he consecrated 
himself to the cause. He organized sodeties, delivered 
addresseB, wrote reports and essays, collected and expended 
money, and travelled far and wide. He was of the most 
active and efficient of those men of the dawn-light, who 
enlisted in the morning of the enterprise. He founded an 
auti-slavery society at Utica, of which he was elected presi- 
dent. But from the beginning, he, and they who acted with 
him, encotmtered the most determined and vindictive op- 
position. The doctrines they ennndated were covered with 
odinm. Every advance was in the face of ridicnle and 
reproach. Threats of personal violence were lavishly out- 
poured. Public feeling was so excited that it was scarcely 
safe for a man to repeat the very words of the fathers of the 
Republic on the subject. But neither he, nor those with 
whom he acted — the very heroes of reform — were to be 
deterred, by any personal condderations, from pnraning what 
seemed tg them the path of dnty ; and, nntJl the close of his 
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AB AH AHTI-BUVKKT UAH. 11 

life, in 1840, vo find him conataot to his firet convictions, and 
sti'CnnonB in his labor to adTanc« them, eqn^y diligent and 
bold, whether amidst applause or menaces, whether in the 
kindred and sTmpathetic circle — small thongh it was — that 
approved him, or ostracized by society and party ; whether 
health gave vigor to his voice and action, or his pen was 
feebly held &om the illness that asstuled him. 

'^Yon mart know," hesajs, in a letter to hia deter, "that in six 
tnonihal have travelled not lees than 6,000 milee in nmning to and 
fro on the earth, pleading for the slave. I have done four times 
more labor for him this year, than in any previous one. God he 
^used, onr canee is doing nobly in Maine, Uaesachnsetta, Ohio, 
Michigan and New York." 

Again he writes ; 

Utku, JTffMntv a, IBO. 
Deab Baiut : 

Sir ; I ought to be extremely thankfol to the Giver of all good, 
to be enabled to «aj, that the month of October just past, in point 
of labor, has been the most &vorable of my life, aa I have been 
enabled to do more than in any other month of my existence, to aid 
tha oaose of man-hood struggling to throw off its thing-Juiod, 
October, with its wild winds, howling tempests, descending rains 
and fhlling snow, disrobing the bygone summer of its qneenly 
attire, to put on the solenm dress for the winter solstice, eeema more 
than any other month, in this latitude, to warn ng of the valne of 
time, its fleetnesB, the brevity of the summer of human lif^ how 
soon all that is bright and beautiful must lie covered with the ahrond, 
and how tmly, with most of us, it may be said, that in the cares and 
sorrows of each single day, we lose Bight of the chief object of eiist- 
ence, nntil the great harvest is past, and at the end of onr journey, 
leam that we have entirely mistaken the right road. The Anti* 
slavery Liberty men of this State have made September and October 
the campaign months, in which the war ag^nst slavery has raged 
with more than its aoonstomed vigor. 
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ALT AX STEW AST 



TBS SLXYSBT MOB OF 1835. 



Upon the annooncemeDt that a meeting of the TTtica 
Anti-davery Society vould be held on the evening of the 
Ilth August, 183S, placards were posted aronnd the city, 
requiring all good citizeiis, who were opposed to interfering 
with the concerns of the South in the rights and privileges 
guaranteed to them by the Constitntton, to attend, ^e 
rumor of an expected riot spread throngh the town. . 

Fear of a aerions disturbance kept some of the members 
of the Bociety away. The house was crowded to eaffocati<ni, 
above and below. Mr. Stewart, the president, delivered an 
address. Bat the puhlio had not yet qtdte reached the coo- 
clnsion, that, in this country, &ee discussion should be 
interdicted, and the evening passed without any attempt at 
violence. 

. Mr. Stewart then drafted a call for a State Convention, to 
be held at Utica, on the 21et of October, 1836, for the pur- 
pose of forming a New York State Anti-slavery Society. 
This call was signed by himself and others, to the number of 
439, in different portions of the State. Upon its announce- 
ment, the people were in arms. Prominent and infinential 
men rushed to the attack. Streams of indignant calumny, 
iroma hundred presses, were poured upon the writer of the 
call and his associates. 

In the county of Oneida, and particalu'ly in Utica, the 
excitemoit was vehement, and deepened in inteoEdty as the 
lame approached. For dayE and weeks before the Conven 
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tion, it was the subject of exasperated coitTersadoD and 
threateniDg dennnciation at every comer. The moBt violent 
passions were aroused i^iunst it, and its projectors. 

On the 16th of October, the Common Council of the City 
of Utica, by a vote of 7 to 4, granted permiseion to the pro- 
posed Convention, to hold its session in the court-rooms At 
the Academy. On the next day a large concourse of many 
of the most respectable citizens of Utica gathered, in indig- 
nation, at the conrt-rooms, to rCJiudiate the action of the 
CounciL Resolutions were adopted, charging the vote to 
be a Sagrant usurpation of power — a direct indignity to 
the good Qtizens of Utica — that the meeting would not 
submit to the disgrace of an abolition assemblage in a pub* 
lie building of the city, reared by the contribution of its 
dtizena, and designed to be used for salutary public objects, 
and not as a receptacle for deluded fanatics, or reckless incen- 
diaries, and that it was the incumbent duty of every dtisen 
to use all lawfbl and proper means to avert the dl^prace 
which would rest on the dty if the Convention were sufiered 
to assemble. 

As the time approadied, great preparations were made by 
tite oj^nents of the Convention to prev^it it. Bullies from 
the Sixth Ward in New York were imported for the oeca- 
moB. Orders were given to grocers to distribute liquors gra- 
tuitously to the mob. A bloody coltision seemed inevitable. 
Bat there were men in this^ reform who knew not fear. Lewis • 
Tappan, of New Tork, who did not intend to be present, 
on hearing that, if he did, he was to be the recipient of a 
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14 ALTAH flteWABT 

coat of tar and feathers, put himBelf to much persocd 
incooTemeDce, that be might be there to witness the per- 
formance. NotwitliBtsndiitg the threatening atorm, the Con- 
vention met, pursuant to the call, at the Second Presbyterian 
Church, 

I^omptly, as the clock stmck the hoar of meeting, it was 
called to order by Mr. Stewart, who addressed the assem- 
blage. He had the entire programme arranged and prepared 
so as to perfect, speedily, Ihe organization of a State AntU 
Slavery Socaety, aad accomplish the basinees portion of the 
meeting, before any disturbance shonld overtake them : Ibr 
it was well known that an ezdted and angry meeting, led 
by ^me of the most influential politicians of the city of 
Utica, indeed of the State, was then in session a block or two 
off, at the Gonrt House, and it was every moment expected 
that that assembly would come, en mcuae, to the church, 
to prevent, by force, the organization of the Convention. 
Through Mr. Stewart's generalship and promptness the Con- 
vention vas oi^anized, the Constitntion he had prepared 
was read and adopted, the ofScers appointed, and the new 
society launched, as an organized body, before the clumsy, 
but furious mob arrived. Wliile Mr. Lewis Tappan was 
reading a declaration of the sentiments of the Convention, 
the force, in the form of a numerous committee of the citi- 
zens of Utica who had been appointed at the Court House 
meeting, entered the church, followed by an enraged mob 
which crowded the building. The committee demanded to 
be heard. The multitude shouted. It was impossible even 
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for a Stentor to lift his v<Mce aboTe the terrific din. Alder- 
man Kellogg, — a man of great personal strength — waa seized, 
Btruck, and hia coat torn to pieces. He proceedings of the 
Convention were drowned in the yellfl, oatha, tread, and rnsli 
of the frantic throng. Mr. Stewart v^nly attempted to be 
heard. Angry menaces at intervals, aa the crowd paused for 
breath, rang throngh the church. The aged secretary, a cler- 
gyman and a Revolutionary soldier, was rudely handled and 
his papers seiKed. The brave old man would not anrFender 
them, but scattered them defiantly in the air. The Conven- 
tion, nnable to proceed in this deafening uproar, adjoamed, 
and the delegates left the hoose amid a shower of threats 
and imprecations. 

" I was standing near Mr. Stewart," says Mr. Storms, " at 
the height of the excitement, and saw a porter, named Mat- 
thews, a canal mraier, and a powerful man, take hold of 
him. Stewart had been long enfeebled by poor health, but 
his dormant muscles waked np at the toach of his assailant ; 
his whole soul seemed in his arms, as He lifted the atoat por- 
ter from his feet and tossed him oS, like a fly. 

It was always a mystery to Matthews how liis strong new 
coat was rent in twtan (unnoticed at the time) aa he was flnng 
from Stewart's giant grasp." 

After the adjournment, the hotels were visited by sections 
of the mob, and the foreign delegates ejected. The exdte- 
ment did not abate. In the evening the mob demolished the - 
Anti-Slavery printing office — destroyed its fuimture, and 
strewed the street with the offending types. Mysterious 
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16 ALYAX arswAxr 

romorB indicated that s night attack vas contemplated apon 
Mr, Stewart's house. 

Mr. Stewart, becomiDg convinced that the mob was in 
earnest in its designs to assail his mansion, went about the 
necessary preparations for defence. Carpenters were imme- 
diately employed ; hasty barricades, consiating of large tim- 
bers, were put np at the doors and windows. A number of 
fiienda were assembled, who were of the right stuff, and fifty 
muskets obtiuned and loaded, and all was ready for action. 
Stewart directed the defences deliberately, but with earnest- 
ness and d^ciuon. One of the members of the c<»ivention, 
&om abroad, who was present, said, " Mr. Stewart, I cant 
stay with yon, I am a peace man." " So am I," replied he, 
" but this house is my castle. It is my duty to defend this 
household, and I shall do it. I am captain of this fort, and 
if they como, I'll mow down fifty of them, in the name of the 
Lord," It became rumored in the town that a corral recep- 
tion at Stewart's house might be anticipated. Scouts were 
sent forth to spy out the position of af&irs. Their reports 
were not favorable to the safety of the enterprise, and the 
contemplated assault was totally abandoned. 

The members of the Convention, the next day, aooepted 
the invitation of Gerrit Smith, Esq., and proceeded some forty 
miles to Peterboro', to continue their deliberations. They 
were pelted on the way with stones, mud, and eggs not of 
the freshest, as they marched, as it were, through an enemy's 
country. 

Such were some of the difficulties which the pioneers in 
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this moTemeat had to meet and oTercome, and such the 
excited state of that public mind on which they wished to 
make an impression. What a change has come over the sen- 
timent of the North, unoo that period I 

I give, in this yolnoie, the speech of Mr. Stewart at this 
Convention, as reported ; for, thongh the sobject had not 
fiilly ripened in his mind, it is yet interesting as one of the 
very leaders of that great discnssion, by tongue and pen, 
which has since ensned. 

In a libel suit, brought by a lawyer, for being charged with 
inciting the mob to assault the Convendon, on its way to 
Peterboro', Mr. Stewart, in summing up for the defence, 
said: 

No opinion is matter of visitation bj a mob. There is no evil so 
great, Imt a mob is greater. It overthrows onr social system. In 
monarolues, the armed soldiery d^aid libert;^. 

Tbisadvocate who complins that the defendant charged him with 
inciting tbe mob to attack the Abolitionists, would destro; northern 
libertj to support slavery. Liberty, it seems, is to be preserved by 
pntiJBg a town in nproar, by banishing 600 people, by driving men 
from their beds, by taking life. 

It was all done to advance Bberty, by this second Cincinnataa — this 
lawyer, and his professional coa^ator, titting up nighti to take care 
of tbe liboty of ^eir oonntry. Kather were they trying to pull the 
rope of the onrfew bell of American freodom. 

These Abolitionists were fleeing &om a mob at Utica ; bnt they ran 
from Scylla to Charybdls— they ran from the giant of mobs, and were 
bronght np by the squadrons of these two captuns of rotten e^s— ' 
these egg-and-mnd marshals. Instead of the deep learning acd pens 
of those two pTcmiting prop* ot the country being employed, to show 
that the Abolitionists were wrong, mod koA eggs were nsed, as a 
safer kind of lo^o In thdr hands, than the artillery of the mind. 
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ThcM men thought that thej ven a portirai of thai nixittrj public 
opinion of the United SUtfia, which goTemora have told jon was the 
medicine to tiring the friends of liherty to their senses. 

George Thompson, then in this country, writes him from 

Dxi£ Sib : 

Tour fftvorof the 22d alt., inviting mo to the New York Con- 
vention to be held on the 21st, is before lae. I hope, God willing, to 
be present. It will indeed be deligbtfnl to meet the friends of the 
glorioQS canse in snch a meeting, for such a purpose. Jiej He who 
mles the elements in the moral as In the physical world grant as his 
presence, and make the Convention, however it may be assuled, the 
mesne of promoting his glory and the interests of the oppressed. 

The call ia noblj signed. The pro-slavery prints maj well be dis- 
concerted. It ia ludicrona to hear the "Journal of Commerce " talk 
of a death etmggle. Had the sapient prognoaticators who manage 
that paper jndged rightly, they would have read that docnment aa 
the annnnciation of the approaehing advent of an infant Hercnlea — 
ord^ned to seize the monater by the throat. 

The State Society, when formed, will be a weighty link in the 
chiun of cansee. 

Hy kind regards to all around. 

Very truly yonra, 

Geo. Thompsoit. 

The Abolitionists tad grown into snch formidalile piopor- 
tions, that Governor Marcy, in his imnaal message for 1836, 
thought fit to administer to them* a severe rebuke. This 
called ont a r^ly from Mr. Stewart, hereafter ^ven, of which 
he thus speaks in a letter to Mr, Tappan : 

Uriu, lia IWmary, ISM. 

Lewis Tafpui, Esq. 

Deab Sm : I venture to introdnoe to yonr considertttion arather 
enily ohild of mine. Ton will find the child in the " Standard and 
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Democrat," printed in tbis dtj, and I intend to send it to Goremor 
Maroy to nwrw. 

To drop a figure, a commncication of BeTen or eight colamns di< 
rected to Mkkj, and signed bytnj name, exhibiting my views of the 
Abolition part of liis turgid message, especi^7 on the Conrtitation 
of this State and of the Union, which two Constitntioiu ftimiah the 
highest defence against all asuinlts, if yra can have the benefit of 
them. I tmat that I have been so fortnnate as to present some few 
views on the CoDstitntions which are neither threadbare nor hack- 
ncjed, which will not impede, if they do not hasten, the canse we love. 
The production is intended to prevent legislation hj this State. I 
have no mcana of mnltiply ing copies beyond the single edition of a 
newspaper; perhaps it is well I have not. 

Bat if oar Execntive Committee ahonld think it might aid as in 
preventing legislation in this State, or anywhere else, they are wel- 
come to use it in any shape or form tbey please. 

I think it onr dnty to express oar notions on Constitntional Law, 
as well as onr adversaries ; it is all on ow aide. 

TheodoreWeldislectnring, andhasbeenforfonrnights,ia tbelfob- 
Conveation-Chnrch, in Utica, to the admiration of hondreds. The 
bonsc is strained every nigbt. He will stay here till March. Not a 
dog wags hia tongue, mob-like, against na. The days of mobs are 
gone by. Mr. Weld is one of the most astoniehing men of the age. 
He is logic and eloqaeoce. 

We are gaining ; onr cause goes forward with great sncoess. 

Mr. Weld will go, in March, and lecture two or three weeks In 
Bochester, and then, alter that, two or three weeks in Bnffalo, and 
then return to this county and make this county the head-quarters 
of his efforts for some time. 

jt?^ew Jersey and this State will be the two States, if any, which 
will pass lawa abridging onr rights. I feel it, therefore, onr dnty to 
throw every obstruction twfore their despotic wheels in onr power. 

Please lay this before your Executive Committee. Accept of the 
awurauces of my moat affectionate est«em and Christian respect for 
yonrself and coa^ntors in the canse of humanity. 
Your friend. 

Altar Stkwaxt. 
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Alvan Stewart was an imdonbted abolitioniBt — that in 
to mj, in &Tor not only of the non-eztmsion of slavery, but 
of its abolition. Yet great misappt^eiuriffla preraiU on this 
enlgect. It ynB. not be found, I think, that he ever advo* 
cated any infiingement on the rights of ihe Sonth — ^that he 
was of those (as all <^olitioniat» seem to be stcpiKwed to be) 
who would endeavor, by force, to interfere with the condi- 
tion of afifUTB at the South — that he derared to violate any 
syllable of the Constitution, He stood by the CMiBtatatioa 
of the Union — by the XTnion itself— with all his might. He 
considered that inatnunent as a document of liberty, and 
held that slavery was centrary to its benign provirions. His 
arguments, to prove this, are now given to the public ; and. 
it m%ht not be hazardous to prophesy, that, though 
delivered in their time, in the &oe of party rancor, and 
amidst the sneers of the body of the people, saved from 
extinction only by the genius with which he invested them, 
they will, if not by the present, yet by some future gene- 
ration, come to be regarded as displaying the clearest 
inuf^t, and giving the loftiest interpretation to that great 
compact of the people of the States, 

He lent no countenance to that radicalism which lifts ita 
sword against the government of the country. 

What the Constitution does mean, how its various provi- 
flions are to be construed, are, surely, le^timate subjects 
of debate. Men have not always agreed, do not now 
f^p^e, 88 to this constmction. Chief Justice Marshall owes 
his renown to his judicial bonstrnction of portions of this 
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i, 
instnuneut, and DaiucJ. Webster, in its discassion, added 

new lanrels to his brow aa a great forensic orator. Those 
of ita provieious, whiob, on the one ride, are supposed to 
prove that that doonment acknowledged slavery, and, on 
tbe other, were claimed to make it a document of liberty, it 
was the desire of Mr. Stewart to disonss, to bring np ibr fidr 
aod Ml confdderatioii b^ore the minds of the American 
people, and that they sbonld render their boneet verdict 
thereon, at the ballot-box. 

It was not always the fortune of Mr. Stewart to agree, on 
every point, with all those who have assodated with him in 
onalaoght upon slavery. Small as was this little band, and 
bopeless as seemed the enterprise to their united strength, 
yet it was disturbed by factions, and its eSbrts distracted 
uid weakened ; disagreements occurred as to the best modes 
of proseonting the object they had at heart. 

The question of political action was a fire-brand in the 
camp J Uirown there by the fearless hand of Mr, Stewart. 
This qaestion, frnit&l of discord, was, whether this little 
knot of men, with voice so weak as to be scarcely audible 
amidst the din of contending politick parties, should 
attempt to stand up alone, and assert its independence? 
Was the basiH broad enough ? Would they not be crushed 
between the two great parties of Whigs and Democrats, into 
wJiich the nati<m, North and South, was nearly eqnaQy 
divided ? With many, the ties of party were so old and 
strong, and the association so dear and enduring, that they 
coold not be broken. Others believed that the true policy 
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was to keep itloof from all party action and Bssodation, and 
BO awaten oppoaition from neither, but woo the affections 
of both. Bat Mr. Stewart, early in the history of this more- 
ment, became cooTinced that the Anti-Slarery canse could 
make itself Jelt, only when its advocates shonld arise and 
stand np between the two great political parties, distinct 
and independent, and Beiiing, with a controlling hand, the 
balance of power, fihoold direct it to the achievement of tbe 
great object at which they aimed. But, before patting 
forth these views, he was compelled to wut for the time to 
ripen. When he did advance them, he met with oppoaition, 
even in his own ranks. Independent of the world's ant^^on- 
iam, he had much to strive with in his straggles for con- 
science sake. He was the great originator and champion of 
the doctrine of pohtical action. He did not despair, hot 
continued to portray the great good that woold result from 
brining the subject of emancipation into the political 
arena. 

Some, in the AntirSlavery party, set up a creed of nineteen 
propositions, and sought to make a compliance with them 
all a test 'of oommanion. But Mr, Stewart atrennonsly 
opposed this. He thought it calculated to divide, weaken 
and destroy. 

" I believe," a^d he, " that we bave qnit« enongh, in the enforc«- 
' ment of our one idea, to emploj all the moral and political CHpital we 
poBs«ss — that those who are anxiooa to ooDanme time, in the oonsi- 
deration of other topics, sa a part of the abolition crusade, and feel 
especially bound to place free trade or tarifi^ as a good or an evil to 
be obtained or r^eoted, in the same oatalogoe with the liberty or 
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alaveiy of three millione of men, will do well to (More another room 
where they can amnse those who s^rmpathize with them, rather than 
pain and distract those who have no taste for nineteeo nndettakinga 
until thej have some eridence of their power to accomplish oira. 

" If you have attetoptod to tear ont one stomp from yonr field, bjr 
your oxen, lerer and screw, and could not raise it, will joa not pat 
on more oxen and thus increase the power? Oh, no. Bay these gen- 
tlemen, if jon cannot nproot the stamp with the strength you pos- 
sess, then, bj all means, hitch on to eighteen other great oali and 
hemlock stumps, at the same time, and it will be sura to come. 
Apply yonr ciphers to this rult 0/ tAr««, and let ns know — if ten yoke 
of oxen cannot cause the roots of this stnrdy stamp to forsake their 
ancient bed, how many yoke will it require to upheave tJiis and 
eighteen others, at the same tjme? 

"Men diSer in their belief, when they attempt to make a creed, in 
pri^iortion as they multiply the namtier and elements of discord. 
And it has always been fonnd a great achievement in a reformation, to 
reduce the nndertaking to a single object ; for, as sabordinate sob- 
jecta are iucreaseil, the best friends fall ont by the way, as to the 
means of proeeeating the main design. 

" Irisli Emancipation was carried alone, about 1835, after the labor 
of a qoarter of a centnry. The English Beform Bill was carried in 
1832^, after tbe nation had struggled for it for more than a centarj. 
West Indian Emancipation triumphed in 1888, after a terrible com- 
bat in the pnblic mind. The redootionof Britdsb postage was achieved 
abont 1640, and the abolition of the com laws effected in 1846, after 
an unparalleled commotion. Now, had these five qaestions been 
yoked together — embodied in a creed— men withhoMing their vote 
for candidates, onless, like a jury, they were onanimons upon all tiiese 
topics, all would have failed. Oar Mends in England have only 
accomplished these glorious objects, by doing one thing at a time. It 
Is here, as there, the only key to saccess." 



Mr. Stewart did not believe it to be the duty of the dti- 
zena of the free States to pursue and surrender fligitivfl 
slaveB. In a letter relating to this subject, he says : 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



-24 ALTAII BTEWJlKT 

"The JDiy trial law is not repealed ; and if it were, I defy the 
slaveholder to obtain a slave from central New York. I defy him, 
thon dost defy him, he, Bbe or it defies him, we defy him, ye or you 
defy him, they and all defy him. We defy him in every mood and 
tenae of the English language." 

The Rer. John Pierpont writes to bim ; 

Mt iieabSib: 

I have long owed yon a letter of acknowledgment and tfaaoka 
for yoar very kind, gratifying, oomplitnentary, aympathizinft amnting, 
honest and flattering letter of 14th Novemher laat I did, when I 
first received it, aa I do now, most heartily thank yon for it. It waa 
BO encouraging — it ezpressed snoh a downright, hearty sympathy in 
my poor efforts and my pretty hard trials, that it waa like simshine 
to me after a long northeaster. Thank yon, my dear sir. It was good 
per M, and it was, and is, especially good, considered in relation to the 

' MrifcB and struggles that both the writer and th« vHtten to have to 
pass through in these stirring and sifting times. 

And now, my dear sir, allow me to return you my thanks, also, 
for the speech jon made before the Yonng Men's Anti-Slavery 
Bodetj, et«., at Albany, last month. The first sentence in the report 
of that speech is a volume. The events of every day that has passed 
over OS (dnce the Hloral reforms — temperance and anti-slavery — ^have 
been started in thi4^,juntry, go to confirm not only the truth of the 
remark that "a nation may lose its liberty iil a day, and not miss it 
in a hundred years"— but the application of that troth to onr own 
abnaed end blinded country. Waa there ever a country bo blessed, 
and, at the same time, so cursed, as is ours! — so blessed of God — bo 
onreed by the Bvorioe and servility of man? "What Samsonian 

' strength the young giant mast have in his hack and muscle, that he 
can stand up as he does with slavery— that "old man of the Be8"7- 
npon his shonlders, end that he can get along as he does with such a 
aea of rum to wade through- and keep himself alive even, covered 
over as the poor fellow is with leeches of office from the crown of hig 
head to the soles of his feet. My dear sir, can he atand np muoh 
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longer, think jel I do not oA can he Btond np a Jite jomig giant 
—that ia ont of the qneation. Free he is not Free he has not been 
Ibr je&ra. Bnt con he Btasd at all, and bear mnch longer the wmgfat 
of big own chuna t From all hia curses, bom mm and alaveij, and 
what ia eqnlTaleDt to both and the cause and &ther of both — hia own 
avarice and immoralitj^ — maf theBnler of the nations ere long send 
him a good deliverenoe t 

I Imow, mj iUend, that I need not exhort j'on to go on in the 
course that yon have marked ont for yourself. "Fight the good 
fight of futb," in jonr own most excellent waj. Give no qnarter. 
I*t yonr good old broadsword split 'em down from chin to chine ; 
spare 'am not till they cry for quarter. I suppose that then the 
tendeme«s <tf yonr natnre will not allow yon "thrice to slay the 
slain." I tbwik the God whom yon serve, that yon have so mnoh 
of this world's goods that Qie foes of freedom, of Gkid, and of oold 
water, cannot starve jou by thrnsting yon ont of yonr stewardship, 
npon the cold world, to dig or beg, as they are trying to, me. 
Believe me truly, 
Tour friend, 

JSO. PlUPONT. 

Whittier writes : 

mnm, IBH M la., IMl 
If T MtAX FBatns : 

Thon hast donbtlefts already seen by the " Cmancipator & Free 
American " that we have declared onr determination to secnre) if 
posaible, thy attendance at our Convention of Liberty at Boston, on 
the ISth of next month ; and I now, in behalf of the Liberty party 
of MassBohnsetts, and in accordance with ipy own feelings, earnestly 
invite thee to bo with ns on that oooaaion. 

The legislature of the State will be in session, and onr evening 
meetings will be held in the State Honse. We mtist have thee with 
ns. We shall have a mighty gathering from all parts of the State — 
and we want thy voice among ns uplifted in the name of God and 
humanity. Do not disappoint ns. Thy attendance at the Worcester 
Convention was of immense service to ns. I do not say this by way 
offlattery; aUofnaknoTithere. There is uiioteBse desire to hear 
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tbM, and thou wilt lure »wsh tn asdienm as eonld not be gctbfnd 
alMwhere in tbe TlDion. ' 

Fl«aM write me & line on receipt of thii^ infonniDg me whether 
Qma ahalt be able to come. Once more let me a^nre thee to let no 
null matter provent thee from compljing with onr reqacet In the 
langoage of Obinese diplomacj— I hope thou wilt connder this—" a 
■peoial edict I and obe^ acoMilinglj," 

With kind regards for thy Samilj, I no, as eyer, thj friend, 

Jsmx G. WBtmEB. 

A correspondent of the " PreM " writea : 

In an Anti-SlaTerj OoDTentioD, held at Port Byron, New York, 
in 1942, in the midst of a speech of Hr. Bradley, the door of tiie 
chnrch in which the convention was held waa opened noislesdy, 
and there appeared the tall, straight fignre, and pale, grave &ce of 
the slave's friend, Alvan Stewart. The apontaneona and tmiversal 
bnrat of applause, from the entire audience, well indicated the im- 
presnon left by his eloquence upon their hearts daring his visit 
among OS last winter. Upon being called upon, he arose and made 
one of his hest speeches. What a wonderful faculty he has to hold 
a snlject np before his audience — what qnaint sayings and nn^ 
paralled oomparisonsl At one instant his audience wonLd be roll- 
ing with langhter, which would soon give place to sobs and griet 
Never did I witnewi a greater manifestation of his honest, holy 
fueling, than when he alluded to his large meeting, at Fgrt Defiance, 
OS the Uanmee, in Ohio, but a few weeks since, under the " Old 
OounoU Oak," This venerable monarch of the forest had, he siud, 
from time immemorial, ^n the shelter of the various Indian tribes, 
who for oentnriee had mef nnder its spreading branches, for council, 
in peace or war. While alluding to the fact that^ in that honored 
place, the citizens <rf Fort; Defiance were assembled to listen to hia 
stories of the poor slave's wrongs, his whole sonl was stirred within 
him, and a flow of tears hurst from his eyes, prodncing a correspond- 
ing feeling thron^crut the audience. 

Williflm Goodpll, than whom no one is more familiarly 
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aoi|a^ted -with the progress of the Anti-Slavery tnoTemeiit, 
inites: 

If yon will permit me, I viQ take the libertf to SDggest two or 
three things wherein Mr. Stewart wae of most eaeential Mrrioe to 
the oanse of il«edom. 

1. He was the Jtnt to insist, eamestij-, in onr consnltstioiu, in 
oommitteea and elsewhere, on the neoei^t; of forming a distinct 
political party to promote the abolition of davery. Yon will find 
notice of this on page 468 of ray bistor; of "Slaver; and Anti- 
Slaver;." At this time, Mr. Stewart stood alone on the BaeontiTe 
Committee of the New York State Anti-Slavery Society, at TJtica, in 
advocating the measure. Gerrit Smith, as president of tiie society, 
and member of our Exeontive Committee, was at that time (Feb., 
1B39) opposed to it, nor was I, myself, as one of the committee, 
and as editor of the "Friend of Man," the society's organ, prepared 
to advocate the measure. President Beriab Green shared also in the 
hesitancy of the rest of the committee. Myron Holley, at a convention 
in September of the same year, introdaced a resolntjon and address 
in favor of a distinct party (Hist. p. 470) ; hot Mr. Stewart had pre- 
vionsly done mnch to prepsre abolitionists for that movement. So 
that the Liberty party, the Free-soil party, the Free Democracy, and 
the Republican party — whatever may be said of their varying plat- 
forms and policy — aU owe their ori^ to AUan Staeart, in the 
first place, and to Myron EoUey afterward, more than to any other 
men. Mr. Stewart presided at the Albany Convention, 1st April, 
1840, at which the Liberty party was organized.- Gerrit Smith by 
lliat time had become ready to coSperate in the measnre. 

2. Alvan Stewart was the first to elaborate a compact argument 
in defence of the doctrine that the Federal GoTernment had consti- 
tutional power to abolish slavery in the slave States. Though Mr. 
Stewart based his argument solely upon one single clanse of the 
CoDStitntion (Amendments, Art. Y.), yet hie argument was exten- 
sively regarded a triumphant one, and the debate it elicited among 
abolitioniata gave rise to a number of elaborate discussions of the 
mtijeot in pamphlet form afterwu^ The great change of senti- 
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ment alreadj perMptible, and OtE in jvogreM, ooncerniiig tii* bear- 
ing of the federal Coostitation on slAvery — a chaiige destined, per- 
bspi, to reToiationiie the national polio; — is largd; attribatable to 
the labors of Alvan Stewart in 1837-8. 

To yov, sir, I ma/ add mj conviction, that, in pioDeering tbve 
two measnrea— (1) a distinct political party ; (2) a natiimal poUof 
directlf and positivel;' agairut slaver; — to the extent of ita utter 
extirpation, Mr. Stewart ha* laid a foundation for a repntati(»i as 
endnring as the cause of ireedom in America. Whether bis meaMireB 
are ever adopted or not, iMpropMoi of them belongs not leea to tbe 
historj of the coontr; than to his otrn bi(^[niphy, and should be 
made prominent in both. 

8. I oDgbt to add, that Alvan Stewart, as chsiiman of the Exeoa- 
tive Ckimmittee of tbe New York State Anti-SIaverr Sooiet;, at 
Dtica, rendered qaite as efiecUve serricea in deriung plans, ws7fl, 
means and appliances, for propogating anti-alavn; eentim^ita, and 
imtjating anti-slaver; organizations, and rendering tliem effeotive, 
as he ever did in his public ^eeohea, debates, and writings. No mm 
out of the Execnttve Committee could bare an; adequate knowledge 
of bis labors in this department, nor due appreciation of their im- 
portance in the promotion of onr oanse. In 1SS6, he threw np hia 
extensive and lacratiTe law- praotioe, to devote himself to the ona 
grtat cause, of which he regarded the then three and a half milliou 
of slaves bia diraet clients, and the entire American people, their 
liberties and their national prosperity, as indireoti;, and yet in 
reality involved. 

Kot oU tbe plans and pn:>}ects of Ur. Stewart were aooepted and 
adopted by the Executive Committee. Perhaps tome of them may 
have been chargeable with the " eocentrioily " with which bis bril- 
liant genins was marked. Not all of them that were adopted 
worked as bq}pily as might have been desired. But enoagh of 
tbem, either modified or unmodified, in committee, did w far soo- 
oeed, as to entitle htm t« the credit I have given bim, and to th« 
gratitade of the oonntry. 

No part of my life do I remember with more pleasare than my 
(ociol intercoorM and pnblio labors with Alvan Stewart. Somft- 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



AS iS AKn-SLAVXBT KAX. 39 

tte«s ire have earnestlj differed front each other a» earneat men 
win, inteit on « oommoa cttnee. Bat none of those differenoes ever 
leasened mj esteem for him, and admiration of him. 

Much as I enjoyed, at the time, those brilliaat Bcintillations of vH, 
«Ioqawoe, pathoH, hanor, and eccentric thought for which he was 
M Ter^- remarkable, and which so enlivened the soual couTersatioQ 
and the pnhlio speeches of Mr. Stewart, mj mrniory is not as reten- 
tive of th^n, in detail, a> of the more serions points of argn- 
m«it, opinion, sentiment, plans and measures which it was mj 
"privHege to discuss with him, in oonsnltaUons, in committees and 
otlierwlae, for the promotioD of the objects we were' intent upon 
pr«moting. Kor am I as well qualified to relate, effeotivelj, hia 
■allies of wit and hamor, which I do partlj remember, as I ought to 
'bo, to pve them their fall force. I will cndeaTor, however, to 
reoaU uid to sketch a Tery few of them. 

Sometime in ISSfi or T, ilr. Stewart earnestly defended a coopla 
of colored boys^ arrested at tJtica as fo^tives from slavery in Yir- 
glaia. The Iwya in some way got tree, and made good their escape 
to Oanada. Unoh excitement was occasioned, and the pro-slavery 
presses of the North eierted themselves to throw odiom npon Mr, 
Stewart ior his part^eipancy in the affair. The sonthern papers 
copied the inflammatory statements and comments of their northern 
sUies, and the name of Alvan Stewart was execrated hf the slave- 
oorats from Mune to Geoigia. In the midst of all this, Mr. Stewart 
reodved a letter from the old lady in Virginia, to whom, according 
to the statotes of Yir^ia, the boys belonged. She thanked Mr, 
Stewui for his kindness to her boys, who, she said, had escaped 
flwm Yii^nia, with her approbation. They had been pnrsned 
by her nephews, her presumptive heirs, who were intending to 
adl them to the &r Sonth, as soon as the old lady shonld die. This 
etatemenf aooorded precisely with the story Mr. Stewart had 
fedeired from the colored boys. 

It was in reference to the same or a 'similar effort of Mr. Stewart, 
that he received a lett«r of hearty commendation from another lady 
In Virginia, whose husband was a slaveholder, and a strong pro- 
alavery roan. She infbrmed Mr. Stewart, that soon after the recent 
birth of her eldest son, she had ordered her carriage and had driven 
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a ooD^orabls disUnoo with her babe, to a D^gbborliig parish, and 
had him christened bj the aome of Alvan Stewsrt, maoh to the 
astooiBbmeDt of Che parHou, the andienofi, and, aft^ward, of her 
hnsband, when he learned what had been donel That Vir^ion 
Ahan Stewart, if now living, is nearlj old enough to vote aa bis 
mother vonld doubtless counsel him. In oonTentioDS Mr. Stewart 
sometimes told the story in answer to the qQealion—"Wh7 don't 
yon go to the South to preach yonr abolition!" He thonght he mw 
going to the Sonth, most effectnally, by working at home. 

In Alvan Stewart's day, it was thought a knock-down argnmmt 
against an Abolitionist to ask whether be wonld be "witling to have a 
vhite man marry a "nigger." One day, in a large convention, vhile 
AlTan Stewart was speaking on some resolution, he was isterrapt«d 
by a pert yonng gentleman, neatly attired, with the stereotyped qnca- 
tion. Mr. Stawart replied, in a polite and dignified nuum^, explain- 
ing that Abolitionists only asked that colored persons ahonid oijoy 
the protection of law like other persons, and be secured in the exer- 
cise of thdr inalienable lights. Abolitionltta had never set themselves 
up to be matchmakers, had never nndertakm to determine who peo- 
ple shonld marry. With this explanation he attempted to resnme Hie 
thread of Ms disconrse, Bnt the qnestioner was not satisfied. He 
repeated the qnestion agtun, and, with an air of trinmph, demmided 
an explicit answer. Stewart strughtened himself, and stood, ai in 
an attitude of deliberation. "Well," a^d he, "since the gentleman 
is BO anxious to have the question distinctly answered, although, as I 
have Biud, It does not belong to the Abolition question, I will frankly 
state my own poution on the enbjeot. Let me then say to the gtti- 
tleman that if he shonld fall in love with a colored g^l, and shonld 
find that he could not be happy without her, / thouid inttrpeu no 
oijeetioM to tht narrioffe." This was said with a sober and innocent 
look, as if the speaker really supposed the questioner was anxioDs to 
get his consent to such a connection. The honse rotu-ed with laugh- 
ter, at the expense of the pert yonng gentleman, who seemed annihi- 
lated. Bnt there Alvan Stewart stood, as sober as a judge, withoni 
relaxing a mnBole. After the tumult had robsided, he turned to th<> 
yonng man, with the same innocent, sober countenance, saying ; " Is 
my yonng friend relieved of bis anxiety!" Another roar, looderand 
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naore ^(d(»g«d flun tlia flnt, used np what tiiere wu left of ths Id- 
terrogator. 

Alvaa Btevart waa neTer more ia his el«m«it than when, on the 
platfiwm of ft large and oithnBiastio anti-slavery oonvention, he 
pleaded for contribntioDa and rabacriptiotH of fiinda for the Eieontive 
Oomnittee, to carry on the cause. This advocacy was atwayg as- 
■igned to him, and he executed fail office in a manoer pecoliariy hia 
vwu. After atating the principlea, measorea exid olgects of the So- 
ciety, and the aaea it had for fenda to eiutun leotorers and preaoea, 
and to print and drotdste tracts, eta, he wonUtiegintocaUforsnb- 
BoriptioiiB and donationt in & crtjrle reeembUng that of an snotioneer, 
calling for Inda. "Who will be the first to snbecribe tlOOt" If a 
lower Bum vu offered, he woold say : " Wait, we mnst have the . 
(100 men flrsL" Oolledon, in the mean time, would be paasing 
BTonnd the room to take names and moneys. One after another in 
the aaaembly would rise and annoonoe their names and Uie Mima th^ 
would giTC ; Alvan ^«wart, at the sune time oontinojng bis appeda, 
intermpted constantly by the announcement of luunes, residenoea, 
and nima in process of being reichoed on the platform, noted down 
by the seeretariea, and handed up, in bills or pencilled pledges, by Uie 
reoeivero. AlraiL Stewart's ear caught every name, and his lips 
retnmed thanks to each donor by name — all commingling with his 
imploring appeals, witty conceits and original remarks. Bach a med- 
ley of patbot and pnus, .of demonstration and drollery, mortal ears 
never befbre heard. The attempt, by any other man, would have 
aeemed a satire— a broad farce. But in the hands of Alvan Stewart, 
all went to make np a aymmetiical whole — sympathy and assistance 
for the riave. "Thank yon, Ur. A., in the name of all that ia abo- 
minable in stavny." "Twenty dollars from Ur. C." "Thankyon, 
Hr. O., in the name of all that is precious in humanity." " Ten dol- 
lars from Mr. D." " Thank yon, Mr. D., in the name of all that is 
sacred in hrfy justice." "Thirty dollars fk'om friends in Tonawanda." 
"Thanks, kind iHends, in the name of ell that is dismal in the Tooa- 
wanda swamp." And to he wonld go on, by the half hour or hour, 
yobody WBB tired. The footing np of the snbscriptious and the 
counting of the bills oonvinoed every one that none but Alvan Stew- 
art oonld hsTo raised one half tiie amonnt. On one occasion a liberal 
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donation cwming from Ur. Hill—" Tlie Lord blew Ur. Hill," mU 
Stewtst, " may he grow to be a Urge monnt^iL" 

" AbolitionisU," Boid Ur. SMwart, "a» tbe moit grsteftil p«opl« 
in the world. They make more aooonDt ot imall fitvors than aay 
other people living. They are like country shi^eepen who wind 
np their advertisementa with, ' The amalleet &Ton grateftally acknow- 
ledged.' " Tbia he said in gentile reproof <tf the too eaaycrednlil^ of 
Abolitioniats, in. giving credit to the half'Way concetdona and profoi- 
Aona of political men who Booght anti-alavery auffragea on the groond 
of compliances, of little or donbtfdl practical valnc, and who Urea 
anbinitted to compromiaea, incompatible, ae he beliered, with tbeir 
principles as Abotitdonists, and &tal, in the cod, to their locceM. 
To some who said, " Half a loaf is better than no bread," he would 
reply ; " That depends on whether yon get the helf-ioaf or lote it, and 
whether what yon do get be wholesome nntriment or poison." To 
opposers who called Abolitioniata "mm ijf one «f«i," he would aay, 
it was more creditable to have otie nieh idea, than to have all the 
'ideas that ever floated npon the brdn of a pro-slsTcry man. 

I was riding with Stewart, to attend an anti-alavery convention, Onr 
road led through a thriving village, in which waa nlargenunnbotor- 
ing eBtaUiahment, npon which, beaides the principal eign, waa the in- 
scription " Power to Ut" meaning water or steam power. " Power 
to let /" escl^med Stewart ; " yes, Abolitionists have got power to 
let — anrplnsage of argoment to spare — motive poaer enough — moral, 
political, reli^oQB, economical, and pbilaatfaropic — to aholiah all the 
slavery in creation, and all the other cursea and abominations of 
which the human mind ever conceived. Yes, if every planet in the 
solar syston were inhabited, and disgraced with alavery ; if every fixed 
atar in the firmament were the centre of a planetary system, and every 
planet thereof inhabited with slaveholders and slaves, Abolitionista 
have got motive power to spare sufficient to break the fetters of every 
. alave in the nniverse. Yes, Abolitionists may advertise. ' Power to 
Ut .'' And yet," he added ailer a panse, " it remaina to be seen who- - 
ther pro-slavery priests and politicians haven't got stupidity and self- 
ishness enoQgb to resist it all." In the Convention the next day the 
andienoe had the benefit of the idea. 

During the log-cabin fiiTore that carried the election in favor of 
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a«D. BarriBtm, Ur. Stewart Mid he expected that onr next Fretdden- 
tial canTsas would prodooea candidate to be Hnpported on the gronnd 
*Xt hi* sot living in an; honee at all, hnt borrowing, like a wood- 
divok, in a hole on tiie hill-side. 

It ia diffionlt to repeat effectivelj Ur. Stewart's pecDlior ujinga. 
The manner, the tone, the air, the expreeaion of countenance, are all 
^wanting. And wo, for the most part, are the eeeatiom and the duign 
of bis Baling them. In respect to the pvblieatum of many of tbem, 
ie might say if living — as the clei^yman did to a committee who 
q>plied to him for a copy, for the press, of an eloquent sermon he 
]kad jnet preached, during a thunder-tlorm — "I^" said he, "yon 
will agree to print the thnnder and lightning along with it, I will 
gite yon a copy." 

Saya Gerrit Smith, in a letter of May 2d, 186?, to the 
writer: 

" Mr. Stewart was emphatically a man of genins. I never knew 
one more so. He was a man of great thoughts. I never knew one 
of greater. Be was a man, too, of veiy tender heart. His pity for the 
poor and oppressed was very deep. Above all he was a Christian. 

"I knew Ur. Stewart well. We were friends for many years. I 
admired him and loved him." 

It may be thought that Mr. Stewart Rometimes dealt in 
langaago too harsh and nncourteous ; that he should have 
denounced slavery in a more delicate and silken phrase. 
Bat it will be rcxaembered in palliatioD, if palliation be 
needed, that he was roughly nsed by the advocates of the 
system he was opposing; that all the vitaperation of onr 
vocabulary was hurled against him ; the shafts of ridicule, 
the bolts of anger, the arrows of fierce dennuciation, all the 
Blanders that malice could invoke—nay, that words were not 
the only weapons that rattled on bis shield — that his pops. 
2* 
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Isrity vas sapped, persecntion was started on his trac^ 
ostradsm attempted, and infuriated mobs yelled around his 
house. ■ A man imder such drcumstauces may not be held to 
the striot civilities of debate. Strange would it be if some 
strong expreauons, not domidled in boudoirs, should at times 
escape him. 

Bendes, it was no poetical or dainty task he had in hand. 
He was not to desoribe a landscape or paint a rose. He saw 
this monster evil lifting high its awiul form and shadowing 
the land. He felt it to be hta duty, however great the 
disproportion in the power of the antagonists, to fight to the 
utmost. Sudi a conflict was one of earnestness, in whieh 
there was no time to weigh sentences, or balance courtesies, 
or bring forth bis argument with " By your leave," If the 
slave trade on the high seas was Justly denounced as a 
"jtiracy " by the international laws of Christendom, justiJy- 
ing a yard-arm punisbment ; if the pages of our own federal 
statutes confirmed in this respect the opinions of the civilized 
world, he saw no reason why the same language was not 
-equally applicable, in principle, to the same trade between 
the States or in the States, I have not softened the language 
he has choaen in the speeches and writings I have compiled ; 
for it is only by preserving hia exact phraseology that a 
just and truthfiil idea can be obtained of the man as he was. 

That, in his years of labor on the questions of peace, of 
temperance and slavery, he was impelled by the purest and 
most earnest convictions, by the liveliest sympathy, and by a 
devout religion, those who saw bim daily, who heard his 
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fiuniliar cooTersation from mom till eve, who never observed 
the slightest evidence of apathy or insincerity, who witnessed 
the heroic and concentrated energy with which he sacrificed 
health and wealth and fame upon the altar of philan- 
thropy, are sorely well qualified to jndge and most sacredly 
believe. 

The change in the conduct of the world toward him, 
upon the annonncement of his temperance and anti-slavery 
sentiments, was marked and striking. Before that time he 
had been much courted, feted, admired. But soch was the 
extreme odlom attached to the causes his convictitHM com- 
pelled him to espouse, that even Aia great general popularity 
fell before it ; and be became the target, for many years, for 
all the poisoned arrows of intemperance and slavery. Andit 
was in sastwiing himself under this great reverse of pnblic 
sentiment toward him, and, for many years, to the day of his 
death, breasting the tide of public ridicule, vituperation, 
and, in maay instances, malignity, and porseveringly, labori- 
ously, doing what he thought to be his duty with unflinching 
firmness and untiring energy, that his character stands out in 
boldest reliei^ and limns itself upon the canvas in colors 
most enduring. 

One of the greetings which have come to me during my 
work will, I am sure, be gladly read by those who remember 
how the writer of it — Theodore D. Weld — held increasing 
audiences at fever pitch, with his flashing eye, his clarion 
tones and marvellous eloquence, without manuscript or note, 
fgr si^en successive eYenjngs, in the very church from 
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which the AnU-Slavery Convention had been, bnt a fttw 
months before, forcibly expelled. 

"Bigbt heartitf glad am I." Mys Ur. Weld, "that a memoir of 
Alvan Btewart is to be published, and that jcni >re to write it The 
world would be cheated out of its own, if the good and great in Alvao 
Btewart were to be left in the otutodj- of tradition, snitiect to all its 
distortions and dilations, . . . 

" I never saw him in private life, except once at hie own table, a 
part of anoTttiiDg, at his hoase when it was fall -of oompanj; and 
now and then as wa shook hands, and spoke a word of obeer to attoh 
other, in onr hnnyings np and down, driving the bmnt of the anti- 
■laverj oonfllet. 

"FenioDallj I knew him lea* than I knew anj other of tbo most 
prominent anti-slaverj men of New Tork oi^, and State. Yet I 
knew enongh of htm to imprew me profoundly with the eonviction 
of hb rare powers, eihanBUew Tersatility ; that marvel of hnmor, 
ever fresh, ever at flood tide, and ever hit own— those batteries of 
wit, Inm]' and uroasm alwayi in plaj, ever7 shot telling, and never 
leaving one the less in the looker — that power with the ' rediutic ad 
aiturdvm' in argument, in wbioh he had no peer; bnt better for 
tlian all, that depth of pathos, those ontwclling sympathies^ never 
at ebb : that ever yearning heart-ache for the wronged, that moral 
oonrage that always dared yet never knew it dared; all these, with a 
kindred host come thron^g aroand me at the thought of Ah»it 
Stattofft. BleauDgs on his memory. His worlu do follow him." 

And when Mr, Stewait was removed, by death, from his 
labors in this caoae, the following evidence of the estimation 
in which he was held, by the friends of reform, appeared as 
his obitnary : 

Tt Is with pdn that we learn that Alvan Stewart is no more 
among the living throng of mankind. His death took place in ITew 
Tork dty. May 1, 1S49, at his home with hii family in the 69th year 
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of bis age. This aaa event 'we h&re been contemplatiiig for monUu, 
and always contemplated it with feelings of sadness. 

Ur. Stewart was a native of New York, and though of respectable 
&inilj', empbatiosUy the artificer of hia own fortune. He com- . 
menoed his professional life at Oherrj Yallej, Oteego oonnty, where 
he aoqalred emiimioe as a IaT7er, and fbr seveial 7ean had a large 
InoratiTe praotice. In 18S3 Hr. Stewart made this dtj (Utioa) his 
home, and until falling health demanded a change of climate, 

Alvan Stewart was a man — an original man — of^fing nobodj, 
imitating nobodj, and immitable in himself both as to genins, modea 
Of-expreiaon and the character of his mind and mannws. He was 
well read, and had a mind well stored with varied learning; but 
his borrowed thonghts and vast information derived from books, 
. recdved bj pasiung thrODgh his mind and finding ntterance through 
his peonliar genins, an ori^nalitj and freehnera which added to their 
power. Bnt it was not mereljr books or stereotrped ideas that dis- 
tjngnished Ur. Stewart and devated him to a post in society, and 
gave htm an honorable name among the distingnished men of the 
ago. It was his ori^nalitj as a thinker and actor, and his indepen' 
dent self-directed course on the qneetions ot the times in which he 
lived. As a man of hnraor and wit, mingled with gravitf and pro- 
fonnd good sense, he stood forth as peonliar to his day and age. 
These gave Mm a power at the bar and force as an orator. Bnt it is 
of Alvan Stewart as a pbilantheopist we desire to Q>eak. 

Perhaps no living mm in America, eertitinlj no one in the State 
of New York, has done more irignal service for the eanse of hmnan 
freedom than Alvan Stewart ; and it is almost eqnally tme of the 
T^Dperanoa Reform. Hr. Stewart was among the earliest, and cer- 
tainlj among the ablest supporters of the temperance cause. He 
espoQsed these enterprises when it cost something to make the sacri- 
fice. With no earthly or time-serving motive to gratiiy — while to 
" entfa^y refrun " from the agitation of nnpopnlar sal^ects would 
have saved him from a world of odlnm and malignant misrepresen- 
tation — he obeyed the convictions of his inner man, threw himself 
into the breaoh, giving to persecnted reform fbe support (^ his sope- 
rior talent and personal influence. His name became S7nonym*>ns 
with " al>olition," and "teetotolism," at a time when men's souls 
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wen tried. Nor did he shrink frcm the wont c^qurobiinm irtdeh 
such BD identifloation of himMlf with refbnii, tffon^t od his btad; 
but tfae power of hi* oonviotioii of the truth and uprightneM ot hia 
oaoae ennbled him rather to pr^or the bad opinion of the world to 
tiie applaoae pf a time-aerriiig age. It is not strange tliat ibose wbo 
can Me no viriioe in ^brts to relieve mankind of the xintold evil* of 
dmnkenneea — to upturn and orerthrow the despoUsm of American 
•laverjr — abonld be at ^ Ion to eetimata itx. Btewart'a motives ; nor 
Is it strange, that, vhen he in hia sealona rapport at the troth shooid 
reboke relig^ns and politioal delinqnenoy and frustrate the designs <tf 
tlte p(^titians, on his head ahonld &U vile slander, and that he dionld 
be pointed oat as a ianatio. Thoee who have son^t to convict tlia 
leaders of the aholitioniata of being aoMtiout have had the most 
hopeless canse ever brought before the bar of pnblio iqdnion. Alvan, 
Stewart was a lawfw of the first claM. His talent, varied and 
extensive information, ednoation and wealth, natorall; placed hitn 
in the upper circle of sooietj ; and for him to desoend from motives 
of ambiticm to take the drankard b; the hand and reoofpiize the 
despised AMoan as a man and a brother, would have been a freak 
in hnmau character nnaooonnted for in the philoeophj of haman 
nature. The truth was, l£r. Stewart was highl; cOTucientiovt, and 
gave to reform, his thoughts, his time and his money, from a sincere 
love of it, and lived and labored to better manlund, trasting to the 
future to vindicate hisname,and th^ Judge of all the earth to mete to 
him his reward. For some five fears we were privileged with an 
iatimacf and constant intercourse with Mr. Stewart, and we know 
that with him the religions sentiment was predominant and that a 
clear oonviclion of duty govHued his actions. That ho was not 
without &nlts, we are duly sensible ; bat his imperfections were not 
of a ohu'aoter to serionslf detract from a life devoted to the good of 
hia race, and of signal service to mankind. He gave himself heartiljf 
to the csase of reform, and that too when reform, feeble and 
neglected, most -needed his wise connaela and strong and vigorous 
Bupport. From the moment of his consecration, his devotion was 
outiriDg and nnremitted, until relnctantl; forced from active service 
hj disease and a broken constitution. In his retirement, his refleo- 
tions were those of a good man in view of duties done and responii- 
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bilities honorably met, and the futli which hringeth Mlvatlon wM 
bis Htaj and support in hia failing jMia. Alvaa Stewart haa lived 
to some pnrpose. The world has been made better bj his living in 
it, and the ezsmple of hia life will abed blessings on ages to come. 
If a slave now lifts to heaven his manacled limba, or a dmnkard 
reels through the streets, neither that slave nor that dronkard can 
reproach Alvan Stewart, for dnties left nndone in bis behalf. To 
them he gave the better portion of his life — to their deliverance he 
eonaecrated hia powerful mind and the beat portion of hia dajB — and 
the blessings of the poor and oppressed will rest on his name. We 
monm the death of Ur. St«wart and sympathize in the eorrowM 
feelings the news of his death wiU impart To ns he was a friend, 
forbearing and ^mpatbiiing. To ns he was a counsellor whoae 
^viee was imparted with almoet parental teederaeaB. Hia Mend- 
ship we shall ever hold in grftteM remembrance, and we hope to 
prcdt by the lessons of wisdom which have fallen from his lipa. 
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THE SCOPE OF THIS BOOK. 

LETTEB OF ALTAN 8TEWA&T TO TH£ LIBEfiTT PAKTT, IBM. 

Let us move, in the Bolid column, upon the ranks of 
sUvery t Let ub lock our arms, hj the power of united poli- 
tical action. Let every man's name be enrolled who haa 
fired the bullet of his ballot against slavery. Let every name 
be registered by the middle of September. Sixty-five thoa- 
aand men were found on the Ides of November, 1844, 
inscribed on the muster roll of human freedom. 

THE AEMT OF UBEEATION. 

You are the moral army of liberation. It is not an enlist- 
ment for one year, but during the war. This army, with ita 
additions, fights for glory in its most exalted sense. To 
deliver three millions of slaves to self-ownership, and give 
them the right to do everything which is not wrong, ai-e the 
pass-words of the army of deliverance. The army of libera- 
tion will remove the fetters from mind and body of enslaver 
and enslaved of fifteen States, and double the agricultural and 
treble the manufaoturiog and mechanical products. Another 
part of their mission is to establish 90,000 common sohools, 
those nurseries of truth and knowledge, the elements of self- 
government, in those fifteen States. This army of liberation 
will carry COO printing presses, and one million of Bibles, 
and 20,000 school-masters and mistresses, as free-will offer- 
ing, in the day of a most glorious emancipation, to these 
States. This army is charged with the high duty of blotting 
out Mason & Dixon's hne, the line of eternal discord. Tills 
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■nny is to collect the bowie-knives and revolving, faair- 
triggered pistols of these States, and place them in the 
bottom of the &thomless sea. This arm; is to make labor 
honorable in these fifteen States. This army is to remove 
all northern jealonnea, and onite North and South, East 
and West, in eternal bonds t^ frateinity. This army is 
charged with the modification of southern and northern 
opinions as to the constitutional powers of the Federal 
Oovenunent, on the subject of tarifi's for revenue or tarifie 
for protection, or free trade, and direct taxation, believing 
the extremes, left and right, Till see eye to eye, and will 
walk hand in hand when a common interest controls, and 
cOmmon iDstrumentalitieB are employed to obtain subsistence. 
This army is also charged with the purification and exalta- 
tion of American character, by creating a bond of union 
between the abstractioDs of human freedom and the living 
praoticalities — ^by bridging that hitherto yawning gulf; and 
this army is charged with the utter extirpation of that deso- 
lating hypocrisy, which so long, in Church and State, 
destroyed the use of language, in suffering a holy abstrac- 
tion, m reli^on or politics standing as our creed, to be a 
license practically, to act out all manner of abominations ; 
the purity of the creed making atonement for the profligacy 
of the conduct under it. This army of freedom is charged 
with rescuing the character of this great nation from the 
burning sneers and unanswerable sarcasms of old Europe, 
whi«^ declared that as hope for man ascended high, reality 
dug dungeons deep and low in which to hide our shame. 

THB DXCLABATION OF INIIEPEHDENC£. 

This army b charged with the feithful execution of the 
Declaration of Independence ; the great unperformed, the 
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gnaSy admired, but uruxeaUabU, For seventy yean the 
Datioo hn been so overwhelmed with the trathfulneu and 
grandeur of its conceptionB, that they have been dontoit to 
Btand all of this time and shout their admiration before an 
astonished world, and annually arrest the very vheela of 
human al^rs, while on the 4th of July, we stretdied the 
utmost power of human genius for the strongest conceptions 
of intellect, and for the most conenming thoughts, to be 
delivered in the most beantifiil robeo of language, to stamp 
that impression of veneration on the mtndof others as dee^ 
as it had sunk in oar own. 

THE SHIP OF SUnC 

We stand looking at tbis splendid ship of state, yet on 
the stocks, her masts raised, yards tmnmed, canvas spread, 
and ballast in, and provisioned for a circumnavigation of the 
whole circle of human necesaities, with orders to call at 
every port, island and country in her course ; darrying jus- 
tice, law, equal rights to all men, furnishing tbem with a 
remedy fbr the wrongs inflicted for ages, possessing the sure 
and certain power of striking fetters and bonds from the legs 
and arms of men, with the power of opening prison doors 
and of placing the victims on the great platform of equal 
and eternal rights, and giving them power to make the laws 
they are required to honor, and in fature, the obligations 
they are bound to obey. 

The Liberty party is chaiged with the high duty of 
lannching and navigating the old ship of American Inde- 
pendence, which has stood ready for a lannch from the 4th 
of July, 1776, while the seas have swarmed with pirates and 
buccaniers, who have even come upon her deck and sworn 
by her stripes and colors, that she never shall be launched 
as long as wood grows and water nins. These jHrates lud 
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fireobooters havu sacked the free Uood of the nation from 
its Teins, and now threaten the lires of those vho may 
endeavor to laimch tbu ship, and declare that she was nerer 
made to go to sea ; she was only made to stand eternally on the 
stocks as an object of nnexplainable admiration, as an 
abstract ship, to be deified on the stocks on the fonrth of 
July, and point the orations of Juniors and Sojdiomores, at 
a college commencement ; and in ftot, they say, if yon do 
lannch her, they will bore boles in her bottom and rank her 
ud all her glorions freight, as she was meant to be a ship only 
on land and not on the water ; and these pirates are ready to 
prove that one of the old ship carpokters who built her at 
Philadelphia, was heard by one of the pirates to say, that 
the ship was not made to go on the water, bat was intended 
solely for the land. And many say, who are not pirates, 
that we must search for the intention of the old ship-bnilders 
and hands who framed and made this ship ; if some of them 
did say it was their intention that this ship shoold sail on the 
land, then we, their posterity, are bound to sail on the land, 
though the ship itself would contradict it, even if every 
builder should swear that the land was her destined ele- 
ment. 

Will the army of liberation put themselves in position to 
launch this ship, and go on board of her as her navigators? 

POLITICAL PARTIES. 

There have stood two great parties at the Xorth, who 
have often pretended they were willing to launch the ship, 
but the pirates and bnoconiers made such an outcry about 
the story of one of their nnmber having heard one of the old 
carpenters of I%iladelphia say, that she was made to sail on 
tbe land, tbeyhate not dared to do it. These two parties at 
the North have been so anxious to carry out the itOention 
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of the TRAMxaa that they have waited aeveatj yesra for the 
pirat«s to hring forward their proof that sndi was the origiiaal 
nnderBtanding ; the pirates hare made arguments throngh 
MvenJ thooiand days, while their witness was coming, who 
never oame, trying to prove by argmnents most pro&micl, 
that it could never have been the intention of sailing the ship 
exo^t apon the land ; for, say they, Bailing upon the sea, 
would be at war with our piratical business on the sea, which 
is older than the framing of the ship, and wv in ecistenoe <hi 
the 4th of July, 1778 ; therefore the ship must be intended 
to Sful on the land, or stand upon the ttoda. The nor^era 
two great parties have been overwhelmed with the ffood 
teate as well as absolTitenesB of this frodigioua arffum^nt, 
and have been staggered, for sevraty years, by its weight, and 
have not yet made up their mmd as to the character of the 
reply, or even of its possibility. The argument is so consuming, 
and wherewithal so reasonable, they fear it is unanswerable. 

THB BXVOLunON SUCCESSTUL TQBOUGH THK PXUTCIPUg 
OF THE DBCLABATION. 

Kow the Liberty party Abditionists hold the Declaration 
of Independence to be an elementary law, the law of laws, 
the rock of first principles, to which the nation descmded, 
and on which it built in the honett hour of it* agony ; and 
that every other iostitntion or constitution contravening its 
great essentialB is null and void ; for without that dedaration 
aseertiog timt " all men were created irce and equal," our 
independence could not have been achieved, and but for that 
we should this hoar have been revolving, as colonial satellites, 
around the 9ea-f;irt Isle. Had our Declaration of Independ* 
ence contuned what many say the Constitution of the 
XJnited States does, a proposition to support slavery (whudi 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



THB BOOFB Of THO BOOK. 45 

I (leiiy), and had the grent Dedantioii contained, what I 
admit is foond in the Constitiitioii and latra of Beveral States 
in the Sondi, to wit, slavery, or had the great Declaration 
contained the converse of ita own mighty propoeition, and 
aaaerted.that some men were created to be free and some 
were oreated to be slares, then the battles of Trenton, Sara- 
toga and Yorktowu had never been fon^t; the British 
" Court Grazette " wotdd on the Ist of Jairaary, lITl, have pnb- 
lislted an obitna^ of onr Revcdntion, in these words : " Order 
teigns in the Cohinies. Trans-Atlantic freemen refiued to 
ponr out their blood to sustain the abhorred proposition that 
some men were created to be slaves." To attempt to in- 
graft slavery into our system, is a direct fraud npon every 
drop of biood spilled in the Hevolntion, every sacrifice eo> 
dmed, every dollar spent, or misery snfiTered. 

THE AStSCr NOBIB. 

The North has been periodically hmnbled, kicked and 
trsmi^ed nnder foot, by the Soath. The just pnnislmient of 
heaven has been ponred npon the Kortfa, for forti^^g and 
propping slavery. The North in Church and State, has 
enassculated the Christian region, and constitutional Uw, to 
iq^old slavery. The North, for its tameness, and hnnting up 
arguments to quiet slaveholding consciences, and basely mak- 
ing brie& to aid slaveholding lawyers to undermine justice 
and OYerthrow hberty, is treated with a supercilious con- 
tempt, by the South, the real wages of meanness. In Con- 
gress, the northern man does not rise to the position of a 
privileged serf. This is just ; that men who go round the 
country soliciting posts in Congress and on the bench of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, foreign Ambassador- 
ships, and seats in Presidential cabinets, should be obliged 
to earn thor positions by crushing slaves and slandering 
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the Deoluation of lod^MUdeiioe, and the venerable dead 
who fought for its adoption ; al«o by sneering at men who 
contend for freedom, justice and law, misnaming them fana- 
tics and enthusiasts. The South have inflicted on the grov- 
dling North pains and penalties, as the instruments, of hear 
Ten's vengeance. Yea, tenfold more of real judgments, than 
everything done, thought, or attempted, by England, which 
lit the torch of the Revolutionary war. 

The slaveholders are tantalized, by the ught of the pro- 
sperity of free labor. 20,000 voting slaveholders regard the 
free North and its institutions with malevolence and hatred, 
and God, for just and holy reasons, has used those slave- 
holders as a whip of scorpions, to punish the base bowing 
North, in property, character and life, by war, taxation, 
and debasing humility, as a just retribution for upholding 
slavery and slaveholders ; and for having forsaken the Scrip- 
tures of truth, and having perverted, by base interpretation, 
the Constitution of the United States, from its high freedom- 
protecting sense to a low and degrading piratical covenant, 
to be employed for the destruction of human rights, rather 
than their support. The North bowed ia the college, pulpit 
and Congress, to the dominion of the man-stealer, and em- 
ployed its brains in the destruction of human liberty, by a 
servile yielding, to slaveholding construction of religion and 
law. The southern slaveholding merchants sought and ob- 
tained credit in the North, and $500,000,000 would not meet 
the losses of the North, in sixty years which were cancelled' 
by southern bankruptcy. Thus the North was justly, and in 
part, made slaves to work for the South, as a just punishment 
on us, who would not see injustice in the position of the 
slave. The slaveholders envied us, and hypocritically became 
the advocates of the rights of impressed seamen i yes, men 
whose own fields were worked by impressed and stolen 
black men. . - 
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The war of 1812 the South decreed, and 137 miUione were 
wasted by goTemment in its prosecution, and 200 mllliom 
more were lost on the sea and land, hj our merchants and 
farmers. The South placed Major General Smyth, at Buf- 
falo, a slaveholding lawyer of Virginia ; Major General Win- 
der, a slaveholding lawyer of Maryland, at Forty Mile Creek, 
on the side of Lake Ontario ; Major General Wilkinson, a 
Louisiana slaveholder, at the Cedars and Bapids of the 
St. I^awrence ; and Major General Wade Hampton, the great 
Bugar-boilcr of Xiouiaiana, and the largest slaveholder in the 
United States (having over 5000 crushed human beings 
bowing to this tyrant), was located at Burlington, Vermont : 
four slaveholding generals, with their four armiea, were 
stretched out on our northern frontier, not to take Canada, 
but to prevent its being taken, by the men of Kew Eugland 
and New York, in 1812, '13 and '14 ; lest we should make 
some six or eight free States from Canada, if conquered. 
This was treason against northern interests, noithem blood, 
and northern honor. But the South furnished the officers, 
the President and the cabinet. This revelation oould have 
been prov^ed by General John Armstrong, then Secretary of 
War, after he and Mr. Madison quarrelled. But these slave- 
holders could add Louisiana, Florida, Texas, and perhaps 
half of Mexico, at the expense and disgrace of the nation, to 
extend the area of slavery ; and the North with two Totes 
to the South one, professing to be opposed, yield at last to 
the wish of this unprincipled greediness and inordinate rob- 
bery. Forty piilHons are paid to establish slavery in Florida 
and murder the Indians. How many hundred millions have 
the North lost, after erecting the most expensive manu&o- 
tories, and fillii^ them with machinery to have them all 
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bron^t to notlung by a pro6tratioQ of the tanS, u at thu 
time, in order to mn die Korth, without benefitiiig the 
South I But will the North still present her back for the rod, 
will she still vote for a slaveholder as President of the United 
States ? Th* Uorth can never deliver herself and the nati<m 
from this thraUdom, nntil a majority declare they will vote for 
tiiose men only, who, if elected, will do all in their power for 
the ooDHtitational abolition of slavery. 

TBS RECOIL OF SLAVEfiT. 

If this nation bad never undertaken to hold up the handl 
of the slaveholder and crush the colored man, there wonld 
have been double the amount of wealth there now is in the 
United States. All of the disgraceful wars and the three 
hundred millions of expense thereby, would have been saved, 
and one thousand millions lost by southern baukruptcy and 
change of northern pursuits, lifting up and daslting to the 
ground tarifis for revenue and protection, and that everlasting 
Khtrl of inconstancy, breaking up the sober and adjnsted 
calculations of men, by throwing interests most momentous 
against the rooks, leaving nothing but ingenuity to collect the 
fragments and form another nucleus, and as it grew to 
importance, malevolence would ^ain undermine k, and the 
barbarity of slavery raze it to the ground. But for slavery 
we should have ascended the Mount of Civilization, to a 
point never before attained; the land would have been 
fiUed, even through the present regions of guilt, pauperism 
and destruction in the South, by industrious, prosperous and 
cultivated dwellers of the land, rejoicing under their own 
vines and the resultsof economical industry, the social ^stem 
advancing, minds refined, education universal, with peace Ib 
all our borders. In making the slave suffer, how we have 
been punished therefor I X 
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OSS IDEA. 



Since tMnge are bo, let the Liberty party take posseaaioD 
of the ship, Istincli it, and pat oat to mo, aa aood u their 
Btrength will pennit. Let th^ Liberty party be onited. 
The great one idea, that a raan is a man, the Torld over, and 
is entitled to freedom, and that slavery is a sin against God 
and a crime agiunat man everywhere, and that it is your dnty 
to vote, and yon will only vote for those who will do all in 
their power to crush the crime of slavery, is that on which 
yon must and will succeed. There never was a great one 
idea, fonoded in eternal tmth and the nature of things, which 
did not succeed ; and there never will be, aa long aa the 
promjaes of eternal tmth stand good. 
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A (;UABTXB OF 1. CEHTUBT AQO, 183S. 

Alt AIT SnwAitT, Esq., of Utica, rose and s^d, that with 
the consent of the ConTention, he wonld trespass a tev 
minates on the time of this numerous and honorable body. 

He said this was the first Convention which had ever 
aasembled in the United States under snch a remarkable 
State of &ct£ as now existed, and whicti seem to distingnish 
this from all public bodies of men who have ever met in this 
land before. For the last forty days, at least three hundred 
of the public presses have d^ly poured a continual shower 
of abuse upon the callers and the call for this Convention, 
characterized by a spirit of vengeance and violence, knowing 
and propouDg nothing but the bitterness of inveotive, and 
the cruelty of bloody persecution. Our enemies have sent - 
their slanders against us, whispering across the diameter of 
the globe, telling the haughty and sneering minions of 
Absolutism, on the tther ude of the world, that the sons of 
the Pilgrioia had proved recreant to their lofty lineage, 
un&ithtiil to their high destiny, untrue to the last hopes of 
man. 

Siud Mr. S., Is it true that the philanthropy which warms 
our hearts into action, for the suffering slave, can exile our 
patriotism, and prepare our souls for the most heaven-daring 
guilt? Is it true, because we feel for bleeding humanity, 
that it makes us cruel? Can pity produce it? Can love 
beget hat« ? Can an afiectionate respect and kind feeling 
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for all the human beings whom Providence baa cast in these 
twenty-four States, be evidence that we wish to cnt the 
throats of two milliona and a half of our white neighbors, 
friends, brethren and conntrymen? Does ageoerons regard 
for the injured slave imply hatred for the master F If 80, 
the converse of the proposition must be true, that to love 
the master implies hatred to the slave. Neither propositioo 
is true ; yet the enemies of this Convention have acted 
toward us aa though these propoaitioDS bad the asanraitce of 
certainty, as wo have on a clear day at twelve o'clock at 
noon that tbe sun sbines on the world, 

UISBEPBESENTATIOMS. 

We have been proclaimed trutors to our own dear native 
land, because we love its inhabitants. Our humanity is treason, 
our philanthropy is incendiarism, oar pity for the convnlsiTfl 
yearnings of down-trodden man is fanaticism. Our treason 
is the treason of Franklin and Jay ; our incendiarism is that 
of Clarkson and Wilberforce ; our fanaticism is the fanaticism 
of Earl Grey and Lord Brougham, and the majority of the 
wisrat beads in proud Old England ; our sentiments are those 
expressed by William Wirt, Patrick Heniy, and Thomas 
Jefferson. 

Our creed is to be found in tbe two great witnesses of 
God's revealed will to man — the Old and New Teatamaits. 
The Declaration of Independence, the Constitutions of our 
country, and the laws passed under them, we make the rule 
of our conduct, in imparting our sentiments to others on the 
subject of slavery. 

The enemies of our noble sentiments and elevated inten- 
tions, have resorted to the old beaten track of misrepresenta- 
tion, and by adding to our code views never promulgated, by 
ohai^ng ns with intentions never harbored, with expectations 
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never cheruhed, uid u remote from the mind of an aboUtioiuBt 
BB infiddity is from the oonsoience of piety, as meanness is 
ftom generoait}', as bigotry is from charity, as tmth from 
felsehood, 88 freedom from slavery, tfaey would &in make ns 
tuifit for this world. 

We arenot judgedbyevidenoe, byoarowndeclarationstby 
either what we have said or done, but by acts which our wily 
adverBorieB prophetiy we wilt do, or commit, in some future 
periodoftime;andthQstheylift the curtain which shuts from alt 
mortal eyes (bat prophets') the great nnbounded iiiture, and 
by looking down the Tale of time, they behold ns engaged in 
the diabolical and blood-thirsty vrork of getting laws passed 
to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, Euid the slave 
Territories, and in this way knocIuDg the fetters from the 
bondaian, which our adversaries call treason calculated to 
dissolve the Union. 



What Union ? I doubt not you may see some of these 
Union patriots here to-day, who would take your life and 
mine, and that of eveiy member of this Convention, ^dinso 
doing think they had done their master a servioe, and lift up 
their bandU for eternal and unmitigated slavery to every 
colored man, woman and child in the United States, and 
throw into the same pile all who diifered with them in 
sentiment, to promote the interest of thdr master. 3%ea6 
are thepatriotic XTnioniats, who secretly wish to dissolve tlie 
Union, by letting the great cancer grow on the neck of the 
Union, without attempting its cure or remov^. These are 
the friends of the Union, who are willing to see S,SOO,000 
men, women and children sacrificed to the demon of 
Slavery. Those Unionists are willing to destroy you 
and me, Mr, Chmrmau, because we are not terrified at the 
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roaring of the slavebolders, and became we feel for two 
imllionB and a half of men, women and children who are now 
being offered at the shrine of cruelty, Inat and avarice. 
These lovera of the Union refuse to hear the loud lamenta- 
tions of bitter sorrow and hopeless griei^ which, like the 
voice of a mighty flood, ascend day and night trom every 
plantation,' every &ctory, every corn-field, every rice-fieM, 
every tobacco-field,^ every cotton-field, and every kltoheit of 
eleven States, and penetrate the ear of God, 

Ur. S. said. The slavet never held a convention on the 
sabject of their wrongs ; they never met to petition for a 
redress of grievances, or wnonstrate against the manifold 
injnriea by which they are broken down. No I their petition 
was never read within the walla of legislation I Solemn 
thought even to us, who for a moment have become his 
monthpiece, to tell his wrongs to the world, and demand 
redress. We, even we, white-skinned Republicans, appear to 
he on the eve of losing our rights as white men, for having, 
from the deepest impnlses of humanity, become the slave's 
organ, to explain to an unfeeling world the wrongs inflicted 
upon him. Ifwhite men in non^aveholding States, encounter 
so much noisy violence and inj nry, in barely pleading the cause 
of the slave before those who have no interest in the slave's 
body, and whose only interest is to cringe and flatter the 
master of the slave, what must be the condition of the poor 
slave, left to plead his own cause against his own master — 
that master who is fed sumptuoasly every day, and clothed 
in purple and fine linen by the unpaid labor of the Have t 
When will the glutton, the wine-bibber, the adulterous, the 
avaridoTis, and the cruel, listen to the voice of the unaided 
slave ? But some oay, " The slaves can be set free twenty 
or thirty years hence." Ab ! will men have less wants then P 
more justice and humanity then than now ? Ko. Agun, 
if it is right to liberate slaves fifty years hence, the right is 
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the same now, for Uiere it'll! be human beings in the world 
then, who will claim the ala,vea by a long line of descent, 
who vill hare as many wants to supply with dave labor as 
men bare now. The son will shine as hot, the rioe-lands 
wiQ be as unhealthy as now. 

austbact slavsby. 

But we are told by our enemies th^ love the alaves as 
well as we do ; and then, with ihe next word, insult and 
abuse us for telling the world his wrongs, or attempting any 
redress. Mr. S. sud he confessed that Uiia was a new mode 
of raaniibsting an equality of love. But perh^>e we do not 
understand oar opponents ; they may mean that they hate 
slavery in the abstract, bat love it in det^L Or perh^ia 
they mean that they hate the abstract slavery and mean to 
destroy abstract slavery, by hating all white men who are in 
&vor of its abolition. Perhaps they hate slavery in the 
abstract, but love the man who causes it is detail so well, 
that abstract hatred for one purpose is pure love for anoUier. 
A man mig])t as well say that, abstractly, he hated murder, 
adultery, swearing and stealing, but tliat he loved the mur- 
derer, adulterer, swearer and thief. Away with northern 
Jesuitism, which is opposed to abstract slavery, but in &vor 
of its continuance, sad ready to kill any one who wishes to 
change the present posture of slavery, as it practically exists. 
Oh, shame I bast thou not a new blnah for such conscience- 
ruining sophistry ? 

The same ingenious and fatal distinction has been taken by 
the wretched metaphysidans, who were willing to barter Ameri- 
can liberty to get gold and power, on the subject of free dis- 
cussion the summer past. 

Anti-abolitionistB at the Korth say they believe in free dis- 
ouBsion in the abstract, and will not allow it to be drawn in 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



HIB FnUT FUBLUHBD IFBBCE AOAmST BLATEBT. 5S' 

qoMtion. Bat this meatu, as we find it interpreted md 
translftted in ^e Dictionary of DaHy Experience, that each 
man may diacosa slavery, or anything else, in the silent 
chamber of hii own heart, bnt must not discnaa it in pnbliOf 
as it may then provoke a ayllogiam of feathera, or a deduction 
of tar. An aboUtioniat may have the abatract right of dis- 
caaaioa, bnt it must be disconnected with time and plaoe ; — 
if a majority of hia neighbors differ with him, there is no 
place where, or time w^n, he may diacnas. This abstract 
discussion requires an abatract place and abstract time ; the 
abstract place nraat mean the aolitnde of the wildemeu, or 
loneliness of the ocean ; and the abstract time mnst mean 
some portion of the past or future, aa it ia never the present. 
The liberty of an abolition preas is to be sQent ; the liberty 
of conscience for an Abolitionist is to think to himaelf ; or elae 
to think like hia alavery-loving neighbor, or stop ti^inking. 

DISSOLUnOH OF THB TTNION. 

The threat of dissolving the TInion is the nniveraal medicine 
for every political difficnlty at the Sonth. One day Georgia 
threatens the diaaolation, on acconnt (rf her Tnitift.n territory, 
gold mines, and State jurisdiction, and the misnonariea ; tben 
agmn the poor Union was to be dissolved by the post-office 
robbing State of Sonth Carolina, to vindicate the beauties 
of nullification. 

Then ^(idn, this Union was to have been dissolved iu 
1828, 1830, 1831, 1832, at four distinct periods within a 
abort apace, becanae the tariff laws were not made to suit 
certain slave States; but the noble Union held together; 
we did not hear of a single rafter or brace flinching, in 1835. 
Th% Union is to be again dissolved and charged in account 
current to abolition. The joke of it all ia, that northern men 
profess, to be fiigbt«ned to death every time a negro-driver 
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<niea " dinolve the tTnioii— diBsolre the Vnion.*' As weQ 
mif^ a man who lived in a povder-hoose, ereiy time he 
became ugiy caII for firebrands I 

Let Bontbem men disaolve this Union if they dare / eUateiy 
would tAen take care of itself^ and its masters too ; — ^in one 
Uttie montA both would become extinct. Ko 1 oh, deceived 
northerner ! the aoathem man Till be the last to diasolTe this 
TTnion ; by it he expects to enjoy his slaves, without it he 
cwmot, one day. Bat the wily politi<»an of the Sooth has 
discovered tibe ghost that never ^Is to frighten tbe North, 
and the North baa been kept in a political sweat for the last 
ten or twelve yean, for fear the men, who conld not exist as 
slaveholderB wilbont this Union, wonld dissolve it. 

It seems dimolation is threatened by the South, nnless 
thirteen free States disfigore and di^race their statnte 
books with bloody laws to protect slavery, forbidding Aboli* 
tionists to speak, write or publish anything agiunst slavery, 
or petition for its abolition in the District of Columbia, under 
heavy penalties ; tbe despotism of which laws would eo &r 
exceed any in Rtuma or Turkey, that Kiohoiae, and the 
Grand S^gnior, would recoil with insdnotive abhorrence, 
from so foul an insDlt to our common humanity. So it is not 
enough that eleven States must bend their backs under the 
dmmefiil load of slavery, with statute books bludiing for the 
wrong!! done by man to man, which all the un&thomed 
waters of the great deep could not wash away ; but the 
tongues of nortbem men, on the subject of slavery, mast 
cleave to the rooSi of their months, and the indicting hand 
be palsied in giving the world a hlMory of the negro's woes. 

Mt COTTSTRTIIKS, TX SOITS OP TBB FILOBIHB, THB TTBANT IS 
AT TOtra DOOBS, UBSBTT IB BLXXDINQ, LIBEBTT IB STINe, 

slavery has robbed yon of the liberty of disonssion, of oon- 
soienoe and Uie pren. Armed mobs are to do the work 
of the dsTobolder, till the l^nislatare ob^ys hia mandate. 
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Then read from your own Btatote books your doom ; yon 
are a slave without his privilege I Had the six hmidred 
delegates, fi-eemen, now before me, been deterred from meet- 
ing this day, from fear, rr would have been wobsb tbajx is 

VAIH, THAT A WaBBEIT FELL, A MoNTGOHBBT BLED, AKD A 
LAWBKtrCK BZPIBED. 

Too, for this moment, are. the representatives of American 
liberty ; if you are driven from this eacred temple dedicated 
to Ood, by an infuriated mob, then, my brethren, wherever 
you go, liberty will go ; where you abide, liberty will abide ; 
when you are speechless, ubektv is dbad. 
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RESPONSE TO THE MESSAGE OF GOV. MAKCT, 

FEBRUART, 1836. 
I TBNTUBB to introduce to your consideTation a rather 
maiy child of laioe, irfaich I intend- to send to Governor 
Marcy tonuFBe, " A. S. 

To WiLLUM L. Ibicr, Ew)., 

GoTeroor of the State of New Tork: 
What yon have written for the public eye in yoTir late 
menage on the subject of abolition, will be answered. The 
state of mind under which yon labored, in this part of your 
message, it is to be hoped is rather ito official state than its 
private and individual. For it is hardly to be believed that 
an individual, moving under such a weight of error and sus- 
taining each a harden, would be equal to the discharge of 
the common duties of life, where truth and tranqniHity 
of mind are ao often required. But how much error, preju- 
dice and misrepresentation you are enabled to carry before 
an abased public, it shall, in part, be the business of this 
commnuication to show. Your duty, as far as the Constitu- 
tion may be yonr rule, is to communicate to the legislature, 
the condition of the State, and recommend Buch matters as 
you deem expedient. 

The Constitution contemplates that yoD should enbmit 
&cts to the legislature, or your concludon from them. Toa 
write like most men who have a given conclusion prepared 
before they know the facta from which it should come, or 
without regard to fiict. No matter, with this class of writers, 
wiiat may be the distance between &ct and asMrtioii, fat 
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Uiey appeal to their imagination for their &cta, and to their 
prejudices for their conclusion. You seem not to be avare 
that you were bom and live in an abolition age ; that 
in the last SO yearfi more has been done for the abolition 
of slavery than before, in the long and erentful existence 
of this world. But one would Buppose, &om your meesage, 
some new combination in crime, some hideous monster had 
arisen, so wonderful in its character, so powerful in its opera- 
tions, that it will require in its extermination tlie loaa of the 
liberty of the press, of conscience, discusBion, and of the 
inviolability of the mail. One darling object of the abolition 
part of your message is, to create a body of public odium 
against a portion of your fcdlow citizens, and from your offi- 
cial height to hurl the missilea of insult and abuse, till your 
virulence ceased from the labor more tired thou satisfied. 

THB CBIUX or ABOLmONIBTS. 

Tou have charged your fellow citizens with Mgh crimes 
and misdemeanors ; oiimes which have made the gibbet thdr 
homes, the guUlotine their companion, the gallows thdr 
elevation. 

The crime of these abolitionists, as you Icnow, iu its length 
aud breadth, height and depth, is a belief that slavery is 
wrong, and ought immediately to come to an end, and that 
they take the hberty of telling the world bo; and endeavor 
to make others think like themselves. You know, as dis- 
connected with the present Preridential question, that every 
ninety-nins men out of one hundred, at the North, if put oa 
their oaths, would swear that they considered shiv^y a 
wrong or a sin, and that they believed it ought immediately 
to terminate. 

This is the feeling of thirteen of the twenty-four States and 
ia the euenoe of abolition. There are a few aristocrats at tha 
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Korth, vliose consoienoes are unaffected by the unspeakable 
VTongB done the slaTe, vho vonld, with yonrself and Gov- 
ernor McDnffie, agree that domestic slavery is the tme fotm- 
dation of the social edifice. As mnch as you may afibct to be 
surprised to find your Bentimenta so fully known, it will be 
proved from your late message before this commonication is 
finished. If ever a society shonld be formed in Sontb Caro- 
lina or Louisiana to perpetnate slavery, yon may expect, at 
their first meeting, a resolution will be passed cooferring on 
you an honorary membership in the most flattering language. 
I believe it would' pain you &om your inmost soul if you 
believed the efforts of the Abolitionists should be rewarded, 
in the next five years, with oniversal emandpatioD. 

VOICB OF THB VATHSBB. 

You profess with many of the slaveholders to admire 
Thomas Jefferson as a sort of Moses who led the people of 
this land out of the wilderness ; he stud he trembled for his 
country, when he remembered that God was just, and in a 
B^rvile war that no attribute of the Almi^ty could be found 
to ud the white mim. In sentiment, Thomas Jefferson was 
ua AboUtjonist. 

Patrick Henry, Luther Martin, and William Wirt were 
believers in abolition doctrines and proclaimed them to the 
Torld. Such men could not exist with their sentiments sup- 
' pressed, where the happiness of millions was concerned. 
The late John Jay, one of the triumvirate of the Federalist, 
■nd governor of this State, was an Abolitionist, in the largest 
sense of the word. Benjamin Franklin, not unknown to fiuoe, 
was an Abolitionist. The men who composed the first Con- 
gress which over met, in llli, reconunended that the slave- 
trade should oeaae in the December after ; were not these 
men Abolitionists t 
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Clarkfion, Wilberforce, Hnskiiisoii, Catming, I^ord Broug- 
ham, O'Conncll, and Earl Grey were AbolitionUU / those 
intellectual giants who led glorious England, at the cost of 
one million dollars, to destroy slavery in her dominione ; yes, 
the year 1833 shows you England expending by a single act 
of legislation, in behidf of snfering humanity, more than all 
the other l^islatnres in the world hare done. England, 
prond and noble old England, on whose dominions the sun 
never sets, whose rule one hundred and fifty millions obey, 
one-fiith of the human race, is a mighty nation of AboHtion- 
ists ; and if every page of the works of England's great dead 
were torn from the libraries of the world, and every monu- 
ment of her glory in arts and arms forever destroyed, save, 
oh! save her the act of legislation of 1833, by which 820,000 
slaves were emancipated at the cost of (100,000,000. 
She would then stand alone in that sun of glory which would 
never set. 

Were JeSbrson, Henry, MarUn, Wirt, Jay, Frauklin, 
ClarkBoniWilberforoe, Huskinson, Canning, Brougham, Grey, 
O'Connell, and England's millions, all fanatics, and reckless 
incendiaries ? For these English Abolitionists are as much 
like American, as truth is verity, 

THB ABOIJTIOK ASS. 

But, sir, I will give you more aboUtion, and show yoa that 
yon are so far behind, as to be ont of ^ht of the maidi of ' 
events, if yoa do not discover this to be the abolition age ; 
aad if there is one thmg more than any other, on which the 
Americans and Enrope, with the different governments of 
wfai^ they are made up, have acted in the last twenty ye(u« 
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in humony, it has been in the abolition of sUvery and in ez- 
presfflng the univenul abhorrenoe of the trade. Bonaparte, 
in 1 81 s, on his retnm from Elba, declared himself an Abolition- 
ifit, and by decree forbid Frenofamcn being eng^j^d in the 
slave trade. 

In 181?, Louis XVJtll, became an Abolitionist and ratified 
the act of Bonaparte. Spain, in December, 1817, declared 
the slave trade should cease after May, 1820 ; and t^ns Fer- 
dinand Vn. became affected widi abolitionism. Portugal, in 
1818, abolished this trade north of the Equator. 

Holland, Prosna, Denmark, and Bnsua, expressed their 
abhorrence about the same time. These several decrees of 
abolition hy the several countries of Europe, vere hastened, 
and probably acoomplidied, in obedience to a general reso- 
lution, passed by the holy alliance, which Congress of Sove- 
reigns met at Vienna in 1 81 5, and from the irrepressible feel- 
ings of common humanity, and with a view to the drawing 
an odious comparison between their monarchical sentiments, 
without negro slavery, and our republican government with 
it, deolu^d that the voice of the dvilized world demanded 
the universal abolition of Afiicon slavery, in all its connec- 
tions with that ill-fated oontinent. 

Abolition has an abidiug home, from the pillars of Hercules 
to the regions of eternal ice:in thenobleman'sbosom, in the 
palace of Idngs, in the Congress of sovereigns. The empire 
of Mexico, with as many slaves of negro and Indian as this 
nation contains, abolished slavery, in the last twenty years ; 
this is an empire of Abolitionists. Hayti is a volcano of aboli- 
tionism, warning the world, when men have come &om 
slavery to treedom, to never attempt their redaction a second 
time. What are all those mighty republics on both ddes of 
the Andes and Equator but empires of pore abolitionism f 
Brazil, it is believed, stands alone, in the crime of ^very ; 
Mcoepting whidi, thrtragh the vast pluns of the tro^ea, no 
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slave 19 seen working in the light of the snii, wbere natnre, 
attired in her grandest costume, IooIes down iWim Chimbo- 
razo, the throne of her majesty, while the Toice of liberty 
commanded the slayes of mammon's slaves to come firom the 
bowels of the moimtaiiiB, the deep mines of the earth, from 
misery's home, from three hundred years of bondage, to 
cquidity, liberty and law. These, also, are the empires of 
abolitionism. The Abolitionists of the United States have, in 
the Empire of Mexico, Soutb America, Hayti, and the conn- 
tries of Europe, which in the last thirty years hare manifested 
their dispoution to be Abc^tionists, no less than two hundred 
and fifty millions, or one-third of the hnman &mily, being ^e 
whole of the civilized and Christianized world, except a part 
of my own dishonored and disgraced conntry. Bat this is 
not all the capital with which we, insulted Abolitionists, have 
to set up business. We tMnk we have a large amonnt 
of abolition stock garnered up in the hearts of thirteen free 
States of this repnblio ; yes, we believe we have magannes 
of this explosive substance, in the sad regions of slavery, trea- 
sured in the trembling hearts of Christian masters, who 
remember that God is just. We have five hundred abolition 
societies, one hundred and fiity of which have been added 
ance the outrage of TJtica. This is abolitionism dwindling t 
80 yon try to deceive the South till after the ides of I>eceni- 
ber, 1836. The voice of these five hundred sodeties will 
ring in your ear and the slaveholder's till there is not a slave 
in America. It is the voice of Mexico, the voice of Sonth 
America, the voioe of Hayti, the voice of all Europe, the voice 
of the age, the voice of the world, the roioe of Almighty 
God. 

Yet, sir, you have had the weakness to echo back the 
tyrant's yell, and c^l that voice when it has been sounded 
by your constituentB, the voice of recklesness, the voice of 
fiuiatimam, Uie T<»oe of the ioomidtary. Wa find you medi- 
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tating a stab at the Constitution you hare Bworn to protect. 
We find you teUing the legislature in that message, that yon 
hare do doabt they posaesa that attribute of State sove- 
reignty, vMcb has the power to silenoe this voice of abolition- 
ism forever. 



BITBRXHDEBXD FOWSBS. 

You say, with great cunning in your lo^c, that the legida- 
tnre moat possees it, beoanse this State has not snrrendered 
the power to the General Qovemment. A strange argument 
to &U from the lips or pen of a man bred a lawyer, once a 
judge and noT a governor. Upon that principle the le^sla- 
tnre nught af^int a king to rule the State of New York; 
beoanse the people of the State never delegated the power 
to the Qeneral Government of making a king, therefore it 
must be reserved to the le^Iature, who, if they have not 
power to make a king, it would prove the State was not a 
Bovereign and independent State, and was destitute of the 
attribates of sovereignty. The people of this State have 
never surrendered the tiial by jury to the control of the 
G^ieral Government, therefore, according to your reasoning, 
the legislature have a right to abolish it iu dl cases. For if 
th^ coold not abolish it, there would be a want of sove- 
r^nty. The right to take private property for public pur- 
poses, withont compensation, has never been surrendered to 
the General Govermaent, therefore the legislature of this 
State have the right. If the Roman Catholic religion should 
be found disagreeable to the eleven slave States, and they 
should make a great outcry against th^r ceremonies and 
ritual, uid threaten to split the Union, unless the State of 
New York passed laws to banish or punish with death, all 
professors of the Roman £uth, yon would say with the same 
propriety you have now done in relation to the sbolititMusta, 
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that this State liad never delej^ted to the General Govem- 
ment the pover of BuppressiDg or regnlatiiig religion, there- 
fore the legislature has the power of abolishing the Roman 
Catholic religion, irith a penalty of death for disobedience ; 
for if the legislature has not this power, the State lacks an 
attrilnite of sovereignty, which cannot be, when that attri- 
bute is necessary for preserving peace with our ndghbors. 

Into such nn&thomahle depths of absurdity your seal to 
serve the slaveholder has precipitated yon. You forgot the 
very Constitution from which you derived your authority to 
make your message. Yon forgot that, whether powera are 
delegated to the General Government or not, we have a C(m- 
stitutioo restnuning yon, the judiciary and the legislature, 
from the exercise of certain powers forbidden to be used 
under any circumstances whatever. 

There is a class of rights of the most personal and sacred 
oharaoter to the citizen, which are a portion of individual 
soverdgsty, never surrendered by the citizen, in coming into 
the compact of civil society, either to the State or General 
Government, and the constitutions of the States and Unioii 
have told the world, after enomerating them, that diere is a 
class of nnsurrendered rights, which the dtizen refused, in 
making the compact, to throw into the mass or common 
stock of surrendered rights for legislative discretion ; and 
the legislatures of the States and Union are forbidden by the 
constitutions of the States and TTnion from touching those 
nnsurrendered rights ; no matter in what distress or ezigeooy 
a State may find itself the l^^slature can never touch those 
unsurrendered rights as objects of legislation. We may sup- 
pose the citizens of this State saying at the time the Consti- 
tution was formed, as we lesm from the Constitution itself, 
"we will not submit all the rights we possess in a state of 
nature to the discussion of legislative action ; they are too 
sacred, too liable to abuse, they are a Tpxrt of our pergonal 
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aoTvnAgaty, whioh we viH Uerer aobmit to the irill of 
another, and we here nuurk ^ese perBonal reseired ri^ts 
of individiuil Borereignty in the oonstitutioii of the State of 
New York. 

" We will never Borrender the free exerdse and etgoyment 
of religions prcdeaaon and wonhip ; without diBciimmatioa 
and pref^nce, it shall be allowed m this State to all num- 

Sd. And the ft^owing are tiie worda of our State ooBBti- 
tation wUoh yon had forgotten, or hoped the Abolitiomsta 
had : " Srery oitizra may fredy speak, write sad publish hia 
seatiments on all subjectB, being reBponsible for the abuse of 
that ri^t ; and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge- 
the liberty of speech or of (he preBB." 

The 8th section of the 7th artide of our constitation 
abowB you and the world that the people of this State never 
surreudered the hberty of speech, diacussion, or the press to 
the l^ialature. Oh, what scenes of abnse would 'have been 
played off before this world, if licensed prasses, g^^^d dis- 
cnsoion, and m^ inquisitors had been tolerated! And we 
should have seen such laws passed in this StAte by a party 
who had the aiceudenoy, if the conatitntion had not forbid- 
den it, by which one half of the community could neither 
speak, write nor pablish anything of their adversaries, under 
the pain of indictments, fine and imprisonment. We infer 
this from the nature of man, for those arguments wfaidi 
reason cannot answer, force has often attempted. We see 
yon willing (in case Abolitionism continues to hold np its 
head), in subserviency to slave dictation, to leap the buriers 
of the constitution, and advise the legislature to do the sam« 
.act, and seize upon the hberties of speedi, discusrion and the 
press. Yes, you profess your willingness to make slaves of 
the Abolitionists, load them with chiuns and cover them with 
disgrace, trample on the ruined Constitution of your country, 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



BSBPOSSI TO THE KnOAOB OT OOVBBITOB ItUtCT. 67 

to pnroluse the haughty smile thftt tbaj play over the 
featnreH of thst despot trho owns fiTe hundred ^ves, as he 
seea the £m[Hre State vsJlowing in the mire of tyranny, and 
bowing down its head in fearful trepidation before the unre- 
lentmg omdties of davery uid the boisterons hovLi of des- 
potism. Ton may lay the axe to Ihe root of the tree of 
liberty, yoa may out it dowii,'BO that liberty of speech, di» 
cnssion, and the press shaU be laid in one common grave ; 
this is the course adopted by mobs, in anddpation of jronr 
legislative recommendalion ; by those mobs whidi have dis- 
honored your administration, and have nearly overwhelmed 
the republic ; let them cheer yon and the makers of duMe 
lave; but be assored those lairs when passed will be 
treated with scorn and contempt, and their execution, wb^i 
attempted, will be written in blood. 

ABOLmomsis abovs-boasd. 

Abolltioniate have nothing to conce^ ; their actions are 
done on the house-top, their progress is under the eye of tba 
vorid, their march is in the &ce of the sun, they have bo 
flommunity to abase and mislead, they have no mobs to 
inebriate and flatter, they have no support but religion and 
homanity, tliey have no power bat the opiuion of the civi- 
lized world and .the voice of eternal trath ; they have no 
aoxitiaries, bat everlasting jastice, and enlightened con- 
Bcimce ; they have no prospect of saoceeB, bat in the inability 
of eleven slave States to reust their own good, and brave the 
withering scorn of an inanlted world. 

Yoa seem to sneer at " the potency of abolition argomentii 
to instmct a slaveholder in Us doty." Ton assert that the 
slaveholders nnderstand and practise the rightt and duties 
growiag oat of civil and political liberty, as well as the 
ratisen of the North. Is it so, governor ? Then yoa ap- 
prove of Governor McDoffie's message, who asserts slavery 
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to be i^tt and the -pBba of the aocial edifice ; >Bd what 
vonld incline one to have no donbt, that at heart 7011 lov« 
alavery like a sontherner, yon do noirhere in jovi turgid 
meea^^ eren inainoate diat alarery is wrong, or ez]H«8fl the 
feeblfiit deore it ahonld eome te an end. The &ar inteipr»- 
tation, in ih6 jndgment of (diarity, ii, that your moBBtgt 
wu intended as an srtfid indorsement xif all the bold and 
horrible doctrines of lIoDnfle's mesasge, by irhu^ two and 
one^nrth millions of human beinge are to toil nnder tlte iii«i>- 
oiet of the lash, &om the cradle to tiie grave. And yoo, m^ 
edacsted in the anasbine of New England's morality and 
abhorrenoe of slavery, have for a mesa <rf alsr^dding preffi- 
dental pottage, proved tnutor to the ri^^ts of man, aad ia 
defiance of reason and conscience, thrown yonrself into ibh 
putrid and oanoerons embraoes of shwery. 

Ton have published the bans of your marriage to Btaveryi 
in a message to the legislature of this State — what will be the 
fraits of your elevated alliance it requires nether second 
Mght nor a pr<^et to tell ; it will be dishonor and nnmeasnred 
regret. 

MOBS, THB PAKACXA FOB SBBOSB OF OPIHIOH. 

Yon say, "I rely on the infiuence of pnblic ojunitm to 
restrwn the misconduct of dtizens of a free government, 
espedally when directed with such nnexunpled energy and 
onanimity to the evils nnder oonsideiation, and peroeiviiy 
that its operatiooa have tboB&r been M/ubiry, I entertain Uie 
best hopes that this remedy itself will entire^ remove die 
evils or render them comparatively harmless." 

Thus we have y<mr solemn indorsement of all the mobt 
which have, or may hereafter, disgrace yoor adininistrati<»; 
all the mobs whioh by violence may drive the freemen of this 
State from tbur own houses and churches, while disonsaii^ 
the qnestions as to the evils of slavery, and the best i 
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ftf' terminatiiig those flvil§ — yea, these mobs are wbftt 70a 
call a " soond and enli^teiied pnbHo opinioii," headed by 
aome iiaJf-«-doBen minkms of stsvety, yoar Inends, leading 
them on -with dobe, BtoneB, briek-batB, the dregs of oommimity 
mder the iufioence of Uquor, maddeoed by your street cvatora, 
at aaitimeiitB charged on AbolitionistA they Bever entert^ed, 
ofiidooa they never advonoed, projects they never harbored. 
Then the mob vill advance upon the honae of sUsnces order, 
sobriety, philanthropy and prayer, and with all aorta of 
aoreams and yella, throw missUes and break doors and 
.vindovB, with oaths, Uaqthemies, swearing v^igeance while 
they mah into tha house hke fiuuished tigers, and drive with 
viokooe and blood the inmatea therefrom, while they t«ar the 
Kbkfl and psalm-books in tatters, tfaxeateoiog inatant dealii 
to some, and violenoe to all ; the whole night after being spent 
in drankennesB and debauchery, while the village or otty ia 
horror-strack by the violoioe, misrule and uproar. 

This is your oilightened pablio o[anion, whic^ yon and the 
minions of slavery have brought to bear on Abolitdooista ibe 
past year, which you 60 highly approve — and hope will atill 
be employed. Is this the governor of the State of New 
York, who is the leader of mobs by a public approval in his 
message of 1S36 to the legislature of this State ? A mob, 
whioh all men but yourself who have dared to write on the 
anlsjeot, have considered a greater evil than any posdbie one 
they could be invoked to remedy, you have selected as one 
of the moat efficient and sahitsry means of obrreoting errors 
of opinion. Tbe mobs of 1835 have done more to destroy 
the confidence of the friends of liberty, in a republican form 
of goVCTnment, than all the untoward events which have 
happened since the settlement of America. 

Bat I need not pause to inform a statesman of the (^ra- 
tiena of a machine, whioh he has selected as the leading 
exeontive organ (^ hia administration, a remedy so salutary 
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in its nature, ho heftlthy and Tigorons in its effects, in dis- 
lodging error from the Iranian mind, bdng especially calon- 
lated for this end from its moderation in action, its wisdcnn in 
tfae seleotioD of its argnments, the arbatuty with vhich they 
are enforced — bong only eqnslted by the conclnsiveness of 
the log^o emfrioyed to illominate a nund lost in the lal^rmths 
of /anatieal inemdiaty redUttsneaa, vhioh mews, to wish a 
slave a freeman, and instead of a bmte Air a master, that he 
may have the law. 

Yon suppose yonr new discovery to be s nsiverssl panacea 
in government. If men are wrong in tilieir notions on the 
■abject of religion, or do not think like a majority of their 
neighbors, let s mob go and bom their hooses or bams ; 
that will make them think like the majority; or if the minority 
shonld discnBB their opinions in their own houses or oharohes, 
let the mob in upon them with a flood of brick-bats ; tbey 
will see the errors of liberty of speech and free discnssion, 
and repent of it in the awfulness of silence. 

A stone sent against a man'a head by a mob, is the short 
and improved mode of introdaciag truth in (he place of &lse- 
hood. Do I need an authority to sustain this position ? I 
will cite to yon the governor of New York's mess&ge to the 
legislature of !New York, in January, 1836, If a man is 
affected with philanthropy, or love to his fellow man, let a 
mob of tigers lead him by a rope around his neck, and choke 
him till he is black — ^he will see his mistake. If a man has 
ssen that passage of Holy Writ, by which we are com- 
manded, *' WhatHoever things ye would that men should do 
unto yon, do the oame thing to them," let the individual be 
taken by a mob, tarred, feathered, and then be carried two 
miles on a sharp rail with a string of cow-bells hanging ronnd 
ffis neck. This la Governor Marey's medicine for a mind so 
obstinately diseased — and he hopes that, by such a conrse, 
this fiinatio will read his BiUe in this way, " Whatsoerer 
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yon would not that men «honld do nato 700, do thtU %mto 
them.^^ The gr&od benefit of this Bcbeme, when carried out 
ia its fhlleat extent, is to save a commiinit^ from the trouble 
01 distraction of having two or more opinions on one Bub> 
j«ct. By applying mob law, we need have but one opinion, 
on any subject from an oyster to a fixed star. 

It may become usetnl to have a military mob at the Capitol, 
to out short iH-otraoted disonsaoii ; let the government origi- 
nate whatsoever laws the pnblic wel&re may require, and if 
Congress were taught a few wholesome rules of military 
mobism, they too have nothing to do bat to think tike the 
govemment ; and if any man is re&actory, and wishes to 
discosa, let him be shot through the head with an oance Ijall, 
and he will never think difierent from the government ^ain, 
or discuss. Thus Congress might do all tbe business of the 
nation in the afternoon, and save tbe conntry much expense 
in ratting irom December to July, employed in noisy di»- 
cussions and clamorous debate. 

ABOLITIONISM DYING. 

Bat, tax, in stating the &ct that abolition is hastening to an 
end in this State, you are greatly mistaken, for mnce tiie Con- 
vention was broken up in Utica, by your mott-regolation, in 
administering one of tbdr salutary lessons of rebuke, one 
hundred and fifty societies have been added to ths Abolitiwi- 
ists. 

Grovemor, yon are like some other men who state their 
wishes for lads, and are not able to distinguish between 
their meditations by day, and their dreams by night. 

But am I mistaken in supposing this part of your message 
was made to order, for transportation south of the Potomac, 
and was not intended for domestic use, but was intended 
as a New Tear's present to your southern friends, therefore 
is not sobject to the common laws of criticism, wbidi require 
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oettunty enon^ to make it a rdatiTfi to a probability f 'Pee- 
mit me to ufure yon, that ths attempt of the mob at TTtioa, 
to Hi|^n«8B free dlsoouiwi by a oonventioii of more than five 
himdred men, ai respectable bm any body of persons vho ever 
met for the pnblio good, on llut oontinent, has been thedireot 
means of adding thomanda to Uie Abolitionists. 

Let me assore yon farther that yonr leading poUtical friends 
in tliis vicinity, many of them, one year t^ rigned a petition 
to abdiflh slavery in the Diatiict erf* Colombia; I mention tiiis 
to prove, AS coBclnnve evidence, the general abluHT^iee 
Bodety, oninflaeneed by eztraaeoos oansea, feels against the 
crime of tdavery, I think he must be an unapt seholar in 
bunua affairs, who can draw any distinction betireen die 
crime of sUvery, in the District of Colombia, or in the State 
of Sooth Ciux>lina. 

THE coKSTmrnoir akd slm.ves.t. 
Too seem to assert that some seotiim, article, or, if H^diw, 
the spirit of tbe Constitation of the Union, is violated in the 
crusade of AholitJonistB against slavery. To redeem that 
inatroment from the impotation thrown on it as perpetnally 
Bpholdiog slavery has been tbe main canse of this oommmii- 
cation. What is there in our Ibderai Cimstitntion ainoe the 
expir^oa of tiie 9th section of the 1st article in 1808, on tbe 
snliiject of slavery? For I admit that all the horron of 
slavery were wrapped np in the 9th section of the 1st wtide 
which ez^ied in 1809. Itsw<»rd8aretl>ete: "The migration 
or importation of snoh parsons as the States now existing shall 
think proper to admit shall not be pr<diit»ted before 1808,'* 
which section, strange to relate, is made irrepealaUe by the 
Constitotion-making power itsel:^ by a claose in the fitfa arti- 
' ole. Sir, the Constitation. itaeli^ in providing for the short 
Ufe of the 9th section, thereby impliedly admits the wrraig 
which might be done under it, in takii^ tbe slare trade into 
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^ anns for nineteen years, and covering it under in bsdo- 
tiona. Do yon not know that ander the soft and mild phnue> 
tAogjf " The migration or importatioik of snch pentons as the 
States now existli^ think proper to admit, etc^'from 1789 to 
1808," for the apaoe of nineteen long years, not leas than mie 
million of the fathers and mothers of the present generation 
of daves vere stolen and kidm^ped from Africa by yirtae 
of the irrepealable eth section of the Ist articlef Yes, tlio 
Senth refosed the benefit of this Conetitation, and of the con- 
federacy, and were drilling to forego all the blessiDgs it con- 
fers, rather than sorrrader the bloody adrantages of the slave 
trade for'nineteen-yearg. This reveals the secret, and shoira 
irhidi at that time they would hare preferred, the atrocity 
of the slave trade, or the Union without it. And to bring 
tiie Sonth into the measure of the Union and adoption of the 
Constatntion, the Korth were constnuned, in their then dis- 
tressed condition, to accept the Conetitntion, on snch bloody 
and omel terms. What aa inBtniment to hold Dp in the &oe 
of the son in the presence of the civilized world! 

Tba hoana or preminm given by the North to the South 
for the a4i^>tioa of the Constitution, as the tine gud non en 
^A» part of the South, was that the slave States for ninete^ 
years liiould have the unforbidden right to crimson every 
liver of Aiiioa with the blood of her children, the right for 
nhietem yeun to make bet valleys and mountains echo with 
groans of her kidnapped s<mis and daughters, the constitu- 
tional ri|^t for nineteen years to piB^e, rob, ravish and 
murder her inhalntaBtB, and by the light of their biasing 
homes, naika nudoight like noon, to porane and overtake the 
alighted and horror-struek inhabitants and load tiiem wi& 
fotters, in a ship of the middle passage, many of whose bodies 
jattoned the wake-pursning shu'ks, while the men of t^e 
Oarolinas stood upra tite shore, to purduue the surrivom 
Older the irrepealable idnth seotion. 
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This expired mnth aecUon of our CosrtitDtion, to onr 
eternal dishonor, vas the most Bolenm and deliberate iDsnlt 
erer offered to our oommon humanity, and is nitboat s 
parallel in the loi^ annals of homan atrocity; bat thwik 
God — in 1 806 it came to an end. 

Since 1808, that instFuinent is free from the imputation of 
Hoataimng elaTery, directly or indirectly ; and the man who 
■bonld offer it as an authority to prore the perpetuity of 
slSTery, ought to blush for his temerity. Its silence in the use 
of the words&iM is a rebuke louder than a thunder pea^ 
telling the world slavery should never exist by its authority, 
tJiat if the ofience waa oommitt«d, for the ^t nineteen years 
ofitseziatenoe, yet the absence of the word " ^^ov ery " wasa 
l^otest against the office, and an everlasting acknowledg-r 
ment of the shame the instrument would have felt by ita 
insertion. ^ 

The Congress of the United States, in May 1820, to mani* 
&Bt the horror they felt, for the crimes oommitted under 
the Gth section of the first article of the Constitatioii, then- 
expired, declared by a public law, that any American citiz^t, 
who sboold be gnilty of kidnapping, or taking a negro from 
AfHca (being the precise act tolerated by the Coustitutioii- 
from 1768 to 1806), should be declared a jrfrote and pnnidied 
with death. Sir, is not the act of Congress of 1820, the most 
Bolenm rebuke ever found in the records of legislation, of the 
evils tolerated in the 8th section of the first article P 

The 9d «eotk>D of the 1st article of the OoDstitntion, for 
the purpose of fixing the basis of a r^ffesmtatlon in Con- 
gress, says that *' to the whole number of free persons, in- 
cluding those bound to service for a term of years, and 
excluding Indians not taxed, three-fifths of all other persons 
are to be added." This section, the friends of slavery con- 
tend is a oonstitntion^ otnnpact, to uphold and mftintiLin 
alftvery ; I contotd it proves' tiw reverse of the pn^Kwition, 
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and IB a Beotion which expressea, in epirit if not in words, 
the abhorrence this Conetitntion ban tor slavery. The free 
States, in fixing a ba^ for a ratio of representation, include 
every man, woman, child, pauper, idiot, alien, crinuDal or 
malefactor, in those States, under the word "free persons," 
in the first line quoted from the secUou, What is the argu- 
ment or &ct Inetated on by the slave States? Why, that 
under the word, "persons," their slaves shall be counted ia 
fixing the ratio or bada of rcpreseutation, as a counterpoise 
to the women, children, idiots, paupers, aliens uid criminals, 
included under the words "free persons, in Massachusetts." 
The non-slaveholding States, or those who had but few slaves 
and were in a course of emanoipation, saw their opportunity, 
If faich Ihcy did not fail to improve, to wit, that if slaves were 
Uf he counted as perscms, in fixing the ratio or baas of rep- 
resentation, five slaves should count ao more, in the enumer- 
ation, than three free persons ; which would be a continual 
encouragement, and, in fact, a preminm to be p^d in poKHeal 
power for the emancipation of the slaves, who would then 
awell in the count from three to five-fifths. If aJ\ the slaves 
were made free, in the slave States, those States would be en- 
titled to twelve more members of Congress than they now 
have. This is the amount of political power ofiered by the 
Constitution to the slave States, in case those States will 
toandpate their slaves. The language of this section of the 
Constitution is, slavery is wrong, and you of the slave States 
ue to be punished in the loss of political power, as long as 
you uphold it; by abating the amount of your representation 
in Congress two-fifths npon this cIms of persons, it is intended 
to exprem the abhorrence tho Constitution has against sla- 
very, by an abatement of your political power, until you set 
your slaves free. 

This is a constitutional premium in fiivor of human liberty. 

Suppose the Oonstitution had on its face forbidden the 
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Blares to be takm into the Mccomtt, in fixing a buis of r«pre- 
Bentation. Would not this have been the Btrongeat ex- 
pretsioD possible Eigainst slsTery ? If that would be the 
effect of a total rejection of the slave enumeration, is not the 
argument the same in kind, if not in degree, which rejects 
two-fifthfl of the slave census ? 

Thns the Constitution nhows itaelf inimioal to sUvery, in 
that vay which would moat strongly tend to its aboUUon. If 
the (dave had not been taken into the enumeration apoa any 
principle, the bounty offered by the Constitution, for their 
emaaoipation, would have been forty repreaentatiTes, in Con- 
gress, to which their numbers, when emandpated, would en- 
title them. The tone of political power would have been too 
strong for slavery- itself, and would have burst ita bouda. 

If this argument is sound when applied to a rejection of the 
whole number of slaves, it must be when applied to the re- 
jection of two-fifths; the difference is only in degree ; in the 
irapposed case, the bounty p^d for emandpatiou would be 
forty Beats in Congress, whereas it now ofiers twelve or 
thirteen. The principle is the same. The Constitution is 
nentral ; it leans many degrees in favor of liberty, and against 
slavery as a system ; not barely in cold advice, but in holding 
, np motives of political power for its abandonment. 

The apologists for slavery at the North and South, who 
wish to hang upon the skirts of the Constitution, luid convert 
the temple of liberty into a cave of slavery, clum to find a 
constitntional compact for slavery in the - Sd section of the 
4th artide of the Constitution, by which persons held to 
service under the laws of one State, escaping into another, 
shall be delivered up, on claim of the persons to whom the 
service is due. Though slaves may have been delivered up, 
who were even fugitives from one State to another, by virtue 
of this provifdon, yet, it does not follow, that this section was 
neoessarDy created for sueh an ol^eot. * 
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No, BIT, a man who should contract to work for another 
two years, or any other given time, an apprentice bonnd to 
his master, a principal fleeing from his biul, or a child frtwi 
lus parent, or a wife from her hasband, woiild a)! iairly come 
within the scope of this provision of the Constitution, and 
fhlfin its spirit and letter, witbont necessarily including or 
ezdnding fagitire slaves. And this section of the 4th arti- 
cle of the Constitution wonld be equally necessary as now, 
if there were not a slave in this land. The Constita- 
tion would be clearly defective, without such section, were 
there no slaves, for the snrrender of the apprentice, the prin- 
cipal in case of bait, the wife, the child, etc., fleeingfrom 
those persons to whom their services were due. Soppoie 
there was a treaty between England and the United States, 
that England would surrender up all fugitive slaves tleeing 
to "her dominions from the United States, to their owner, 
would that treaty be a bar to England's earposilions to obt^ 
from ua the abolition of slavery ? No ! Strange would be 
the reply of the United States if she shonld say, "Ah! Eng- 
land, by agreeing to surrender our fugitive slaves, yon have 
covenanted slavery is right ; you therefore have barred your- 
self from censnriog the practice; yon have adopted it and 
made it your own ; the agreement to surrender is an agree- 
ment that slavery is an institution of Heaven and a pillar of 
the social system. You have no business to intermeddle, 
expostulate, or even to endeavor to convince, by arguments, 
that it is wrong," 

This would be called strange morality, and still stranger 
logic. The Constitution in many of its parts is nothing but 
a treaty between the then thirteen, now tweoty-fonr States, 
doing that by a perpetual Constitution, which independent 
nations do by treaty. The second section of the 4th article 
is of this character, and dtiea by no means sustain slavery, on 
its ftce or by necesuty, but without the clause, if there was 
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not ft Blare la tfae land, the States vonld be inrolved in eoa- 
tinn^ difficoltiea, in relation to those persona fleeing from 
one State to another. 



AitE:aiCA.S BENTIUENT A 

It shall be my bosineBS to show th&t, as &r as this nation 
has acted on the Bnbject of slaver y, the nation is anti-slsrery 
in its character, and abolitionist, as it couoema the great 
crime against man. So &r as its opinions and sentimenta 
are dedocible frotn ita laws, a brief review of national legisla- 
tion may be instractire in it« deduotions. For it is sud tlae 
diaraoter of a people may be learned in th«r laws. This is a 
political axiom. 

The first Continental Congress whioh met in Philadelphia 
in 1774, expressed its deep abhorrence of slavery, and mani- 
fested ita principles in a resolution of load oondemnation of 
the slave trade, by a resolution not to import or purdiase 
any slave imported after December, in that year, and thus 
abolish the trade, 

2d, The Constitution of the United States refused to coua- 
tecance the slave trade after tfae first of January, 1808. 

3d. By the acts of Congress passed March 22, 11M, and 
May 10, 1800, dtizens and reddents of the United States 
were forbidden, niider penalties, from engaging in tfae traos- 
portation of slaves &om the United States to any other conn- 
try ; or from one foreign country to another foreign comUay, 
for the purpose of traffic. In fact, these States presented the 
moral absurd, on account of the 9th section of -the 1st article . 
of the Constitution of the United StaUs, These two acts 
of Congress forbid the American citizen from being oon- 
oemed in the slave trade everywhere, except he brought the 
slave to his omn land. 

4th. By an act of Congress, passed 2d March, 1807, the 
slave trade was prohibited after the Ist of January, 1S08, 
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nndar & eeveie penalty, being t^ day the 9th seotion of the 
^t article expired. 

sth. On the 26th April, 1818, Congress passed a law, by 
whioh the penalties were increased for importing slaves, 

6th. By an act of CongresB, passed in 1819, armed vesaels 
irere authorized to go to the Afiioan coast and stop the 
trade, as Jar as our citizens were oonoenied, and seise the 
-Teseels of those who had slaves. 

7th. By an act of Congress, passed 15th May, 1630, it was 
declared that if any American cilazea, or any person for him, 
diontd land in Africa, and import a person therefrom, with 
the intent of making him a slave, or forcibly bring ssid per- 
son on board said ship, such citizen or person should be 
' adjudged a pirate, and on conviction, snfier death. 

Thus we have no leas than seven solemn ezpresdoDS of the 
nation ; one a resolution of the old Congress, and six acta of 
Ccoigress since the adoption of the Constitution. 

Thus we see pahlio opinion, as the law, marching forward 
in a steady progress, irom the simple resolve that it was 
wrong, through all the grades of ascending penalty, till the 
crime became piracy, and its punishment death. 

The principle on which tJiese lavs of the nation rest, is 
that alavery is a crime, perpetrated by him who deprives 
another of his liberty by dispossessing turn of all right to the 
fruit of his own labor, or the benefit of his own powers, 
mental or corporeal. Can the wit of man show me any dif- 
ference in the extent or amount of injury done to a slave. In 
being stripped of all the rights which make him a man, 
whether it be done north or south of the equator, in this 
parallel of longitude or that degree of latitude, on this side 
.of the world or the other, in Africa, on the ocean, in Caro- 
lina or Yermont ? 

The injury done to liim is one and indivisible, the same in all 
times and all places. To him all forma of government, an 
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aUke, he can dum nothing from an^; the deBpotism of 
Torkey, the monarchy of France, the republio of the Unif^ 
State*, find him nothing hat a thing bereaved of eveiy 
nataral or acquired idght. No change changes bia destiny. 
The slaTe is the same anywhere, everywhere, in all times, the 
•ame yesterday, to-day and forever. If so, how powerfidly 
do these acts of Congress upbraid and reproach every slave- 
holder in this nation, and yon, his apologist, with injnstice. 

Those statutes are a moral indictm^it in which every slave- 
holder in this nation may find his name, with that of his apolo- 
psts included. If the lowest moan of the oppressed is beard 
and remembered in heaven agtdnst the oppressor, what mnst 
l>e the size of yonr offence against poor miserable humanity, 
to throw the weight of your ofBcial temporary consequence 
agaiDHt the slave, by which he may be sunk lower in the 
mire, and be made an exile from the land of his fathers no 
less than from yonr oold bosom. 

Have not the northern States, in consenting to the 9th sec- 
tion of the Ist article for nineteen years, become *' particeps 
criminis " ag^nat those, or the chUdreu of those, who were 
brought here by it ? Have we not a right to repent and 
remonstrate with our partners in guilt, who are now roIUng 
in wealth on the uspiud labor of those beings, or their child- 
ren, brought here under the 9th section ? But you still 
point to the Constitution of the United States to uphold this 
ofienoe — you would fdn make it confess itself the citadel of 
slavery. Is this Constitution that nondescript, in politi- 
tical science, with the words of liberty on its tongue, and 
republicanism in its mouth ; is it that hag, "which palters in 
a double sense, and keeps the word of promise to the ear, to 
break it to the hope?" Does it veil beneath its folds an 
eternal engagement to keep millions in the most hopeless 
bondage f 

A nde of great benignity in the construotion of a statute, 
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ibr which jre are indehted'to that great legacy of wiadom 
■ bequeathed us by the common law, is, that where words in a 
Btatute admit of a double oonxtructioo, that which is in &voi 
of humau liberty and justice ia always to be adopted. 
Another rule derived from the same source is, that when 
there is doubt in the construction of a statute, the preamble 
of that statute may be resorted to as a key to unlock the 
mind and true intent of the legislature in the euactment of 
the law. Let ns apply these pi-inciples to the Constitution 
of the Union. 

Is it to be believed or endured that a Constitution whose 
preamble proclaims to the world that it was made " for a 
more perfect union, to establish Justice, promote the general 
tedfare and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and 
om: posterity forever," is only a covenant of eternal injustice, 
with everduring misery to millions of our population ? If 
your construction of this Constitution, with that of the slave- 
holder's be right, the preamble should have been in these 
words: "We, the people of the United States, in order to 
establish successful injustice and eternal tyranny over the 
millioas of our black population, and to secure our own inde- 
pendence, welfare and prosperity as far as white men are 
concerned, do establish," etc 

We have the direct authority of the framera of the Consti- 
tution, that their object in the Constitntion was to promote 
libeity and justice ; you and your southern friends hy your 
construction say it was made to promote eternal injustice, and 
hopeless slavery to millions. Which shall prevail, your . 
opinion or that of the men who made it ? 

Could a stranger to our institutions find the time or section 
where slavery is sustained in the Constitution ? 

Would he find it in the 4th section of the 4th article, which 
guarantees to every State in the Union a republican form of 
goTemment P 

4* 
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TTonld be select Loniuana, a State in which a majority of 
tlie inhabitants are slaves, and Bome of them with ohaina oa 
their legs, with iron bands belting their waists and necks, 
with iron boms four feet in length f^tstened to those iron col- 
lars, to prevent the wearer's escape, in the cane-brakeB, while 
others have a chain twenty feet long &atened to the belt of 
the waist, at one end, while the other is nnited to a sixty 
pound weight of iron, which the slave lifts and carries in 
advance, the length of his chun, and then returns and works 
up to it with his hoe, and tbns repeats the operation as often 
as necessary, and when night comes, aimdst rattling chains, 
cracking whips, and gory backs, they are marched into 
ponnds, and agiun chained to staples in the wall, till the com- 
ing mom F Yes, the 4th section of the 4th article is a stand- 
ing covenant against slavery. 

And it is impossible to fulfill that guaranty of a republican 
form of government while one half of the persons in a State 
are slaves to another. For, could Louisiana with 100,000 
white men and 200,000 slaves be said to have a repulv 
licanform of government, which regards all persons as equal 
in the eye of the law ? 

This section of the Constitution is violated by every slave 
State, and will never be honored or respected till universal 
emancipation takes place. 

For the very idea of a republican form of government holds 
all persons under it equal in the eye of the law. Can a State 
tolerating slavery be s^d to have a republican form of gov- 
ernment f If 80, the moat stupid tyranny which ever governed 
the dolts of India may be called a republican form of govern- 
ment. An aristocracy might be called a republican form of 
government, for in that form the grandees are equal ; but the 
common people are not the equals of the grandees, in the 
eye of the law, any more than the slaves of Carolina are the 
equals of Gov, UcDuffie in the eye of the law. 
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The time may not be far distant, vfaen the gbost of this 
message will haunt your dreams of popularity by day and by 
Digbt, and show its spectral form astride every path of your 
future advancement. The time may not be far distant, when 
your repentance may be too late, for lending your official 
' message as an indorsement of all the mobs by which your 
administration has been sullied, by which the dignity of the ' 
State has been dishonored, which will draw down upon yon 
the reproaches of an insulted people ; while you have barely 
firmness to resist the myrmidons thirsting for William's blood 
in Alabama, while in effect you beg pardon of Governor Gale 
for your refusal to deliver him up. You might as well have 
sent an apology for not selling the sovereignty of the State, 
as yon had conveyed that to the mobs. You can overlook 
the insult done to the sovereignty of New York by slave 
States in offering $50,000 to kidnap one of our principal citi- 
zens, and carry him from his home to be sacrificed to the 
orgies of slavery, in a foreign land. Such insults on sOTe- 
reignty as these, cannot draw forth a Ime of reprehen«oii 
from your pen- 
Neither did yon know the State was insulted in her 
sovereignty, when you saw 50,000 of your feUow-cidzeos 
indicted under general presentments of southern juries, 
charging your citizens to the amonnt of four hundred so- 
cieties of abolitionists, with the crimes of murder, robbery, 
arson, and holding tbem up as objects of odium to the 
civilized world. All this you bear with tamenesa, permitting 
the world to believe that the State over which you preside 
has hundreds of organized societies who are incendiaries, and 
whose object is to burn houses, cities and towns ; men who 
have made themselves obnoxious to the vengeance of the 
haman' race. 
Do yon viiulioata them, «nd pwit the vorid to the Oonstl- 
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totion and lavs of th«ir ooantiy, vhioh they hare nerer 
violated i No ; but yon are torturing your inTention to 
find hov an act of an Abofitioiust, Thich is right and consti- 
tntional in the State of Niw York, becaose people in otlia 
States do not like it, for that caaae, may be punished as 
criminal here. 

Before yon can render that oriininal in Abolitionists, in 
foreign States, whicb is innocent aX home, you must destroy 
your Constitution. What an insult to New York for Virginia 
to demand that New York shall violate her oonstitntion, and 
turn the constitutional acts of her citisens into crimes, be- 
oause, forsooth, Virginia fears her own citizens in time may, 
by the force of reason and discussion, entertam tiie same 
opinion tus New York, to wit, that slavery is wrong. Hunt 
the pages of legislation throagh the civiliaed world for your 
precedent, and your search will be aa hopeless as your object 
ia. Iniquitous. 



Farewell to liberty, law and unsurrendered individual 
■overdgnty, fenced by the most solemn constitutions, when 
the citizens of New York may not discuss, or print and 
«irculate their sentJments on any moral problem, or any 
cpieatifsi of ri^t and wrong, of liberty or slavery. As well 
might France call on the United States to apologize for the 
President's message, as for Virginia to call on New York to 
bow down to slavery in apologetic laws, in overthrowing the 
conatitutional barriers erected for the defence of our citizens. 
If we obey one State, we ought in cirility to obey every 
State's request, so that we may have not less than twenty- 
three distinct tracks marked out for this State to pursue, or 
twenty-three masters. The State of New York says, I know 
my dtizens have violated no duty and are acting within their 
constitutional limit; but the acts of my citizens are sot 
4fpKiT«i by otil^ StMM, and <m liw principle of iotetme- 
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di&te or international law, to preserve peace and frieDdabip 
vitb mj neighborB, I mast take sway their conatitstiooal 
rights, and instead of my being their master, my neighbors 
tue to be their future governors, lords and jadgea. Virginia 
might aa well aek for the title deeds to our sovereignty, and 
that oar dtizens should sign a perpetual indenture of apprca- 
tioesbip to her haughty State. The North have, in paying 
tribote to the word Union, consented to the insertioD of the 
9th section of the let artide, by which aU Airica for nine- 
teen years was made a slaughter-yard for soathem oapidity ; 
the KorUi yielded the three^fth slave representation ratio 
to the threat of severance by southern dictation ; the North 
admitted Missouri into the Union as a slave Stat*?, from tKe 
btHsterons clamor of southern tyranny, that if the North did 
■ot yield, the Union should be rent; the North, in 1833 
and 1833, to the terrific cry of nullification and diasolntion, 
sacrificed one thousand millions of northern industry, capital 
and property, in the destruction of the American system, to 
propitiate the slaveholder and save the Union. 

'Die last demand now made is under the stereotype threat 
of dissolving the Union, unless the northern States legislate 
by express direction of the South, and destroy liberty of 
speech, discussion, the press, and thirteen constitutions of 
thirteen States, in obedience to her surly despotism. 

Let the non^laveholding States beware that they do not 
insult the spirit of the age, dishonor the memory of the 
valiant dead, and make their posterity blush for the craven 
spirit of their ancestors. 

The time, air, is at hand when the non-slaveholding States 
must act in a crisis of all that is dear to oar citizens, and will 
prepare for the annals of the historian, a page of glory or 
disgrace ; and as that page shall be written, so will the destiny 
of the Kepublic be settled: if Slavery is in the ascendant, th.it 
page will be the Epitaph of liberty. 
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ADDRESS TO THE ABOLITIONISTS 

OF THE SIA.IE OF NEW TOBE. 

Ai Tiparted hy a Committet appointed btf the firit Annual MetUng of th* 
lf*» TerhatattAiUi-WmnrifSacUly^efflhiek Oommittee Alton Slnart, 
A^., iMH OMnnait, and iMdt woj wunlnMMify tdopUd, Ottehtr, ISM. 

To reacoe the helpless, to resUt oppreuion, to elevate the 
despiMd, to combat deipotism, to iuBtract and Boiieo the 
oonsdence of the master, to make free, exalt, enlighten and in* 
vigoriite the faculties of the slave, stand before the world, as 
the objects oS piomineiit pursuit by the Nev York State 
Anti-SlaTery Society. 

What object bo sublime, as that -which abates the sufierings 
of num as a physical being, while it amplifies the undying 
powers, makes the individual conscious of the greatness of 
his «igin, the superiority of his heaven-descended lineage, 
and his ultimate destiny beyond the oppressions of time, and 
the cruelties of a transitory world ? 

What is worthy the pnrsoit of a tenant of immortality, 
except that which may place his own body, and that of his 
neighbor, in the beat attitude to have the sool illununated 
witJi the knowledge of itself, of its Author, its obligations to 
itself, to man, and to Grod ? 

But the question is asked every day, who is my neighbor P 
Every homan bcmg, on whom the sun rises or sets, who feela 
the cold of winter, or the heat of summer, whether he is 
seated on the throne of power or languishes in the damps of 
Ae dungeon ; whether he is fed from the table of abundance, 
or eats his moldy cnist nnder the shadow of a wall ; whether 
he b« the owner of the rice, cotton and Bi^[ar fields of the 
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sultry Sonth, or the naked, Bcar-msrked, chiun-Ioaded, vhip- 
beaten, ouder-fed, and unpaid slave wlio caltirateH them. 

No matter where he received his birth ; whether idolatry 
has forged ita wretched chains for his mind, whetiier he be 
edacated to lift his band on the solitudes of Airica, to atrip 
others of what they have ; no matter bow great the debase- 
ment of mind, even if lost in the mazes of Confuciaa' infidel- 
ity ; no matter how that mind has been defiled by the rust 
of BuperstiUon, in & sucoeasion of ags» ; no matter with what 
fearful orgies of the midnight blaze and flowing blood, the 
eons of Christendom have robbed the black man of himself ; 
no matter how solemn the form by which the planter of the 
South, by barg^ and sale, by written instrmnents drawn in 

' conformity to the highwayman's code, may make out his 
title (yes, let him show his bond fbr human flesh) ; no nut- 
ter how bloody legislation may attempt to create title deeds, 
by which man may be sold to man ; no matter how solemn 
the form of the last will of the dotard, trembling on the con- 
fines of the grave, who endeavors to hind to another the 
slave who has served him through life's brief coarse; no 
matter how often he may be^ his will, " In the name of 
God, amen" — (Solemn mockery I Gtod-insaltmg adjuration! 
Tea, let southern lawyers bring their 40,000 recorded wills, 
let us behead these scoffers now, in their noiaeless graves, 
binding 600,000 human beings, to eternal slavery, calling on 
God with an "amen" — "so might it be," to ratify what 
might lEuse a blush on a mined archangel's cheek ;) no mat- 
ter for all this casuistry, this network of frand, this inversion 

' of troth ; no matter for all these things, the slave is still a 
man, onr brother, and an inheritor of Eternity — ^he is still 
the man who went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 
among thieves ; and this Society is the Samaritan, who will 
take him up, hind his womids, and restore him to himself. 
Tee, if anything mak^ one nearer, and dearer, and more of 
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A ndghbor Uua aooUter, il u became hU helplessnefls and 
misery demaod it, and we must obey the heavenly mandate- 
To enlarge the compass of action beyond the efforts of indi- 
vidual benevolence, in behalf of the poor American slave, and 
form this Society, one year ago, brought together 600 of the 
choice BpiriU of this State, the sons of humaoitj-, from tJie 
borders of Lake Erie, the hills of Montauk, the mountains of 
Delaware, the waters of Cbamplain, the banks of the Hudson, 
and the shores of Ontario. 

American Slavery ia a pyramid of crime — a death shade 
thrown over this guilty land. Though we were driven from 
this t«mplo of the Most High, dedicated to Him *' who is no 
respecter of persons," by a mob of native Americans — ^whose 
principles on that occasion, were the same as those taught in 
the school of Dante, Marat, and RobeapieiTe, yet ^'6 have 
reason to thank the Source of all good, that while these ene- 
mies of God and man intended it for our harm, it resulted in 
our good, in adding many thousands to our numbers. Under 
the sanction of the principles, embodied in the constitution 
of our Society, we are assembled in the same house, a second 
time, to publish to our countrymen, the secrets and move- 
ments of our Society, with our tutnre intentions. These prin- 
ciples and intentions are inscribed on the hearts of the benevo- 
lent, and make their home in the temple of eternal Justice. 
They are principles which are not depending npon the ebul- 
litions of a floating, unthinking mob, who will shout hosan- 
nas to-day, and cmcifixion to-morrow; whose mmds are 
unfixed as the whirlwind, one day insulting Heaven and dis- 
honoring earth with fiendish shouts over prostrate bomaoity, 
whUe the next, they bmld temples to canonize the ashes of 
the victims they have immolated, and then place in the 
highest niche of. human remembrance, that man as philan- 
thropist, when dead, who, when living, was loaded with 
obloquy, and covered with reproach. These principles bind 
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in boly harmony a band of philanthropiBts, wbo deride the 
scorn of the hanghty, who love the lowest bebg ioTestcd 
with a never-dying mind, who move forward and upward 
against the descending stream of popular violence, carrying 
consolation and deliTerance to the prisoner—onawed by the 
bold front of defiaoce, but upheld and cheered by the rewards 
ofthe final judgment; when the master and slave, the scomer 
and the scorned, the oppressor and the oppressed, shall stand 
up for a fin^ analyus of character, before die Judge, at 
whose presence the heavens and earth will flee away. 

To lend energy to truth, to give confidence to virtue, to 
be nnmbered with the feeble, to take seats with the humble, 
to divide our substance with the hungry, never to forsake the 
dumb, never to cease displaying the slave's wrongs to this 
guilty age, always to continue haunting the imagination of 
this slave-grinding nation, with the crimes of the past, the 
wickedness of the present, and the accountability in the 
iiiture ; while at the same time we implore the Parent of the 
Universe to hear the cries of the millions of hia helpless 
children, which are ascending day and night from the slave- 
cnrsed fields of southern despotism; are objects lying near 
our hearts. 

vmW 07 SI.ATSBT. 

Let us take a view of slavery, as it appears in masses, 
either for the purpose of seeing the amount of robbery com- 
mitted on slaves of this land, as a question of money; or the 
amount of bmtal chastisement mflicted to obttun the labor 
performed ; and then let ua examine briefly the constitutional 
power of Congress, to abolish the internal American slave 
trade, now prosecuted with most ofthe horrors which accom- 
panied the old African slave trade. 

There are at least 500,000 slaves in the slave States, each 
of whom, at the present prices of produce, earns, over and 
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above hu wretched anbaiBtence, $200 per anniun, or one 
hundred millioiu of dollars. The otiier 2,000,000 of tisvem 
we pat down aa earning no more tlian Ui^r miseraUe sab- 
Bistesoe, which is, beyond a donbt, greatly nndervalmng 
their labon. This calualadoD leaves the slaveholders in the 
. receipt oi a net inc<Hne <i£ one hnndred millions of dollars, not 
one d<dlar of which bdoogs to the slaveholder, bot every 
dolUr onght to be the slaves'. To obtain this one handrad 
millions of dollars from the poor slave, there are inflicted st 
least, on an average, twenty laahea or blows on the persoD 
of eaoh slave, whioh would not be inflicted were they not 
slaves, amounting to fifty millions of lashes on the two and 
a half millions of slaves, or, in other words, a blow is stmck 
for every two dollars earned b; the slaves. The fifty mQ- 
lions of lashes is the i-etnm the slaveholder makes as a com- 
pensation for the $100,000,000 earned for the masters by ^e 
poor slaves. 

The united robberies, piracies, forgeries, connter&it^ooney- 
paaaing, and thefts of the whole world for one year, will not 
equal the snm of which the American slaves are robbed 
annually. The American slave has been robbed every day 
for 200 years gone by, by a people whose chivalry eondsts in 
the generonty of t/uU act. The fifty millioDs of lashes strack 
on the American slaves (which would not be if they were 
Iree) exceed all the acts of cruelty of the civilized and bar- 
barian world beside. Yes, the twelve slave States of 
America are the head-quarters of cruelty for the worid ; the 
residence of duelling, the native land of Lynch law, where its 
professors redde and its scholars practise. These States are 
the asylnm of piracy, made reapectable by the sanctions of 
law, where immortal minds are ruined, in tht wholesale, by 
oonstitatioa^ edicts; where the marriage contract is ex 
changed for wandering adultery. This is the land dedicated 
to amidgamadon, where 600,000 mulattoes t«stiiy the afieo- 
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.:iioii and honorable love eziatisg between the matter and the 
femait slave. This is the I&nd where &therB sell children, 
and brothers mid Bisters sell brothers and sisten. This ia the 
same land whose clergy bare found a carious edition of the 
Bible, BOBtaining these acta apon the aathority of IKvine 
ocffnmands. These are the lands where the instinct of the 
bloodhonnd is ifnproTed by pursiiing, overtaking and revel- 
ling in hnman flesh. Thia ia the chirah^}ns htnd, the inhabi- 
tants of whioh, for fear of insnirection, are pllowed on guns, 
putok and swords ! Here are the great man, woman and 
child flesh markets of the world. Immortal sonls are the 
merchandise of the aootion room. This is the land where 
Abohtioniats are threatened, de&med, and put to death ; tlus 
is the land which threatens the dissolntion of tlie eon- 
ftdeiacy ; this is the land of si.atxs. 

WHAT HATB J1BOIJTIONI8T8 DONE? 

But it is sometimes asked what have Abolitiomats done to 
terminate abnses so shocking, and outrages so insupportable f 
If any cause could excite self-congratnlation, and stimulate 
to noble and expanded exertions in behalf of the future, it b 
the cause of Abolition. What cause ever b^re in less than 
tJuee years, in the face of obloquy, and a nation's opposition, 
:Wa8 fonnd able to organize between six and seven hnndred 
■oeieties, comprising the most elevated piety, the warmest 
philanthropy, the most disdnguished talents, with untiring 
industry ? 

In tJie space of three years the attention of several State 
l^fialatures have been awakened. Almost a fifth of the 
time of the last Congress of the nation was consumed in the 
discussion of the lost rights of the slave ; and the gaze of the 
trorld has been fixed on this great struggle of Bn:&ring 
btmanity. 

If tlte oanae of Abdition had seoured nothiI^; more tluo 
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goflh nniTersal attentioD, and Bach formidable combinations 
for its iuppressioD, it vonld h&Te bees ground for the mo«t 
deroat thankfiUneas. But this ia not aU. Tbi Abolitibnigts 
have meaanred Bvorda with the Blareholder on aereral great 
qoestloiia, in their in&noy, with entire bucocbb. 

SLATXB0U>XB8 VOIL£D. 

The ^veholderB of 1835 and 1886, demanded, 

1st. An ezpresuoo of Congress, that it was nnoonatitn- 
tional to abolish slavery in the District of Colombia, and tke 
Territories of the nation. But the slareholdera w&n/oQed: 
— CongreBB reAised to utter that wi^ed sentiment ; and thst 
reliisai is eqniTaleat to a verdict, exactly the reverse of what 
die slavd>olden insolently demanded; and it is an ms- 
knowledgment that Congress baa the power to abolish slnvtvy 
in the District and TerritorieB. 

2d. That Blftveholdera demanded that Congress shonld not 
receive the petitions of Abolitionists ; but Congress dedded 
they would receive them. 

Sd. The South asked Congress by law to g^ the prms, by 
n eystem of espiont^ to confer on the 1 0,000 depnty post- 
masters a power to peep and pry into every secret that passed 
through the mails, so as to exclude all anti-elaveiy written «r 
printed communication s, from a passage into the slave States, 
But thia bill CongresB, after solemn deliberation and l<»ig 
diBcosrion, refuted to pass, bnt passed, in favor -of Ab<^ 
tionists, a law, which is the converse of the slavehoMerS' de- 
feated bill. In the 92d aection of the new post-office law of 
last winter. Congress has made it a penalty not exceeding 
|600, and imprisonment not more than six months, and a 
removal trom office, together with a disqualification to h<dd, 
forever thereafter, the office of post^naster, to delay any 
letter, newspaper or package, on its passage to its defltiofc- 
tion, or to refiise to tranamit or driver said letter, paper or 
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jpMokage to its proprietor. Thi* is all Abolitionuta oonid Mk, 
m order to redress inch ontragea u those at Cfasrleston tad 
New York last 7ear. In ftict, this law is powerful in its ooo- 
seqacDoes, and no poHtnuater will dare deUy the p&saage or 
delivery of the most " violent " aoti-slaviery pami^let or 
newspaper a single minute, short of forfeiting his office, and 
sabjectin^ himself to the penalty of a dungeon. 

No Abolitionist could have asked for a sterner law for his 
protection than CongrsM made in reply to the ^reholders* 
insolent demand. 

4th. The governors of many of the slave States loudly de- 
manded, by measles and special oomnmnications, directed 
to the free States of the North, that the legislatures of these 
States should violate th^ own Qonstttntians, and set at 
naaght their Magna Chartas, and pass laws forbidding the 
existence of Anti-Slavery Societies, suppress speeches or 
writings against slavery. But the tree States refused to 
com^y with one iota of these demands. 

Gth, Southern legislatures have, fay resoloticms, made tho 
same request as thdr governors, and met with no better 



6tb. The South have done homage to the Abolition senti- 
ment at the North, by keeping their slaves at home and not 
insulting our feelings by thmr presence the summer past, in 
such nombers as formerly. Two reasons have operated on 
tiiem to do this: 1st. They felt ashamed to acknowledge 
themselves slaveholders by such palpable evidenoe. Sd. This 
fears of the slave's esoape, or that the slave having been 
brought here by his master, would become iree the moment 
he touched our soiL For the law for delivering up sUvea 
applies to fii^tives, and not to slaves brought here by their 
masters ; all of whom are free the moment their feet rest 
upon the soil of any free State, unless the slave is registered 
aeootding to law. 
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7tfa. Th9 dei^aioa of tli« Sapreme Court of Mauaohosett^ 
one of tbe moat diitrnguisfaed oocrts for legal talent to W 
finind in this or any other dritiaed load, has decided, the past 
summer, that all alaves broaght into that State by their 
toasters beomne instantly free : which proposittoa or dedaioa 
is eqnally true <^ all the other lV«e States. If this dedrion is 
not correct, a slavdic^er might bring a gai^ of alavea with 
him here for six months at a time, and thns trample on the 
laws of the free Sutea, as veil as insnlt the feelings of all 
good men; This he cannot do without pemnseion of thv' 
State given him by law. 

Hm deoiaonof dwoonrtofHasaacftitntts will befbondto 
be, with the tergameab which supports it, an important btd^- 
wark of American liberty. If this decision be not eoond law, 
this mmistroiK consequence moat follow, that a free State 
wonld dh>w a foreigner or a citiiien of another State, privi- 
1^;« denied to its own dtizene. 

It has always been considered in the law of nations, that 
great oomit^ was shown the citizen of another State, if he. 
was pnt mi an ac[nal footing with the citizens of the country 
whose hospitality he enjoyed; but to allow a Virginian to be 
followed by a train of trembling slaves, to this State, wonld 
be not only to place that individual above onr own citizens, 
bet also above the laws and institutions of the State itself. 
But as self-evident as this proposition seems, its assertion at 
this tim6, from so high a source, cannot but be regarded as 
one of the most dieering evidences in &vor of the principles 
of abolition and hnmanity ; and, in &ct, as one of the great 
landmarks in the career oftmivereal emancipation. 

The year 1630 will ever be remembered as a year in 
which Christian philanthropists in Great Britain extended 
their noble hands to our dd, in the most dignified expressions 
of kindneea and sympathy. We cannot but regard the 
friendship of the great, the good, and the powerfol in 
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Eaglwid, at this tim«, U one of tlte most cheering oircnm- 
eAanoes to arouse the desponding, and snstKin the tFQe-hpart«d, 
amidst the iwrsecntiotis of edaveholdera, or the ioraHB of their 
i^ologistB. Nothing has more employed the attention of 
good men in England, the summer past, than in learning the 
natnre and hCNTrore of Aoi^can Blarery. To anch a point of 
detestation has the slav^older annk in English estimation, 
that it is believed none of the first men of the sootheni Sttt«s, 
wlio are slavebolderB, wonld be admitted into good l^g^Jeh 
spciety, where the &ct wu known, aaj Boraier than persons 
who were emugglers, or engaged in the African slave trade. 

We ahonld be mnch surprised, if tiie same eonrse of treat- 
ment in ocnniDg years should not be pursued by the beet idasa 
of society in the free States toward Uie slaveholders. 

It may be laid down, as indiqmtaUe, frcnn the foi^ving 
Bt^^ements, that the Hlaveh(^derB have been driven &om every 
position they endeavored to occapy, and rooted most disgrace' 
fully, on tiieir own choeen fidd of battle. Yei, they have 
been beatcu at all points, from tbdr hi^-handed and wicked 
atteanpts to cat oS the slave's ohanoe of eseape from his 
cbolnS' 



i CHrvALHT. 

Perhaps it is wrong not to award what is even due to a 
chivalrous slaveholder. It mnst not be denied, and justice 
compels OS to admit, that sixty slaveholders in Tennessee, in 
the summer of 1635, did surround, take, and arrest Amos 
Dresser, an Abolitionist — a harmless, talented young man, 
travelling through that State — and whipped him twenty lashes 
on the naked back, because he was a member (rfan Abolition 
Society in Ohio, and then banished hjm from the State. The 
chivalrous citizens of the State of Georgia, in the year 1836, 
surrounded, waylaid, and took a Mr. Kitchell, a citizen of 
New Jersey, a pious yout^ a recent graduate of the Theolo* 
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gio^ SeiiiiiiBry at Frinoeton, tntTetliog in the SonUi, on 
aoooont of iafiim health, upon the susiuioion of being an 
Abolitionist (which it ia einoe nnderetood he was not) and 
tarred, feathered, and violentlf beat him, and expelled him 
from the State. Thns ve see how glorioos the laorela of 
chivaby qipear in the victoriea won on the fields of T«n- 
oessee in 1886, and the no leas anspioioaB campaign whidi 
' fiUed the cnp of Qeorgia,'B renown in 1886. 

The slav^older the smmner past, ha» been following hii 
amal ohiTalroos punuitB — the rec^taring of fugitive Blaves 
in the &ee Statea— and in some instances has been snocessfal 
m rednoing to a second bondage, those who had been beyond 
chuna and whips ten and fifteen years, by the ud <tf those 8Bp> 
pte instnunents of tyranny — the well paid constable and jus- 
tice of peace, whose conscuncea are more alive to an obedioMw 
to the raqnidtion of the act of CcmgrasB for retaking ftt^tive 
slsves, than tiiey are to the londest calls of humanity. Yea, 
had the slave the same sum of mtmey to pay the mi^stntte 
and ctmstable for his eBOiq>e, which the master pays for his 
jadimal kidni^ptng, few fogitire slaves would ever cross 
Mason & Dixon's line a second time. 

Let the finger of this world's scorn be pointed to that offioer, 
jndidal or ministerial, who shall lend himself to the slave- 
holder to redoce a man a second time to hond^e, who will 
for the sUvdiolder'B gold basely convert the writ of habeas 
corput, the slave's passport to freedom, into a writ of eternal 
imprisonment, by which a slave is taken from the costody 
of himself and equal laws, and delivered to an enn^^ and 
lawless master, from whom death can only discharge him. 

COLOB IH A QCANDAST. 

The amalgamation compound of the Anglo-Saxon and Afri- 
can blood adds annmdly 1S,000 human beings to the slave 
population, in the shape of mulattoes, as a triumph on the part 
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of the slar^older over the supposed dignity of the white man, 
1^ making an intermediate landmark between the extreme 
oaBtea. 

The alaTehoIder talks of sending the maoomitted dare to 
A&ioa as the land of his origin. What will he do with the 
tnnlattoeBf Upon that principle, the poor mulatto mnst 
spend one year in Africa, and then one year in England, Ire- 
land, Scotland, France, Ciermany, or whereerer, in Europe, 
the anoestor of his white American &ther came from ; so this 
compound of Europe and AiHca must spend his life in a per- 
petnal pilgrimage, in going &om one continent to another, 
dividing and spending the remainder of his ezistenoe in the 
porsnit of the countries of his ancestor's origin. In fact, if 
the friends of the argument of hunting up the countries of 
remote origin of one's race, should think it too inconvenient 
tat the mulatto, perhaps their humanity might be induced to 
allow them some intermediate island, as a half-way house, where 
th^ m^t rest themselves equidistant from ancestral or^;in. 

But what mulatto in the United States, who has come to 
the years of discretion, but has pitied the mother slave, who 
bore him, and cursed his whit« &ther. Yes, ctiraed him for 
his or her existence ; cursed him for ^ving him a body to 
min a soul ; onrsed him for this body in which the immortal 
Boul withers I Oh I might the mulatto slave cry out, " what ! 
can I thank my white &ther for a body, which is not my own, 
whioh is but a Hang I thank ^im for that body i^cfa is 
exposed to every indignity, blows and abuse. Thank him for 
that body which my father, my brothers or my sisters, my 
nephews, nieces and er^i my grandfather, may sell under the 
aaotion hammer to pay the debts or buy bread-stuffs for 
members of the church, m the land of chivalry. Shall my . 
&ther eat me indirectly by consuming what ia given for me in 
exchange on a sale of my body? Strange Christianity I 
which can uphold such practices as ^ese t" 
fi 
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SU-VEHOLDXEB UHUASESD. 

The AbolitKokta of Uie year 1886 have compelled the 
alfiTeholder to nniiiask hbnadf and shov the world his insiii- 
oere heart, while heretofore he professed to regard Blavery as 
an evil, and wished it might come to an end. This, tbej 
admit now to be faiie, and that they regard Blavery as a 
blessing, and the substrstimi of the socisl edifiee ; as desira- 
ble for its own sake, and the best state of thingB of wLiofa tlw 
nature of homan inedtutions admit, and they intend to perpe- 
tuate these blessingB to fdtore generations, securing their con- 
t^nance to the end of the world. 

THS UNION DISSOLVED. 

^e slaTeholders have dissolved the Uni<HL so far as the 
100,000 Abolitionists are concerned. No AbolitJoniet, ho\p- 
erer distinguished he may be in the drdes of learning, jnety, 
talents, or philanthropy, can place his foot on slaTery^e smL 
If he does, he sinks below the slave, into the grave, by the 
hands of lawless violence. All law is powerless m hia 
defence. The Abolitionist stands alone. The federal com- 
pact yields no relief. The slaveholders rush npon him wifll 
the ferodty of savage demona, and lynch him into eternity. 
This is the natural fruit of slavery. 

OONTINOBP FIBA.CY. 

The same brute force, which the fore&theis of the present 
proprietors enslaves employed in the forests of Africa, at the 
dread hour of midnight, to reduce the slave to possCTsion, is 
now used by their tddvalrous descendants to muntjun their 
juriBdiotion over the descenduits of the kidnapped Afri- 
can. 

The abolition of the old African slave trade was aooom- 
l^ished by the pass^^ of six difibrent acts of Cwigress, from 
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180? to 1S24, by which erery sncceeding act increased the 
penalty for bringing a pereon into this coontry to make him 
a slave, nntil the pomshment was deatii — tiie pirate*B doom. 
The internal slave trade between the serovl States in Hob 
oaaatry violatee the same principles of justice and hnmaaity 
iriiloh wore violated by the old African sUto trade, now 
idioUahed niider the penalty of death. 

Whaf ia more plain than the remedy for this glaring 
atrocity? 



' C0NGKEB9 — INTEKNAL SLAVE TRADE. 

The Bame words, clauses and sections of the Constitutioiif 
which gave Congress the power to abolish the African slave 
trade, give Congress the ability to pass a law to abolish the 
mtemal slave trade now carried on between the slave States, 
iadefianoe of the loudest cries of humanity. 

Congress has power ^ven it by the Constitotion to regn* ' 
late the commerce between the several States, What com- 
merce can be of so high a character, or so important in its 
omisequenoes, as a traffic in human beings to the amount of 
more than 120,000 persons annually ? More than double the 
amoant ever imported from Africa before the abolition of the 
slave trade, amounting, in value, from Sftj to sixty millions 
of dollars annually. 

Maryland, Virginia, Koktucky, Tennessee, and the western 
parts of North and South Carolina, grow negroes as nn 
srtide of traffic for the more southern States. 

In fact, these States are supposed to receive tm mooh 
money from abroad for their negroes sold to go out of HiOBt 
States, as for all other products exported besides. 

FOBEIGIT SLAVE TKADE. 

. Let that same prinoq>le of hpmanity be the guiding genius 
<tf American eoundls, and abolish the slave trade betwe^ 
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tbe SUtes, which emot« with uplifted and powerM hand, the 
sUrc trade witli Afiica, and alaveiy itself would die a natnial 
death from ita own oppreaaive wei^t in the Blave^eUing 
States, while the aboun^g soilB of the &r South muat, two- 
thirds of them, be oultirated by freemen or lie waste. 

FOBBION SLATB TRADE COUPABED WtlB TBB DOUESTIC. 

Did the South Tot« to abolish the alave trade with Africa for 
the meretriciouB purpose of monopolimng the alave market of 
the world, and creating one on the American soil, transcend- 
ing in Ihe amiala of its cruelty, all that Clarkson or Wilber- 
force has told of Africa's desoUtiona ? Is it so 1 Were 
northern statesmen and philanthropists sleeping at their 
posts in allowing the sontbem States for twenty years after 
the adoption of the Constitution to ransack the coasts and 
interior of Africa, and tear from her her affiliated and 
- screaming aona anddaagbteFS, to turn them into alavea, 
merely as' seed, to lay and spread a broad foundation 
for a future alave trade on the shores of America? Is 
all thia seeming repentance for the wrongs done iU-&ted 
Africa, by which our laws inhibit the importation of sUvea 
under the penalty of death and the pirate's &te, a mere 
bubble, a device of trade, amounting to prohibition from 
abroad, to increase the value of a trade of the aame descrip- 
tion at home f Has the alave trade of Africa been banished 
under a scale of aaoending penaltiea, terminating in a pirate's 
death, barely to introduce a alave trade into America, the 
viatims of which, in part, are the sons and daughters of while 
men, and thua make white blood and black blood share the 
terrors of the American domestic slave trade, vastly exceed- 
ing in point of numbers, annually, those imported from 
Africa, in any one year, from 1789 to 1808 ? And inasmuch 
aa the slaves of Maryland, Virginia, Kentucl^, Tennessee, 
and the mountain parts of the two Carolinas, are better 
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informed and cultivated in their knowledge of right and 
wrong, than the nations of Afiica, by bo much tbe more are 
^eir BnfTerings IncreaHed, in being torn from their natal boU 
and the relatives they have, than the leiw informed children 
of Africa. 

HOBBOBS OF THIR TBAI7IC. 

The slave has do interest in property or thii^;s, or in the 
eoiL His whole earthly interest is in the love and sympathy 
of his relations, and in the beings for whom he has formed 
strong attachmentB in his yonthM days. Therefore he is by 
a removal &om those pUoes where he was ruaed, and in 
severing all the bonds that make life supportable, donbly 
robbed — always of himself, and lastly of his friends and rela- 
tions. The only objects that rendered him able to bear the 
bnrden of life, are taken from him by this awfiil traffic HnO' 
dreds commit sniclde every year, and rush into the next 
world, being stripped of everything in this by which life 
might be sustained. The slave has nothing but what exists 
in the social affections ; strip him of those objects, and his 
misery must be perfect — ^his agony helpless. No man can 
tett the story of snch bereavement, who has not been torn as 
a slave from the soil where he was bom, to bid an eternal 
&rewell to all his friends and relations — ^the only property or 
interest he possesses (if so it may be called) on this earth. He 
is never permitted to revisit those friends to whom he can 
never write. An impassable gulf separates them I No. He 
parts with all he loves at once, forever, never to be renewed 
on the shores of time ; not for his own interest, not for a 
noble act of benevolence. No. He goes to wear out his 
Kfe for another, as a slave under the whip, for that man who 
never thanks him for his labor, but rewards him with hanger, 
nakedness, stripes, sorrow and contempt, till the grave, pity- 
ing him, takes and forever shelters in its bosom the son of 
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toil, mifiety, insult and pain. It is said, not less tliaii 
120,000 are taken annnally &om the northern slavG States to 
the iar Soath. 



1 OF coLomziNa. 
Every attempt by the South to ud the Colonization So- 
ciety, to aend &ee colored people to AfHca, enhances the valae 
of the slave left on the BoiL By sending off free colored 
people to Africa, there is no competition with the slave on the 
soil, for the purpose of labor. The slaveholder controls the 
entire unews of labor by his own will, and can fix hig oira 
price. If there were free colored persons to hire themselves 
out on the plantations of Lonistana, Alabama, Miasisgippi aaid 
Arkansas, the slaveholders of Virginia, and the other slave- 
growers, would find a competitor in those sngar and cotton 
States, in the &ee laborer, whom the slaveholders are deurons 
of removing, that they may sell tbdrslaves. 

UCPOBTAHCB OS ABOLIHHIKG THIS TEAFFIC 

But let the internal slave trade be abolished, and davery 
wonld come to an end by its own weight, in Virginia, M«y- 
land, Kentucky, Tennessee, and the western parts of North 
and South Carolina. These conntries, in which Am^oana 
are grown for the internal slave trade (shameless trade 1), 
if these slave-growers could not send their surplus Americans 
abroad, and sell them at great prices, wonld sink under the 
weight of a peculation whom their old exhausted slave soil 
could never snpport. And they would be compelled to 
manumit their colored people irom necessity, if they were 
forbidden under penalties, such as are inflicted on those in 
the slave trade with Africa, from sending them out of the 
State, or Territory, or district where the slaves happened to 
be. The fer South would be compelled to .abandon shive 
labor and employ free colored people, in a great degree, if 
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they oonld no longer import sUvea from abroad to supply the 
havoc created by ovenrorkiag, underfeeding, and an on- 
he&lthy. climate. 

Again, eUvery never can be abolished in the District of 
Colnmbia or the Territories, with any expectation of advan- 
tage, until the internal slave trade is abolished between the 
States. FoT the moment the staveholder in the District of 
Columbia, or in the Territories, peroeired that a law was 
about to be passed for the abolition of slavery in the District 
or Territories, before such a law conld be passed, the District 
of Columbia or the Territories wonld be strij^ped of their 
slaves, who would be s«it off in coffles and sold at auction in 
some of the slave States. Thus it becomes every way impor- 
tant that Congress should exercise its miquestionable consti- 
tatiooal power, and restrain the " migration " of slaves from 
<me State, one district, or one Territory, to anotJier, under 
the heaviest penalties, such as would be obeyed. 

THE COKSTlTtrnOK. 

The fourth clause of the eighth section of the first artide 
of the Constitution of the United States says, that Congress 
idudl have y ower " to regulate commerce with fordgs nations, 
and among the several States, and with the Indian Tribes." 

The first clause oC the ninth section of the first article of 
the Ccmstitution says that " the migratiou or importation of 
such persons as any of the Stales now existing shall think 
pn^ter to admit, shall not be' prohibited by the Congress 
prior to the year 1606, but a tax or daty may be imposed on 
each importation, not exceeding tlO for each person." 

The aathority to abolish the domestic slave trade between 

the States, is derived from the ftiurth clanae of the eighth 

eeotion above cited ; and the prohibition of the exercise of 

the power of Cmgreas, by the Constitution, until 1808, by the 

, ninth seetion of tiieBunegrticle(wliichallnde8totheqtiestloQ 
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of slavery alone), is condnaire evidence that the &ainen of 
the Constittttion itself nnderatood the power to be con&rred 
by^ the fourth clause of the eighth section, or else the prohi- 
bition of the exercise of this power, in the ninth sectioD, until 
1808, would have been useless. For it is a principle of con- 
stmotion admitted, that a power to do an act cannot bo 
Tused hj implication, £rom any clause of the Constitntion, 
unless it become necessary to exert that power by legislation 
to carry into effect some acknowledged power of the Consti- 
tntion. Therefore, the Constitution construes the eighth 
section " to regulate commerce with fordgn nations, and 
among the several States," as being a sonroe of authority by 
which Congress might abolish the foreign slave trade, and 
also the internal slave trade amongst the States, But it may 
be urged that a power to regulate commerce, does not carry 
with it a power to destroy it. This objection bas often been 
r^Bed, but always overruled by the dedsion, that a power to 
regulate commerce is the same as a power to create and 
destroy, to make or umnaJce, and therefore Congress, under 
the power to regulate commerce with fordgn nations or 
among the States, has power to abolish any particular traffic 
or commerce, which Congress believes to be unprofitable to 
the nation, or disgraceful to its humanity. Congress, in six 
distinct acts, from 1606 to 1824, passed for the abolition and 
otter extinction of the African slave trade, has acknowledged 
the construction sow contended for, that a power to regulate 
is a power to alter, change, modify, abolish or annihilate. 
UdIcsb this proposition be true, these acts aboUshipg the 
Afiican slave trade would be unconstitutional and void, as 
well as a host of other statutes deriving their power from the 
same source. Congress has power, under the word "regu- 
late," utterly to annihilate commerce with a particular nation, 
by embargoes, acts of perpetual non-intercourse, and, finally, > 
by open war, which is the end of all commercial relations. ^ 
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It may be inqaired, how can the traffic, or commerce 
amongst the States, or between one State and another in rela- 
tion to riaves, be regolated ? In the first place, the States as 
between two or more of them have no power hj treaty or 
legislation, to regulate this matter, as long as slavery is per- 
mitted in those States ; for Virginia cannot pass a law that 
a man from Maryland importing a slave itom Maryland, shall 
be sabject to a penalty of tSOO, or three years imprisonment, 
or that the slave ipso facto, by having ,been brought from 
Maryland to Virginia should be free. Becanse the citizens 
cX Maryland might cite the 3d section of the 4th article of 
the Constitntion of the United States, in which it is declared 
"that tte citizens of each State shall be entitled to all the 
priril^es and immonities of citizens In the several States," 
which tlie State of Yii^nia cannot overthrow. 

In subjecting a Maryluider to forfeiture, loss of liberty, or 
any oth^ penalty in Yir^nia, for importing his slaves with 
himself, would be a coarse of treatment shown to the Mary- 
lander, not recognized by Vir^nia toward her own citizeiis, 
for having slaves in their possession ; the law would be oncon- 
stitutional and void, oa the law of a Slate. If the individual 
States have not power to prevent the slave's migrating by 
command of the master irom one State to another, it would 
follow, miless Congress has jurisdiction of the subject matter, 
that tlie internal slave trade among the States must be beyond 
the reach of the individual States or the power of Congress. 
This is an absurdity, which we are not prepared to believe or 
adopt, that a subject so fraught with abuses, at the horrors of 
which the civiljzed world might growpale — should have placed 
itself beyond federal or State legislation. The motives which 
appeared to influence the passage of the six different laws to 
abolish the A&ican slave trade, were the irrepressible gushings 
of OUT common humanity in &vor of the snffering slave, torn 
from his native land and sold into hopdess captivity. No 
5* 
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intereet but general hnmBnity, prompted the legislation Trhich 
forever Bbut down the hatchvay on that bloody trade. Hd- 
manity now cries aloud — she goes in onr streets — she weeps 
and howla on our highways — she knocks at the door of pnblio 
feeling till her locks are wet with the cold dews of night — she 
goes across the ocean — she pleads not in run for friends to &j 
to the rescue — she, through England, has sen.t back her indig- 
nant Toioe like the sound of many waters, to &M on the guilty 
slaveholder's ear in America. 

Motives and reasons for abolishing the slave trade 
betwe^ the States are greater, as &r as the question of 
humanity is concerned, than in the old slave trade. Ko 
doubt there are twice as many groans, sighs and agonies felt. 
Buffered and endured from the American slave trade among 
the States, as were felt by the slaves brought from Africa to 
the United States in any one year, between 1789 and 1808. 

Yes, two persons, at least, suffer the horrors of migra- 
tion from one State to another, where one suffered by impor- 
tation, from the coasts of Africa to the United States. The 
word ** migration " employed in the first clause of the ninth 
section of the first article, is significant indeed, and means 
nothing more nor less than going from one State to another, 
not from one part of a State to another ; not coming fivm a 
foragn country beyond sea, that would be met by the other 
word "importation" which the abolition of the African 
•lare trade undertook to prevent, in the six statutes pomed 
for its abolition. 



It is firmly believed, that, were a rigorous law passed 
by Congress, forbidding the internal slave trade between the 
States, it would be equivalent to the mannmisBion on the soil 
of two-thirds of the slaves in the United States in less than 
tan years. 
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It ia therefore earnestly dedred, that ereiy anti-Blavery 
Bocuety, or individaal who may petition Congress on the 
sabj^t, may make &e annihilation of the domestio, or inter- 
nal ^re trade between the States, a point of the most promi- 
nent importance, and pray for its entire aboution. 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



BLA.TBBT ABKAIOSBD. 

Tbb slaTe etill groana, hnmanity weepe, the helplesa yet 
implore. "We Bre in the midst of the greateet moral battle 
ever fought by Mercy, pleading against intelligent and 
Tigilant TiUuny. The Abolitionists are the organ of national 
compassion, and are making np the dreadful issne between 
criminality enthroned upon laws, and jnstice beleagured by 
tho myrmidonB of robbery. We have arraigned the greatest 
criminal ever summoned to the bar of Divine and hnman 
reason, tho triers of whom are the good and the just of this 
and all ^es, and the verdict is written and pronounced by 
the Saviour of tho world, who is the Foreman of this grand 
inqnest, and brings in the verdict of guiUy, while the Uni- 
verse cries, "Amen." It has been the nndertakmg of Anti- 
Slavery men, for many years past, to make the men of this 
generation miderstuid and believe that «ucA is the rendered 
verdict of Divine as well as human wisdom. One half of this 
besotted nation denied the existence of such a verdict, ivhile 
a vast portion of the other half folded their arms, and s^d, 
"If there was snch a verdict, the criminal had the power to 
nullify it; and if the criminal saw fit to call the verdict of 
' guilty' an acgriital, by a law of kU own, wAy that made it 
so!" 

BKF OBUKB^UAUQIISD. 

We, perhaps, have encountered more obstacles than have 
often been presented to a band of Keformers. The politi- 
cal power of the country having been claimed and wielded 
by two great partaea, nearly balanced, we might hire 
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Teafloned, is ordimuy caees, that if one party perseoated lu, 
the other would have protectod as ; bat, no, th« party to 
which we might flee, felt that it had more to lose, in the 
estimation of slaveholders, than they coold gain by onr rotes, 
and each party ran a race, to the top of their speed, t^i^ainst 
ns, and the one which conld shoot onr condemnation the 
londest was Bupposed to be nearest the goal of its ambition. 
In &ct, the weight of onr vote was nothing, as compared 
with the disgrace of our alliance. Both parties scouted as ; 
the mobs howled around onr conTendons, and pursued us to 
onr homes ; the churches, in their aggregate capacity, refused 
to acknowledge that we had found tmth ; but all parties, 
religions or political, in power or out, the women-whippers, 
the man ovmert, and their (ywloffietg, the mobs, the Pharisee 
and Saducee, the unner and publican, the draokard and 
debauchee, formed one grand line, standing shoulder to 
shoulder, deriding out argumentn, jeering at our philan- 
thropy, tradudng the slave, mocking his sorrow, de&ming 
tmth and libelling Omnipotence, until the civilized world was 
shocked by the unpurity of our sentuneuts, and the violence 
of our actions. 

UBEBTT'S IMFEBEAI. GrASD. 

Good men wiU be willing to spend and be spent, and 
work in our conventions, prepare resolutions, advocate them, 
write tracts and scatter them, notify meetings and attend 
tbem, print votes and distribute them, give money and time, 
and stand up for the slave on the bridge or in the boat, in 
the car or the stage, in the pulpit or the press, at the fire< 
side or the ballot box. These men will carry your reforma- 
tion throngh ; they will not lead you in sight of the promised 
land, and at last advise you that the Constitution is in the 
way, and that yon had better go back into Egypt and 
Mknovledge Pharaoh's junsdiction, and go to making 
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bricka, laiabg (mions, and veedbg garlics ; nor voold tbey 
adTisa yoa to die in the wildemess for fear of those hiige 
Anakimt, and ibr the sake of saving the expense of a grave- 
' yard. 

DOUGH-FAdS. 

We shall cooqaer; ve shall perform the mighty work. 
The world ia coming to oiir «de. Let those who are dis- 
oonn^ed be sent home on an ererlasting furlough to thd 
Whigs and Democrats, and there let them live and die, con- 
templatjng the beautiiul mysteries of cofeardice, and the 
essential attributes of the meanett position ever occupied by 



r INVADES THB COIXEQE. 

The professor in out northern college respectfully ap- 
proaches the young heir of a hundred negroes, and with his 
hat under his arm, and biunble genuflections, timidly inquires, 
when it toiU be convenient for him to receive an idea f 

TRB GBEEH UOCNTAIN' BTATZ. 

We Blept at Manchester, and passed over the Green 
Hount£uns near this place, through one of those notches the 
Great Creator left for a passage of bis creatures from one 
side to the other. It would be strange if Vermont, the roclcs 
of whose eternal mountms are yet red with the blood of the 
war of independence, the war for liwnan rights, should 
have been found throwing ber wei^t into the slaveholders* 
scale, &om expediency, lear of new measures, ultndran, or any 
otlifir ghost, kept in the pay of the devil, to scare men ost of 
tbeir duty. But it ia not so. Vermont will do her duty in 
the great stro^le between slavery and liberty. 

DS8BBTI0N FBOM TniC BANKS. 

I will not i^use Mr. J of having deserted the ^onoot 
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cause of htiman rights for the sake of the diHinguiahed office 
of a justice of the peace. I wiah merely to say, that his 
election as jnatice by the Democrats, Mid his desertioa from 
the Mends of liberty, vere eontemporane<ni* ewnla in that 
gentleman's history. 

A PltBVSBTSD EDVCATIOS. 

Kyon begin early enough, yon may teach a boy to worship 
s jackass, and every time he neighs and shakes his reverend 
head, the boy irill take it for a divine commimication. 

DUTT TO BUVU'i'JC SLAJIDBB. 

I shonid have thonght that Mr. would have hired a 

sick horse, or come on foot, or on crutches, from the Lower 
Saginaw to Ponliac, or Flint Hiver, or any other spot on this 
terraqneons globe, to have made his honor shine through the 
interstices of the ribs of those gibbeted villaina. 

jrKQLECTINS TiUt TBDS ISBtnE. 

Our party committed a great mistake in Michigan, in 
taming tbdr attention temporarily from the great question 
on which onr organization was founded, to the consideration 
of a *' local and minor point." It was as if, on conuog to 
see John Bogers suffer, at Smithfield's burning stake, your 
attention was to be entirely couHumed daring the martyrdom, 
in beholding a dofffgftt/ 

JOHN BOWDOWN. 

"I vote," lays one, "fer the Bold Jidm Futhfoll" On 
his ballot is virtually inscribed his sentiments, his l^^isktitHt 
in Uto grand committee of the whole. The other oasts his 
pro-flUvery vote, saying, " I go for John SowAnen to the 
Sot^!'* 

A BANDKn POWER. 

Th» iown pofeer is the power of powtrt. L«t a dozen men 
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my, in December, " We trill elect our ticket next town-meet- 
ing," the very &at that they have a giTen object before iJiem 
wUl three-fold every man's exertion, and lend him new power, 
feeling and energy. Bat if s man works without a Btint be- 
fore hinif he Bays, " I eannot see the length and breadth ctf 
the nnd^iiaking,'' and he will work as solemn and as stapd 
as the man who attempts to empty the mill'^nd with his 
quart oiq>. 

BOCLHSIABTICAL EBCfiKANCT. 

The Chnrdi has been standing on the north aide of the 
Hill of Expediency, dipping down its cold and icy snr&ce, 
from height to depth, nntil her vernacular tongne, her 
shibboleth, became that of the mixed mnltitade in the vale 
below, whose idiom and pronunciation were taught in that 
dassic man-chattel school. 

HAHOHBI^S OOFFm. 

This year will settle the minds of the slaveholders and their 
apologists, and those timid neutrals who are existing at the 
(}entre of gravity/, and are aa likely to go one way as another ; 
or, from an equality of attraction, to be held half way between 
a ioeltialaneed doubt and a thriving coryecture, until they 
putriff for wuit of motion, and pass down to coming times 
as the vi(Aimt o/poiition. 

DUTY TO TOTE. 

When a man is summoned, as a spirit, from the unknown 
and indefinable anrronnding eternity, he comes to take 
poaa rM s i tm <^ abody iriiiah, at twtpty-one years of age, is a 
soverdgn, a law-maker in t^ land, and. hia Creator com- 
mands him to exennae his power for the benefit of his raoe, 
to remember those in bonds as bound -wifh them, to love hia 
neighbor as himself and to do the greatest good to the 
greiri«tt number. When he votes, be legislates through bis 
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representatiTeB ; for, aa a nation, wo are always in 
oftkeWhote. 



I am T^Mced to see how good a fnetoU man yon have 
become. I njoice at the movement, and if I hnd health, I 
wonld roar like a lion in the wildemeaa, from Montauk to 
Cbatanqne, pnbliBhing free speech, &ee men and &ee soil. 
Yes, I wonld make a fiirrow in the Free Soil bo deep and bo 
wide, that slaTery would never dare look into it. 

MODE OF LABOB. 

We mnst not keep hanging round our farorite deer4icks, 
but scatter abroad, and carry our principles to the fanner at 
the plough, and to the mechanic in his shop, and the laborer 
at his toil, whererer he may he found. The time is gone by for 
US to BOBtun troops of pud lectmreri, and now every man of 
ns must be a lecturer, not heralded by a flonriBh of trampete, 
bst fUBtained and urged on by the sweet conBcdonsneBB that 
he JB doing his duty and pleasing his God. 

OAGGSKS. 

Look at the three worthy gaggers — Finckney, Fatton and 
AthertoQ — a triumvirate of poor creatures, whose names will 
polloto every page of history, where their ineffiuseable actiona 
shall be recorded. 

HAT TU&NXB. 

In the Nat Turner insurrection, was the ezdtement c<hi- 
fined to the three or four counties where the rising took 
place ? No, by no meaas. The whole South was converted 
into a gu^d-house ? ^ Every master slept on his pistols, while 
the ni^tly patrols vtsaX up and down in every direction. 
An indiv^oal of the humblest station had struck a spark 
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vbich well^ii^ ignited the vhole mass of Toloaiuo material 
on which the South reposes. 

TTLT11U.TB BUCCSBS. 

Do not be disheartened. Kverything wears a new and 
glorions aspect. The matter is absolutely settled, that we 
mnst abolish slavery ; and as sore as the son rises, we shaU, 
in a few years, ride oTer shivery at full gallop, unless she 
picks herself up and ^ets out of the way of Liberty's 
cavalry. 

THB ANTI'SLA.VJUtT WAB-BTEKD. 

Our uitj-fllavery horse is a little restive, md will carry no 
other load in the first instance, except enuuuspation «f every 
dave in the land. He will kick up and throw off the load, if 
yon pnt on him a Presbyterian pack, or a Methodist 1m^, or 
a Quaker blanket, or a Democratio sack of queer matters, or 
a Whig banieu ; and he will even Ute if yon attempt to pnt 
a bridle of otm-^esistant bits in his month ; be will not wear 
an abstract martingale. If yon mean to have him thrive, 
feed him lai^y on ballot-box oata. He desim no manger 
bat the ballot-box. Aa long as we fed him on the beat oats 
we could get of ^ther of the great parties, or those miser- 
able wild ones called infinite soatteratlon oats, he throve like a 
certain steed fed on Conneotiout long oats— to wit, whip- 
lashes — and under these scant feedings, in connection with 
his non-resistaDt provender, the poor lellow grew poor and 
mangy, until yon conld count his ribs as easy as you could 
the hoops of a flour-barreL But since we have fed bun on 
eonomtraUd baUoPbox oata, he has shed his old coat, begins 
to lift his head and tail, and runs round the field, and even 
snorts with exaltation at his new and ddightM BenBati<»iB, 
nnd ihe fine prospect ahead. 
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^HBUT PAL6ISD SY fiLAVEBTa 

Slavery haB been one of the nuun causes of the deranged 
condition of our corrency. - History and philosophy teaoh 
that every system of unpidd, coerced labor, is intrinracally 
unprofitable and ruinona. When the dty of Kew York 
struck her balance-sheet after the crash of 1837, she found the 
Sooth her debtor in more than tVfi,000,000 — ^little of which 
is yet discharged. Slavery has leeched the industrious North. 
The tmthfbl philosophy of the nine digits teaches, that we 
can never regulate the currency, while the great Bisturber 
has his hands on the monetary heartstrings of the country. 

DO TBS 8U.VIB DSSIBE UBSBTY ? 

In Georgia, said Mr, S., aboat three years ago, there Jived 
a man, black bat noble, a giant in atreugth, and in fonn an 
Apollo B^videre, about thirty-five years of age, a slave, with 
a wife and fonr children also slaves. The love of liberty 
burned iirepresBibly in his bosom, and he determined to 
escape, and &ee his wife and dhildreu at all hazards. He had 
heard of Canada, as a place "where the laws made every man 
free, and protected him in his freedom. But of its situation 
or the road thither, or the geography of the intermediate 
country, he knew nothing. A Quaker who resided near him, 
being privy to his design, resolved to ud him in its accom- 
plishment ; and accordingly carried the slave and hia fkmily 
fifty miles in a wagon by night. In the daytime they lay 
ocmcealcd in the woods, and on the second night the same 
man carried them fifty milea further. At the end of the 
second night, he told the black man that he could do no more 
for him, having ^eady endangered both his life and property. 
He told the slave that he must not ^travel on the highway, 
nor attempt to cross a ferry, but, taking him by the hand, he 
committed Mm to God and the nortti star. This star he waa 
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to take as his guide, snd it Tronld lead bim at length to the 
land of British freedom. The poor slave bade adieu to his 
.b«iefiKtor, and after skiUking in the day and traTelling "by 
night, he at length came to an nnezpected obstacle. It vas 
a broad river (the Savannah), of whose exirtence he had not 
the least knowledge. Bnt as nothing remained bnt to cross 
it, he tied hia two young children on his back, and between 
swimming where it waa deep, and wading where it was shal- 
low, hu two elder sons swimming by hia side, he at length 
made out to readi the^oppoaite bank; then returning, he 
brought over his wi& in the same manner. In this way he 
passed imdisooTered through the States of South and Korth 
Carolina and Yirginia, crossed Pennsylvania withont even 
knowing that it was the land of Quakers ; and finally, after six 
weeks of toil and hardship, he reached Buffalo. Here he placed 
hia wife and children in tiie custody of a tribe of Indians in the 
neighborhood, for the poor man will always be the poor man's 
fiiend, and the oppressed will stand by the oppressed. The 
man proceeded to town, and as he was passing through the 
streets, he attracted the notice of a colored barber, also a 
man of great bodily power. The barber qtepped up to him, 
and put his hand on hia dionlder and add, " I know you are 
a runaway slave ; but never fear, I am your friend." The 
man confessed he was from Oeorgia, when the barber said, 
*' Your master inquired about you to-day, in mj ahop, but do 
not fear, I have a Mend who keepa a livery atable, and will 
give us a carriage as soon as night comea, to carry your 
&mily beyond the reach of a muter." 

Ah the ferry boat does not run across the Niagara in the 
night, by day-break they were at the ferry house, and rallied 
the ferryman to carry them to the Canada shore. They 
hastened td the boat, and juat as they were to be let go, the 
master was seen, on hia foaming horse, with pistol in hand, 
calling ont to the ferryman to stop and set those people 
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asbore, or he would blow liis bruna out. The stoat btrber, 
quick as thought said to the fenTniaii, "If yoa don't put off 
this iuBtant, I'll be the death of yon." The ferryman thus 
threatened on both Bidee,'hfted up his hands and cried, " The 
Lord have mercy on me 1 It seems I am to be killed any 
hov ; but if I do die, I will die doing right," and ocr thb 

BOFE. 

Tlie powerfal current of the Niagara swept the boat r^d- 
ly into deep water, beyond the reach of tyranny. The work- 
mffli at work on the steamboat Henry Clay, near by, almost 
iDTolontarily gave three cheers for liberty. As the boat dart- 
ed into the deep and rapid stream, the people on tiie Cuiada 
side, who had seen the occnrrenoe, cheered her conrse, and 
in a few momenta the broad current was passed, and the maa 
with his wife and children, were all safe on British soil, 
protected by British laws 1 1 
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FHUJlDBLFHU, hat lull, 1S38, 

OS A SESOLunON BELATIVB TO THK BIQHT OF PEimON. 

The HoDBe of Bepresentathrea of the Congress of tbe 
United Statea, a bod; created by iba breath of tlie noetrilft 
of tbe freemm of thie nation, has, by a palpable violatioii of 
the ConstitntitH], dmiediheri^tofpetitiwi; aad if there is 
merit in havhig been the first body of men olothedwil^ high 
legtBlatire power, who in this world have exeroieed it bj 
rflfoBing to hear the petitions of their oonatitnents, thmi the 
Honse of Representatives stands alone in its glory, pre- 
eminent, withoat rival — treading a path which Egyptian 
Pharaoh, and Roaaian Nicholas, and tbe tnrbaned Sultan, 
have never ventured npon. What was the prayer of these 
denied petitioners ? They asked the abolition of alaTery— 

AkkkICAN, RzFUBLICXir aLATKBY I 

"Hear, O Heavens! and be astonished, O Earth 1" — the 
repr^entative of yesterday denies the right of his constituent 
of to-day, to ask him to ^ve liberty to the bondman ; denies 
the constituent the right of having his petition so much as 
read iu the presence of their high mightinesses 1 The fntnre 
historian of this land, when truth shall have triumphed over 
delusion, when the sober dictates of humanity shall have 
conquered the dark spirit of slaveholding fanaticism, when 
qnadrennial President-making shall not be a draft on the 
heart's blood of our expiring liberties — astonishment sh^ 
make him drop his pen to weep over the degeneracy of hia 
boaating ancestors, till the love of his country's fame shall 
make him doubt these dreadful scenes in the narrative of the 
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20tli and 2l8t of December, 1837. He will ymt the city 
be&ring the name boDored hj the &ther of hia oountry, and 
tormng over volame after volame of ancient CoDgresdonal 
records, ehall sigh in the search of the liberty-morderiDg 
CoDgress of December, 1837 ; till at last he finds on that ill- 
&ted2lBtofDece9nber,l837,tfaatMr.Patton of Virginia asked 
the previous question to be put for the adoption of a reBoln- 
tion, hy which *' all petitions on the snltject of slavery to that 
House shoold lie npon its table tmread, imprinted, ttt^efarred^ 
vndebMed, and vncotuiderecl ;" and that it passed, one hun- 
dred and twenty for, and seventy-four ^aiiut it. " Ah I" 
says the fiiture Tacitus of this land, as he muses over theea 
dark and man-dishonoring p^es — "What ie here! The 
'previous queetion* — ^the tyrant's gagl — the petitions on 
davery * uweae^ unpriitied, unref erred, undebated and un- 
ccnvidered.' Oh t what a rent hath slavery made in the 
.be!" 



t 21BT, 1837. 

On the shortest day of the year-— of least light — of most 
darkness — the deed has been done by slaveholders and their 
wietohed apologists. Oh, the 2 Ist of December, 18371 why 
onst that day rob my country of its glory, its good name, 
vtA. steep it in in&my? Let the 2l8t of Deoember, 1837, 
perish from my country's calendar. I<et that day be dark- 
ness forever after. "Let not God regard it from above, 
neither let the light shine upon it. Let darkness and the . 
shadow of death stain it ; let a dond dwell upon it ; let the 
blaoknesB of the day terrify it ; let it not be joined unto the 
days of the year ; let it not come into the number of the 
Oionths. Let the night be solitary, and no joyful voice come 
therun. Let them corse it, that curse the day, who are 
ready to raise up th^r mourning. Let the stars of the twi- 
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light thereof be dark. Let it look for light, but have none ; 
neitlier let it see the dawiung of the day." 

BUBIBD ASCHIVXS. 

But as he turns with moornful stepa from this painfiil aoU- 
loquy, he goes to a room thirty by twenty, and twelve feet 
high, and behcdds the mighty manaoleam of the embalmed 
remans of the Qreat Unread, the Great Unprinted, the Qreat 
Unreferred, the Great Unoonadered — the dead corpse of a 
nation's right of petition, hud ont in solemn state in the wing 
of the Capitol 1 There is a library of two mHUona of authou 
on one subject — the nnread library of a nation's hnmauityl 
Behold the manoscripts, three times the nmnber of the Ate»> 
andrian library. There hes the oollected miyesty of entombed 
PhUaothropy. Tea, to this pile of recorded glory, those who 
wish, in coming generations, to rank high for the nobility of 
their descent, will send the &ithful examiner to see if their 
ancestor did not sign these imread petitions to Congress, on 
their father's or mother's, or grandfather's or grandmother's, 
or great grandfather's or great grandmother's side. And if 
they did, the man who searches for ancestral merit by which 
to ruse his own, will believe it a happy day for him, when h« 
■hall find the name of the progenitors of his race written on 
these nnread and onprinted petitions to Congress, for ths 
abolition of slavery, in the S4th, 35tb, 36th, 37th and 38th 
years of the nineteenth century. 

BIQRT OF PBnnoif. 
The right of petition is as old as hnman want. It is the 
Isngoage of the child to the parent. His every want, his 
every necessity, appeals to the parent by way of petition. 
Hia every gratified desire is but the fruit of some granted 
petition. The pupil in the school, the scholar in tJie univer- 
sit^, oomes to hia anperior every day with petitions. Tbe 
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sehoolmaster, the trustees of a school, or the inspectorB of 
BohooU, or the commiBsioners of schools — the comnussioneTS 
of highways, and the path-master hare their petitioners. 
The overseers of the poor, the ieepers of the county poor- 
house, have their petitioners. The cominisaionerB of excise, 
who grant rutn-diplo7nas — the supervisor, town-olerk, and 
justices are petitioned. Town meetings are petitioaed. 
The board of Bapervisors sit weeks in their counties 
listening to and deciding petitions. The justice comrts, 
the common pleas, the supreme courts, and chancery are 
thronged with petitioners. The governors of States, and 
the President of the TJnited States, overwhelmed as they 
are with petitions, have they ever dared, or the subor- 
dinate bodies referred to, to lay petitions presented to them 
On their tables, unread and unconsidered? No. Legists 
tores in twenty-six States, sitting, on an average, three 
months m the year, or about one-fourth of the time — the 
immediate representatives of the people — sit for the express 
purpose of deciding upon the petitions presented to them by 
the people. Who ever heard of a legislature in one of those 
States, except New York, in 1837, ever reftising to read, 
print, or consider the petitions of the people 1 

Congress sits to hear the various petitions of this nation, 
except those affecting human liberty, more than one-third of 
the year. The whole form of our government, femily, school, 
town, county. State, nation — whether in the legislative, judi- 
cial, or executive, at every step and angle of proceeding ia 
human affairs, whether in Church or State, whether in pros- 
perity or adversity, Edckness or health, moves forward on the 
wheels of petitions. Petitioning or requesting, whether 
written or verbal, is bne side of affdrs, while the other is to 
<Mnsider and weigh the application on its merits, and grant 
or T^hse the petition asked. . 

No, the whole syatran of Civinity, the worsh^ of God, 
« 
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vbeth^ it be that of theMobammedan or the Jew — Proteotant 
or CatboUc — whether it be idolatrous or Bpiritual, in vbat- 
ever form rebgion has been shadowed forth to this world, 
its Tbtaries hold communion with the VoBcen Power, by 
petition. Man as man, the erring, the weak, the naked and 
trembling mortal of a day, goes to the Being who is infinitely 
bis superior, by prayer and petition. 

The Almighty's ear is not dull of hearing oar petitiona.and 
complaints. Petition is the everlasting language in all 
countries and all dimes, in all age^ and conditions, of the 
Bubordinate, asking assistance from man, or deliverance irom 
God. This is inseparable from the condition of man, man 
free, or man a slave. 

What subject bo proper, whether prea^ited in person or by 
another, as a petition to deliver the slave from bu cmel 
bondage, bis pain, his stripes, bis insults — to repeal laws 
taking away all his rights ; to petition that a man may have 
his wife, a woman ber husband, and both, their children — and 
that the daughter and son may not be taken from them and 
sent where the parents shall see them no more — ^that their 
own backs may feel stiipes no more — that they may hunger 
no more, thirst no more, be insulted no more, kept ignorant 
no more, chained no more, and unpaid for labor no more. 

The bdngs, of all others, requiring the intervention of su- 
preme legislative power in their behalf^ are the poor slaves, 
already bereaved of every political ri^t in this world. 
Shocking to relate, these same audacious men, who have 
stolen the slave from Africa, by tempting the kidnapper, 
with their money, to go and catch him, or have held the 
slave as though the slave was under special obligation to tbe 
master, that be even permits and allows him to breathe and 
swallow God's fresh air, and look upon the same Bun without 
striking him dead, and that he ought to be deUgbled to have 
an oi^rtonity -to serve a nuu, naked or. in raga, who trill 
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Bnfibr bim to hoe cotton from daylight in his cotton field tiU 
dark, and hare a peck of com a ireek, or four cents per day 
to bay food — ah I yes, these southern Blaveholduig memlierB 
of Congresa deny the right of petition in behalf of these most 
forlorn beings, who are made wretched by being made the 
victims of pilfering, by haying their masters meanly rob them, 
and steal from them, and vhip them, to get more ont of 
them, and then say to them, *'We have abused yon so badly 
that we shall not allow yon to state your wrongs to the 
world or to Congress, aa we do not intend our meanne»» 
shall be known." 

SLAY2H0U)EBS' SHAUE. 

The truth may as well be known to the worid firat as last. 
The reason why the slaveholders rose up in the &ce of day 
uid went out of the Hall of Representatives of this nation on 
the 20th December last, and concocted tbeir snccesatiil 
B^eme, which was put in execution the next day, to " lay aO 
petitions on the subject of slavery, unread, unprinted, unro- 
ferred, unconsidered and ondebated on the table," was from 
afaame and consdous guilt, not having couri^ to face their 
deeds of cruelty, darkness, shame, crime, stealing, robbery, 
debauchery, and meanness, when held ap to the glare of the 
world I They withered in advance, before the coming storm. 
" Ah !" say they, " are we, the sons of chivalry, to be called 
thjenes and sons of thieves — we, who are members of Con- 
gress, living in pomp on the unpaid labor of the helpless — 
are we to be called devourers of widows' houses, yea, of the 
widows themselvea and tbeir childrra f Shall it be told that 
we made the poor child motherless and iatherlees, ^ selling, 
for money, the &ther from the children one year to a distant 
part of the country, never to return, the next year t/iat we ■ 
have sold the mother whose sablt breasta were the /ourUains 
of our vt^tmt^ <wM«toM»— the next year tiut we have 
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whipped and aotdow oten children, and, nninstnioted, made 
them bondmen to the nnmber of half a million, who hare ia- 
herited from UB, their white fathers, a hastu-d repntation, 
and all the wretched sorrows of a slave." Is this a Other's 
legacy? 

Deep, oonscions gnilt, on the part of the southern meters, 
has made them roar Uke the ocean's waves, to tnm the eyes 
of Ute world in every direction except toward themselves — 
the ears of mankind to hear everything, except the thiice-told 
tale of slaveholding infamy. Fear, /ear, shame, shame, yes, 
bHrning SBAUE, laid those resolutions on the table. 

BEFOBT OH ei^TEBY. 

What I conM the slaveholder hear a reference of the two 
millions of petitions, to a select committee who felt deeply 
for the slave, with power to send for persona and papers, and 
with leave to said committee to sit invacation, from the 
coming Jnly till December after, to collect all the material 
for a report, and draw the death warrant of slavery, as the 
very report itself woold be ? 

Hiis nation only requires the report of a select committee 
<rf seven persons, energetically employed a few months, to 
m^e out the indictment against slavery, to have a verdict 
of guilty pronooBoed by an injured and indignant nation. 

What will be in that report ? How will it be made up P 
What are the materials of snoh a report, and how are they to 
be obtained? Let us look at it a littie. 

1. TtoB committee should send for aQ the codes of slave 
laws of the several States, and of the United States. Bring 
Dp, now, thoHfl Ktatste books of blood and crime, and yon 
win find th«n taS. of high treason agiJnst God and against 
bnmanity. Laws made by the very m^ who chum t\aa 
property mtder those laws. Ascl what do they establish P 
Why, powir, insqHnuiUe power, of man over buu. Thuis 
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the beginning ttnd tbe end — Hm pervftdisg 8{»rit of the vhole 
code, firom beginning to end. Saiae the civil right which 
these laws secure to the sluTe I There are none ; there is do 
xecognition of a single right in the ilave. 

2, What is the anstenance which these kwB claim &r the 
black man, as the only legal compensation for a life of com- 
pnlsory toil? Kead the words — " one peck of c<^n per 
week " — that is, two shillingB a week, or about six mills fcv 
each meaL Our northern horses — pardon me, I do not in- 
tend to be low ; it touches humanity, and cannot be low ; — ^I 
was saying our northern horses must have at least twenty- 
five cents par day in oats — or fourteen shillingg per week. 
The keeping of one northern horse is equal to that of foni^ 
teen southern slaves. There is no man in a laborious em- 
ployment here, who does not pay a dollar and a half or two 
dollars a week for his hoard. Does a northern man eat 
fourteen times as much as oue at the South ? No ; but the 
saving is in the quality and cost of the food, figures wiQ 
tell you, tJkat in the article of keeping alone, the master of 
200 slavM will make a saving of $314 a week, barely by the 
deductjons &om the poor slave's stomach. This, in a year, 
would make the pretty sum of ^zteen thousand dcdlars 
{unched oat of these wretched men! The whole wotld 
would cry out. But until such an investigati<» can be made, 
I fear this nation will not believe the &ct, although we show 
it in the very statnte books of the South. Very probably 
there are numbers here to-day, who will set all this down as 
abolition slang, not worthy of belief or regard. But if they 
could see the evidence brought out in a Congressional report, 
the whole nation would ehont in a voice that mig^ ahnosl 
rend the rocks, for the speedy abolition of this detestaUe 
system. 

3. There is another thing which we should find in these 
statute books of the Slave States, lif o Uaek man eao, in ai^ 
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i^ronnutance, be a ^tiiesa against a white man. Hang that 
fiict up before the nation and the world. Add to it,^at hy 
the slave code no marriage can be binding between a dave 
and his wiie, but may be dissolved at any moment by the 
arbitrary will of the master. Then, agun, the parent has no 
aathority over the child, to tnun or govern him according to 
the law of God. Hang that up to view. Oo on, now, and 
make a full synopos of these laws. Yon will find, however, 
that they havo made provisions for hanging the man wlu> 
shall murder a slave. Now, then, let the committee enmmon 
all the clerks of the coonties throngfaont the slave region, to 
bring their records, and certify whether there has ever been 
a single instance of a master being hanged for the morder of 
a slave. Yet, in North Carolina, not long mnoe, two white 
men were hong for merely coaxing a slave away from his 
master. And, 1 suppose, a single sheet wonld cont^ a list 
of all the cases on record, of punishments inflicted on masters 
for cruelties or injuries iuflicted on their slaves. 

4. Kext, I would hare the committee of Congress call i^ 
ten experienced planters from each of the slave States, to 
testify what is the political economy of slavery, I would 
reqoire them to state, as honest men, whether the question 
has not been often discoased among th^n, which is the most 
profitable, to work slaves to death in five years, when cotton 
is fourteen cents per pound, or to work them twenty years, 
with cotton at ten cents. Inquire of them whether one-third 
of the plantation slaves axe not let oat to teoantfl, whose only 
interest is to get ont of those poor creatures the greatest 
' possible amount of labor, with the least possible expense for 
eubsistet\ce and comfort. And yet we have men among as, 
who have rolled through the South in the public conveyauces, 
and seen the well-fed servants at the hotels, uid who tell yon 
they know aU about slavery, for they have been there, and 
the slaves are the hsj^iest dass of beings in the world. 
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B. N'ext, I would send for some men of a class that I b^eve 
it ia PiiitriGk Henry describee, aa tbefeculum of creation, the 
Borapings of hnmsiiity — the slave drivera, northern men, irho 
have sold themBclves, body and soul, to carry on this droadiol 
bnsineeH in tbe detail. I would interrogate them as to the 
▼arions modes of sabdoing a refraotory spirit, of finding out 
whether a slave ia sick or feigns sickness, and all the varions 
expedients of cruelty, by wMeh an overseer tries to build ap 
the reputation of a great labor-getter. 

6. Let our Coagreeuonal committee then send for a hnib- 
dred free men from the slave States, who have never owned 
a slave themselves, nor their relations, and let them tell what' 
tbey know abont the cmelties and the pollntlons incident to 
the system of slavery. 

7. Then I would send for a hundred free colored men, 
who should be allowed for the first time, under the security 
of the strong arm of the nation, to testify of their wrongs. 
Let each one tell how often and by what hair-breadth escapes 
he has avoided being kidnapped into slavery. Let him turn 
to that law which allows the magistrate to exile a free 
eolored man from his country, on ten days' notice, unheard, 
untried, without cause, without compensation, as passion or 
caprice may dictate, with confiscation of his estate ; and if 
be refuses to go, to be sold as a slave, and his children aiW 
him forever. 

8. Then I would have them call for a hundred of the ten 
thousand fugitive slaves, that have found a refuge in Canada, 
under the government of a hereditary monarch, from the 
tender mercies of our republican institutions. Let them tell 
of hopes crushed and hearts broken, of what they endured in 
slavery, and of the sufferings and anxieties throngh which 
they have passed while in the pursuit of liberty. 

9. Then I would have brought up before the committee a 
hundred slaves from the cotton-fields and the sugar-houses, 
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irho Bhoiild i^ve ooular demonstration of what slavery is. I 
voold hare tbem freed, and protected hj a strong force, and 
they ahonld show their persons abased, thar limbs mutilated, 
their brands and gaahea, their backs cut from their shoulders 
to the heels with repu^/tcon stripes. 

When the comuuttee have gathered all the information in 
tlieir power, let it be embodied in a report. It would make 
a volume of a thousand pages. Then send that r^)ort 
through the land. Let the mails burst and the st^es groan 
with the mighty load, telling the naked trath on this subject, 
in an official and authentic form ; — and I tell yoo, slaTory 
never lifts its abominable head again. All that the nation 
wuits is to have a case once made out to their convicticHi, 
that slavery is what Abolitionists charge it ti be, and our 
work is done. 

This monntiun of iniquity would then stand before every 
honest mind in all Its dreadfal prominence. The peof^e, 
horror-struck, would cry out against it. The foundations of 
the great deep of crime, as yet nnfatbomed, would be broken 
np. As yet who hath believed our report, aa Abolitionists P 
Bat t^ would be moral demonstration. It would be taken 
on the oath of the people of the dark and sollen regions of 
■lavery. — Yes, with this report, the nation would pronounce 
their everlaflting condemnation and overthrow of slavery, and 
all would Fbbz. 
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BETWEEN EIGHT ASD WRONG. 

DELIVXBKD AT PBiniSTLTANIA. HALL, MAT 16, 1838, 

Btfor* »*Mrai Thoii*a»i J'*ople. 

Ah&k, and aiaen, have been shonted from the throats of 
the TmUunking millions of this earth, as the mandates of tyr- 
anny were prod^med, as the edicts of inhumanity were pulv 
lished to the world ; while the lamentations of the oppressed 
have ascended night and day, as swift witnesses before 
the living God. These load oatcries of the injured agiunst 
unavenged cruelty, have created epochs in the march of ages. 
At different periods of the world, there have been great 
Utues formed between right and wrong, liberty and davery, 
and on the determination of those issues have depended the 
stability or overthrow of empires, the rising and falling of 
nations. 

The pages of history, divine or profane, are the recorded 
evidence, arguments, and facts of each geoeration as tbey 
have been summoned to share in the creation and decMon 
of those issues. When the issue has been correctly framed, 
crime, ashamed of her own frightful progeny, has called in 
falsehood, with her open month, to deceive the weak and the 
thoughtless. 

Truth has been insulted and clamored down by the roar of 
numbers, who have interrupted her narrative or insulted her 
for the humility of her dress, or derided her for want of 
those high-bom relations which, in the sbqw of impudence. 
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interest, EmperBtition, obstinacy, and love of power, have 
confederated to impeach her, by sneering at the simpliaty of 
her statementa, by undervaluing the force of her arguments, 
white they have snng praises to the highest notes of False- 
hood, Hwom its deformity was beauty, and the harsh grind- 
ings in the prison-honse of its oppression were the sympho- 
nies of sympathizing humanity ; yea, more, they chanted 
praises of honor aod glory to its dednctionB, and sung anthems 
to its sophistries, and cried amen to its conclusions. 

Honest error has often been a powerful ant^onist of truth, 
and the only enemy whom tmth assiuled with compassion, 
and before whom truth had reason to tremble. For when 
sincerity, one of the darling attributes of truth itself var- 
nishes error, the judges of the issue sometimes mistake the 
armor of Achilles for the mighty form which it was made to 
protect. 

What ifl right or what is wrong? Where ore the bound- 
aries that separate ? 

How far human arrangements con change the abstract 
wrong into an expedient right, or the abstract right, if 
asserted, into a wrong, are mighty questions, settled in the 
early E^es of the world, and thousands of times unce ; but 
thoy now seem to come forward as fresh questions, demand- 
ing a decision with all the eagerness of zeal, with all that gives 
weight to high pretension, and with an impatience that for- 
bids delay, from the magnitude of the interests involved ; so 
that our minds are compelled to become moral scales, to 
re-weigh and re-mark the mighty interests of humanity. 

But these questions have been weighed and considered by 
Him who cannot err, who is the author of right, the enemy 
of wrong. His weights and measureH are the enduring reve- 
lations of perfect wisdom. The delivered opinions of the 
Eternal came down to this world, while men were contending 
iii the forum of philosophical definitions, groping in the 
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twilight of tbmr nnderBtandin^ and wasting their lireB in 
finding a standard of right in nninstructcd conscience. The 
pit; of Him whose home is immenaity, who is from everlast- 
ing to everlasting, who placed the shining worlds on their 
great pathways, and gave them a momentum which flying 
ages do not weaken, who knows each rood and inch between 
all the seif-balanced globes as they msh roand the akiea in 
their xmtired race of ages — of that God, who permits each 
one to travel its mblime and annnal jonmey around the sun, 
was manifested in giving man a role of action for time, eter- 
nity, forever, "Lovs tht hsiohbob ab thybsu'." The law 
of gravitation of the mon^ muverse I 

Every departure from this eternal landmark of duty, how- 
ever small, has been the parent of crime and human agony. 

PnCBT ISSUE, CAIN AND ABEL. 

The first issue ever made between right and wrong, the 
holy liberty of conscience, and the brutal violence of oppres- 
sion, was between the two first of woman bom. While the 
younger employed moral weapons to vindicate his sentiments, 
such as prayer and petition, and went to God for strength, 
wisdom, and direction ; the elder used the modem olab- 
logjc i he preferred the bludgeon to manly debate ; to silrace 
investigation was better than to convince; to murder his 
opponent was easier than to answer his arguments. Cun 
was the founder of the brute-force system of logic, being the 
only method then, or ever since known by its admirers, of 
answering unanawercU>le arguments. 

This mode of reasoning, like the extreme unction for the 
dying man, is not to be resorted to except in the distressing 
emergency of having no other mode by which to protect 
folly from contempt, ohstinaoy from rebuke, ignorance from 
pity, and crime from punishment. If Cain could have proved 
AbfS in an error, then Abel might have died in his bed, at ■ 
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nine btmdred years of age, or more. But beoanse lie ooold 
not, therefore he slew him. So ve see the first witnees called 
to establish troth died a martyr ; and the morning of tha 
new world was himg in black by the depravity of man. 

NEST ISSUB, NOAH AGAINST THE WOULD. 

The next great issue made np for everlaatiiig remembraaoe, 
was between Noah and his fiuoily of eight souls, against the 
world — of right agunst wrong. What, could «ght persoBB 
be the only ones right, and the whole world wrong b^de ? 
It seems so. Truth is not always fonnd ikeejung company 
with the multitude, leading armies, or seeking the shout of 
numbers. 

But the last momitain top of the antedilaviau world was. 
oorered with water, truth then being on board the floating 
ark, in the eight witnesses, on that ocean without shore or 
ialuid. These eight hmnan beings were the connecting links 
between two worlds ; and lest their narrative should be 
denied in the coming pro&ne ages of philosophic skeptidflin, 
the massive floors on which the ocean rolled, were torn up, 
and piled away on the tops of mighty monntains, in mona- 
mental strata, on whose pages are writtcai the history of a 
drowned world — a record of God's judgment Uthogra[di«d 
on the primal formations of the enduring rock I 

EGYPT AGAINST THE HEBEEWS. 

But the most sublime and grand issue ever iramed between 
guilty man and his Maker, on the trial of wMoh sijoh miin»iiig 
flonseqnences depended, was whbth^ kait shoitld be the 
IS0PKBT7 OF MAJT OB THE BEEVANT 07 OOD ? — whether man 
should lose his charter in himself and become incorporated in 
another's self? — whether a man should cease to have use for 
his mind and his body, so that another might take that auoA 
and body aad agi^ofmta it to hisa«4^ and extingnidi all 
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diaim of the individnBl in and to Mmself ? Thia could not be 
permitted without denying God's interest and cMm in each 
being whom he had created for His own will and pleasure. 
Hicrefore, as God had made man, be had a right to his own 
workmanship ; and having conferred on man certain high 
powers, life, liberty, and the pnrBuit of liappinesB, which hap- 
piness consists in obeying bis Creator's laws, this being conld 
not abandon or surrender these rights to auother homan 
bedng, nor oould another human being assume thom — rights, 
which in their nature could ndther be surrendered by one, or 
asenmed by another, becanse of God's interest in man as bis 
Maker. God bad a claim on those nnsurrenderable and on- 
asaumable ri^te — a mortgage on them which can never be 
extinguished in time or canceled in eternity. 

Egypt was the theatre of this momentous issue, in the 
ereni of which every question affecting human liberty was 
invc^ed, considered and determined. Who were the par- 
ties ? Haughty Egypt in the plenitude of her power, with a 
population of twenty millions, the schoc^maater of the world, 
the ^«nary of mankind, the home of civilization ; whose 
pioud cities opened and shut th^ hundred gates; whose 
ifiaperishable structures of monumental marble must have 
equalled in expenditure the united energies of the generations 
c^ the nineteenth centory ; whose mountains for miles mteard 
were penetrated and excavated with the silent palaces of the 
dead ; whose power brought &om the cataracts of the Nile 
to tiie Delta, the Monolith temple of solid rock — ^Egypt, with 
bra* acre-covering temples — with ber artificial I^es, her giant 
f^hinxes, her twMity pyramids, those piles of wonder where 
ut seems to rival nature in ber boldest work. And on the 
other hand, two and a half millions of Si^reto slaves ; a na- 
tum of tasked bondm^ brickmakers under their task-meters 
and driven. 

^^ wu tb* o{^>reaRor ; two and ft bftif miOioaa of 
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Hebrews veie the oppr«§Bed slftTcs, and Qod the judge, 
avenger and deliverer. Never was there snoh a displaj' of 
Almighty power ; never, since the crefttian of this world, has 
the Arm of Omnipotence been more signally revealed than in 
this manifestation of Hie utter abhorrence of ^very, and 
His love of human liberty. He oansed the mighty river of 
Egypt to mn -mXh blood from Its upper cataraeta to its sevon 
months, and as the Mediterranean reoeived the tribute of the 
Nile, it l^huhed at Pharaoh's inaolt to Jehovah, in presuming 
to bold man as a slave. The hail and lightning, the ue and 
fire leaped firom tbeic chambers in Uie clouds to the 8]sv»- 
insnlted soil, to avoige tbe qnarrd of the abused. The 
locusts forsook their sullen solitudes of whirling aanda, and m 
dark armiea came riding on the winds to consnme the pro- 
ducts of tbe spoiler's fields. The murrain smote the cattle of 
tbe task-master; and on that last dreadful night uprose 
the death-vail along the reedy margin of the Xile, and from 
the heart of the mighty cities, as the Angel of Death passed 
nlently and nnseen from bouse to house and stmck down 
two and a half millions of the first-born of Egypt. Pharaoh, 
in the pride of human glory, said to himseli^ "I will become 
the defender of Egypt's power agunst these slaves, my brick- 
makers, by whose unpaid labor I have reared those imper- 
ishable Btruotnres, which will stand to the last day of time, 
exciting astonishment and commanding admiration from 
generation to generation ; I will hot un* ths people oo." 
The Ahnigbty tangbt him the folly and crime of his presump- 
tion. To doubt the Deity's hatred of slavery, is to deny the 
truth of this astonishing account. It is to deny the Old and 
New Testament. It is to deny our own nature — ^the unwritten 
law of conscience. It is to deny and despise all the erica and 
pleadings of our humanity. It is to deny our very existence. 
It is to say there is no «b, that one thing is as ri^t as an- 
oAar, steafing W as hooeat Bit labor lewdaen is &e larae ai 
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modett7, cmelty aa kindness, robbery as benevolence, piracy 
as a purchase. * To deny the crime of slavery is to say there 
is no ri^t, no wrong, no justice, no injustice. 

Behold the flying fagitives I The Red Sea in their front, 
monntiunB on their right and left, and the uncounted hosts 
of ^E^ypt in their rear. See the poor Aigitivee and their 
l^e ones in the pass of the moantains ; overwhrimed with 
terror, they go to the banks of the sea, and it gathers its 
wsters in walls — while the trinmphant ireedmen, with praises 
on their tongues, and in their hearts, turn ronnd to behold 
the Almighty causing the Egyptian wheels to forsake their 
axletrees, and the wall of water to yidd and cover up their 
task-masters forever I 

A late traveller, of the last ten years, sent a pearl-diver 
down to examine the supposed path of the nation of ftigitives, 
and discovered pieces of Egyptian armor and implements of 
war, attesting the tmth of this highway in the deep, never 
travttUd voer hut once. 

These fugitive slaves had a cloud by 'day and a pillar of 
fire by night for their outstretched banner. 

" Bj da; along the astonlahed Iftnda 
The cloudy pillar glided bIdw, 
B7 oigbt Ambis's crimson sacdit 
Returned the fierj colomn't glow," 

They were fed with food direct &om the Almighty's table for 
forty years in a land of emptiness and want, where the prowling 
hyena and gaunt wolf howled in the tattemesB of hunger 
uuappeued. The rock opened its flinty month, and sent 
its cooling waters after them. The Almighty, in scorn 
of human greatness, and to show himself no respecter 
of persons, made these despised, runaway slaves the 
humored recipients of the Law of Laws — ^the ten eternal 
orders of God insoribed with His fingers, and ddiveted to 
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them, ThUe tho rocky h«art of Sinu qaaked and trembled 
with His thanders, and its summit shone* with celestial 
brightness as the lightning blazed aronnd its pinnacles, and, 
through the panaea of the storm, thcToice of the great trum- 
pet waxed lender and louder I 

Thus these pour fngitiTeB had the custodial care of the £rat 
Heaven-lent geography, which shows the pathway through 
which man must travel, in order to enter on the joys of that 
nndiscoTered conntcy from which none retnm. 

To them was introsted God's rerelation, the living fountain 
from whose waters of truth aH of the dvilissed nations of the 
earth have drawn the frmdamentals of jurisprudence. Yes, 
these fugitive slaves were God's librarians, and had the holy 
keeping of His laws, whioh have been the great moral light 
of this world. 

IDUMXX'S BUOHT. 

Bat what was the treatment these oppressed and fleeing 
ftigiUves met with fi^m the hands of the King of Edom^ — ^the 
land of Idnmea ? 

Here we have an awful demonstration of God's detestation 
of a nation which could dare attempt to arrest or Impede the 
progress of fleeing fugitive slaves, who sought a passage 
through a neutral country to the land of freedom. For that 
crime the malediction of the Most High has brooded over 
die land of Idumea I 

Oht what a solenm frilfillment of prophecy! Look at 
Petra, the city of the Rock in the mountains — the wonder- 
fiil capital of thia Heaven-doomed land — this nest of one of 
the world's great emjHres, girded about with everlasting 
mounts barriers. Behold her theatres, temples, and cata- 
combs, vying with imperial Rome in the days of her Cfesars, 
cat from her granite mountsns, with rocky roofe one thousand 
feet in thickness culminating above. Behold her mighty 
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paUoes vitlioiit mortar, vithont joints, cbiselled ont o£ 
primeral rock — ^perfect after the long lapse of centaries, as 
when first opened I 

Yet this aooietit abode of polished life, which felt the 
movings of a mighty ambition, has, for twenty centuries, 
been abandoned of God and forsaken of man, only tenanted 
by the obscene bird and loathsome serpent — ^the sole inmates 
of the palaces of kings and lodgers in the chambers of 
departed greatness. No man abides in this lone land, no 
man says this is my borne. A land once red with the blood 
of the grape, and thronged with popnloos Ufe, it has become 
a sterile and m^estic solitude — ^bome down by the withering 
onrse of God, for ^e crime of opposing the escape of the 
jhgitive Hebrew slaves from the land of the spoiler. 

There stands, and will stand to the end of time, the witness, 
telling to each generation of the world, as they flow down the 
long stream of ages, " hflte was once a crime committed by 
man against man, by a nation of prosperity against a nation 
of fiigitive slaves, flying in distress." The pnuishment was 
inflicted in the zenith of her glory, and she is the only oonntry 
on the globe which has been depopulated from century to 
century, as an enduring testimonial of the Almighty's wrath. 
As the solitary traveller wanders over the ruins of Petra, he 
is alarmed as echo sends back her voice in answer to his foot- 
steps from the lonely temple, the deserted palace, and silent 
catacombs ; astonished, he liiU his eye, surrounded by ever- 
during walls of rock, and beholds the only living being, an 
eagle, in the regions of the bine sky, revolving in his noontide 
gyrations over the doomed City of the Moantains. 

The flight of the Hebrews from the house of bondage took 
place at a period when Egypt was the home of science— the 
Gamaliel at whose feet the learned and inquiring of other 
nations sat. She was at the head of the ^milies of the earth, 
and witlun her borders were locked up those discoveriu 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



188 MVTAM nXWABT. 

vhioh have unce KstoDiehed mankind. In tits oontMt betvecn 
Israel snd Egypt, therefore, it was enlightened strength coop 
tending agunst ignorant veakness. There vas too mnch 
power to dedde the question by reason and argament, on ths 
tide ofthe Egyptians, and too much feebleness on the part of 
the Hebrews. Bnt we are somewhat stmek at the superior 
refinemait of the hangfaty sbyeholden of Egypt, compared 
with those of the United States. 

Phazaoh, as the r^resentative of snpreme power, tolerated 
Moses and Aaron with rights denied by an American Con- 
grew and southern slaveholders, to wit, the rights of FBimoN 
and FBEE niscDBSioir. For this matter was disonssed do less 
than seven or dght times in the palace of Egypt ; and Fhsraph 
never denied the right of petition but onoe, and that was 
when he told Moses not to oome before him ^ain. Bnt that 
was at the time when Moses had ceased to petiticm, as the 
basinesB was lodged in the hands of the angel of death. 

ADVENT OF TQB fiKD£KUEB. 

The next great issue was the advent of our Redeemer. 

The issue was between religion and its oounterieitB ; be- 
tween religion and liberty on one side, and idolatry and 
slavery on the other. 

The Kedeemer, the poorest man in Judea, and yet the very 
God, took npon himself the form of a servant — ^tho most 
despised form of oar common humai^ty. The Redeemer 
came to liit up large masses of mankind in the shape of the 
poor, the imprisoned, the enslaved, the miserable, the igno- 
rant, and place them on the summit level of our common 
hcjuanity, and vindicate their relationship to God. And in 
the course of three centuries after he preached his sermon on 
the Mount, during which time ten generations came and 
crossed the bridge of human life, the truths of that sermon 
had grappled with principalities and powers, with pr^ndice, 
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sad idolatry, and slaTery, irhidb had grown" sturdy by their 
ludd on mankind for a thoneand yeara, and had filled the 
R<Htian world with chiselled gods of men's device, while the 
unpaid slave groaned from the Ap^inines to the banks of 
the Euphrates, from the Scamander to the Tweed, from the 
mountains of Mauritania to the dark-rolling Danube. AttJie 
end of three hundred years firom the blessed Savionr'a 
humanity, his holy principles had banished idolatry and 
edavery from the wide-spread Roman world, with its one 
hundred and twenty millions of inhabitants. 

But, oh 1 how often did the fagot bum — did die martyr** 
blood flow, in defending the liberty of oonscienoe and of per- 
son, before the woijd assented to these prindples 1 

THB BEPOOUATIOir. 

The next great issue to which the mind of Europe was 
summoned was the Reformation of the fourteenth century. 
Slavery and idolatry had come back to this world again. The 
contest again was between truth and falsehood. 

The men of that generation made brick without straw ; 
their sabstance was eaten oat by ecclesiastical imposition ; a 
midnight of despotism brooded over the Realties of the 
moral world. Slaves in a state of serfism or villanage, were 
groaning beneath the military pomp of the feudal system. 

The human mind rose up from the sleep of a thousand 
years, and shook from itself the accumnlated errors of agies, 
and broke those bandages in which the independence of the 
mind and body had been swathed. 

From great issues and mighty trials like these, have been 
drawn all the truth, the religion,' and liberty which have 
blessed this world. 

But hypocrisy, with min and darkness rioting in its heart, 
entered the portals of the church, and put on the cae^off 
livery worn by rained angels, when thdr guilty ambition 
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expelled tbem from the reatms of light; and, profesong 
VNLeration for God's eternal witnesses, the Old and New 
TestamentB, these impoBtors have declsred, that these wit- 
nesses spake that which they did^ot — ^that these witneases 
declared slavery was an institution of Heaven, sanctioned by 
the God of justice and mercy 1 

These baneful perversions of Divine truth have been 
employed for the most malignant parposes, so that soathem 
profeasorB of religion and professed ministers of Chriat, pre- 
tend to get their authority to rob the slave of himself, Mb 
mind, his body, his wife and children, from the Bible I ! 

THE I6SUB OF 1118. 

North America, in her political behavior, is a contradiction 
in terms. She was the land of refuge for the oppressed. 
Corrupt Europe, of the seventeenth century, drove from her 
bosom her most pious, noble, and independent sons, to search 
for liberty of conscience in the howling wilderness of the 
Occidental world. The Puritan of New England, the Cathotio 
of Maryland, the Episcopalian of Virginia, and the Friends 
of Pennsylvania, claimed, like the Hebrews in Egypt, the 
right of making the wilderness their temple to worship God. 
Yes, they leaped the barriers of the ocean's solitudes, and 
nestled down amongst the wild aborigines, to enjoy the 
liberties of body imd mind, and escape oppression. Oh, 
horrid solecism I that such a land should now become the 
grand rendezvous of slaves, outnumbering those of any other 
country in the civilized world. 

The year 1778 astonished the world with a new issue, 
which reached up and down and all around the circle of 
humanity. This issue was tendered to the oppressors of 
mankind thronghout the world, by the patriotic Congress of 
the United States, who threw in the teeth of tyrants, feudalists, 
monarchists, the inheritors of power, the primogeniturists, the 
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kidnappers, slaveholders, man-despisers, and man-liatGrs, these 
irorda of mighty import : " AU men are created equal, and 
are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable righta, 
amonff which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of haj:^ne«» ;" 
and to Tindicate the tmth of this proposition, the people of 
these United States poured oat their blood like water, for 
seven years. 

Philosophers, philanthropists, politicians and jurists had 
written tomes and folios of metaphysical mndngs and ahstrao- 
tjons, to settle the starting point of man's existence — ^the 
rights of one as compared ^th those of another in coming 
into the compact of civil society. 

Bat in going np to a remote antiquity, to learn what prin- 
ciples governed those lawgivers who laid the foondations of 
<avil polity for those old nations in Europe, fable occupies the 
place of veritable history, and history teems with its thonsand 
ihlaehoods, and bewilders the mind without instructing the 
judgment, and leaves the inquirer at the horizon's distanoo 
from certainty, if not from truth. 

The feudal system, the doctrine of primogeniture— that ex- 
ecutive, legislative and judicial powers, were matters of inheri- 
tance — may be considered the elementary doctrine of Europe. 

That men are bom equal is a great moral proposition, com- 
ing from God, and as old as man, and grows out of His own 
eternal benevolence, by which it is said that Qod ia do 
respecter of persons. 

The doctrine of primogeniture is that by which the oldest 
child, being male, is bom to the inheritance of the whole 
landed estate of a fiither or relative, and the other children of 
no part ; by which the oldest child of a king, or prince, or 
duke, earl, or noble, however weak, is bom to the inheritance 
of executive, legislative and judicial power, while the son of 
the peasant, however cultivated by learning, or however 
superior by force of an exalted grauos, is only bom to obey. 
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Many of the members of the House of Lords, in England, 
inherit their seat to legislate for their countrymen, by .the 
same law by which they hold their &ther*s estat«8. Iliey 
inherit both. They inherit jadidal power, wise or foolish, as . 
a court of dernier reaeort, to reverse the decisions of the 
chancellor and twelve judges of En^and, on a statate whicb 
these members of the House of Lords inherited power to 
make. In England, nothing but idiocy, insanity or crime 
can deprive some fonr or five hundred Englishmen ttom 
being iaw-makers and jn^;es in the last resort; and that, 
too, without the ezpress consent of a living man in England 
manifested in their &vor, but barely by inheritimce. 

The feudal system, primogeniture, and that oert&in persons 
inherited the executive, judiciary and legislative powers of 
their country, and also inherited the alle^noe and obedience 
of the nation, have been the fundamental laws of most Euro- 
pean ooontrles from the downfall of the Roman Empire to 
this hour. 

Look at England and her colonies of fifty millions of inhale 
tants, and her East India possessions of one hundred milHons 
more, making ooe hnndred and fifty millions of hnman beings, 
or one-fifth of the hnman race, at the head of which, by force 
of the above doctrine, as Queen, is a young boarding-school, 
piano-pUying girl, eighteen years of age, with power to 
declare war and deluge tl^e worid in blood, make peace, veto 
the united legislation of Lords and Commons in Parliament 
assembled, to direct fleets and lead armies. 

The doctrine of this world on the 8d of July, 1776, was, 
that some persons are created superior to others, inheriting 
the right to make, jndge of, and execute laws, which the 
reet are created to obey. 

But before the sun went down on the 4th of July, 1776, 
the mighty moral discovery was proclaimed from this very 
<aty, that " all men ara oroated eqval, and endowed by their 
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Creator with certain in^euable rights, amcmg which are Vfe, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happineas ; that to secure the«e 
rights, goyemroenta are institnted among men, deriving their 
.just power from the oousent of the governed." 

Snch men as Milton, a Sydney, and a RuBsel], in their 
mo^gs upon the rights of hnmanity, had caught glimpses of 
this truth — shadowy and undefined, like the vision which ■ 
passed hefore the iace of Eliphaz the Temanite — a spirit 
passed before them, "but the form thereof was not dis- 
oeraed." They had prophet revelations of the dawning of a 
better day. Looking down the vast ftitnre, they beheld on 
those plains in the land of the setting snn, beyond the wilder- 
ness of waters, where Hesperas trembles on the borders of 
the cin^ng heavens, man in fuU possesion of the great charter 
of hia rights. 

This mighty discovery is but a defhotiok of iuk, as con- 
sidered in relation to every other man. Bat no great poli- 
tician or philosopher in the European world dared make this 
definition known, becaoso it would have been high treason 
agfunst the fundamental laws of European society. This defi- 
nition would have brought to the block the best man in 
Europe, as the reward of his temerity. 

The three great trutlis, or political discoveries, are : let. 
Equality at birth. 2d. The universal endowment of the 
right to life, liberty, uid the pursuit of happiness. 3d. That 
all governments should be made to secure these high inter- 
ests. Therefore, all governments must be made by those 
whose interests they are intended to secure. WeU might the 
politicians, philosophers, and philanthropists, believe the phi- 
losopher's stone had at last been discovered ; and that the 
ugners of the Declaration of Independence had been per^ 
mitted to ascend, like Moses, into the Mount of God, to dis- 
oover, &om a lofUer altitude, the relations of man to man. 
Qood men oried out in eoatasy, &om every comer of the 
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earth where the human mind was not so degraded ss to have 
forgotten the loftmeaa of ita lineage. 

The new and joyfiil era had arrived, in which the governed, 
to protect his Uberty, his life, and purflnit of happinesa, made 
and created the governor. This is a. rspubucut fobm of 
GOTXBHHKNT. The porchase money of this tmth was ptud in 
blood, which flowed from the free hearts of onr lathers. Oh, 
costly definition of hnman liberty I The assertion of this 
great definition of man, in hia social Btate, is, by fi)rce of its 
terms, the abolition of all slavery, wherever the definition is 
honored or respected. 

But with «8 this definition of hnman rights is, practically, 
bat an empty abstraction, instead of being the very life of 
our repnblicanism f 

To tolerate slavery a single year in one of these States, 
after this Declaration of Independence, was a base hypocrisy, 
a violation of our engagements to mankind, and to God. 
" And for the support of this Dedaration," &id they, 
"with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi- 
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fbr- 
tunes, and our saored honor." 

This awM and solemn promise, made in behalf of liberty, 
to all persona in this land, in the presence of mankind and the 
great Jehovah, in that awful moment of a nation's agony and 
peril, stands ■unredeemed, uncancelled, and untaiur/ied ; sixty- 
one years and three hnndred and fifteen days have gone to 
j<nn the years and days beyond the flood ; every year, every 
month, yea, every day and hour, have gone to the Judge of 
all the earth, clamoring, long and lond, for the execution of 
this vow. 

The ifisne of 1 lit was not alone between tbe governments 
of the old world, and their children, the colonies of the new. 
This issue, t^idered by the framers of the Declwation of 
l??e, was done not only for the United StiM«e ; but as the 
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represeutatiTea of hnman nature oppressed, their document 
was the property of both Americas, and of the New World. 
Liberty for all is demanded ; labor in »1I is honorable ; tyranny 
is everywhere odious ; kidnapping and stealing men and their 
labor is the essence of sin and meanness. Look at the pro- 
ducts of their isBue. Behold thirteen of the United States 
free from slavery I 

Siz empires on this continent have pronounced that the 
color of a man's skin and hif liberty have no relation to each 
other, and that all men are created eqoal and free, to wit — 
Mexico, New Granada, Central America, Veoezaela, Chili and 
Pern. These blood-bought countries have started the great 
journey of liberty and independence, with slavery abolished 
thronghout their great domains. lu fact, the continent is an 
abolition continent; the Catholic couutriea, in the march of 
liberty, have gone beyond tlus land of boasting Protest- 
antism. 

Under the glorious issue, framed by the fathers of indepen- 
dence, that all men are created equal, the bondmen of Masea- 
diusetts, of Connecticut, of New York, of Pennsylvania, and 
of New Jersey, have thrown down their broken yokes, as the 
trophies of the great definition, and the shout of fi^edom 
which burst forth and rolled in thunders through the unmeft- 
Bured prairies of the West, swept over the Rocky MountEuns, 
and Mexico caught the joyful sound, and dedared all men 
forever &ee in the land of Montezuma. 

The white, the black, the red, joined in the chorus : ah. 
xsN AKs CKKATBD EQUAL. Yes, fivc empires more heard the 
thrilling sounds, and from the lonely mine-digger of the 
oavem-worlds beneath the bed of the Pacific, to the solitary 
Ebepherd on the snow-clad Cordilleras, and from the Mexican 
Gulf to the ever-blazing fires of the Andes, as the eternal truth 
went np the monntains and rolled over the pampas aoll- 
todes ^ the Son^ and flowed down the mighty rivers, all' 
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heard tbe words of resarrectioD and of life, and from llie 
trance of ages stood up in the primeval sovereigntjr of uakI 

St. Domingo heard that man iraa bom iree and created 
equal, and, at the end of three centuries of ulayery, stood 
erect — a nation of freemen, manufactured out of goods and 
chattels. England, in the days of George the Third, paid 
four hundred miUiona of dollars to destroy- oui* definition of 
man, and in the reign of William the Fourth, the same nati«n, 
fifty-seven years ailer, paid one hundred milUons of dollars to 
purchase it for eight hundred thousand slaves in the West 
Indies. Those new lexicographers who overturned the gov- 
ernments of the new world by the power of a d^nUion, and 
' ont the bands of transatlantic connection, and turned the 
world upside down, and unlocked suffering humanity and 
delivered it &om its prison-honse, if they could be sunmioned 
from the long dreamless sleep of their graves, would be over- 
come with astonishment to find thirteen States of this republic 
stall otinging to slavery with s death-grasp ; and that their 
declaration, which had driven slavery from all other parts of 
the continent, was unable to deliver two and a half millions 
of.the most wretched slaves the sun ever shone upon. These 
fothers, summoned from their graves, might well inquii-e 
what is the cost of this refusal by southern men to acknow- 
ledge our definition of man. 

And what would be the answer? The derision and col- 
lected scorn of an insulted world — the loss of liberty of - 
^«eoh, and the freedom of the press, and of oonsdence — too 
cowardly to discuss slavery, and afraid of the truth, — a loss 
of character for bravery and moral courage — loss of the bene- 
fit of the personal industry of the whites, that being oon- 
adered dishonorable ; while to rob, steal, commit adultery, 
and covet, are virtues — the South by slavery, making their 
wives, the white women, miserable — the slave losing the. 
bsnefit of the Bible — the whites, by amalgamAtion with thmr 
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daves, obtaining the privilegfl of selling tbeir own childfen, 
brothers and nstera of selling their own brothers and aieters 
— ^the fear of asBasfdnadon and insarrection — large sections 
of ezbansted slave-lands, with a curse of perpetual sterility 
upon them — a nsiversal brati^fing of the black mau's mind 
— universal concabiuage — reducing two and a half millions of 
equals to beasts and chattels — ferocity, murder, duelling, 
oalltd " chivalry " — the countless murders committed by 
slavery during the lapse of two hundred years, yet nnatoned 
for and unavenged — the white masters living onder the stand- 
ing charge that all their wealth, their daily gains, the livings 
and subsistence cfP Congressmen, judges, govemoiB, church- 
members, men and women,are made up and obtained by d^y 
robberies and larcenies, stamped yith the infinite meauness of 
inflicting assanlU and batteries on the daves, their natnral 
eqaals, to compel them to give their masters an opportunity of 
stealing the fruits of another's industry — tliirteen States living 
by petit larcenies. The acme of human glory, in relation to 
man's elevation, and the lowest depth of his guilty debase- 
ment, manifested in the same country I 

In the old-world men inherited, as property, the three great " 
departments of power — to wit, the Legislative, Judicial and 
Executive ; while in the slave States of the new woild two 
hundred and fifty thonsand irresponsible despots inherit and 
own, not only ail the political power of two million, five 
hnndred thousand slaves, but inherit and own their bodies 
-^the fearfiil and wonderful workmanship of God — ^immortal 
chattels, celestial merchandise. 

The slaveholder's practice tells Qod He made an undue 
AoTb of immortal mind, and it is bis (the davefaolder's) busi- 
ness to r«-adjust His highest work, by increasing the brute 
creation, in diminishing the immortal. The slaveholder, 
therefore-, un-monAi and reduces to thingt, beings a little lower 
dun- angelb ^e same slaveholder would have laid his 
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nicked hands on angela, and impreBBed them into liis aervioe, 
if he coidd. 

Behold thirteen States of the American Republic, legislating 
for the division of stolen goods, enacting that stealing is a 
patriarchal institution, and adultery sanctioned by the Bible 
— pasBmg the most formidable laws agiusst any person who 
shall call them stealers of men, of women and of children. 
The brute force system surrounds and protects thdr awful 
larcenies upon mankind. 

T will present another rather unamiable view of davery. 

A South Carolina slaveholder has a son by bis slave, in bis 
own likeness. That son must be deprived of the Bible. The 
&ther employs the brutal lash upon his son's body, to make 
him work harder and earn, more, that his &ther may steal 
those earnings, and with them send a missionary across the 
diameter of the globe, to tell the heathen, if they do not 
repent, they will be lost. We will suppose a heathen in 
India repents, and out of gratitude becomes a missionary 
faimself to South Caroliua to warn the people of their sins, 
heathenism and slavery. But the Indian missionary would 
be murdered, by lynch law, for teaching the slave and mas- 
ter the same doctrines, on thdr own soil, which the master 
at the expense of making his son a slave and a heathen at 
home, scourged and imbruted, had obt^ed means to send 
this very heathen in the old world. What would East Indian 
Christians think of South Carolina ethics, morality, or religion P 

THB NO-TONGUE MEN. 

Bat the adversaries of the great truth of man's equality at 
birth, have made new discoveries in behalf of &lsehood and 
ag^nst liberty, viz., that slavery is too power^ and sensitive 
to be assailed with the tongne or the pen of free discussion. 
There are two divisions of the no-tongne, no-pen, no-discns- 
rion men. One party admits slavery an evil, batits conatitu- 
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tional intrenchmentB are bo deep and vide, and it is bo 
awfnllf dangerous to speak or write agaiDBt the insUtutioD of 
slavery, that they are willing to make an assignment of the 
liberty of speech, the right of petition, the power of the pen, 
the liberty of conscience, to the slaveholders, as a atending 
tribute, to be paid by the men of the north division of 
the confederacy, for the privilege of not being made field 
slaves for the present ; for the privilege of looking on the 
same sun at the same time ; of beholding the same waxing and 
waning moon ; although the fruit of this assignment has been 
wet with the blood often thonsond annual mnrdera, or twenty- 
seven daily ones, for each of the sixty years goneby, frommalig- 
nant passion, by violence and over-working and under-leeding. 

HOIM^ARRIESS. 

' The other division contends it is a Bible institution, a State 
institution, and a corner-stone of the Federal Union ; and 
fiirther, that no man, woman or chUd, shall deny these propo- 
sitions, bat with the penalty of death, with or without law. 

This last diviBion of men are the head men and master 
builders in the Bastile of slavery, while those of the first 
division are the mere bod-carbibrs op slavebt — the dodle 
creatures at the Korth, who are willing to forego their 
humanity, their intellectual liberty in themselves ; and if they, 
as northern men, are willing to forego so much, they can see 
no reuEon why the slaves, for the benefitof our blessed Union, 
ought not, as good republicane, to be willing to forego life, 
liberty, wife, children, and endure stripes, hunger, nakedness, 
ignominy, and reproach, from generation to generation. Ay, 
these good patriots of the North can see no reason why two 
million five hundred thousand slaves ought not to be content 
to be Btript of all things, and lashed over every mile of the 
jonmey of life, to furnish the oement, made of sweat, tears, 
sacl blood, which binds the North and South together I 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



ALTAH VnSWXKl. 



TUJE TXUPIA OF IJBEBTT, 

To combat sach veathem-beaten heresies and time-honored 
presumptions of slavery^, and reboke the oraven spirit of its 
i^log^ts, is the reason we have come togethw to dedicate 
this temple to Libeily. In the thirty-eighth year of the nme- 
teenth oeatnry, \re find it necessary in Ameriea, die home of 
t^e oppreflted, in both senses of the word, to erect a tem{^e 
4>f Free Dtsciusion, where the philanthropists of this gooera- 
tion may meet for high and holy oommimion witii the God of 
Freedom, and besee(di his aid in the emuidpatioB of the 
slaTe I 

Yes, in a land on whose door-posts and gates liberty n 
inscribed, and among a people in whose months liberty and 
equality find so permanent an abode — in sach a land this 
edi£oe is ueoessary, in order to welcome humanity and liberty 
to a home they may caU th»ir own. What will the slave- 
holder think 89 he passes this temfde built for the delireranCte 
<^ hu despised ^vea, for whom he never built a school-^ioase, 
DOr soaroe a oborch ? 

What ma array of accusations shiiLl throng the slaveholder's 
gnilty m^ory as he looks upon this bmldtng, every bride of 
-which is a bitter reproach to bun I The mortar of the wall 
cries like an nnappeaaed ghost against him. Tb.e ibnndaiion 
■tones sfaaO tell bun they are softer than his heart. 

To this ^>ot the pilgrims o£ humanity will come to wonhip 
God, in the land of the setting son. 

As I entered your city, thought I, here is the peonliar 
home of the slave ; here are the descendants of Penn, the 
place where ^1 men were declared to be bom equal. Me- 
thongfat, in a sort of reverie, I saw a band of fugitive slaves 
. flying from Maryland, wet with the swimming of rivers, &int 
with hunger ; their tattered clothuig told me that they vere 
the o&pud laborers of the wretched Souttk. Thej sought tiie 
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place where they might tell the history of their wrongs. But 
the doors of the noble Roman Catholic pile of architectural 
grandeur were shut against them ; they went to the Metho- 
dists' chapel, because their discipline was written by John 
Wesley, who loved the slave ; but they were answered, " our 
bishops cannot listen to the tales of slaves ; it is a political 
question, we cannot unite church and state ;" — ^to the Baptists, 
but they conld not think of giving offence to their Geoi^ 
brethren; to the Episoopalians, bnt the man in canonicals 
siud, "it was his pleasure and his pride to say, his church 
bad never been affected by ultrMsm ;" — they turned to the 
Presbyterians, who would have opened their church, as they 
Bfidd, " but from fear of disobliging a majority of the next 
General Assembly, who might want their house in which to 
- denonnce the Abolitionists ;" but directed them to the 
.Qaakera, who had always been their friends, and to their 
spnpathiea they commended them. To the Friends they 
bent their ialtering and wretched steps — ^but they were told 
**they had always been their friends, and neither ate nor 
wore the slave's productions, but hoped no stronger test 
would be required of them, for as to opening their meeting- 
houses to listen to the story of their wrongs, they did not 
feel free to do it." 

Oh, miserable fugitives ! — ^They have run the round of 
sectarian ohnrchrhmnanlty ; none have bidden them welcome. 
" Let us," they say, "go to the Hall of Independence, and 
see if the ghosts of Hancock, and Rush, and Franklin still 
hover there !" But the door of that old hall was barred and 
bolted by a generation who knew not Joseph. They were 
told, " it will not do to talk about your scourged backs, 
broken hearts, unpud labor, severed femilies, ravished wives, 
and murdered sons ; that ia apart ofthacompact; and if we 
of the North should listen to you, the two hundred and fifty 
thonsBiid Blaveholders would knock tlds Fnion into firag' 
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mentB, §0 there vonid not be enough left of onr common 
ooantry to make a school district. Get you gone, there is no 
place for you here." 

They have turned away in despair. But what sodden 
change of joy ia pasrang over their sad countenances? They 
have heard of this Hall — this Temple of Liberty built for the 
very purpose of giving a hearing to the wrongs of the 
afflicted, those who have none to help, those about to perish ! 
And here we are, thank God I this day, in the first temple 
ever erected to the memory and redress of the slave's wrongs, 
ODoe this world began ! This is a new place under the sun. 
It is pity's home, the abode of enlightened hnmanity. 

This IB a temple dedicated to the insulted and outraged of 
our land. This will be their future court and senate house, 
where their hitherto untold wrongs shall come up in holy re- 
membrance before God, while the means for their deliverance 
shall be considered in the ample range of free discnsBion, 
unfettered by priest, deacon, people, or trustees. No house 
was ever erected for a nobler or more glorious purpose — 
there is not one on whose roof the sun of Heaven shines, 
from the Chinese temple of a hundred bells to the pagoda of 
India, from the mosque of St. Sophia to St. Paul's, from the 
cathedral of Milan to that of Westminster, around which the 
sympathies of noble hearts and the prayers of the poor wilt 
gather, as around this Hall dedicated to the Rights of Man 1 

This is the home of the stranger, the resting-place of the 
fugitive, the slave's audience-chamber. Here the cause of 
the slave, the Seminole, and the Cherokee shall be hoard. 
Here, on this rostrum, the advocates of holy justice, and 
Heaven-descended humanity, shall stand and plead for poor 
insulted man; here with boldness shall they untwist the 
gnUty texture of those laws which from generation to gene- 
ration have bound men in the dungeons of despair. Here, 
too, shall criminal expediency be hung up to a nation's scorn 
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ind the world's contempt ; that expediency which M^uta 
political balances with the tears and blood of slaves, or sees a 
nation made homeless and exiled beyond the MissiBsippi for 
the pnrpose of secnriog its golden mines. Here shall the 
good cause come, though exclnded irom sectarian churches ; 
here the despised form of shrunken hvmanity swells beyond 
the measure of its chains, as it ascends and seats itself 
beneath this dome, and feels itself enlarged by surrounding 
compas^on. 

This Temple of Libei-ty, I trust, will stand as a monument 
of honor to its fonnders, a standing reproach to the genera- 
tion of this country in the thirty-ninth year of the nineteenth 
century — a generation, whose House of Representatives, in 
Congress, coold resolve that all petitions on the subject of 
slavery should lie on its table, " unread, unprinted, onreferred, 
nndebated, and unconsidered" — a generation, who, in a fun- 
damental act of constitutional and organic law, could strike 
from its roll of voters, in the primary assemblies, forty thou* 
sand freemen, because of tbeir complexion — a generation 
whose moral cowardice, only exceeded by tbeir treachery to 
the rights of man, forced a necessity upon the tme lovers of 
man and worshippers of God to erect this building, as s bouse 
where Truth might commune with her admirers, Patriotism 
with her followers, and Humanity with her friends. 

Let this Hdl be like a moral furnace, in which the fires of 
free discnssion shall bum night and day, and purify public 
opinion of the base alloy of expediency, and all those inver- 
uons of truth, by which first principles are surrendered in 
subserviency to popular prejudice, or crime ! 

Let the gratitude of every lover of his country be expressed 
toward the gentlemen, who, in erecting this building, have 
in the most solemn manner rebuked a guilty age. As brick 
after brick shall moldcr away, may the coming generations 
of mankind furnish men who shall restore the perished brick, 
>• 
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the time-worn Btone, and irssted wood of this temple, until 
wrong tad crime Bhall be banished from our comitiy, and the 
eye of the Angel of Freedom, gazing over its vast extent of 
territory, from the St. Croix to the Mexican Gnl^ and from 
tfie Atlantic to the Pacific, looks down upon ao Axre I 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



EXTRACTS mOM LETTERS TO SAHUEL "WEBB, 
OF PHILADELPBLL 

Unci, iOtk May, 1SS8. 
Dsut Webb : 

The moment t waa leaving home for Herkimer County, 
I wemt to the post-office, and what did I £ud ? Your letter 
confinniDg what I had heard the night before. Alas, alas, 
for Philadelphia I Haa she become the captive of slavery f 
Is this the gratitude shown to Philadelphia for harboring, 
protecting and defending 600 slaveholders in her bosom? 
Yes, the unpaid labor of the slave has been employed by the 
slavebolder to madden a ferocious populace, to be guilty of 
Heaven-daring deeds, which only find a parallel in the atroci- 
ties of the French Revolution. 

The home of piety and humanity, and the refiige of - 
oppressed meit — a home fit for the spirits of the blessed — ^haa 
been burnt by the piud stipendiaries of brutal, vindlctiTe 
Blaveholders — the life-guards of Paudemoninm. He Bsbes 
of Franklin, Bush, Bittenhoose, their tombs and memories 
are now in the keeping of a mob, encouraged and suBtained 
by the knights of the lash. 

I trembled for you, your wife and children. I have shed 
tears of joy that you and yours are safe. What is property 
oompared with your precious lives. I have been through 
a somewhat rimilar scene. 

Will not God overrule this outbreaking of the wrath of 
man, for the advaucement of the great and holy principles of 
eternal Hherty? llie plough has, indeed, gone, beam-deep, 
oTOr Pbi&utdphiA. Kov yoa can oosquer your bftideiidcl 
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atj. Men will come to their senses. This will add thoo* 
fluids of bold scd true friSnda to oar canse. ShiTery itadf 
irill be burnt out at last. 

Oh, what a tale to float on the four winds of Heaven I 
what an act to be related in the old world 1 

It wonld be a prond spectacle to see 70U draw a draft for 
a new and nobler hall, while the smolce of the first ascended 
like that of a mighty famace to Heaven. Give my most 
profonnd and ^ectionate respects to all yonr co-workers in 
this hol^ enterprise. Be of good conn^. The great moral 
battle is yonrs. God is with yon. The voioe of the dvi- 
liied world is with you. Hie eyes of angels and men of the 
upper and this lower world are on you. The eyes of posterity 
will often moisten as they read the tragic p^e in which yoa 
are the conspionous actois. But, go on. The slave and the 
freeman all look to you to build a second hall to Liberty. I 
fjiel identified with your new Phoanix temple. They will not 
bom another. Public sentiment will roll over them. . . . 

le Jmt, IBS8, UncA. 
DiUB Fbiend: 

I snatch the first moment that my pressing engagements 
and a journey, in and out, of 1,200 miles, with my wife and 
daughter, have allowed, to enjoy the satisfaction I now feel, in 
answering your second and third letters, which have imparted 
great pleasure to me, my family, and others, who have had the 
ot^Kirtniuty of Usteoing to their highly interesting contents. 
There is something so ennobling to find yon acquiring hedi 
strength and new vigor, by the persecutions which lower and 
thunder over your head and those of your noble coadjutors, 
that all yon have suffered,' and we by sympathy with you, 
seems to be a cheap mode of purchadng the development «f 
these lofty p<Mnt8 .of ohvaoter, that unflinoliing fiimnoB^ thM 
holy .btridaeas and nawavoiriBg ocmstaacry amidat .th« whidwiBd . 
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of huuftii pasrioD uid interests. Yes, snch remarkable Tir< 
taes as these can only be known in the hoar of & nation's 
peril — can onlj be understood at the funeral of Liberty, and 
only seen at the grave of humanity. Tlie great virtues are 
not to be used in the days of prosperity, but are to be brought 
forth for the sustentation of truth and justice in an hour of 
distress, when ^ sur&oeHBprings and bubbling brooks diow 
OS nothing but dusty and forsaken channels. 

On that night when the troops of slavery — a northern mob 
— howled through your streets, instead of sacrificing on the 
altar raised to liberty and consecrated by as in the temple of 
free discussion, their first sacrifice being the temple itself to 
the god of fire and darkness, whose willing subjects they are, 
how I have rejoiced, in such an faoor, to see yon, deliberately 
sketching, by the dying light of the first temple, a second one 
still more illustriouB and beautiful. 

I came &om Philadelphia home. The next week I went 
to the Herkimer Circuit and acquitted a woman charged with 
murder, and successfully defended a breach of promise of 
marriage case. On Monday, 28th May, I started for Boston, 
and attended, three days, the New En^and Convention. A 
Convention which will do much good in carrying out the per- 
manent quarterly subscriptions, the libraries, the petitioning 
Congress and the State le^slature, in adding to the ranks 
of members, and, last, though not least, in mducing political 
action. All these points are to be made practical Saturday, 
after Convention adjourned, I addressed the ladies of Boston, 
and added to ^e roll of members. Sunday, I addressed the 
people of Dorchester ; Monday, those of Duxbary ; and, Tues- 
day, those of Plymouth Rook, the place of the landing of our 
forefathers. Wednesday, I w^t, at uigent solicitation, 104 
miles overlsjod to Concord, Kew Hampshire, where the State 
Society met on Thiwsday, and the legielature on same day. 
Ob ^nrtdsy I qtok* 1iki«e or four hovrs, and on Fi^i^, our 
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friends asked &e legislature for the State Hoase for m«; 
bnt Host it bf thirteen votes — US to 128. Last year, oitt of 
180 memben, oar friends coold get bnt IG or J6 to vote foj 
our having the hall. 

Got. Hill yoked temperance and abolition together, and 
abased both objects shamefully. On Friday, oar friends 
insisted that I shonld review the opinions of their govemor^ 
delivered in his mesasge the day before, and the condact of 
tbe assembly in refiumg as the hoiue. I did not spare them, 
I asanre you. Some forty or fifty members present. Satur- 
day, I came some sixty milei to Oroton, Mass., delivered an 
kddreSE on Snnday, two on Monday, imd on Tuesday, wcdC 
to Boston by Lowell, forty miles, and spent the day, and in t&e 
afternoon and night went to Xew York — saw the ExeontlTd 
Committee of the Parent Society and talked to them two 
honrs, and got borne on Thursday, at three p.m. The ther- 
mometer in the shade has been all the time for the last eight 
days, at from 80 to 90° Fahrenheit. 

Be encouraged, dear brother ; you are engaged in a mighty 
work. Do not disturb the ruins of the Hall, if the corpora- 
tion will let them stand, for the space of five years to come. 
These bnmt and ruined walls will make men think. Hie 
nation is ^rly waked up. We will make politicians feel bo, 
tiiat they will be the first to run with their buckets to put out 
onr blarang halls. Write, and believe me ever thine. 



17tioi, Jiuu 2S(A, 13SS. 
I thank yon most Undly far the box to which yon allude 
and the minerals from Pennsylvania Hall therein contained. 
We are very thonkfnl that you have any scrap of oak or pna 
from that Hall, the memory of which wiD last. That Hall 
seemed to be too noble and glorious a monument for thia 
tc(f}aitd,-inAead6f lifting ItMtf v kmAc£tia tempett 
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and a target for the tbnnder-bolt, standing from oentoiy to 
oentniy, a great morai landmark oa the coast of time, np- 
brudiug the Bturonsding ohurclira and pnblio edifices, as 
nnheediul of the criea of bleeding humanity, forcing the 
world to see that the atareholder had locked up the northern 
chnrches, and pitblic halls, and atratted in bold defiance with 
these kejB hanging &om his girdle ; instead <rf standing anch 
ocHispioiioiis beacon from age to age, oor Hall, vhea the 
slaveholders demanded the key, as if conacions of the con- 
tamination, blushed into a blaze of indignation, aod expired, 
tmly to live on the pages of history, being satisfied tfa^ she 
had done more, in the fonr days of her existence,, fiir the 
oauSe of haffianity, than all the halls md chnrches erected in 
the land. . . . 
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EEPOET OF A SPEECH 



JOINT COMIIITTEI! OF THE LEGISLATURE OF TERHONT, 

Mailed to injuire into the propriety of reporting and paving HeioiviioM 
addrtmd to Congrtu, praying that hadg to abolish tht internal Blav* 
Trade between tht Statti, Slavery in the Diitrict of CotianiAa, and in the 
Territoriei ef the Ohitid Btatae, and to preemt the admittion of ncu 
Biamt Btatet, aitd Tixae into the Uiiien, by ipedal regueit and invitation 
from the VermotU State A. S Boeiety, on the attk, 26tA and SltA Y 
Oelober, 18S8. 

Tbo reet^ntione passed the Senate bj tba follovtDg rote ; " Teas, 
S3; lutTB, 0." la the Asgemblj tbe; vere carried bj acdamation, 
and no negatire was called. 

SPEECH. 
HoiirOBABLE GaMTUCMKN OF THE JoiHT COMUirtBX ; Yott 

are clothed with power for the most exalted porposes ; not to 
inquire into the propriety of a bridge over a river, the suit- 
ableneBB of granting a bank charter in this or that town, of 
increasing or diminishing the tax on this or that district or 
comity ; no, yoor dnty extends to eight times as many peo- 
ple as those vho constitute this sovereign and independent 
State, who are yoor coontrymen, yonr brethren, yoor fellow 
beings, bom in the repablic, not to its rich inheritance, but 
its orphanage ; not to its glory, but to its dishonor ; not to 
its rich treasure of knowledge and rehgion, but its utter intel- 
lectual bereavement and heathenism ; not to its liberty and 
independence, but its slavery and losa of all things ; not to its 
bright and glorious hope, but its blackness of darkness, in 
despdr. In behalf of two and a half millioBs of yoni 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



EBCH. 161 

wretched fellow meD, found in your own glorious bnt dis- 
graced country, the cry for pity, help and mercy is wafted in 
every aouthem wind which blows over the lands of oh^ns 
and tears, and has brought to Vetmont the deep lamenta- 
tions of the onpitied, the unwept, and the nnmoumed. 

THS FBSEUEK OF TEBUONT. 

To what friend should the slave sooner go tlum to the 
fVeemen of these vales and mountains ? 

The dark, unbroken wilderness, which half a century since 
covered this beautiful land, was not removed by a generation 
of unpaid slaves — no, the white man alone was tije pioneer. 
The sturdy birch, the majestic ehn, the solid beech, the noble 
maple, the hated maasive hemlock and the cloud-propping 
pine— the Anakim of the vegetable kingdom — have ^en 
before the &ecmen of Vermont, and made the earth to trem- 
ble in their dying groatu, Te middle-^ged and ag«d men, 
turn to your early remembrance, when the valleys and hills at 
midnight were illuminated with the funeral piles of these 
Ibrest giants ; who was high priest, whd presided at the 
Bacrifice ? The sunburnt and hard knuckled freeman of Ver- 
mont stood in his sombre linen frock, his sacerdotal robes, 
and performed the duty. No unpaid slave ever heard the 
cruel soimd of the master's horn coll his unrested limbs from 
his pilM of straw to his miserable toil in Vermont. No ; 
your mountains would have held their breath, and refused 
an echo to that hated sound. Vermont was the first bom 
child after the Revolution. Although she came into the 
confederacy amidst storms and tempests, which lowered upon 
her birth ; yet she was bom perfect in all her limbs ; her 
moral faculties showed that the Declaration of Independence 
was her noble tire. She was not like her next sister, Ken- 
tucky, who came misshapen, limping, half made up, with 
rickets before her birth and. ever since. Yes, those moral 
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Tickets, BlATerr, have eadly disflgar«d that siBter, and her 
onwiUin^nis to be cured of her complaint, proves Hiat her 
mind ia as badJy affected aa her body is deformed. Poor 
Kentaoky is not ashamed to ateal, but too proud to work, 
and too diahonest to pay those who do I 

Vermont haa penetrated to the central line, between the 
equator and the pole, and on the outer line of the nation, in 
the &r Kortb, last year, sent up her resolutions to Congress 
agwnst alavery ; those res(^ntions were truly the morai 
aurora boreali», the tme nortbem lights, to alarm the proud, 
terrify the wicked, enlighten the ignorant ; yea, to intimidste 
those riokety imps and monsters who feed and gorge tbem- 
eelvea on human fleah and blood. 

Vermont, in presenting Chose noble resolutions to an 
American Congresa, in lace of so much leagaed mdioe and 
cruelty, appeared hke an angel of mercy walking upon 
the high places of the earth. Who might not, on that day, 
have ooTuted the honor of a birtfaplaoe in your State P If 
seven cities of antiquity contended, each, for the honor of 
bdng the birthplace of Homer, then may the man of Ver- 
mcmt be justly proud that his State was the birthplace 
of these resolntiona, and stood in the front rank of 
humanity, and first as a State which mounted the parapeta 
of alarery. 

Vermont, before her existence as a State, had taated of 
oppresaion. She atmggled into exiatence under twelve 
acts (tf ontUwry paaaed agunst her by the State of New 
York. 

Yon bad a double war for your independence—yea, treble 
— ^witb the British Empire and the State of New York and 
New Hampshire, each claiming jurisdiction over you. Your 
moantains and forests were your abiding auxiliaries in these 
contests, theae mountaina, the native abodes of liberty, the 
<ddest citadels of humanity, the blessed homes of stmgglingi 
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jieneeateA and TmBabdaed freedom. Loot st thk State in 
its in&Doy^, sixty years ago, ■with but 6,000 men vho ooold 
buidle the axe or the sword, teanng down the forests, an 
nnacknovledged commtinity, contending fbr an existence, 
while England, New York aad New Hampshire soii|^t to 
t&ke it away. Yet VennoDt, the real Switteriand of 
.Amerien, came into existence whra poIitioBi and personal 
Itbcirty were prized, next after tfte salvation of the son), as the 
^eatest good homan authority could eonier. Slavery, in no 
fonn, ever ^H^)Bted on this soil. Fhy«ieians assert that cer- 
tun pemMn are predisposed to certain diseases, so I may sajr 
^ tibe dtizens of this State, <«i the great question of humanity 
now pending before the American people, they have a predis- 
position to join against any canse or question in which liberty 
is threatened with destruction or overthrow ; to range them- 
selves against the oppressor, and with the oppressed, to seat 
themselves by the side ofthe prisoner, and lock arms with him 
Vho is ready to perish. She is ready to say to the bond- 
man, " Entreat me not to leave thee, or to retnrn from follow- 
ing after thee, for whither thon goest I will go, and where 
thoa lodgest I will lodge ; thy people shall be my people, thy 
Ood shall be my God ; where thon diest Z will die, and there 
w^ I be bnried ; the Lord do Bo to me, and more also, if 
aaght bat death part me and thee.'' 

VSBUONT FOBEHOST FOB UBBSITT. 

The resolatjona, adopted by the le^slatnre of Vermont, ad- 
dressed to Congress, last year, covering the extent of ordinary 
coDstitntional action, on the part of the confederacy, cheered 
the heart of the philanthropist, and armed hmnanity herself 
with a new power to march to the terrible contest between 
the forces of light imd darkness, tmth and &l8ebood, liber^ 
tad slavery. Li the character and spirit of those resolations 
th« altvdiolder must have seen shadowed ont, in coming 
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days, his indictment, trial, and final orerthrow. Hen he sair 
a sovereign State march into the field. Then the sUveholder 
found out that the fideehood of tlie addleheetded charge, that 
the Abolitionists were only a few decayed old women, sub- 
ject to hysterics, and a few moon-fltrack, fanatical men, who 
nursed and fed themselrea on naans, and spent their time in 
trances, or lost themselves by diving into the mysteries of 
prophecy, and second sights of in writing commentaries upon 
Mormon Bibles. Bnt these nvble-minded men of the South, 
whose minds soared into the lofi:y regions of chirslry, where 
women-whipping is one of the most distinguished features or 
employments of that chivalty (for except in those peculiarly 
gay and gallant rei^ons women are not whipped) through 
John C. Calhoun, the prince of nulMcation, raised the cry, 
that before the Vermont resolutions were considered, by the 
Senate, a string of resolutions, all split out of one log, and by 
Mr, Calhoun, must first be considered, as a connter Btat»- 
ment, to those from Vermont, as a sort of breakwater to 
prevent their consequence I Thus the culprit, arrwgned by 
Vermont, was determined to open his case, introduce his 
evidence and sum up bis cause, and make the most of hia 
argument, before the prosecution was heard, and thus fore- 
stall the judgment of the court. I have no donbt, this new 
and improved mode adopted by the slaveholders in Congress, 
of trying a criminal, would relieve the gallows fi^m bending 
under the weight of many a pirate, and the State prison from 
the confinement of many a Bootuidrel. These highly cultivated 
- slaveholders deny the slave's right of petition on any subject, 
any more than mules, dogs or horses, on the ground that 
slaves have no rights to be violated ; no matter what is done 
to the slave by any one, he as a slave having no rights, nor 
any interest in any rights, which can be violated, ^erefore 
cannot as a slave assume to ask for the redress of any 
injuries, because he, the slave, has nothing which can be 
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iojared. He has nothing which can be the subject of legiela- 
tire addre^ on his own prayer, for to admit it, ironld be 
admitting there was something the master had not crnshed 
and destroyed, in appropriating the bIstc to himaelC The 
slave, says the master, cannot petition for himself for anything, 
therefore the freeman can aek no greater right for the slave 
than the slave conld for himself therefore the freeman can- 
not petition for him. And if it be right to deny the petition 
of the slave, in person, or the &eeman for him, therefore it 
must be right to deny the petition of a sovereign State, who 
asks for the same thing, yea, the whole nation, if it ssk for 
anything in behalf of the slave who has nothing, and is en- 
titled to nothing, on the gronnd, that the nation is agent 
for the State, who is agent of the freeman, who is agent of 
the slave, or nothing ; this whole matter resting on a legal 
notftinff, no matter how high yon pile considerations npon 
nothing, and extend the bonndaries of nothing, to nothing it 
mnst come at laati~. In this bark-mill, circle southern mind 
revolves, on the question of slavery. We know not which 
most to wonder at, the gross inhumanity it manifests, or the 
shallow logic by which they affect to maintain this propor- 
tion. Let ns examine for a moment one of the promioent 
reasons, why there appears to be such a nnmerons and active 
force npon the floor of Congress, ready to contend for propo- 
rtions, which, for absurdity, are only exceeded by their 
cruelty, and seem to mock all the pretensions which civiliza- 
tion and Christianity ever claimed in thdr advancement of 
the human race. 

THnra-SEFaESENTATivBS nr coxgbess. 

The American Congress is, without donbt, an anomaly as a 

deliberative body, in the civilized world. In that most 

august representative body of twenty-four sovereign and 

independent States, are twenty-dght members elected, in 
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c<x»eqQeiice of two and a qaarter minions of elarea extsting 
in ODD. Diut of tho nation from whence these twenty-eight 
members come, not to represent them, bnt to oppose any 
flsa or prefect, which might tend to the benefit of those 
slaTei, to whose very nombera these twenty-eight members 
were indebted for their seats. By counting five slaves as 
thre<i white or tree persons, as the basis of Congrcs^onal 
representation, these twenty -eight members of Congress hold 
their seats, as the chattel representatires, or as the represen- 
tatives of things and not of men, and possess or cl^m the 
power to silence their c^ttel or thing-constituency, when it 
Osks <« seeks to become a man-coTutituency, and also claims 
the high prerogative of silencing their associate members of 
Congress, who would seek to elevate the chattd-coTiatitvency 
of the twenty-eight to the man basis. The twenty-eigbt 
clftim that it is a dtsthict portion of thdr official dnty to 
oonntervail the sympathy and humanity of the age, when.it 
shall manifest a desire to elevate their constitoents to the 
c<»nmon right and privileges of mankind. These twenty- 
eight men come to represent nothing but the congregated 
absurdities and all the marked moral obliquities ctf this period 
of the world. Let it not be supposed I am a stranger to the 
fact, that the twenty-eight assert that three-fifths of their 
slaves are added to the rest of the population, as a constitu- 
tional rule, for the purpose of fixing the basis of representa- 
tion, the same a» women ani children are connted at the 
Kortii, for the purpose of fizii^ the rate. 

These twenty-eight men come as a sort of body-goard to 
lust, lazineBs, unpaid wages, ignorance, heathenism, the nghta 
of the lash, uualgamation, prostitntion, the shooting down 
nnpwd laborers for leaving their employments, divorcing 
husbands and wives, separating parents and children, the sell- 
ing men, women and children by private contract, or by public 
ontory ; yea, the right of vending nnbom generations ; yes, 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



tlie exalted privilege, peculiar to the HlaYehoMer, of selliD^ iaa 
own children, his own brotliera and sisters, coosms, nephews 
and nieces, into the most miserable slavery, and all and every 
the right of duelling, chivalry, assassiaation, marder, and 
generally all and every and eacb of th&variea and multiplied 
rights embraced vithin the circle of the most onbonnded 
inhomanity. 

These twenty-eight Congreasmea are the ohosen gladiators, 
to dispute every inch of ground, which the hiunamty of Coo- 
gress may desire to occupy. These are the men, whose 
votes are employed to gag the House of Representatives of 
the nation. These are the. twenty-eight men to lead the 
House on the forlorn hope of suppressing debate, and take the 
liberties of the nation by storm, and lead them into captivity 
without the hope of ransom. These are the men, to deny the • 
right of petition, when it affects thdr thing-conftitumajf. 
These are the men, elected different from ^l the rest, not to 
&Tor bnt to resist all measjires ofiered by others, for ^le 
benefit of their tfaiDg-conBtituency. These are the men who» 
under the pretence, of preserving order and qniet, in the 
glory of representatives, produce wild chaos and jffimeval 
night, amidst thdr maniac screams of Order J ObdebII 
ORDER 1 1 ! These are the men who, with oaths, at their 
private boarding-houses, on the 21 at December, 1637, swore 
that " if any man from the North (as. your able Slade bad 
done) should bring in a resolution, or a. law, to abolish davery 
in the District of Columbia again, they would put lum to 
death 1 1" 

Their notions of government nu^ be inferred from their 
fevorite maxim, that " slavery is the corner-stone of our 
republic." If slavery be "the corner-stone," it is not difficult 
to predict of what materials the side, the end walla of this 
edifice would be erected, if these twenty-dght geatlem^ 
vercallowed to.remodel the fabrio of Americaa imOitntJonB. 
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There are six republics on tliia continent, in North lokt Boafb 
Americii, which are vithoat those " oomer-fltones," so macb 
rained b; these far-sedng politicians. 

Beside the p^uliar duties which have been assigned to the 
twenty-eight thinff-repres&itativei, they are expected to do a 
certain amonnt of bullying, hectoring, gasconading, threaten- 
ing, challenging, duelling, rifle-tryiog, pistol-praoti^g, so as 
to compel from northern members, thdr profound respect for 
the peculiar institutions of tiie South, They, the twenty- 
eight, are mechanically, as the clock strikes the hour, at 
least one hundred times, in a session of Congress, io threaten 
to split the Union all to shivers ; and at least on one hundred 
difTerent qnestions, from the qnestion whether a dead htwe^ 
killed in the late war, should be pud for, up to that of the 
abolition of slavery. 

They, the twenty-eight, are ez-offido the wardens and 
keepers of the wedges and beeties, by which they will under- 
take to split the Union into pieces or parts to suit pnrohaserft, 
from a State down to a school district. 

The great slave wedge, we are assured by these nation- 
Bplitters, would easily rive and sunder the Union, from the 
capes of the Delaware to the Mandan towns. If these men 
will sacrifice the Union for their love of slavery, we will 
sacrifice slavery for our love of the Union. We hope, by the 
goodness of an overruling Providence, that we shall be able 
to add two and a half millions of new votaries and supporters 
of a republican form of government, who, having tasted all 
the ills which may be practised under it, may also eujoy all 
the blessings which by any possibility it may confer. 

DISTBICT OF COLDUBIA. 

Mat it please the Hoitobable Comutiteb : We will now 
look at slavery in the District of Columbia. This district 
has been a sort of man-menagerie, in which the grand exp«i- 
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meat bas been tried for thirt^-eigbt years, by the consent of 
tbe nation, to see whetber men can be converted into beasts, 
or tbings, by putting them into the same legal scale, annex- 
ing the same legal consequences to their act« — except where 
cruelty is to be practised, for there the punishments vottl^ 
from their variety and rigor, assume that the offenders were 
above men, yea, the compeers of angels. 

One vonld think the 200 years of slavery and debasement, 
on this continent, of man, in the shape of a slave, vas a 
period of Buffident length, to settle tbe question, whether 
alaves conld be learned to walk on all fonrs, like tbe beasts, 
or not. But no, tbe grandeur of Ms celestial descent, bis 
heavenly lineage, the capital of mind the slave receives direct 
from God, will forever make an impassable gulf, between 
this noble, though abused immortal, and the beasts which 
perish. 

To suppose it necessary, to make a parade of constitntional 
learning, to convince any man, who feels and acknowledges 
the common import of words and sentences, is to snppose 
tiiat nothing can be made certain in the English language. 

It is clearly expressed in the Constitution of tbe United 
States, that Congress bas power, given by the Constitution, 
to " legislate in all cases whatever, over the District of Co- 
Iambi^" and therefore has a right to abolish slavery; the 
same right that it had to establish it, because that Congress 
adopted it, and therefore bas a right to abrogate it. To say 
that Congress has not the power to abolish slavery in tbe 
District, is a crime against the English langnage, as well as 
odr common humanity. The language is explicit beyond the 
most malignant carj»ngs of the most fiendish criticism. To 
Bsy it is contrary to the spirit of our Consdlution, is to say 
that Use preamble to tbe Constitution is &Ise, which says " it 
was ord^ed for the purpose of establishing Justice and 
Hbafff," It is as clear as though it had been written, ** Coa- 
8 
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gren ifaall have poirer to abolish fllaTery in the Diatriot of 
Colnmbia." It is ooe of those cBses There the propoaitioa 
is itself more cleu-, than tatj argument, evidence, or illnatra- 
tioD asBomed aa true, can make it. " Ciarixu luce," moie 
dear titan light, as the Roman orator once said. Whoever 
ondertakes, by other argmnenta than the text of the Consti- 
tution itaelJ^ to make it appear that Congress have, and 
should exerciae the aboUUon power it possesses, for the benefit 
of 7000 persons, would make the question more doubtful hy 
vords, and might aa well undertake to prove tbe existence of 
the ann, by bis light reflected from the moon, rather than by 
his own shining, in all the glories of noon. 

But many will assert it inexpedient to abolish slavery in 
the District of Colombia, because the slaveholder is opposed 
to it. 

Shall we wait till the slaveholder is willing, where the 
nation has the power f Shall we reverse the first principles 
of our goTemmeut, and allow the minority to rule, and 
commit crime, when the nuyority should rule, and must be 
responuble for all Uie wrong and misery which they have 
power to prevent ? 

Is tbe jEHendship of wicked men and alaveholders more 
intportaat to a minority of the nation than an approving 
cODBcienoe, which is the voice of God, and the opinion of 
good men all round the world ? If the free States rdhse 
(having the power as they really possess it) to abolish slavery 
in the District of Columbia, it becomes, tmly, the tan of the 
North, of the free States, and on us rests the responsibility 
of every pain of mind or body, which may be endured by 
those 7000 slaves, which they would not suffer, were they 
free ; yea, moref of the horrid ooontenance we seem to lend to 
the slaveholders, in tbe States, where they, as States, claim 
to have the only power to abolish slavery. Yes, slavery may 
ptit fbrth a very plausible defraoe of the syBtem, by MyiBg 
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that tlie N'orth, without profit from rfaTory, permit it to 
exist, when they have power to abolish it, therefore, they of 
the North cannot consider alaTeholding very wrong, or they 
"wotdd abolish it, where they have the odinm of its existence, 
without the profit of its oontinoaiioe. 

DUTY OF THB STATES. 

Gentlemen of the committee, we now come to the legisla- 
ture of Vermont, asking it, with great respect, to embody 
and express to Congress the desire of tins sovereign Stitte, 
that slavery should be immediately and forever abolkhed in 
the District of Columbia. Your citizens of this State have 
besought yon by their petitions on this subject to lend snfier- 
ing hnmanity a helping hand. 

The peculiar posture of affdrs in the present CongroBS 
seems to invite the States to come forward in their highest 
legislative capadty, and rescue the Constitution of oar oonn- 
mon country from the most gross violations ; violations for 
which every patriot should tremble for the perpetuity of oar 
blood-bought liberties. The dtizens of Vermont, as wdl as 
those of the other firee States, have sent thousands and tois 
of tfaousauda of petitions to Congress, praying for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Colombia, and the internal 
slave trade and for kindred objects ; all of which, in the past 
year, have been laid upon the table, unread, unrefbrred, nn- 
printed, undebated, and unconsidered. 

CONSHTtJTIONCIIHS. 

' Thus have the members of Congress, from the free States, 
bowed themselves lower, in base submission, to the footstool 
«f slavuy, than on all otlier propositions ever before nnited> 
But tlie northern members, who voted the PaLton gi^, before 
they g:ot 90 low, had to grope their way down on a ladder 
'Off perjury. There vai no other invention by which th^ 
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flordd b&Ts debued themaelTea, aad finmd for thenuelvM 
BO al^eot ft pcdnt. It was only by jumpng the lUa to 

Ti» CoDStHntion lias secured tlie eternal and Heavet^ 
descended right of petition to the pe<^e (^ this oonntiy ; 
not that the Coasdtntion gave or conferred this right ; no, 
sirs, it barely spohe against its violation, it threw its power- 
fill BTms oDt in defence of this right, coeval tvith num. Bat 
these members of Congress who voted for the resolution of 
the 2lBt December, 1837, to lay the petitions of the freemen 
and women <^ the North on the table, unread, unconsidered, 
and unprinted, must stand on the page of history in all com.- 
ing time as the assassins ; yes, the peijured assasmns of their 
country's reputation, for the in&mous purpose of apholdiog 
•lavery in the capital of the nation, and the slave trade 
between the States, in its most diabolical form which this 
woiid has ever seen, in the long range of 600 years. 

The r^ddes of Charles the First — many of them perished 
St home on the scaffold, otiiera died of misery and want in 
fore^ lands, the objects of the world's contempt and scom, 
fi>r having tried, condemned, and executed their sovereign. 
These regicides alleged that they destroyed the king, and 
broke through the Constitntion of England, in vindication oi 
humamty outraged, and for the delivery of liberty Irom 
fdiains. But how much greater judgment should be awarded 
gainst those members of Congress, who, on the 21st Decem- 
ber, 1837, laid their sacrilegious, polluted hands upon the 
written Constitution of their country, after they had solemnly 
sworn by the retributions of the etenial judgment to mun- 
tain its provinons— thm to turn round and violate that Con- 
atitution ; not as the regicides did to ud human liberty, bnt 
for the malignant pnrpoae of transfixing hberty to a cross, 
and make her expire in heir own temple, as a mark of open 
shame 1 Be&re these eonttHMioneidf could witidu>ld the 
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flonddcration of die wretched slave's caatt, they had to valk 
over the dead body of the ConstitatioD of their country. 

This generation is so overcome with the bewildering cry 
raised against the Abolitionists in behalf of the southern 
rights, that they have not yet opened their eyes and ears to 
the greatest crimes which have ever been committed on this 
continent ; and those crimes, to add to their malignity, have 
been committed under the ibrms of the Constitution. 

But when truth shall triumph over delusion and the ^ati- 
cism of a mistaken and slavery-ridden ^e, then shall some 
philosophic Hume, in the next centnry review the distretn- 
ing transactions of this ; then will the 21st December, 1837, 
be reckoned the most gloomy and disastrous day which has 
^stingnished the annals of this nation. If the 4th Jnly, 1776, 
be a day standing preeminent for the grandeur of those prin- 
ciples which we then adopted, the 21st December, 1687, may 
stand as an inauspidous contrast ; If the former was the birth 
of American liberty, the latter appears like its iimeral. 

Behold the monstrous crime committed by the majority of 
the HoDse of Representatives of the United States, as each 
member responded " aye" to the&mona, or rather infamous 
resolution of Patton of Virginia, on the 2l8t December, 1837. 
This resolution was passed onder the toumiqnet of the pre- 
vious question, or strangled debate. The previous question, 
according to parliamentary law, is intended to put an end to 
a useless and protracted debate, after all have been heard, 
and the question viewed, in all those shapes and forms throngfa 
ftn and free discussion, in which they may wish to present it. 
Then, if garmlous and prating members are disposed to wear 
out the patience of the House, and waste its time, the pre- 
vious question may be moved, which puts an end to the ex- 
hausted debate. But here the most important question which 
ever came before a deliberative body of men, was taken, 
before a word of debate, under the call or motion of the pre- 
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Tioaa qaMtioii, hj w&ich the Hoaae.of Bepresentativea agreed 
that all petitioDB, on the subject of slavery, imread. and odooO' 
sidered, should lie upon tlie table. 

Behold five crimes otMiuiiitted by each member who fiud 
" aye " to this reflolution, in the same breath. 1st. The Coa- 
Btitution was violated on the subject of petition. 2d. Tb« 
previous qnestion was prostrated to an object <UametrtcEdlf 
oppofflte to that for which it was intended, by which tha 
members opposed to the Patton resolstioQ (which was a vio- 
lation of the Constitution), were constraiaed to give a silent 
rote ^unst a mighty infraction of the Constitotion, without 
being able to speak a single word to beseech the House not 
to tiUie this most &tal and unconstatntional leap. 3d. Tb» 
members who said " aye " committed perjury ; for they vio- 
lated that Constitution which they had sworn to support. 
4tfa. There was a spedal inhumanity, amounting to a hideoin 
offence, in refusing to inquire into the condition of two and a 
half millions of slaves, or any part of them, or the laws by 
which thuy were deprived of the inestimable boon of liberty. 
5th. There was moral treason committed against white and 
black, bond and firee, every man, woman and child in the- 
republic, in violating their rights, their liberties, their humanity 
■truck down through the ddes of the Constitution ; yes, it 
was hi^ treason against the age, the humamty of this nine- 
teenth century, and the everlasting commands of the great 
Jehovah. 

What monosyllable ever prononnced by man in any day, 
in any place, was so big with destmotion to all the precious 
hopes of man ? Yes, before this high decree, the slave and 
the freeman, the sovereign State, and an American Congress, 
all alike, stood speechless. This was despotism in its most 
aolemn form, which orders the victim to be silent, which it 
intends for sacrifice. If the victim, the Constitution, could 
bsve spoken through its friends, and pleaded against her own 
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'riolstiou, her bri^test jewel would not have been raTuhed 
from her in silenoe. 

Open the black and bloody pages of deapotism, recorded 
in the annals of past ages, and let us see whether ever in one 
day, Kero, Caligula, Domitian, Dionysins, Aureliun, Bajaxet, 
Bobeajderre, and Bonapane, tho»B ftaUit of Almighty &od, 
did roll back the car freighted vith the most predous in- 
terests and hopes of man, aa &r into the night of barbarism 
and blood, ss these members of Congress, who, on the 21st 
December, 1837, said "aye*' to the Pattou slave resolution. 

The amaidng crinuuality of this transaction appears more 
dreadful, when it is oonddered that this resolution barred the 
cmly avenue of the wretched slavcFi, or their friends, to the 
District of Columbia, and denied all access to the slave terri- 
tories, it cut off the humane from the hope of abolishing ths 
iittuTial slave trade, and impliedly forbid our protesting 
against the annexation of that stranded mass of villains, the 
«allingB of the world's prisons, Texas. 

IBS POWEB OF C0NGBBS3. 

The very reason urged by the South for her counting five 
of her slaves the same as three of our citizens, was, that it 
might form a counterpoise to that power, given by the Cca^, 
•titution to Congress, " to regulate foreign commerce, com- 
merce between the States and the Indian tribes." The Sonth 
contending that the North, only being interested in com- 
merce, would regulate it to the injury of the S<iuth, whether 
fbreign or domestic, and that the Sonth must have an addir 
tionai nnmher of representatives, in Congress, by connting 
their slaves, to countervail the action of the North on 
questions of foreign and internal commerce. 

Under the power to regulate foreign commerce, we 
abolished the old African slave trade. Under the power to . 
regoUte internal commerce between the States, we petition 
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Congreaa to abolish the internal slave trade between tlie 
States. Now the South denies that Congreaa has the constiU 
tntional pover to regulate conunerce between the States, so 
as to confine the slaves to the States, where the^ now are. 
' Yes, after we have purchased Uus power so dearly of th« 
South (which gives the South twenty-eight ad^tional mem- 
bers), we now find the Sonth denying ita very existence ; in 
fiict, the very coBuderation money, if I may so ^eak, fi>r tho 
privilege of counting five slaves as three &ee persana, is 
denied. 

Why do the Sonth deny it ? Because it is the great door 
to the Elave Bastile, lefl in the uds of the constitutional tem- 
ple, which, when we have power to abolish it in the District 
of Columbia, we shall hare, the same day, power to enact a 
law, that no slave shall be taken or removed, or sold frcmi 
one State to another, under the penalty of perpetual imprison- 
ment or death. What is to be the efiect of such a lav on 
slavery i First, to confine the slaves to the States, where 
they are on the day of the enactment of the law. The States 
of Maryland, Virginia, Kentucty, Tennessee, and the western 
parts of the Carolina^ have, for twenty years past, maintained 
themselves by selling their surplus slaves to the States of 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana, Missisuppi and Arkansas, snd 
oot by selling the productions of slaves,^ut by selling slaves 
themselves, as the great uticle of commerce to the great 
cotton and sugar districts of the far South. Now if these 
dave-growing States, in the north end of the slave section of 
the country, were unable to sell slaves, the master and slave 
could not live together, the slaves of Maryland and Yir^ia 
would eat up their masters, and the masters must emancipate 
in self-defence, to save themselves from destruction. Agun, 
the States of Alabama, Loiugiana, Mississippi, and others, if 
they could not import alavea from the north end of the slave 
region, there is such havoc annually by death among tht 
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fllaves of the great planters, by the nnhealtbinees of the 
climate and the cmel treatment of orerseers, that in less than 
seven years, if no slave coald be imported, into those sonthem 
regions, one half of the plantations would lie uncnltirated 
for want of slaves. 

Thig power to regulate commerce between the States, ia 
one of the mighty powers of the confederacy which has laia 
hitherto, in a great degree, dormant, although purchased at 
such a cruel and bitter expense, now amounting to twenty- 
eight members of Congress ; yet it may, if properly wielded, 
become the great battering ram to knock down the fortifica- 
tions of slavery. The power to regulate fordgn commerce 
was the battle-aie with which we sundered the neck of 
the old African slave trade, in six successive cnts, of Con- 
gress, enacted at different peiiods from 1808 to 1624. 

Let no one say that the word " regulate," as used in the 
Constitution, may not mean to alter, change, destroy, aboHsh, 
or annihilate. That question has been settled in favor of the 
above definitions by every department of the government, by 
both houses of CongresB, the President, yes, and several 
times by the Supreme Court of the United States. These 
questions of " regulation " under the Constitution, have 
been up for consideration by our Senate, in forming 
treaties of peace ; declarations of war by Congress, em- 
bargoes, non-intercourse acts — this word " to regulate " 
foreign commerce, and commerce between the States, has 
drawn forth an immense amount of ingenious reasoning to 
restrict the word in its meaning, but the Supreme Court of 
the United States, as well as the other departments of gov- 
ernment, have declared that Congress have power to annihi- 
late and destroy any branch of commerce, for this is one mode 
of regulating it, if Congress in their wisdom see fit to adopt 
it. The abolition of the old African slave trade had no coq- 
fldttttional anUiori^ for its ezeroise, except what ^as derived 
8* 
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from the ConBtitutioD, which confers on Congress the power 
to regulate foreign commerce. The regulation CongreM 
adopted, was the ntter abolition and annihilatjoa of the 
trade. 

By the abolition of tho A&icao slave trade, the internal 
slave trade Bpnmg up in this country, with more than all the 
horrors which belonged to this bloody commerce on the 
African shore. 

Tax HABIS 07 BLOOD. 

The bloody slave coasts of the Gsmbia, and Senegal of 
Africa, were transferred to the Potomac, the James, the 
Pedee, Cooper and Ashley, and the Savannah rivers. Wash- 
ington, Georgetown, Alexandria, Richmond, Charieston aaA 
Savannah were the marts of blood, where those hnmur 
being contracts were made, where wives and hosbands, 
parents and children were torn asunder, and uttered a 
frightiul shriek and farewell of despair. Yes, these towns 
have been the grand slaughter-house of the holiest of the 
human ties. When inquest shall be made for blood, well 
might these Chorazms, tiiese Sodoms and Gomorrahs, cry for 
the Alleghaaies to fall on them, and hide them from the 
accusing ghosts of mined and thrioe murdered &milies 1 This 
trade in slaves on the high seas, or on the ooast of Africa, 
American law and American humanity has pronounced 
to be the greatest crime which man can commit against man, 
and has declared its horrid perpetrators, pirates, tmd puni^ 
able with death. Oh 1 honoraUe inconsistency I That which 
is a crime of piracy three thousand miles off is chuiged by 
our laws by the same lawgivers and a part of the same code, 
when transacted at home in our own sight, and so far from 
being the highest of human offences, it becomes respectable 
business, not inconsistent with the duties of a private dtixen, a 
judge, a Freiddent of the United States, a maab« ofaoj (rf 
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tho Christian ofanrohes, yea, a mitiiater in those churches ; 
Buch a mighty change takes place in the oriminal cod6 of the 
United States by sailing throu^ some forty degress of 
longitude, from the coast of Africa to the capital of the 
United States at. Washington. 

SODTaEEN THEEA.TS. 

Georgia and Sonth Carolina threatened their sistor Statei 
that they wonld not come into the Union, unless the Consti- 
tation of the United States guaranteed the continoanoe of 
the old African slave trade twenty years after the adoption 
of the Constitution, because they alleged tbey could pnr- 
ohase slaves direct from Africa, or catch them in AiHoa, for 
half the sum they would have to pay the old States of Vii^ 
^lua and Maryland for slaves ; and these States fiirthw 
urged that they would not come into the Union, nnless the 
&ee States would consent to bcoome kidnappers, and catoh 
the fugitive slaves for them, when they ran into the free 
States. For as they had run the slaves down in Airioa, aad 
tionferred so great a blesung on the country by hrin^g 
them over, therefore, to encourage the South in its landable 
ODdertakings, the South inrasted that the North, or free 
States, were to act the part of shepherds' dogs, to scare, 
catch and letum their wandering flocks, when they came 
into the northern parts of the land. So these ohivalrons 
States insisted on three points as" si'nfi juanons/" 1st. The . 
African slave trade should be extended twenty years. 2d. 
That the free States should deliver up liigitive slaves ; and 
Sd. That they should count, for the basis of Congresnonal 
representation, five of their slaves the same as three of our 
citizens. Before the adoption of the Constitution, a constant 
system of threatening was kept up, that unless all the 
humanity of the world was violated, they wonld not come 
iato the ooftfe^wusy ; and now the cry u, that ualess we 
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pannit these aune States to be oonndered honorable j^ntea, 
the; will go out of the UtiiMi. It has always been held ovar 
our heads, in terrorem, first, that they would not come in ; 
and aow that they are in, that tbey would not stay in. And 
so, these cbiTalrous States hare kept the Xorth holding its 
breath, occasionally baving conniption fits, lest the chiv^* 
rona hnman-flesh importers should become so enr^ed at onr 
oortbem maxims, cont«ned in the Declaration of Indq>en- 
denoe, that tbey would run out of tho Union down tome ttetp 
place, and get choked in the aea. 

THE QBBAT FOLITICAL OlVlSUOr. 

This naUon will, in a short time, be divided into two great 
parties which will vwallow all othera np, to wit, an anti- 
alavery <«e on one aide, and a pro-slaTery one on the other; 
the fint holding thnt all men are created equal, and that labor 
is honorable in all, and liberty the right of all ; while the 
latter or pro-slavery party will hold that one portion of the 
country is bom to be slaves to the otiier ; and that labor is 
dishonorable, and a badge of meanness, and a kindred prinoi- 
pla with slavery. 

The liberty-loving, labor-honoring party ; the slave-holding, 
labor-despifflng party — to this complexion the people of this 
country most come at last. This will be the grand dirwion 
between the political parties of this country. 

Ye .men and women of Vermont, I know I need not ply 
you witb arguments, to show which side of this important 
alternative you should espouse. 

You have always been on the side of hnmanity and juatioe 
ID this great question of slavery. Everjrthlng here teaches 
yon liberty ; these rocks and hills, these inexorable winters — 
all command you, aa from above, to be indnstriooa, laborious, 
frugal, and just. Your position and soil are perpetual gua- 
ranties that you will be industrious that labor mnil be odd. 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



aidered honorable ; vheTo those things exist men will lo^'e 
liberty sad hate alavery, or history is a li« and experience 
without inslraction. 

SXFSDIXNCX. 

Oar fathers have left ns one of the most instraotive lessons 
ever given to mankind, showing the folly of expediency ; and, 
its wickedness when adopted by a nation, in oppodtiOn to 
the pLun oommand of God, and the dicUtes of humanity, 
and the sober counsels of exact jnstioe. It may not be nn- 
profitable to glance at some of these govommental gales of 
expediency, into which our fktbera and the present genera- 
tipa of public men have been betrayed, under the notion that 
present expediency required us, as a nation, to use it to com- 
mit Crimea, at which, as individuals, we should shudder. At 
the time of the Declaration of Independencw, the nation was 
like the great deep at the time of the flood, broken up from 
its foundations, and casting off the allegiance that bonbd ra 
to the British emfure. Society was resolved in this republic 
into its oiiginal elements. 3,000,000 being the entire popn- 
laUon ; 600,000, or one sixth of whom had been, and were 
hdd as slaves. 

All men mnst have seen by our Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, and almost every state paper, all Congresaional resolu- 
tions, manifestoes, petitions, appeals, and remonstrances con- 
nected with our straggle with the parent country, or the 
formation of States, by our State constitutions replete with 
the general topic of liberty, which was on the tongues of all, 
and in the hearts of many, that the times declared tb6 gene- 
ral expectation, that if onr independence was ever acknow- 
ledged -by the British king and other powers of Enrope, that 
liberty, universal liberty under the control of law, was to be 
the portion of every hmnan being in the land. Consistency, 
deoea^, self'respeet, jnstioe, and the pleadings of onr com- 
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moD hmnanit; all conspired to mate ne believe that the gnere 
which we had dug for . the manades intended ibr onr hands 
b; England, ^onld hold those which for 150 years had bonnd 
the sUve. 

The war of the Rerolation was over, the last gaa fired 
ag^nat a foreign foe, the States formed their constitntions, 
with bills of rights, attesting the doctrines of the Declaratioa 
of ladepeadence, fall of the most lofty profesaionB in b^alf 
of hamaa rights. The confederation of the &ateB, a mere 
rope of Band, lasted &om I??7 to 1789, twelve yeara. This 
was framed during the midnight of the Revolution ; but ovt 
of regard to the slaveholders, nothing was tud abont tlw 
slave. Let ns secure onr own indepeodenoe first. Bnt in 
1114, the first Congress thought of the slave, so &r as to 
forbid the old aforesaid slave trade after the Slst Decem- 
ber, 177S. This resolntion was a dead letter. Nothing said 
about slavery after, daring the Revolution ; all still ; till th« 
Major Gteneral was to be appointed for the armies of the 
United States ; the Xorth said, our Bnnker Hill genentla 
must stand aside to oblige the slave province of Vir^nia, 
and bring the South heartily into tlie measures for the Revo- 
lution. [Let no one think I intend disrespect to the memory, 
of our immortal countryman by the statement of this &at ; 
&r from it.] Again, when the Declaration of Independenoe 
was to be drawn, the honor must be conferred on a southern 
slaveholder, and its composition has, for its great merits, 
given a glorious immortality to its anthor. 

How small a matter it would have been for Congress, at 
some one of its sesnons during the Revolution, to have 
declared the slaves free immediately, tkat they might be 
armed in defence of the country which had made them free- 
men. History abounds in examples of this character, in 
ancient and modem times. Admitting the proposition f^ a 
moment, for the aake of the remarli (bst not as » truth), Him 
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OoDgrem of the Berolation migfat hxvo declared them free 
wder the nnliinited -war poTrer a natloD posseesee over the 
mffl and treasure of a nation which ia fighting for ita exisb- 
ence. This principle most have been familiar to the old Cod- 
gteas of the Revolution. Bnt BUpposiug the former maatere, 
alter the Bevolation, had petitioned Congreas for relief or 
compenaation, how easy to have, set off the land noir 
oomp<«ing two or three States. Bnt oar fathers let these 
gi^en opportunities pass, for fear of offending the South. 
Ilien came the fonnation of the Constitution of 1787, vhea 
twenty- years were added to the African alave trade, to 
accommodate the Soath, and five slaves coimted tJiiree whites, 
u tlie basis of Congressional icpreBentatitm. Then was tlie 
time to have innsted oa the abolition of slavery, instead <^ 
yielding, imd adding tenfold vigor to the insatiate hatred 
ogamst the ebon race. What if tiiree or four of those States 
had refused at first to enter the Umoa ? Did not two of 
Hiem do it afler all our ooazing, cringing, and miserable 
txpediency ? They would have come in within three or fonr ~ 
years after, and without slaves. 

The other States would have marched forward to grandeur 
and greatness, untrammelled by this awful system. And the* 
very fact that we had parted on grounds so honorable to na, 
would have given to the world a most glonons exhibition 
of our devotednesB to the great principles of justice and 
humanity. We should have had God and all good men 
on onr side; yea, the approval of our own oonsdences. 
We sbotdd not have had a generation at the North at this 
time one hidf of whom seem to be debauched in their notions 
qf rig^t and wrong, in relation to human liberty ; as much, I 
£ear, aa the besotted masters of the South. It was a corrupt 
agreement of the majority of a nation, with a minority, to crush 
humanity. It was the moat goiky Goii^aot,for twenty years, 
QgBinabtbd fpiiltleu poor of itgiirad, unt^Sotding Africa^ .. . 
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BapptM we had stood up fin- 6od and our coiisciences 
vhile the slaveholder bad separated and formed hia slave 
oligarchy, withoat the aid of northern freemen to sabdne 
the iosarrection of the slave. The troops and navy of Great 
Britain kept the slave of the West Indies in subjection, and 
not the pluiters ; and so it has been in this confederacy, the 
military force of the North and the free States have restrained 
and held back the southern slave trom his liberty. Agw'n, 
the slaves, vithont the clause of snrretider in the Constitu- 
tion, irbich was another crime of expediency committed 
against the law of Ood and our common humanity by the 
North, would have fled to us on the long line of Pennayl- 
rania, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, not to be pursued with 
•oathem vengeance, and met by northern law, northern ja»- 
tices and constables. 

No, if we had withdrawn all connection with the South, 
all countenance, and held back the loan of oar non-slavehold- 
ing character, as a cloak to cover up the rottenness of her 
moBt loathsome deformity, the South would long ere this 
have abolished slavery herself, from the disgrace it would 
have been to her institntioTis. Suppose she had cut loose 
from the joint inheritance purchased by the valor of the 
Revolution because we wonll not participate in her crimes, 
she would then have stood such a monument of corruption 
and avarice, murder, meanness and feebleness, that there 
would not have been a nation in Europe so lost to self- 
respect, as to have entered into treaties with, or acknowledged 
the independence of a community whose foreign commerce 
was kidnapping, piracy, morder and blood ; whose domestio 
pursuits were nothing but lust, women-whipping, robbery, 
and extortion, who paid their labors in kicks, curses, and 
lashes, who sold their own children, brothers, and sisters, by 
private contract, or public outcry. No ; the nations of the 
earth would have regarded them as " hoiM humani gtntrit^ 
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tbe enemieB of tbe hnman race, as the oaUaved bandits of 
the world, whom to have destroyed hj been oongidered as 
the greatest of public virtues. 

Bnt they have been preserved from the niiiversal con- 
tempt and war of mankind by their confederacy with the free 
Sutes. 

But whatever has gone to save the South from the execra- 
tion of the world, has been exactly bo much deducted fr^nn 
northern virtue and character. Slavery has always been 
nmntained at the expense of northern character, ontil Europe 
now regards the pro-slavery men of the Korth, and die slave- 
holders of the South, as on a par, and a stench in the nostrils 
of mankiud. The admission of Misaoori, Louisiana, Missis- 
sippi, Alabama, and Arkausas were all base bowings to 
expediency, at the expense of our poor sable broker. They 
were departures from, and violations of, the spirit of the 
Constitution. What have we gained by blackening the valley 
of the Mississippi with slavery, feebleness, shame, dishonor, 
sorrow, and an unspeakable amount of huoan misery? The 
country at the North and the South is every way tbe worse. 
Again, we bowed to the South under the famous tariff com- 
promise, by which the North sacrificed more than five hun- 
dred millions to the slaveholding South. They now desire 
a hard money government with which to overthrow northern 
credit. We lost from fifty to seventy-five millione in the late 
revulsion in moneyed af^irs, by the umiatnral credit the slave- 
holders obtained at the North by pilfering from the Juture, 
and anticipating crops to be raised in 1889 and 1640, from 
the large masses of slaves and land held by individuals, 
vhereas, if each man had had his one, two or three hundred 
acres and his own hands, and his sons, or one or two hired 
men, as in the North, nothing of the kind would have 
occurred. 
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EXTBACnS FBOM A SPEEOH, 

S£FOSE THE QENEBAL A&5EUBLT OF THZ FBXSBTIBBUK 

caoRca, 

At PKUadelphia, in 18S9. 
TBS BIAYK'S pall. 

Fob a mao to fitll into Blavery is to descend as &r belov 
the lowest point of Adam's £U1, as Adam's fall oairied him 
belov th« dome of Hearen. For a slave taUla out of himself. 
A slave falls beloir the capacity of getting np or inqtiiring> 
where he is, or hov he came there, or hovr he may get 
away ; he Ms so long through moral tpace that when he 
tonohes bottom, the laws of Sonth Carolina and Louisiana 
. say he is not to be regarded as a sentient being. Adam's fall 
left him at the point of knowing good and evil as he had 
practised them both, and he was a sentient being and conld 
perceive it. The slave's fell is immense, as he goes so low 
he loses his manhood, and yet rettuns Ms shape ; he has left 
behind him all rational companionship, and is found in the 
same field and on' the same level with the braying ass, the 
bleating sheep, and the grunting swine. He hears the 
n^hing of the horse on one hand, and the lowing of the o\ 
on the other. The man has beoome a bmte. — He is stock, 
property, a thing — and can claim no interest in the legs with 
which he walks, the legs are another man's — he has no owner- 
ship of the eyes with which he sees, they belong to another 
man — the ears with which he hears, are another's — and if 
anybody should roh him of his eyes or ears or hands he uses, 
he has no interest in the qoesticm, as they belong to another, 
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.wlio, if the slave has lost bia eyes or ears, or hands or logs, 
must sue for them and implead the offender, bat the slave 
who was aeing them at the time the7 were bored out or 
exscinded, has no interest in the qnestion. If this male chat- 
tel lives with a female (battel, and they should happen to 
have some little likeness^ of themselves, they vould he 
called young chattels, who would belong to the owner of 
the old chattels, and might be sold by the poond. 

DOTT ro PABBMTB. 

God says, "Children, obey your parents;" if the alave 
parents were to order their children to go into the free States 
or Canada, Jamaica, Mesioo or Barbadoes, and these 
children were to obey, that would soon poll out the foonda- 
tion of our Kepublican form of government, if it rests on 
slavery, and let the beautiful superstructure of chattelship to 
tho ground, with all the rising hopes of the Kew World. 

I hope that the seven commands I have pointed out as 
inconsistent with the institution of slavery, will not be 
regarded as the device of an army of fiigitive slaves, lately 
escaped out of slavery, by even the upholders of slavery of 
the present day. T hope it will not be urged that the com- 
mand " children obey your parents," is not of celestial origin ; 
and that there has been an interpolation or expurgation, and 
that it shoold read, " children obey your masters that your 
lives may be long in the land which the Lord your God 
shall give your masters." 

DUTY OE CLEEGTMEN, 

HUUnisters of the Gospel have no buwueas, say some, to 
interfere with the political institations of their oonntry, nor 
common Christians, say others ; the men of this world dta 
Ht^xa to such ex^emoim an these "Bendo* onto 0«ssr, 
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th« things thtt be Cn8sr*8." " Fear God and honor the 
King." " Be rabject to the powers that be.** 

To be tare there ii aa inunesBe difference between msar- 
reeticn «nd reformation. 

A general tobmiBuon does not foredoBe inqmry into prin- 
ciples, theoriea, or dogmas of goTenunent. Who Is so pro- 
per u a good minisCer to cry aload and spare not, and rdiow 
the people their sins, whether in oi^anic law or ttatvtt 
cruelty ? The ministers of Christ should stand on the watoh- 
towers of the nation, and point oat that part of the constitn- 
UoQ and laws, which runs athwart the ordinances of Heaven, 
and pubhsh the crime and probe the conscience. Ministeni 
of all denomination B, in a slave State, should join in a nuiver- 
eal outcry against the slave laws. For, otherwise, they 
Ofumot have a conscience void of offence ; uid tbey become 
the greatest of sinners, recreant to the anthority of their 
high commission, and prove themselves nnwortby ambas- 
sadors of Christ. Thu silence of ministers in relation to 
the criminality of slave laws becomes unpardonable. That 
silence is a d^ger to the soul of the slave; that silence 
destroys his hopes and blasts his expectations ; that silence 
is moral cowardice, which may have lost the master and 
minister their sonls. Again, this silence soon becomes 
a<;qtdescence, -which soon is apology, which is soon defence, 
which is soon vindication, which at last tarns into a political 
truth maintained by the authority of the Holy Scriptures, and 
the minister becomes commentator, conscience keeper, ex- 
pounder of hard sayings, until the Bible lies, at last, in the 
southern country, at the bottom of slavery, and the text-book 
of authority for its support. 

It is a libel npon the Deity to suppose that it is a part of 
hb system of Divine government that one man should make 
his fellow-man Am brute. To say, that God, who made of 
one blood all nations of men tinder heaven, and commanded 
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man to loT« Ilia neighbor u hiniBelf^ and that ve ehonld do 
onto others as we vould th&t others shonld do unto ns: 
Bfaould tolerftt« American sUvery, with all its odious defor- 
mities, is a flight, not np, but down, belov the dark fbuada- 
ti«ia of hell, which is paved with Slaveholding Divinity — 
yea, tracts full of snch theology would make Lncifor light his 
brimstone lamp to read them — and he woold distribute them 
to each ruined maniac spirit, chained in his eternal cell, 
throaghont his dark dominionB, whose terrific yell of fiendidi 
delight would make the pit, box and galleries of all perditioa 
tremble with an impraved sensation. 

JDBICIJ.L MQBDEB. 

The unoffending fugitiTe, who is outlawed by a sonthem 
county court proceeding, if he does not return to his 
master by a day certain, (and as a matter of course be 
knows nothing of this legal fiiroe, of which he is never 
notified), he becomes as a " caput lupirmm " n wolfs head, 
any man may shoot him down. As though the natural 
ferodty was not enough in a slave holding country, I bare 
seen in the last two years not less than six cases, in whiob 
the master ofiered a reward of from (20 to tlOO to any one 
who would hunt and shoot down his outlawed slave and 
biing him the head of the slave, so that he might identify 
him. What shall be said of the editor or the printer who 
cotUd prostitute the art of printing, and who, for two dollars, 
the price of printing such a notice, oonld become accessory 
before the fact, to a murder ? What can we think of a com- 
munity which would patronize such papers, or of the state of 
religion and morals, where the law declared murder lawful, 
as in these cases ; or of the judges at the county court who 
could prepare a general commission authorizing the whole 
Qommnnity to spring upon and murder the most innocent 
and,4efenoe1ieBS man in the world, whose only crime ia, that 
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ha tfainks he has a bett«r right to the use of his l^s and 
hands than soj mortal on earth. Fellow-traveller to eter- 
nity— ^t^w-Chriatian, this IB a part of the jodidal systeoi, 
Aipposed necessary to thunder forth from Slavery's Yatioiff 
its decrees against the man who is onwilling to be beatmt, 
whipped and starved as a slave ; bnt prefers bis liberty, 

I am prepared to say there is not snob a Qod-contenming^ 
heaven and earth-insaltrng statute to be found out of the 
soathem States, in the foor qoarters of the civUiaed or v^ 
civilized world. 

The vuioiu modes of murder of the fugitive slave, jndioifll 
or otherwise, have no parallel in the annals of the niaeteendt 
oentory ; and where we boast over the andlents of oar steam, 
which has made the ends of the world neighbors, desfUBing 
cnrrents, laughing at tides, and dkobeying the winds ; whioh 
carries, at hone-raoe speed, a brigade of men across the hnd 
on a nulroad, by the partnerehip power of a cord of wood 
and a hogshead of water, with all the other wonderful things, 
Mill this moral blot is wider, and throws into the shade more 
true greatness, than all the dlBCOveries of tbe world oonld or 
can boast. 

. Tlieee bloody laws carry ns back to barbarissb— ah I barbar^ 
ism itself would be so ashamed of Boch laws, that it would 
open to the right and left, and b^ theee slave States to paas 
throogb thinr ranks without claiming any authority or praa» 
dent for theserefined acts of legislative and judicial murdor 
ftom any act of barbarism, ancient or modem. 



} C1.TECHIBM. 

Let our catedtiBm be altered so as to read " Man's chief 
end is to glorify God, and enjoy him forever, ezc^t when ^ 
is a slave, then his chief eud is to obey and honor his maxtet^ 
and avoid all the misery he can, ud dodffe at many <^hU 
matkr'a blovia at wiil be icfipa." 
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B£LiaiOII AND LSGISLATIOIT. 

- The legislation of a nation will rise jast bb high on anj 
^ssdon, as tlie majority of tbe religionistB of that natum 
•ee fit to put it. If the professors of religion of this country, 
or a majority of the same, had deolsred elavery as it is, a sin 
i^ainst Qod, and a crime against man ; that the abiTeholder 
vas to be ranked with the highest criminal ; Congress wonld, 
mder its- power to regnlate commerce between the Statet, 
have said that man could not be an article of commerce, and 
tiiat be conld not be bought and sold, and whoever did sell 
or use a man as an article of property or merchandise should 
be pnnished with death, or in the State Prison for life; 
ebvery would bare been brought to an end notwithstanding 
ths power of State institutions, as the Constitution of the 
United States, and tbe laws made under it, are paramount to 
tbe constitution of the States, or their I^i^lation under them. 
Are not tbe leading denominations, the Methodist, Baptist, 
EpucopaUans, Presbyterians and Congregatioualists (the last 
two considered as one) equal ia two millions of memben, 
who would influence, directly, at least eight nuUions more, to 
widoh add the two millions of professoi^ making ten millions 
of theBepablic: a large majority of tbe whole are tbus brought 
mder a sahitary restrunt, and a correct moral opinion. Look 
st tbe principle I seek to establish. What do the clergy, and 
professors of religion say, in relation to murder, robbery, 
stealing, &lse swearing, &aud, swindling ? The good man, in 
tbe pulpit or out, utters the condemnation of these crimes, 
and legislation follows and prescribes. 

The olergy all speak agunst the desecration of the Sabbath 
day, and pro&ne swearing ; l^slation followed to pass penal 
acts to punish those o&nces. 

PueQing in all tbe northern States has been the frequent 
theme of pulpit remarks and condemnatioii ; laws of a high 
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and severe character now do honor to the nortliem statots 
book; and the offenoe is now onknovn. The clei^ and 
rdi^otu men thnndered their draranciatioBB ag»iist lotterira ; 
and I^islation oame and obeTed tlie public vill, and lotteriea 
are nnknovn in the Ifortb. 

Legislation rises and goes forward in ill conntriea, irhat- 
ever the form of religion ; whether Roman Catholic, Moham- 
medan, Hiudostanee, P^an, Jew, or Ohrisdan, exaotjy aa 
high on all questions of moralltf, prejudice, superstition, or 
tme Chrietiamtf, as the public sentiment of the general rdi- 
gion of the conntTy will cariy it. 

This being an admitted troth, what a tremendous responsi- 
bility rests on the majority ofthe professors of rdigion in this 
country ? Slavery would long since have oeaeed to have cov- 
ered this land with misery, wretchedness, crime and heatlmb- 
iam, had the Christian public bodies and individuals expressed 
Uieir detestation of the crime, and its criminids. That black 
doad surcharged with urtilleryof the upper world, would not 
have been ready to descend on this doomed land ; it would 
have passed away before the Christian rebuke of this natitm ; 
but no, the poor slave has not hod the Christian's pity, nor fais 
enemies the Christian's censure. Had Christians performed 
th^ duty, and expressed their abhorrence of slavery in their 
united and individual capadty, we should not have seen oar 
young and noble C<mstitution disgraced by a shamefiil vlcdi^ 
tion of the important right of petitioD, for three sncceHBivfl 
winters. Nor shonld we have witness^ official peijuryiu 
members of Congress, who were guilty in the fece of thdr 
recorded oaths, in heaven and on earth, by meeting the peti- 
tioner at the portal of hu ooantry^s audience chamber, and 
denying him admission and shutting that door in his fkce, hf 
the command of the dark spirit of slavery. 

Nor should we have seen eight new slave States admitted 
to the privileges of this eonfMerae^, aor Aonld v« hare seen 
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- dOO,'000 slares inoreaae to three millioiis, anclieciked, nor Bhoald 
ire have seen Presidential candidates, on their prostrate knees, 
Iw^iDg np the a^va of the monster, and eee and hear the 
osndiUiatea saying to the monster, " your froth, your whips, 
tears, blood, murder, are the beauties &ad sweets of oiviliEed 
Kfe." Ton would not have seen the priest of the conntry 

. bowing before this horrid boaconstriotor, prying the beanty 
of his folds, the grandeur of his coils, and the richness of hie 
spots ; and as if that was not enongb, tell him that he is of Bible 
origin, va& tht-the is a lineat descefidant of the/amott* ema- 
conda who held the dialogue with Eve in the Garden of Ed«a. 

THE sieve's OOITDTnOir HBBB A.ND HEBBAFTER. 

We act for him, who is the most helpless creature in the 
universe of God, the most despised, the most scorned-:— the 
slare. This is the poor prisoner ; he is sick, he is naked, he is 
bnngry, he is in prison ; let us feed him, let us clothe him, let 
ns visit him ; and we are promised, that, in so doing, we do 
thereby visit, ciotbe,and feed the Saviour of the world, whose 
representative the slave is, sanctified by the Holy Ghost. 
Who are so much to he loved and pitied, as one of those fol- 
lowers of the great Redeemer, who by slavery has suffered 
the loss of all things — of property, of wife, of children, not 
dead, yet torn from him, himself a slave, subject to mocklngs 
asd sconrgings, who is unpitied and nnreqoited hy the being 
for whom he toils the live-long day ; nay, he ia cursed, abused, 
whipped — called hard names, eats the mouldy crust under the 
wall, steeps on the straw ; his unrested limbs are called to 
r^tew their punfot work before the glories of the riang aun 
have quenched the light of the last star, and through the day 
be broils in a soltry son till the beaming stars of heaven burst 
through tlie mantle of evening, and so day follows day to 
tlte last of his existence. Child of sorrow, child of want, des- 
titate offtllthii^ esteemed, bntriofa in a celestial expectancy, 
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Standing on the lowest stair of human exietence, yet the 
owner of a heavenly mansion, fnTniahed by a Saviour'a love ; 
thon^^ a prisoner here, he is a fireed man of the upper world ; 
though covered with stripes here, he has a garment pure aod 
white, washed in the Saviour's blood ; thon^ he monms and 
weeps here, he shall have a new song pat in his month there ; 
though he is f^nt and himgry here, he will Hoon be fed on 
the neotar of immortality ; though imprisoned here, he will 
soon range the illimitable paradise of God ; though sict here, 
he will soon revel in eternal health; though fiiendlees and 
imbeloved he^e, he will soon join that innumerable army (MT 
friends, who will love Mm with everlasting love ; though a 
powerless slave here, he will soon be a prince orowned with 
glory and immortality. 

Shall we despise the son of the King of Glory, in exile, 
soon to be brou^t home, with the shouts of the redeemed? 
No, God forbid. Let as do all in onr power to lift np oar 
brother from the dark and noisomo dungeon, into the son- 
light of eqoii&tiy, liberty, rehgion and law. 
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SPEECH, KEVIE-WING THAT OF MR. OLAY, 

ON PSESENTING A PETITIOS TO CONGRESS. 
FBOU THK DISTKlCr OP COLUMBIA, 1839. 

Thb Toioe of the Blavefaolder can be heard for the honr 
together, without iDtermption, or those hyena cries of 
*' Order, Order !" so often uttered by the meanneBs of de«- 
potism, to drown the cry of throttled hnmaiiity. How oftaa 
has hberty tried to speak, when she h»s been howled down F 
Aa Hberty shrieked in Congress, the fist of the alaveholder 
was thrust into her mouth. I say shrieked, for liberty has 
never been allowed to articulate a sentence, lest the secrets 
of the prison-house and the crime of the rarisher should be 
published to an avenging worid. Only broken sentences, 
cries of smothered murder, crying " ho I help !" ave all whidi 
has yet escaped, in snatches, in whispers and screams, Irom 
that windy bastile, an American Congress, where liberty is 
brought to the table or block and beheaded fifty times ia a 
morning, to show the blasphemous contempt the representa- 
tives of the American people have for their Constitution and 
Declaration of Independence. 

Yes, the Congress of the United States, the most astonish- 
ing absurdity, the unrivaUed despiser of the institutions which 
gave it existence. A temple dedicated to the pro&nation of 
every prindple in practice, which the nation professes to 
adore, in the abstract. 

Liberty in the abstract is slavery in the concrete. American 
constitutional justice and liberty on parchment, mean atheism 
and despotism when two and a half millions of the people ask 
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for the benefit of tlie pretenuoa. Tfaey extend their hands to 
edze those beaatUul apples, there is ao awful yell made in 
their ears, and, in bewildered oonsternation, the apples vhioh 
they forced toward their months hare become ashes and 
poison. It is a castle hannted by the genios of deception, 
who pretends to have married the goddess of liberty, who 
receives the adoration of all, except the two and a half mil- 
lions of slaves who carry and hold ap her long train wlien she 
comes down into her temj^ to be worshipped. 

Bat when Mr. Clay, the candidate for Fresidential honors, 
wishes to present a petition against the poor slaves of tbe 
District of Colombia, all - is silence — the elite, the national 
beauty, the glory of the metropolitan city, yea, the Senate is 
attent, and the Honae of Representatives leave then* hall to 
witness the labors of the American Cicero, standing jp to 
defend and perpetuate the greatest crime man ever committed 
against God, and the greatest crime man ever committed 
against man. 

Behold the inhnman monsters of the District of Colombia I 
They prepare a petition signed by a few slaveholders, who 
live on the robbery of the helpless — yea, eat, drink and wear 
the proceeds of unpaid and vrhip-extorted labor ; they have 
the unparalleled impadence to place their names on the roll 
of imperishable infamy, and petition tiie nation — for what P 
Ah I that they may live by plunder, robbery, by enslaving 
and kidnapping their fellow-citizens throngh all coming time ; 
and when this andacions paper is prepared, why do they not 
hunt the most distingnished brigand or pirate on the globe, 
and send him to the Senate, ao that it may bo presented by a 
senator whose notions of right and wrong run contraband to 
the dvilized world ? 

But whom do these metropolitan desperadoes select? 
Henry Clay, the man whom they supposed, with his deep- 
toned, organ voice, honeyed periods and the long-reaching 
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flveep of oratorical eenteiices, might prepare this -wretched 
dose, and pcrsoade th« nation to take it down, howerer awry 
its grimaces might be in swallowing, and leave the effect to 
time, when it was fairly tinder way on a jotimey through the 
syBtem. This was something humbling for this great disciple 
of liberty, aa he pretends in his speech to be, for he appeals 
to the Searcher of all hearts for what he says as trae, w^ben he 
asserts that every pulsation of his heart beats high for liberty, 
and that he was no friend to slavery. How crael to force 
ench a man into the Straits of Thcrmopylie I 

In undertaking this massacre, this murder of what he 
loved — "liberty" — ^ye little soula, judge what it cost this 
great lover of liberty to have made a speech for perpetual, 
yea, CTeriasting slavery, slavery to-day, to-morrow and for- 
ever, with that burning love of liberty which consumed his 
very vitals from the intensity of its heat and the fervor of its 
flame, and baked his clay till it melted. No ordinary indi- 
vidoal could be selected for this task. If I am not utuch 
mistaken, this petition was gotten up at the instance of the 
elaveholding orator, to furnish the gentleman an opportonity 
to make ft speech, the popolarity of which should settle, in 
his own estimation, the question of bis being the next Presi- 
dent ; so that, in the fortieth year of the nineteenth century, 
a speech is made expressly by a candidate for the Presidency 
of this country, in which the great leading thought is to 
make the most outrageous slavery — ^American slavery — 
perpetual, as long as the sun and moon shall endure, as long 
M this earth shall make its annual journey through the 
eoliptio around the snfi, continuing to double every twenty 
years, inorearing at the rate of five per cent, per aminm, 
which is Mr. Clay's estimate, and will amount to 6 milliODs 
in 20 years; in 40 years to 10 millions; 60 yeara to 20 
millions; 80 years to 40 miUions, and 100 years to eighty 
miHiont — ontnombeTing every slave, serf and boor in the 
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cdvilixed or tx<nge Torld. Look ut the number in 120 yeu*— 
igOmillioiiB; in 140 je*n, 820 millions; in 160 years, at4he 
same rate, 620 millions— oatnnmbering the inhaUtaots of 
China — yea, of Asia and Europe united ; and, in the opinioa 
of many, equalling in nomber the present inhatntsnts of this 
planet. 

Look At 180 years, yon see 1,240 miHiona of alares itibfo 
whole earth ootdd feed them, and if eadi stave of thifl vast 
nnmb^ was to endure only aa average amount of misery and 
injustice inflicted on the Blaves of thu goieralion, surely the 
everlasting hell itself TOuld cry out that its horrors irere out- 
done 'by a slave^rnined world. 

Tliia is the inslitation sought to be pressed upon tiie riaag 
destioy of the New World, and for so urging it upon our 
perpetual acceptance, and fostering, he asks the office of Presi- 
dent. Let us examine this petition, as analysed by tlie pacifi- 
cator. 

It is s^ed by the principal men in the city of Washfaigton, 
tlie mayor and several hundred citiEens. Many of those per- 
sons cotttdentiowtly oppottd to tlavay, who are grieved and 
astonished out of meaaure that misgnided individuals should 
press on the consideration of Congress, the abolition of 
davery in the District of Columbia, and who Btat«, that when 
they wish it, they, of the District, will let Congrett know. 
Hiey say it is a question purely mnnicipEil, between the Dis- 
trict and thrar own legislature, Congress. 

Hie elaveh(dd«r ctm embark all the respectability of piracy 
in his &vor. The mayor, and all officials stand by him. 
Secondly, those cor^sderUioutly opposed to slavery. How 
many elemitiet it would take to abolish slavery, did it de- 
pend on these conacientioiiB opposers, who have petitioned 
for its continuance, till ihe sun shall grow dim in years, till 
the coitre of gravity yield up his old dominion 1 

Tbete oonsciuitioas mm, love liberty so intensely that thc^ 



D,gn,-.rihyG0dgle 



AirswEB TO olat's BFSXCn. 199 

petititm for tlaoay ; tli«r bodIb bom for that high behest of 
ail men, liberty, and to gratify that darling wish, ih&j petition 
iBe highest legislative tribunal of their country that men and 
Tomen may become things ; that they may be marked like 
horses, asses and oxen, for nothing, by their owners, and 
that they may be scourged, their bodies cut into haggard 
ecars ; that husband and vife, for a few pieces of gold, may 
be parted to see each oUi^ no more, and if either endeavors to 
ran away and see the other, the husband the wife, the wife the 
husband, the child the parent, or the parent the child, that ttie 
bloodhound may pursue and overtake and tear their flesh from 
their quivering limbs, and if the slav&Jiunter pursues, and the 
fiigitive flees, most deliberately may the death-dealing rifle 
be raised and brought to a level, sure aim taken by & fiendish 
squiTit, the report is heard, and a wild scream of death ia the 
JtnaU, and the slave becomes & freeman of the unseen world. 
" Where is my ikther, where is my mother ?" inquire their 
little children, ie t&e slave-hnnters return from their excursion 
of blood and mnrder. C&n they answer this question ? If 
they can, truly these are the only persons who can, in 
the three kingdoms of Heaven, Earth and UeU. These 
men " conscientiously opposed to slavery," and yet petition 
for the perpetuity of a system, which makes us the soorn of 
man I This is the conscientious opposition that tigers have 
for kids, wolves for Iambs, hyenas for blood. Such solemn 
duplicity on the high places of the earth ; snob a mixture of 
pretenuons of lofty humanity, stooping to the per]tetnity of 
all that is horrible in time or punishable in eternity. The 
assurance of the bold, the impadent and saocessful impostors, 
which has been able with the horrid accents of pretended 
devotion to liberty, republican law, and veneration for the 
sanctity of our religion, to blot oat all distinction between 
right and wrong, upset the ten commandments, make the 
Scxipturea a onnningly devisedfitfa^humaiiity ft by-word, 
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tiie Dedantaon of Independenoe ao abBnrdity, the Constitii- 
tion ft rope of und, the Laws a nose of wax, the Euglisb 
litngaage a liar, the name of an American a reproach. The 
American has not his true name as yet ; bat the world are 
preparing to chriaten him and give him a cognomen, whidi 
will make him bang his head with shame, aod at beat he will 
enjoy bat a contraband and fiirtive reception into respectable 
drolea of European society. 

But we are informed tbat the reason why many of those 
who are " oonsdentioosly opposed to slavery," signed the 
petition for perpetual slavery in the District, and in hostility 
to itrf abolition is, "because they justly respect the rights of 
those who own this description of property ;" sncb men must 
be very conacierUiotu / why not respect the rights of the 
slaves P Why ia this otmsaentiousness aS for the matter, 
who has pnrloined the earnings of the slaves tlirough several 
generations for 300 years? 

Another reason why diese consdentions men petition is, 
that those who have petitioned for the abolition ctf slavery 
in the District of Columbia live out of the IHttrict, and 
therefore have no bosinees to interfere with it I Repeal the 
slftTe laws enacted by the Congressmen of Vermont, New 
York, New Hampshire and Massachusetts in 1800 and 1801. 
Abolitionists simply ask Congress to repeal its own laws 
which it has made ; and was it ever known that a legislature 
might not r^eal its own laws f Let Vermont and Slassa- 
ohnsett^stand by tiieir representatives, where they did before 
they helped to enact the slave laws of the District, and no 
more is required. Slavery will then be dead in the District, 
Vermont and Massachosetta by their members of Congress 
enacted slavery into a legal system in the District of Colnm- 
bia. The moment the jurisdiction of the territory was ceded 
by Virginia and Maryland to the United States and accepted 
by the Union as the seat of government, eo irutanti in point 
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of law, the slave eystem and all of the laws of those two 
States is the District were aniiihilated. Kow from this point 
we start ; if Congress had no power to create the relation of 
slave and master, then, for near forty years, the colored man 
has been deprived ofhis liberty by onconstitational laws. Kthe 
law was constitutional, the States, by whose means, through 
their representatives, this most maUgnant system wan intro- 
duced, owe it to tJie slaves, whether the slaveowners were 
willing or nawilling to repeal Uie system immediately and 
make all the atonement in their power to helpless innocence. 
One cannot bnt be astoniahed at the slaveholding effitmtery 
in always refusing to regard the slaves as any part or parcel 
(rf the inhabitanig of the Territory. The nation is responsi- 
blfl for the system of slavery in that District ; therefore, 
" those consdeotlously opposed to slavery," who petition for 
its everlasting continuance in the District give as another 
reason for wishing to perpetuate slavery against their con- 
■denoe, their " deep conviction that a continued agitation by 
diose who have no right to interfere with it has an injoriouB 
influence on tlie community, and upon the well-being and 
faf^piness of those held in subjection." Here are three evils 
or reasons which the slaveholder, " conscientiously opposed 
to slavery," gives, for petitioning for the endless continuance . 
of slavery in the District. 

lat. No right to interfere by those who organized the 
system and pnt the yoke on the neck of these guiltless poor. 
You created the system, bnt have no buuness to tinoreate. 
Ton legislated the system of iniquity into existence ; but it 
would be interference to legislate it out. 

Second reason given by these slaveholders who are "con- 
ecientJOQsIy opposed to slavery," why it should endure for- 
ever in the District, is, that the a^tation of the question of 
abolition "has an injurious influence on the oommnnity." 

If it has im iigarioos effect now, when there are say, " bat 
9* 
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?,000 tUTes in tbat oommnnity, it vonld b« twioe as injnri- 
ooB, aridimetioally speaking, twenty yean henee, vbai the 
slaves shall be 14,000 in nomber, and the whites proportion- 
ally iaoreaaed. It therefore follows that the iiijnry to the 
coiumaoity is at the minimiim, or ounce notch at the bar, and 
aoy delay to abolish slavery will only LDOrease this difficulty 
with increasiiig number, so the weight would be forever slid- 
ing haak. into ^e pound notehei, and so on to the end of the 
bar, the longer emancipation is delayed. For it is often 
said that the reason slavery was abolished in the northern 
States, was becanse of the pandty of the slaves. The more 
slaves* there are, the greater is the nomber of whites and 
blacks who must have their social relations broken up and 
changed. The difficulty of emancipation inoreases in the 
ratio of nnmbera, whether emanoipaldon takes plaee with or 
witbont compensation. If without compensation, then tfie 
loss will be less to individuals, the smaller the number of 
slaves ; if compensation is adc^ted, the difficulty increases 
with every hour of delay ; for if the laborious part of the 
community are to maintain themselves and to pay a sum, 
whidi, put at interest, vrill maintain ttie masters, as weS as 
they now are, the fewer of those masters, and the fewer slaves 
owned by those masters, the less the snm will be to pay. 
Whether expulsion, colonization, separation or manumisrion on 
the Boil,there is one proposition on which the ultra-sIaveholdOT 
and AboUtionist and men of all intermediate shades of opinicm 
must concur, to wit, if slavery is not to be eternal, then the 
best for the slavebolder, the slave and the remainder of the 
community, is, that abolition should take plaoe before the 
number of slaves shaU have increased. 

The third reason nrged by the slavebolder " conscientiously 
opposed to slavery" in the District of Columbia, is that tiie 
agitation of the question of slavery by the petitions of the 
freemen of "Svs England, Ohio, and TS«w York, in prv^ing 
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for its abolition, " will have an .injorioos effect upon tiie 
ueB being and happineaa of those held in Bnligectioii " by 
slavery. 

The master, conscientiously opposed to slavery, thus testi- 
fies his ardent love for liberty : 

Do the masters fear that, in consequence of the agitation 
of this qaestion by the constitutional mode of petition, they 
shall be obliged to add to the severity of stripes, hunger, 
nakednesa, or deprive the man of his wife oftener ; separate 
the mother from the children for a longer time ; for they 
must refer to corporeal ills of this description j becaiwe, in 
rdation to the immortal mind, slavery has done its -worst, no 
greater iiynry can be done to the well being of the undying 
Hand, denied all access to boots, all knowledge of divine or 
moral truths, penalties on p^aldes for teaching the child who 
is a slave to read. These things have no parallel in the annals of 
brutality ; for the first offence, teacher and taught are to be 
whii^ed thirty-nine lashes on the naked back, if both are 
slavee ; for the second offence, one hundred lashes ; and for 
the third, death. 

Slaves, do you complain that yonr " happiness and well- 
being," are injured by petitions presented for your redemp- 
tion ? " No, we have no happiness and well-being to be 
iDJured — and were every petition presented in our behalf a 
blow laid on with violence, we would pray their numbers to 
be increased — yes, we beBceoh you, our friends, by the rioh 
boon of liberty, .for which we pant and pray, never to Mnt or 
grow weary in well-doing ; to you our eyes are turned, living 
and dying ; for oar sake, for our children's sake, for unborn 
generations' sake, do not cease, day and night, to bombard 
this dreadful bastile. We are more than prisoners, we are 
slaves — we are at the bottom of the wheel and can find no 
lower depdi." 

Or, does the District petition presented by the senator, mean, 
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that the master vents his spleen, vhich boils np ttom the bot- 
tom of his atra-biBoas sool, on the poor dave, beoanse he hat«a 
the petitioning Abolitionist, whom he Bupposee is in sympathj 
with the miserable and undone slave. 

Mr. Clay says that he has differed in opinion frith the 
course of the House of RepresentatiTes in relation to the 
reception of Abolition petitions. While the House refiise to 
read, print, refer, consider and report thereon, he, Mr. Clay, 
vonld do all always by sound argument, coming a litUs 
more cdreuitously to the prompt conduffiwi of the House — the 
entire and absolute rejection of the petition ; but this was to 
bo done by an srgnmentatiTe appeal to the good sense of the 
community. This is Mr. Clay's medicine for the plague of 
slavery. Let us see for a moment how this thing might be 
made to appear if the course pointed out bythetrans^monbuie 
orator had been adopted. It is s^d tiist fighting is a bnra- 
ness that two men can play at. The amount of Mr. Clay's 
proposition is that an argumentative appeal made to the good 
Bense of the people of the United States wonld entirely a^iafy 
them that slavery was a good institution, as though the rea- 
son, that some are dissatisfied with that system at present is 
their ignorance of its excellence, and it only requires to be 
explained to be admired, only portrayed to be embraced, to 
be dressed in its tme colors, and philanthropy will run to salute 
it, humanity will piQow it on its bosom, wliile justice will 
rock it to quietness, when querulous republioanism herself — 
&ir daughter of the Revolution — will hold it up to an admir- 
ing world, as her darling, her first bom, the armament of the 
nation in time of peace, her glory and sure defence in time of 
war. In this successful argument addressed to the American 
people, Christianity herself must be called to the stand as a 
witness, while she says " God made of one blood all nations." 
**Do unto others as ye wonld tiey shonld do unto yon," 
" Love thy neighbor as thyself," " Break every yoke, let tto 
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oppressed go free,'' " He who stealetb a man let him be pot 
to death ;" and in Babylon was found, " cinnamon, and odors, 
ftnd ointment, and frankincense, and wine, and oil, and fine 
flonr, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, and horses, and cha- 
riots, and slaves, and sonls of men." She further says, that, 
in the synod of Georgia and Sonth Carolina, as my miniBters 
of the Presbyterian Synod certify, there are 100,000 persons 
who never heard of Jesne Christ. To be sure, it is by south- 
em law, a crime, to be punished with stripes, for slaves to 
be foimd reading the Saviour's sermon on the mount, or for 
one to be found teaching another to read the Lord's prayer 
or ten commandments, punishable, for the third ofieace, in 
some of the States, with death ; to be sure, Qod says of the 
marriage relation, " what God hath joined together let no man 
put asunder ;" and children are commanded to obey their 
parents; slaveholders sell wives from th^ busbuids, and 
make children obey masters and not parents. To be sure 
slaveholders mnrder their eJaves, when they attempt to run 
away and they cannot stop them without ; to be sure, they, 
the masters, bid up bounties to be given those who will shoot 
dead outlawed slaves, who are hiding themselves in the wil- 
derness irom the terrors of their masters, half starved ; to be 
sure, there is sot one Bchoolhonse nor three churches in all 
the South for the three millions of slaves ; to be sure, no man 
is permitted to preach to slaves without making the obedi- 
ence of slaves to masters as a stepping-stone to immortal life, 
disobedience, eternal death; the ^pha and Omega of a 
slave's theology is to obey their masters in all things, right 
or wrong. 

To be sure, labor is despised at the South and considered 
degrading and ignoble, except in the slave. To be sure, there 
are more duels and assassinations among the aristocratic 
whites than there are days in the year, which are the gentle- 
manly employments of soathem citjzens, and are the standing 
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sohoola kept to teadi tDflo poUtenesa and educate men to a 
lofty bearing. To be sore, there are 500,000 slaves whose 
masters are their iathers, and brothers, and raaters, being 
one4ialf, three-fourths, six-Bevenths and nine-tenths white; 
and in all cases of this sort, slavery wears its most attractive 
and winning form — for if a father, or brother, or sister, has 
not a right to whip, beat, shoot, murder and sell bis own 
child, his own brother, his own sister, there it no object in 
hatting children, brothers or sisters ; this is one of the most 
interesting inveiitioiiB made in this age of iruit&l disooverf . 
The father is, in the langoi^ of Horace, " iaber ejos for- 
tunie." If the fitther, at the North, of ten cMldren, could 
sell them as they grew up for tiooo each, it is easily per- 
o^ved he might wallow in wealth, instead of dragging life 
out in " chill p^iury," Again, it is eminently calculated to 
make men obey <Hie of the oldest commands, to wit, mnltqily 
KoA replenish the earth. Christianity herself feels bound to 
testily in behalf of slavery, that this command is obeyed with 
a tingidar faithfuhiat and devotion. The money for which 
a parent may sell his son or daughter, especially where the 
Airican tinge has disappeared, and a lu'ger proportion of tlie 
&tber comes out in the progeny, will amount sometimes to 
|2,000 or t3,000, and foniish money for a summer excnndon 
for Uie father at the North, and will allow him to pass several 
times np and down the North lUver, and make him gape with 
admiration at the everlasting Falisadoes, and inquire the 
altitude of the lofly peaks of our cloud-propping Appalachians, 
and then inquire into an analyus of Saratoga waters, and 
promenade the porticos of the eating and sleeping palaces of 
the land, walk abroad and listen to the sound of the sea as 
it seems to murmur in the tops of the lofty pines, then a tour 
through Lake George, Ticonderoga, Crown Point, Lake 
Champl^, St. Johns, Montreal and Quebec — the military 
classic region—and then return by the Niagara Falls, and so 
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down to Nev York, in time to attend the Board of Commis- 
sioners of Foreign Misaioua, and to display his geDeroaty in 
giving $50 of the remnant of the purchase money of his 
daughter, to carry the Crogpel to the benighted Georgians 
beyond the Blaek Sea, who are so barbarous and so nnen- 
lightened, aa to eell their beantifal daughters to be immured 
in the seraglios of the nobles of Constantinople, or the harem 
of the Grand Seignior. niastriouB benefactor of Christianity 1 
Let no man say it is the duty of the Board of Missions ever 
to inqnire whether the money given tliem was acqaired by 
^e conning of the gambler, or the arts of the courtesan ; by 
the success of the highwayman, or by the etaveholder selling 
his daughter into slavery. 

What can be more admired in this age of the 19th oentnry 
than to see a brother sailing over the ocean and dashing 
through all the fashionable rounds of dissipation in London, 
Paris, St. Petersburg, Vienna and Rome, maintained the 
whole tonr by the avails of a poor broken-hearted sister, who 
was sold before commencing the grand expedition, for (9,000, 
to a gentleman in New Oileans ? 

But the young traveller wanted money ; she was the most 
valoable piece of stock he owned. He, however, gave ilSO 
at the anniversary in London, after hearing an eloquent 
speech, to aid the Magdalen's So<nety. 

A sister sells a brother to carry the hod for the bricklayer 
to the fourth story of the house, and languish and die under 
the visitation of t)ie lash, to supply her with laces, wedding 
rings and ornamental dresses for the bridal day, when she 
shall wed a man who has sold bis sister for money to buy a 
chariot and four, in which the bride and bridegroom may roll 
their honeymoon away, in going from watering-place to 
watering-spring, or in search of mountain tar, or sea beach 
side by moonlight, where they may listen to the ocean's 
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flreriuting song, and see the moonbeamB dance upon the 
waves, and eiyoy the delicious reverie in nature's witchery, 
uid read the last novel, as they course along day by day, and 
enjoy the reviving power of ether and mnsk when her sympa- 
Udes overcome the bride in listening to the well-depicted 
woea of romance and suffering of bygone days of chivalry. 
Look at the interesting pur ; you may overhear them speak- 
ing, with most soverdgn contempt, of those miserable northern 
families who are interfering with our peculiar iuBtitutions. 
Saya the bridegroom to the bride, " Those &natical monaters 
at the North would &in have prevented me in selling my 
sister for this chariot and four, so well caparisoned, in which 
we ride." " Tea," says the bride, " these same meddling 
monster fanatics would, if they could have had their wish, 
have prevented me from selling my brother into slavery, by 
the avails of whose sale I am made so charmingly interesting 
to yon, my apouae, and am now flashing in diamond rings, 
necklace and splendid tiara I Monatera 1 I believe they will 
dissolve our Union, if they do not ceaae this officious inter- 
meddling I What an advantage we have, my dear," said the 
tboi^htful bride, " in having our lives cast in pleasant places ; 
for if we had been bom at the Korth, you and I would have 
been poor, and could not aellour brothers and siatera. Only 
see,** continued she, "the good sense of oar ancestors and 
their legislators, whereby the whole of the jmily is not 
obliged to be poor, but certain brothera and sisters are 
authorized to sell the rest of their siatera and brethren into 
slavery, and become opulent and grand ; whereas, at the 
North all are free and all are poor ! With oar iastltution of 
slavery, and the power of one branch of the family to sell the 
rest, no family ia in danger- of losing ita caate and elevated 
position in society, and it enablea us to do something for 
benevolent objects, in carrying religion to the benighted 
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pagBna of the old world, who have not enjoyed the high 
privilegeB we poeaess, in this land, where ' all men are created 
free and eqna!.' " 

Suppose the above dispaBsionate appeal ahonld be lent 
forth to the nation, by the c«Qinittce to be appointed on 
elavery, according to Mr. Clay's project, revealing some of 
the choice beantiea connected with the institution of alavery ; 
is it not believed that the mighty spirit that rides and directs 
this moral storm, wonld forever abandon the pursuit of 
liberty for the American slave ? 

But snppose a committee appointed, as Mr. Clay anggests, 
clothed with a general power to pry into all the secrets of 
this dreadfiil prison-house, and armed with the usual right of 
committees of this character, to send for persons and papers. 

Suppose this committee had made up their mind to glean 
&ct8 from the following and distinct sources ; what would 
the iacts warrant as their general conclusion? 

Ist. Let the committee send for the statutes of the thirteen 
elave States, and have extracts made from the legislation of 
each State, showing the servile law, or law of slavery. 

The 1st point. Ail the statutes would show a slave to be a 
thing, a mere chattel, and that he ranks with horses and hogs, 
and he and his increase is his master's. 2d. That he or she 
never can be a witness ag^nst a white man for the greatest 
wrong done him or her, 3d. The greatest violence done to 
their bodies or limbs is a matter for which they can seek no 
redress. The master has all that is got. 4th. The courts of 
(svil and criminal justice are never opened to them as agmnst 
a white mim, any more than courts are open for goats and 
hogs to come and prosecute. 6th. For the re^on they 
tiiemsdves have no rights for which to prosecute. 6th. A 
slave may be separated iirom his wife— his children may be 
taken from their parents. 7th. It is a great crime by the law 
for a slave to teach or be taught. 8th. Inmost of the States, 
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BUreB canncit meet for -woTship unless more whites are present 
tiiKi slSTes. 0tlL A petd: of corn, ooBtmg 12^ oents, u the 
•monnt of siutemuioe the lawreqaireathe master to give the 
Blare per week, No man conld board a dog at the North fora 
less BQEQ, per week. lOtb. I»Bome States, twraitj, some fortj', 
aad otiiers seventjr-eight, crimes are pmuahable with death 
in the Blare. 1 1th. It is death in many States for a stave to 
ruae his or her. hand against a white person, no matter how 
great the proTocation or neoesiity. 12th. The slave, in oases 
that take his life, or capital cases, has no trial by jury. 13th. 
^e master has nnlimited power to flog and beat. 14th, Hie 
master has power to kill on the slave's raising his hand. 
Iftth. The master haa power to shoot dead the slave running 
away, and ho is gnihless. 

2nd. Inqtdry. Let the committee sobpcena the clerk of 
every cotmty in the slave States, ordering tbem to bring their 
dockets and records, to see whetlier there was ever a white 
man convicted and ezeoated for the mnrder of a colored man 
or slave. It is averred there was never one. It is averred 
tiiere never was half a dozen oonvicdons of mnrder in the 
thirteen States, since the Revolution, for the mnrder of slaves. 
Tlioagh it is averred there havebeenmore than 100,000 mur- 
ders, which wonld have been called mnrders, bad the victions 
been white men instead of sUves — by overworking, onder- 
feeding, want of clothing, cruelty, violence, and by deliberste 
murder. 

3rd. Let the committee send for 100 slaveholders from 
the different States, and examine as to their feeding, clothing, ' 
holidays ; the hovel of the slave, the modes of punislung, the 
number who die annually, the average Whippings of males 
and females ; the difference between plantation hands and 
house hands ; the general power conferred on overseers ; the 
number of fugitives, the number of bloodhounds kq>t, tho . 
number of slaves manned and killed by them, the number 
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kSled for raai^g kw&j, lifidag their hands agajsst the vhites, 
ezsonted according to law, and for That offenccB, and before 
whfit tribunal tried ; the number outlawed in the county oonrta 
&r Tuimiag away. 

4th, Examine at least one handred oTerseers and thdr 
books as to the number of men and women on cotton, 
rice, sugar and tobacco plantations; on all the qaes- 
tioBt put the master; bis mode of ptmishing; the boon 
of labor and rest; the beds and dolbing; the crop ruled, 
the deaths — the usoal increase; the distance of planta< 
tiona on which man and wile live, owned by different 
masters; tbe clothing, the diffbrence in clothing between 
field bands, and those who are taTem or body, or bous^ 
slaves. When do children begin to work, and bow soon 
does tbe female after accouchement, take the hoe in the field ? 
What is overseer's wages — what number of persons who are* 
slaves have white blood ? How many have been sold in the 
last three years F How many JkniilieB been separated, wife 
from husband, and children from parents f 

6th. Examine twenty negro merchanta, who live by buying 
and selling human fiesh, 

lat. How many &mifies have you broken up in the year 
past— separated portions F Do yon bind them in couples, do 
you not whip those who weep and monm for their wives or hna- 
bands, or children left behind, until they dry tbeir tears under 
the lash? Do yon impriaon, and where? Do yon buy 
ofaildreQ by the pound ? Do yon make them drag an iron 
ball and chain? How are those females treated who become 
mothers on yonr jonmeys ? 

9&. Let one hundred persons living in slave States for 
twenty years past, in the different States not related to slave- 
holders, come forward and testify. As to the inferior class 
. of slaveholders owning two, three, five, or ten slaves, who 
hire the men out by the month, day, or year ; women by the 
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day, at vasliii^ or other handivork. Do tlieee small 8la.ve- 
owners voric ? And geoenUy pnt all tlifl qaosticnu before 
pot. What is the efleot of slavery on the vhites, as to duel- 
ling, bloody rencounters, and morders f Does it not deBtr<7 
the character and standing of poor white men? Does it not 
degrade the white labor ? Is not labor esteemed diahoDor- 
able in a white mas or woman ? Are there not one quarter 
of the white adolta who cannot read and write in tbe dxn 
States ? Is not agricnltore in a wretched c<mdition in tbe 
slave States ? Are there not large districts of country, ooaa 
esteemed fertile, which are now abandoned and worn oat? 
Is not slave culture eminently oalcnlated to raider the land 
sterile ? Would there not be doable the amonnt of labor 
performed under the stimulus of cash, than what is done 
under the lash? la there not a promisoooas concatnoage 
between the white males and the slave females F la not the 
Saxon blood increasing every year among the slaves? Hov 
many persons do yon Icnow held as slaves, men and women, 
who are as white as people gener^y are who give no evi< 
dence of A&ican blood? Is not the institntion of davery 
matnally debasing to the master and slaves ? Have yon not 
known many perscms or masters killed by their slaves ? Bat 
did you ever know or hear of a slave killing his master, mii^ 
tress, or any of the &mily, qfi^ they toere set at liberty f 

Let the qaestions be put to each of the witnesses as to the 
general practice of masters and mistresses on lai^ planta- 
tions sleeping with pistols and sworda nnder their heads. 
Is burning a punishment common for a slave who is to be put 
to death? 

7th. Let 1 00 free colored men be called before the committee 
' from the slave States, and examined on many of the foregtung 
points, and let them be asked : Ist. Have younot known every 
year free colored people kidn^)ped, rednoed to slavery by hav- 
ing their &ee papers torn up, and carried off a distance lUid scjd 
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—if yea, who vere they ? 2d. Are yoa not in perpetual fear 
of hang Udnapped ? Havo yon not been Btmck by wliite per- 
sons, and abused frequently, without redress f Are not free 
colored teniales Bubject to moBt fia^ant insults from -white 
men f Do not the laws allow the mayor of a city, or c^eriff 
of a county to banish you from the State in fiHeea days by 
proclamation, and if you return or do not go, to sell you 
into perpetu^ slavery and confiscate your property, re^ and 
personal F Are yon idlowed to send your children to any 
school ? Are you not nnder the same penalties as to teach- 
ing and being taught, that the davea are ? How many of 
yonr relations are in slavery ? How many fugitives, whom 
you knew who have attempted to escape, succeeded ? — ^how 
many were taken back ?>-how many died in the woods and 
ffvamps? — how many were torn to pieees by bloodhounds ? — 
how many were wounded? — how many outlawed and shot 
dead in the woods f Are many of the free colored people of 
the Soath who are adults, married to slaves ? 
, 8th. Let 100 fugitive slaves who have escaped to the 
northern States or to Canada, be sworn to all the sad vicis- 
utnden attending their escape from Georgia, Alabama, Mis;- 
Btdppi. Let them state the two, three, foor, and five montha 
in which they travelled the length of the nation in the night, 
not in the roads but through woods, swimming rivers, with 
nothing but the north star to direct them, the hunger, rags, 
hairbreadth escapes, regarding the vast South as one jail 
yard, and every white man, ferryman and gate-tender as 
authorized to arrest the fugitive. The annals of the world 
do not furnish such noble daring for liberty as hundreds of 
cases -now in Canada might attest. What were the special 
wrongs which induced you to run through 1,600 miles of ' 
dmgers ? Was there ever a day since your remembranoe, 
in which the deore to be free has not been prominent in your 
mini? 
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ftUi. Call 100 ibTM from evety State and every desorip. 
tion of biudnesi ; let them be asked : " What do you most 
desire ? Show your backs ; hov maoy times have yoa beoL 
flogged, and tor irhat? Have not your Trik sod yoor 
cbildrea been whipped at different times, by the overseer's 
orders, •before your &ce? How long does it take a baek to 
become eoond and hoal up &om the dme of a cruel flog^ng? 
Is not stealing often necessary to snpport lift with comfort P 
Have yoa not been ordered ont of yoor bed, that a white 
man might oooupy your place ? In addition to these, pot a 
great variety of questions which will readily snggegt them- 
selves to aif inquiring mind. 

Let the committee make a digest of the evidence wbidi 
these nine sources of information of slavery woald furnish, 
and it would be a book of 600 pages, and if after giving lite 
evidence impartially to the nation, the committee would dare 
to report in fhvor of the institntion of slavery, we mi^t eall 
Uits a doomed land, whose Judgment and destruction linger 
not No, the committee might as veil call all the men <)f 
clear vision in North America to swear that the sun had 
shone on this land since the 10th oentnry began, and after 
hearing this evidence should then report that there had been - 
aninteirapted darkness, withont son, moon, or stars sinee the 
SIst day of December, 1799, as to report, under the vrei^ 
of the evidence which must be dravm forth fhnn the oonrse 
above saggwted, that slavery was an institution which ought 
to be continued another hour in this land. They must re- 
port agiunst it, or the stones in the street would cry out. 
For, the slaveholders, and slavery and its apologists, would, 
one and all, be crushed by the moantun of evidence, and 
buried in one common grave, so deep that the imagination 
woald reel in desoending that awAil and unexplored 
depth. 

It is thought remarkable that the Abolitioniatc should hare 
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seized hold of the ri^t of petition — a. right broken down, 
invaded and utterly denied. Denied hy a. formality of Con- 
greasional proceeding on the 2lBt December, 1S3?, which, for 
HOlonnity, has no parallel in the life of the confederacy. For 
-whitt oSWco was this oldest right of man, this darling attri- 
bnte of humanity, the right of petition, condemned and 
brought to the block ? Was it becaose she raised her Toice 
ag^Bt a repnbllcan form of government ? Had she denied that 
the people were the Bonrce of power, or did she widi the 
nation to reswear its allegiance to England, and pnt on its 
colonial sackeloth, or to cover the name of Washington with 
ignominy, or that Texas might be received into tift arms of the 
Repnblic, or that the laboring men of the North might be 
made slaves ? No I No sacb thin^. She simply desired, 
through the media of well-written memorials, that Congress 
wouid be pieaied to abolish slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia ; or, in other words, repeal certain laws which Congress 
itself had enacted in 1799 or 1800, establishing slavery in 
the District of Columbia. She asked that liberty might be 
given to Y,000 most wretched slaves, who were flitting and 
Boeaking around this ten miles square — this drawing-room of 
the nation — a spectacle of disgrace to oar every preteuBion 
aa a repubUo — 7,000 slaves to be seen by the representatives 
of the nations of the earth, each slave, a standing, moving, 
crateling witness, of the base hypocrisy of our national 
diploma. Eaoh slave should make us hang our heads with 
shame ; each slave here makes the representative of des- 
potism tread with a firmer step ; each king of the earth finds 
his throne more firm when he sees republicanism lean on 
slavery. Each slave proclaims that republicanism is a traf- 
ficker in fieah and blood ; each slave shows we are cruel, 
proves us base, selfish, that we pursue robbery as a trade, 
piracy as a livelihood. Each sUve proves we are unfit for 
freedom. To avenge his wrongs, the judgments (^ God fol- 
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lov hard upon tbe footsteps of the daTeholdor. The dare 
tells yon that where he livea the vhite man is ferooioDB ; the 
conunoa rules of BhtTehoIdiog propriety are vindicated hj 
the bowie kolfe, soBtained by the pistol, and asserted by the 
rifle, AssassinalJon is the arn^nment, trial and exeoatiom, 
amoDg slaTeholders. ^ 

They englave their own children, sell them for provisiwis, 
eat them up hy circuity; they are anthrcrpophaffi, aeeond- 
handed. So do the crocodiles of the same regioii eat tbdr 
yooDg, ontil they are strong enough to esoai>e. The whole 
ten miles square echoes with screams and flsgellation ; a man 
beating a wKnan to extort, unpaid, from the quivering flesh, 
Libor in some field, or over some wash-tub, eno^b for his 
support ; ia another dkectjon a woman, with jewels in her 
ears, ia beating a man to extort labor, unrewarded, to maJn- 
t^ Madam ia idleness. In another quarter, the coflled gang 
of alaves are marchiug to enter the bastile erected on this ten 
mile sqaare. Their groans ascend night and.day amidgt tbe 
cracking of whips, and the cursing of land pirates — these 
body and soul dealers. There is mourning, the wife torn 
ftom her husband and children to see them no more. Than 
the loving child whose garment is fiistened to the body in 
bloody stripes, mangled for mourning the bereavement of her 
parents. Is this a sight for the foreigner to behold i Oh, my 
oonntry t how degraded 1 Oh I my God I when shall these 
scenes come to an end ? Shall we become a proverb ? ShaQ 
the minions of power in the Old World sneer at oar Iddn^ 
ping morality? Shall our ncuive Indian forever despise 
civilization, built on such criminal Injustice ? Well may ha 
prefer the wigwam of the wilderness to palaces, bnilt by 
money coined &)m the slaves' tears and blood. Wdl may 
he prefer the Great Spirit to the Christian's God, if the 
southern professor has not defamed the Divinity be pco&aMeu 
to adore. 
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The orator divides AboIitioniBtB into three dirmons : Ist. 
The hanulesa Quaker who is opposed to nlavery, but is also 
more opposed to any noise and disturbance in effectiog it. 
There are, truly, some sncli frosty Qnakers, but this is not 
their general character. There is a large body of this respec- 
table denomin^on, who would not be so alarmed at the ont- 
ory of ferocious slaveholders, foaming with fury and threaten- 
ing, in powerless impotenoy, as to be deterred from an 
energetio and un conquerable pursuit of those merciihl consti- 
tutional provisions, which open up a passage from the hldeom 
dongeon of Blavery, No I never can we siiffer those noble- 
minded Qnakers to be misrepresented by the flaftering orator, 
who would rob them of those priceless honors purchased 
smidst dangers by day and by nighf in opening their doors 
to the bunted lugitives, and closing them on their bloody 
pursuers ; who have bound up their wounds, fed, clothed, 
pitied, noarished and cherished, and then have taken those 
who were ready to perish, and carried them, night after 
n^bt, on their way to the land of freedom, in their carriages, 
and putting money in their hands have referred them to the 
next nian with a broad-brimmed bat, as a place of mercy, and 
pointing their finger to the Korth Star, which never sets, 
and always shines as the slave's compass, hung out in the 
heavens to direct the abused man in his lonesome night wan- 
dering, on his way to the land of the Lion and the Umcom — 
directs them to the land where the eagles of British mercy 
will inclose them beneath their ample wings, and make them 
free by the power of British law ; where the pursuing slave- 
holder will cease from troabling and the weary slave wfll bo 
at rest. 

These men, who, in the last thirty years, have been angels 
of mercy in conducting £0,000 fugitives to Canada, will not 
thank the senator for his left-handed compliments. 

Mr. Clay will do well to remember that the Friend, the 
10 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



218* JU.V.AX BTBWABT. 

Qniker, abhors mr, and no var so mach as the oonUnned 
ma between master and slave, and that even Quakers are not 
sach profoand lovers of the peace of the Unicm, and tbe 
power of the States, bat what they would not fear to jeopar- 
dize the former and curtail the latter, i^ by so doing, slavery 
might end. ^ 

The second class of Abolitionista named by the orator, he 
says are only " appareTit " Abolitionists, bccanae the right of 
petition is supposed by them to be violated, and therefore he 
teems to infer that these men have nm on board ihej\.bolitioii 
ship, ODtil the nation has passed the danger of violating the 
. Constitntion on the right of petition, and after that diiBonhy 
is over, they will all be oat, hnrrahing and hozzaing, for 
slavery whips, and nnpaid labor, again. This class of mm I 
am an entire stranger to, having never seen one of them ; I 
catmot say bat what Mr. Clay is right. His knowledge is 
great, and his candor in describing a tliird set of Abolitionist! 
mnst make as believe that he cannot be mistaken 
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GOVEENOH OF TIRGINIA, 

In amutr to hit Proclamation ofiring a rtuard of $8,000 for thi dtlivtry 
to lit jaUrr, at Norfollc, of PtUr Johnton, Sdaard Smith and ItatK 
Oaiuey, m»n of eolor, rttidmU of ITta Tort, atiaehti to tkt ichoontr 
SoUrt Oimfrf, diargtd tntK OtaliMf a ntgro lUat ntmed Imao, tht pr»- 
pnig of John O. GolUy, 1811. 

His Excellekcy Got. Gilueb, of Visqihu, : 

Sib : As a citizen of the State of New York, and as s 
member of this Bepublic, I cannot deny that I feel a deep 
interest in the issue which you and the Ueut.-goTeniOT 
of jouT State, have seen fit to create and tender as be- 
tween New York and Virginia, on a topic of the most solemn 
interest, involving the dearest rights of men, the personal 
liberties not only of the citizens of the State of New York, 
but also of those of other States, together with those of the 
Btrtmger and visitor from other countries. The question ia 
one of such nu^itude, that I trost it will be considered a 
Bafficient apology for the humblest citizen to run and shot the 
door against the approach and entrance of snch ill-omened 
principles, which, for the first time, by ingenious constmctious, 
are seeking admisuon into that group of fraternal maxima. 
Tinder whose benignant sway we and our fathers have lived, 
protected at home, and have been defended when abroad. 

Your predecessor, in July, 1839, demanded three colored' 
men then attached to ^the schooner Robert Centre, to be 
garrendered up by the governor of this State to the authori* 
ties of Tirginia, "for having felonionslyrtolen&om one John 
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O. CoHey, a certain aegro slave named Isaac, the property of 
said Colley." Mr. King, mayor of Norfolk, certifies that 
Colley, of NorfoUc, made an oath before him, of which the 
above is the form and Bubstance, on the 22d July, 1830. 

These are the &cts. This is the case made by Virginia. 
On these facts yon reiterate the demand of your predecessor, 
that the three men should be delivered np as feloua, and that 
you intend to make the world believe yon are in earnest, for 
since the governor of this State has refused compliance with 
your demand, you have offered a reward of $3,000 to any 
person in this State, or your own, to kidnap them and sur- 
render them to Virginia, and thus violate the sovereignty of 
New York, while the individuals capturing, Iddnapping and 
enrrendering these men, would subject themselvra to be 
indicted for a felony, and imprisoned, from five to ten years, 
in the New York State prison. 

It may be added as a part of the facts, in this place, that a 
search was made on board the Robert Centre, a ship lying in 
the port of New York, by the master of the slave Isaac, or his 
agent, where, Isaac being found, the master or agent, in 
defiance of the law of Congress of 1793, without examination 
before any court or judicial authority, and in defiance of the 
laws of this State, committed a felony, punishable for several 
years in the State prison, in taking Isaac Irom this State 
witboat lawful authority and in defiance of our laws. 

But dismisang for the present the reward of $3,000 offered 
to violate the soverdgnty of New York, and the crime of 
abduction and kidnapping committed by the citiEens of 
Virginia on Isaac, we will return to the consideration of the 
affidavit made before the mayor of Norfolk, which contains a 
' statement of your case, as yon see fit to make it, after having 
been admonished by the governor of this State, that it might 
be in tbo power of the authorities of Virginia to amend the 
affidavit bo as to state at what time Isaac was Btoleo — the 



D,gn,-.rihyGob^le 



IXTTER TO TBB QOTESSOU OF TIBOIHU. 931 

affldarit being silent on those two important particnlaTS, as to 
tbo time when or place wfiere Isaso was stolen. 

On a case which ig entirely eilent as to what time, in the 
coarse of this century, the crime was committed, or as to 
what place on this globe the ofi^ce was perpetrated, whether 
in Virginia, Vermont, Jamaica, France or Africa, Virginia 
demands, on tuch a cote, a surrender. Virginia does not 
pretend that she can improve her affidavit, on refiection, t^ 
fixing either time or place of offence ; but demands that the 
governor of New Tork, with the aid of our sheriffs and con- 
stables, should break into the houses of these three freemen 
at midnight — take, bind, fetter and deliver these citizens to the 
waiting anthorities of Virginia. 

. It is one of the fundamental rttlcB of merciful justice, in- 
herited by QS from our ancestors, that every intendment 
shall be made in favor of the innocence of the accused until 
the contrary is made to appear. Might not Kew Tork appeal 
to the candor of Virginia, and ask if the delivery of tiie ao- 
cased wonld not he the prostration of this prindpIeF Would 
not the surrender have been an admission of what Virginia 
dare not assert, that the slave was stolen from her jarisdiction ? 

There is no time shown when this pretended felony was 
committed, whether one or ten years before. It is presumed, 
therefore, that if the offence were not outlawed by lapse of 
time, the same would have appeared. 

For it will not be pretended, if it appeared that It was 
hnposdble to convict the accused on the face of the papers 
accompanying the demand, that there would Ite any ohllgft- 
tion 00 the part of the New Tork executive to surrender and 
allow Vii^ia to drag her citizens from GOO to 80O miles, to 
one of her trihunals, where the individual moat be accjtatted. 
This would he solemn trifling, as between the States, while it 
might be destructive to the peace and prosperity of the 
acqnitted dtuen I 



D'gn--PrihyGOOgle 



Bnt tbecMe nude by Yir^niK, preoenting the grett inter- 
State propomtioD by whkU ihe intencU to abide, noiont votatM^ 
though tbe GOBfederacy is disaolved in its maintenSQce, ii 
umply this : If these men li»d takoi Colley'a slave from bim 
on bis middle passage from the banks of tbe Gambia, in 
Africa, nader the line of the oqnator, (m the high seas, and 
■honld haye brought him back to Kew York, Virginia ooold 
demand his snirender ; for, if this affidavit is auffidrat to 
damand the accoaed now, it would be in the case euppoeed. 
Sappoee these three mm had fonnd Colley in Africa, in his 
own cabin, throttling Isaac and pntdng his fetters oa, and 
■honld have delivered Isaac, and have afterward been fbnnd 
in New York, this affidavit, if held good now, wonld in that 
oMe compel New York to deliver np. 

S^^HMe these men to have taken Isaac from Cotley, in this 
State, while the master was at Saratoga Springs, if this affi- 
davit is valid for the snrrender of these citizens now, then, in 
that ease, Virginia might take cognizance of criminal offences 
■omnutted in this State ; yes, she might draw before her 
tribmii^ offences, real or imapnMy, ocMnmitted against ha 
nitizeas on the high seas, Africa, New York, or VemvHit, in 
any time past, within the memory of man. 

Virginia's proposition is, that for a wrong done her oituou, 
•r her laws, no matter whm or where committed, whether tM 
this ude of the Atlantic or the other, on this side of the 
Equator or the other, wherevw the cold freezes or beat 
warms, if the oolprit is foond in any one of the twenty-six 
Stab^ the Cwistitution compels the executive of tiie State 
wher« the aoouBed are found, to snrrender them. 

Is this a provison of the Constitution of our XTnion, so highly 
landed ? No, if a, providon had been offered by the Ci»-> 
vention of the American people, as wide in its power 4)f 
mischief and oncbecked tyranny, as Virginia now oonteuds &)r 
through you, the American people, in their State CoAvaHaoa* 



D,gn,-.ri'hyGOO^Ie 



LSTTEB TO TBI OOTSBBOS OF TISarNIA. SS8 

for con^eration of the esme, would have vetoed saoh a pro- 
Tinon with anch a roar of duapprobatton, as that its last 
fechoea Bhotild still break in upon the dambera of ezecutiTe 
despotlsin and reijress the first yeamingH of slaTery's grasp 
at niUTeraal dominion. Most slaTeiy be maintained at the 
expense of unirersal liberty f Is it not enough that your 
band is at the throat of yonr tremblJDg slave ? Miut the 
liberties of the North be offered as a sacriflce to ntch a 
bonible inatitntion ? Am I not in danger, if your cMistnio- 
tion of the Constitution were right, of having this nenrgpapw, 
if perchance a stray copy ahoald reach yonr EzceUency, laid 
before a Norfolk mayor with yonr affidavit that in tliis paper 
I had refused to actnowle^e that slavery was jure divino, 
and that I had therefore called on yonr slaves to rise in inanr- 
rection agunst their masters, by implication, or more Hke the 
present affidavit, yon ahonld swear to a legal conclusion, that 
I had excited insurrection, and that, in legal contemptatioii, 
yon might for the purpose of a demand of my person &om 
Hie executive of this State, swear that there was not a head 
left on a slaveholder'a ahonlderB in Virginia. According to 
your affidavit, it is no matter when or where I prodnced the • 
insurrection. No matter, says yonr affidavit, if I caused an 
insurrection of slaves twenty years t^, and in the Weat 
Indies, the governor of New York is yet bound to ddiver 
me up on your reqniution. The doctrine of the King of 
England, as &r as time ia concerned, must aj^Iy to 'Virginia, 
Ifhlhtm tempus oceurrit Vtrffinia. There seem to be attri- 
butes belonging to the soverdgnty of Virgima, which bdong 
to no earthly government bemdea. All governments, except 
"ViT^^nia, seem to feel, that, however lawless their deures, 
■till, a prudent respect for the opii^ons of mankiiid oompds 
them to respect time and [^ace. But Virgmia, in defence of 
that ungnlarly amiable, evangelical and democratic institu- 
tion of slavery, asserts the right of patting on the attributes 
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cf Onraipotenoe — vbioh diBregard time snd piaee— or tims 
and apaoe. It aeems, then, that it is time for mankiiid, on 
tliiB and on the other side of the glohe, !n every parallel of 
latitQd« and longitude, savage or dvilized, Christiau or 
Mohammedan, pagan or idolatrous, to open their eyes to tlie 
eonsideraUon of a new power which has arisen on the earth. 
It takes cognizance of all transgresdons affeoting the tian- 
fatdding rights of Virginia — that die haa a legal tibtqnitT — ^no 
time, no space can fetter the apjdicatioit of her vindielTve 
Tintorial crlmmal power, when pat forth to protect that 
lovely institntion of unpaid labor, extraoted from men and 
women by the nngnlar properties aai blessed ^ency of ti» 
Repnblioan Coostitntional cart-whip, placed in the banin of 
Vti^nia, as the governing motive, to induce her to enter the 
oonfi»deraoy and adopt the Constitution. 

Bnt it is hoped that Virginia will be as mild and forbearing 
BB the neoessities of tbe " peculiar institution " will penmt, 
in relation to her sister States, and the other states and king- 
doms of the world, and not enforce the rights of Virginia with 
too much rigor, while mankind are recovering &om the snr- 
• prise felt at the discovery of their new position. For the 
people of this country, at least of these States, if your affidavit 
is held good, must feel that they hold their existence giU^eet 
to a new dangerous tenure, and they may add in their liturgy 
a prayer, that "from sudden death or transportation to Vir- 
ginia^ good Lord deliver as." 

I oome to a second question which has grown ont of this 
transaction, which I hope may not be oonridered improper, 
even (br your Excellency, to look flill in the face. And that 
ia, by what authority, the man Isaac— not shive—lAc mem 
Isaacs was takra in the port of Ifew York, from the ship 
Robert Centre, by the two white men of Virginia, who, on 
finding Isaac in this ship, vitiiout any judicial proceaa wbab- 
•oever, took and kidnapped him and by a fertile abductioa. 
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the laid Issac, against his wil], iras oarried from the free 
State of New York, into the State of Virginia, and made a 
Blare of. Isaac was brought before no authority. No judge, 
court or jnstiGe ever gave a certificate, in this State, tJtat 
Isaac owed service to any person in Virginia. 

It was one of the dearest oases'of kidnapping which can be 
knagined. By the Itevised Statutes of the State of New 
York, 2d vol., 664th page, 2eth section, the ofienoe and pnD- 
iehment are deeoribed in these words ; " £very person who 
shall nithoat lawful authority forcibly seize and confine any 
other, or shall inveigle or kidnap any other with int«it ^ther 
1st. To cause anch other person to be secretly ooofined or 
imprisOTied in this State i^unst his will, or 2d. To cause sudt' 
other person to be sent out qf this State against Ms will, 
or, 3d. To cause such person to be sold as a slave or in any 
way held to service against his will, shall, upon conviction, be 
pniuuAed with iinprisonment in a State prison not exceeding 
Un yeari." Here is a most horrible orime oonunitted by the 
insoleDce of slaveholders breaking in upon the sovereignty <^ 
New York, and forcibly curying away a human being, nndcr 
the protection of oar law as much as the governor of thift 
State, And the sovereignty of New York, and the majesty 
at her laws, would have been no more injured in the abdoo- 
tion of the governor or ohanoeUor of this State, than of the 
man Isaac. By the conetitation of this State, all men are 
equal in the eye of onr laws; all, equally entitled to her 
iMneficent jn'Oteotion; the highest man is not above her 
power; the humblest ia secure beneath hra prot«otion. 
With onr conBtitatdon, as a question of protecti(», there ia 
DO high, no low, no black, no white, no dave, no mast^ ; ne, 
the law is, like the atmosphere, stretched over the «itire 
sovereignty of New York, fomishmg vitality to all, it is iha 
TgKtQT man's palladium, the agiii of the rich ; the poor colored 
ijD&ot, ilei^g in Hi cradle, is defended against ^ prowling 
10* 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



190 1.LTAH 8TEWAXr. 

kidnapper, irith the same tender soUdtnde, vhioli vonM 
defend the bishop ministering at the altar. However 
deapised the homan being ma^ have been in foreign lands, 
however soarred with the Blavebolder^B whip, however 
broken in spirit. Yesl no matter if he has been made 
ignorant of his high destiny bjr law ; no matter if he has been 
BOld on a thousand anotion boards, as a chattel ; or been ont- 
lawed for aeelcing liberty ; or a price offered for hie head by 
flBrooiona brutality ; or if wounds inflicted by tdoodhotmds 
are yet nnfaeeded ; or if hunger and poverty have left but the 
vncovered framework of a man ; or the light of knowledge 
has never broken in upon the dark chambers of his sod, yet, 
the moment the ship brings him within the headlands of New 
York, the great folds of her coDsdtutionalliberty encircle him 
as a garment, her humanity Ufta him up, benevolence feeds 
hun and pours oil upon his wounds, while the law, stem, 
inflexible, becomes his sentinel to guard his every step by day 
and defend his sleep by night. There is no recognition in 
tbis State of that infernal maxim, worthy of a Jeffreys, which 
jvevails south of Mason and Dixon's line, by which a colored 
man is presumed a slave until he proves the negative. 

AJl men are presumed free in this State. Now look atllie 
orime committed against the conslitnticai imd laws of the 
State of New York, yes, t^ainst every man, woman and 
child who breathes within onr limits, by the forcible abdica. 
tion of the man Isaac by two yir^nia kidnappers. It will 
not help the matter for you to say he was Coney's slave. 
That was the very point judicially to be proved under the sot 
of Congress, 1793, and under the statutes of New York, be- 
fore you attonpt to remove him. Save the tltnehoider't 
words, t/uU a man it a slave become judicial proof, record 
evidence? Is liberty nothing? Suppose it had appeared 
that Isaac had been kidnapped tea yeara before from this 
State, and eanisd to Ti^;iida, and b«en aold » doaen timM^ 
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ha would bare been a iree maa sdU, and so our ooorts vonld 
bare decided. There are a dozen other wafi by which ■ 
man who Is a slave may become iree. But these kidnappers 
seemed to think that there was ijo mode so acceptable as 
the original one by which slavery was created and introduced 
into the world — the knock doten and drag out title/ the club- 
law title deed — and uuder that title is Isaac now held. Vir- 
^uia la in duty hound to return that man Isaac to the 
authorities of this State, where the kidaa}:^ers found him, 
And if Colley had any claim on Isaac, the courts are open for 
its assertion. 

Again, have we any reason to believe YirgiDia would . 
<}eliver up the kidnapers, on the requisition of the goveowir 
of this State, on an indictment found against them for kid? 
Doping ? Virginia may have the opportunity in less than 
six months to see what she will do ; hut there is not tii» 
least reason to believe that Virginia, who talks so largely 
about constitutional compacts, would surrender these men lip. 
These men should be indicted for kidnai^ing a num in the 
State of New York and carrying him away into perpetoal 
and hopeless bondage, while the three men you have offered 
the 13,000 bounty for, according to your own account, stole 
a man out of slavery to bring him into the daylight of liberty, 
ieto a Iree State. Look at the character of the ofienders. One 
set of men, whom you demand to be delivered to Virginia, 
th^ crime is inuding a poor slave to the recovery of his long- 
lost liberty — the most holy, precious right of man— helping a 
poor, miserable slave to esoape from bitter slavuy, a life used 
up and wasted for the convenience of another, helpmg him to 
escape cruel scourging, hunger, o^edness, ignorance, ian- 
tality, unrequited toil and all the uncomputed sorrows of a 
slave. The kidnappers of Virginia, for gold, in violation <^ 
Hm laws of the Union and of this State, rutJUesely, without a 
Pfvti(!le„(tf nthwi^, laid thnr qiii«1 haads v^tai Jauo «nd 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



fbroed him back to soffertheTODgeatioeofasenzagedaiMtwiV 
vlio will glut his rage on the mtoffonding and qnirering tsA 
of poor Isaac, for having committed high treason against his 
ftnthority, for the great crime of haTing preferred liberty t» 
slavery. The deed done by the three Kev York men Is 
■worthy of being commemorated as the three men of the 
Revolution were honored, who delivered np Major Andr6. 
These men, if they did what yon allege, to aid their poor 
oonntryman to escape elavery, deserve the thanks of tb« 
civilised and Chriatianiwd man throngfaoot the world ; for 
tiiey are like the poor widow whom the Savioar ooismended 
fer throwing her nute into the treasury : ohe did what aha 
oonld — these three colored men did what they could to miti- 
gate die orael &te of poor Isaac, 

Hie insulted sovereignty of Kew York is wonnded, through 
the sidea <^ poor Isaac, and cries, like the blood of Abel, to 
Heaven for vengeance against those aasassina of liberty, 
violators of law, who have robbed the State of New York of 
lier peculiar glory of deluding and protecting the lowest of 
our qteaea from all injury and violence, unless done by the 
interveotioo of the due process of the law. Bat these kid- 
nappers of Vii^nia will be demanded, bat will not be sox- 
reodered. 

But, sir, there is one point ia this controversy, which atrikea 
me as tite moat alarming feature in this whole trsasaotion, 
and manifests, to my mind, the reckless daring of Virginia 
tiirongh her governor which is unparalleled in the annala of 
State interconnie : I mean your offer of (3,000 reward for tiie 
men you are pleased to call fugitives. To do yon no ii^jostice, 
your proclamation is here given verbadm : 

"Bt IBS GoTKBiTOB or THX SiA.li or YisannA — Pboclaiutioh: 

*' Whwess, a fUon^ was committed at Horfolk, in the State of 
"ntpidaiin tto moBtli of July, JWB, by Fans JoaxaoK, £nvix» 
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Stan md Ibaao Gakbet or Q.iBBrr, men of oobr, At tha time attwdied 
to th« sobooner Bobert Centre, and belieyed to hare been reeidenla 
(rf the city or State of New York, where they may [wobably be fuDod, 
and the said Feter iTohiwon, Edwaid Sinitb, and Isaao Gansey or 
Oarsey have fled from joatice and are now going at large ; therefore, 
I, Thomas "W. Gilmer, governor of the State of Virginia, have thonght 
proper to issue thia proclamaUoD of $1,000 to any person or persona 
■who will apprehend and convey to the jail of the borough of Norfolk, 
anyone of said offender* ; of {3,000 upon the deliTery of all of them 
to the jdler of saidboronghof Nwfolk. And I do moreover require 
all officers of this Btate, civil and military, and earnestly rbqdzbt all 
pereoM vithin or witAMit the limits thereof to use tlwir nbnost 
•xertioDt to apprehend the aaid felons, tb^ they may be brongfat to 
JBstice. 

" Given under my hand as governor and onder the seal of the State 
atBioIunond, thislSUiday of Noveml>er, 1840, andthe 60th year of 
the oommoQwealth. 

"Thomas T. Gilmeb. 

" ' National ^telligenoer' will please insert sis times.— Nov, 17th." 

This proclamation la a reonnciation on the part of Virginia, 
of ^e Constitution of the United States, at a time vhen she 
is pleading with Kew York for ita pnnctiUona and most 
Bolenan observance in relation to these same three men for 
Tvhom yon have offered this enormous reivard. This is a new 
mode of appeal from the decision of the governor of New 
Tort, ITie governor of Kew York says to you, " These men 
have committed no felony or crime acknowledged by th« 
laws of nations, or of this Btate, and cannot 1)e deEvered op 
to the anthoritieB of Virginia, in puranance of the Constitu- 
tion and the laws of Congress." Yon then offer an enormous 
bribe to any miserable ciutiff who may be found in Virginia, 
New York, or in any other State, or in fact to any foreigner 
who has the brotal conrage to commit the crime of kidnap- 
ping oh then m«i, and a high-lumded felony against the taws 
of New Yc»k, to d^ver these innocent men into your pos- 
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anaaa. Whoever thoold be deladed, in thu State, Virgida, 
or doevfaere, to arrest and convey these men under jatu 
proolamation to Yii^iua, votild come within the treroeDdona 
penaltieB of the statute of this State, already oHed, eepeciaUy 
the 2d clause of the 2Bth Beotion, wfaioh says, that, whoever 
shall, -without lawlul authority, forcibly seiie or confine 
another ; " to cause auch other pereon to be sent out of this 
State against his -will, shall be punidied in the State prison not 
exceeding ten years." 

You therefore peroeive, that you have offered (SiOOO, not 
to honor the law, bat to break the lawn of a sister State, nd 
involve the transgressors in the most serioua calamities, ihaa 
having been seduced by your gubernatorial bribe. And 
these men-Uiievea, if Yii^uia did not throw off the oUiga- 
tions i:nposed by the Coustltution, must be delivered up as 
tddni^tpers, who bad been seduced by your bribe to the conw 
mission of this crime. 

This law of Kew Tort was made to protect her citizens 
and its own soverdgnty, ag^doet the madiinatione of fordgn 
iutruders, whether they be goyemors or indiTiduaJs. Yon 
oonld not refuse to deUver up those who earn your bribe and 
flee to you for protection ; for it will not be pretended, but 
that, by the laws of Virginia and the law of nations, Um 
violent and forcible abductioa of &ee men l^ an unautbonjied 
totee frcMn their own State to a foreign one, is, and alirays 
has been, regarded as one of the highest crimes which could 
be c<»nniltted. 

But there is one point of view connected with your extra: 
ordinary proolamation, which, I cannot deny, excites in my 
mind a most tender comioiseration for your own personiJ 
safety, in case your bribe to rob these three colored men of 
their hberty should be found efiectoal, and they should be car- 
ried out of this State. I am serious, sir, when I tdl yon, 
that your own pOTSooal liberty ii in dasger every mpmenti 
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for if the colored meo ehonld be ouried c^ to Virgmu hy 
the BtimnfaiB of your bribe, you ooidd, yea more, you wonid 
be indicted in some one of the countieB of this State throngh 
which the colored men were abducted, as the procuring 
cause of their arrest, as the principal felon ; for yon say in your 
proclamation, that you " earnestly request all persons within 
or without tbe limits of Virginia to use thdr utmost exer- 
ti(»is to apprehend them ;" «id yon say they are probably in 
the City or State of New York. Tour object is, therefore, 
relieved of every amb^nity ; it is to get, by the means of 
theie 3,000 pieoes of nlver, the innocent betrayed into your 
hMids. 

There iii oot a lawyer in the United States who is entitled 
to the i^eDatioD, who would not agree in prOTioanoiag 
judgment against yon, aa the main felon, under our law, in 
ease these men were arrested by that prodamation in this 
State and carried to Korlblk jail, in Virginia. Yon " entreat " 
A to murder B — ^you "entreat" C to bum the house 
of D — yon "entreat" E to rob F of his purse; if your 
entreaties are complied with, is there a criminal authority, 
in England or this country, whicli would not pronounce yon 
a murderer in the first, guilty of arson In the secood, and of 
robbery in the third oases supposed i You must remember, 
yon have no authority in the State of New York, unless our 
governor delivers the fugitives to you on your requisition. 
By entreating another to kidnap and carry these men ofi^ 
you become a trespasser, " ab initio ;" and come within the 
maxim, " Qui facit per aliatn, facU per $e." Rememhet 
when an iudiotraent is onoe found, the offence will never be 
outlawed, although you might refuse to deliver yourself up 
for two or three years to come, while governor ; but that is 
a long road which never turns, and the moment you ceased to 
be governor, your sucoessor'a first act, if he did his dnjiy, ' 
wo^ be to delivw you up on the reqninticai of the govenior 
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of thia State, to eome here, be tried, condemned, and trodergtl, 
for tea years or leas, in oar State prison, a felon's fkte, and 
. there learn to lympatfaiEe with the three colored men vh<te 
yoa widcedly caused to be dr^ged from thdr ova State ti> 
waste their lives in Tir^nia's penitentiary celK for aa act 
which the Creator of aU m«i had declared to be one of the 
duties of man to man, " to deliyer the oppressed." 

And who ha« converted one.of tbe duties enjoined by onr 
common Creator into a crime? A commnnity of slare^ 
holders. Why all this trouble aitd distress, which seen to 
threat^i this Bepablio and individuals? The answer is at 
easy to give as it is disgracefully punful to state. Slavery, 
the principle of taking man and converting him into a chattel, 
into property, by thmstJng him down from his lofty estate^ 
to stand on a level, in a legal point, with the lowing ox, and 
neighing horse. To talk of regulating such an institution aa 
slavery, by constitutions, joat and equitable laws, in whicta. 
two commnnities most administer these oonstitntions and 
laws, the one a community of freemen, sensitively alive to 
personal liberty ; the other a oommnnity of slaveholders, who^ 
have to reverse, as it regards tme half of its own population, 
all the rules of morality and justice, and apply the rules 
which govern beasts, to men ; tAe^e States must neo^sarify 
be in eternal confiict until liberty conquers slavery, or slavery 
overtuma the liberty of all. The vicious prindple which has 
been admitted into the Republic of slavery, forbids the pofr 
sibility of our complicated system of .liberty and slavery, in 
juxtapontion, surviving the shocks to which it mtut be con* 
stantly exposed, in endeavoring to maintain propo^onsiil 
etem^ hostility to each other. 

As to the great argameat pat forth by Gov. Seward, it is 
a perfect jastiUcatlon of the course he has adopted in assert- 
ing that the offence charged by Virginia is not one known by 
the laws of this State or the law of nations, and that Oov- 
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enoi SeTKrd is to be the judge vbether the alleged offender 
has committed snoh an offence for which he will inrrender np 
or not. If the argnment of the governor of Kew York is 
not sotmS, personal liberty rests on a foundation of sand, and 
we are in jeopardy every honr. My remarks were intended for 
the dtifsct* in the affidavit of time and place, which Virginia 
refosed to ammd, if she coold ; bong determined to extend 
by that operation, the dominiim of slardiolding over a terri- 
tory hitherto nnconqnered from liberty. 2d. I examined the 
h^h4iuided and nnanthonzed tranngresdon of onr sov^ 
reign ty in kidnapping Isaac by citisens of Vir^;inia. 
3d. The unparalleled attempt by the corruption of a large 
bribe, on yonr part offered by proclamation, by which you 
oitreat persona to come here and abduct, in defiance of 
severe laws of this State against the offence, the three men. 
Hoping that you may, in the calmness of retirement, review 
your conrse and turn your eyes to the tremendous machinery 
which has been called into line for action against these men, ' 
to wit, yonr immense bribe, yonr State le^slature, and your 
juiziliaries, the other slaveholdiog States ; all of this array of 
ftiroe is about to measure swords with the free State of New 
^orit to compel ns, by appealing to onr fears, since yon have 
&iled to convince our understanding, to acknowledge the 
nnlimited diminion of slavery over liberty herself. 

However this matter may eventuate, it will be the conso- 
lation of Gov. Seward, that he did what he could to vindi- 
mte aod defend the liberty of the Republic from the assaults 
of % grasping and relentless defipotiem, seeking to override 
the great barriers of constitutional freedom, purchased by 
the blood, and defended by the bravery of our ancestors. 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



AN ADDRESS, 

Bt THI "NATIONAL COmnTrEE OF CORRESPONDENCK," 

ItTta S T SD BT THB COHTKNTIOTT WHICH KOUINATBD JUCEa Q. 
nBNBT FOB PBXSISKirt, AND THOKAB EAKLE FOE TICE-PBESI- 

mmr oi* thb uiirntD btatks, in apeil, 1840, at the city 

OF ALSAST. 

7b Ihe/rUnd* e/Liiertg atid of tht ttpprtmiiittht Ui%il»d 8l«t»t, itko I 
intend to hotKir M* " AiyA ohliffulion retting on the Pa/pit of Qtt Frm 
Statti to Temott tlavery by moral and political action, tapraeribed in th» 
Oonttitnlion of tht United Btaiei," (Ae fallomnff addnm u moit ntpeet- 
/HUg tutmiUtd by tJU IfmliontU OammHttt of Corrapondenee. 

Men, BBETHBsir, Fbllow-i.abokxbs, Fkixow~citizen8, amb 



The irork of republican refonnation is begnn. Ha- 
nuiiity, a new dement, bat been foond in the ballot-bozea of ~ 
1840. The voice of Btem JDBtioe is b^imiing to speak fitm 
a new place. The power which will overthrow f^rery liaa 
been discovered ; it IM the terse l^^erature of the northern 
bailot-boz. 

The groxne of three miUions of b(»Ldiaen hare penetrated 
the-ballot box, the abode of the sovereign's oianiotn. The 
ceaseless cry of the slave is respected in a new qoarter. 
Every independeit freeman is an American sovereign, and ig 
proprietor of a portion of that power whicit can destroy 
slavery. It is his soverdgnty, his manhood, his abstract 
right, enforced into a stem reality ; it is hie ballot in the box. 
There have been foond, for the first time, in 1B40, electoral 
tickets for President and Yic»-Freeident of the United fitatea, 
in the ballot am, the names of men who wonld emfdoy all 
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just and coostitiitioaal means to elevate the diatteled slave to 
a fellow BOTereign — a freemaa. 

All men are ready to inqaire, can slaves be made into 
freemen, at the polls ? We answer, Te8 : and six thoueand 
voters, at the late election, in our fi-ee States, have said the 
eame. ^ 

Six thousand men have refused longer to make the oondi< 
tion of the slave more hopeless, by clothing his master and 
the pro-slavery man with power to Inrther cmsh him down. 
Bat these six thousand men have said by their votes, " We 
will employ onr power to ddiver, not to bind ; to set ftee, 
not to imprison ; to make freemen, not slaves ; to make a 
repnblic, not a despotism ; to make men, not things ; to 
increase onr wealth, not onr poverty ; to sostun oar religion, 
and not abolish it ; to preserve the TTnion, not to dissolve it ; 
to make the New World the abode of freedom, and not the 
habitation of voiceless bondage." 

These six thousand men hope, with the assistance of others, 
.to present 6,000 specimens of slave diattels, in the District 
of Colombia, converted into men, with aa "inalienable right 
to life, liberty, and the pnisnit of happiness." 

'to secnre this glorions object, every freeman in the XTnited 
States is invited to come to onr assistance, i^ every Corpora^ 
tion, village, town, coonty, State, and FreHidential election, 
from this bonr until the general jabilee shall ring from Lake 
Memphremagog to the waters of Fonchartrain ; ftx>m the 
Penobscot to the Colorado. For these tdz thousand men 
beiiere that to seonre this grand object, the voting literature 
of the nation must not be Also to freedom, containing slave- 
holding and pro-slavery names, whidi is the stibstanOe of the 
prearat emisei<m of t^e ballot-box, and must be expurgated. 
Fw who would believe that for half of a century, the majority 
of names found in those boxes, Who hare governed this land, 
was in &vot of arlstocrsoy ftrtmded ba th< Skin, Aastft, unpaid 
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TBgn, violence, Uood, sale of hatnan flesh, BepBiation of 
hasbanda and wivea, parenta and children, ignorance, irr^- 
gjon, infidelity, atheism, adoltery, stealing, robbery, hunger, 
nakedness, broken limbs, cmshed hearts, hmacy, idiocy, 
mntiUted limbs, scourged backs, the slash of bowie IcniTes, 
duels, assassinations, frar, murder, the parsumg of slaves wiUi 
bloodhomids, idleness, licsitioaBneBs, cofirced amalgamation, 
poverty, pride, contempt of labor, insolvency, gambling, 
oockfi^ting, horse-racing, piracy sanctioned by law, ontlawiy 
for love of Uberty, with coffles, whips, fetters and chains, as 
the badges of undone men. 

l^ese law-makers have seen the Sonth taking &om the i 
North, nnder the shape of credit, for twenty-five years past, 
ten millions per annom, to supply the deficiency which the 
whip could not extort &om their own slaves, never to be 
repaid. Northern manufactories are now standing still tist 
want of money abstracted by the South to muntain slavery 
in its idlmess, and despotism in its dignity, and free laborers 
are thrown out of employ, for the benefit of those who live 
on the unpud labor of the slaves. 

The slave power in the halls of our national legislature has 
BO moMed the political economy of the country as to cripple 
the interests of iree labor, derange northern capital, and re- 
duce the free North, as &r as possible, to the level of the 
enslaved South, and thus secure between the free and the 
slave States that balance of power which, on a system of equal 
legislation, the South «ould never attun. 

We have here set down some of the curses of slavery, 
whidi have so many distinct names in our language. Each 
of these vipers has been snstiuned by consent of American 
law makers, in sucking the warm heart's blood of this nation, 
until the country staggers from debility. We have seen the 
&own of heaven lowering on this land, in the tempests of the 
ocean, m the tornadoes of the land, the fires in our cities, our 
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villages, our Bteamboats, vasting pestilence, and bloody 
wars. We have seen a thousand savages miuDtaining against 
ns ft five years' war, while the bones of onr youth are left to 
whiten amid the everglades of Florida. We have seen the 
Tolne of property changed from the most extravagant Estima- 
tion to the lowest depression ; bankruptcies unparalleled in 
the history of a civilized people ; States as well 83 individuals 
dishonoring their engagements in foreign lands, as well as at 
home ; general min has stared all men fiill in the iace ; and 
these things, it is believed, are sent from the armory of the 
■Almighty, as avengers of his wronged and insulted people, 
whom we have crushed as slaves under our feet, and hare 
reiused to listen to their cries, in our pulpits, onr press, our 
State or Congressional legislation. Yes, the present Con- 
gress has broken down the Constitation of the land in its 
zeal to silence the voice of petition. In this, our Republican 
Representatives have outstripped the boldest and wildest 
flights of despotic fanaticism — ^have attempted to legislate 
Bway human nature itself— -have taken to themselves a seat 
beyond and without the pale of civilized legislation among 
men. And all this, to show their humble devotion to the 
slave power. 

The great political doctors of this land have felt of the 
nation's pulse, looked her in the &oe, inquired for all symp- 
toms, modes of diet, manner of repose, and her sort of amuse- 
ments and various exercises. One set of these pro-slavery 
physicians profess to have discovered nothing but a com on 
one of the toes, while the other thinks a little more esercise 
would give a finer flow of animal spirits, and relieve the 
patient from a certain dyspepsia or sleeplessness which he 
has discovered. In vain do we point them to the festering 
sore that must be probed to the bottom, and without delay, 
lest the deadly gangrene ensue. We are told that the patient 
was bom into the world with that nloer, that although it has 
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iiMreMed five-fold, and Ui abstnctlr aa evil, Bod might a1> 
■trwAlf be conmdered the cause of as abstract ailment, and 
an abstract lingeriDg, and may be followed hy an abstract 
deslh, bat surely nothing mere, unless it vas abatractlj/ 
buried in an abitraet grave. The pr&elarery doctom have 
hunted for all oaneea for the aSictiona of their patient except 
the right one. 

To drop our ^;nre, it seems plain that one nullioD tvo 
hundred tbonsond laborers, eepedally if they are slaves, can 
never maiatain four millions five hundred thonsand idle peo- 
ple, who have so many extravagances to gratify. It slavery 
were abolished this day, the slaves, as freemen, would &om 
the stimulus of reward, produce double what is now extracted 
from them, and with vastly less pain. Again, there is nearly 
oae million of idle poor men and women in the South, who 
are very poor, but still refuse to work, as it is disgraceful for 
white peo^ to labor, in a slave country. This million would 
rejoioe to tabor for its reward, whcai its disgrace was 
removed. The South and North would immediately flourish^ 
and at least fifty millionB of permanent wealth be added to 
the nation annually ; and the scdid happiness of the natitm 
doubled, besides b^g relieved from those periodical qiasnu 
uid insolvenoiee which so seriously convulse it every seven or 
eight years. The danger of insurrection at home, or iavadtm 
from abroad would be removed to an interminable distance. 

Each of the ^reat parties in this country, for the sake of 
poUtical power, has bowed with the most &wning submission 
to the two hundred and fifty thousand piratical janizaries, the 
men-consumers of the repuUic, and agreed, for the sake (^ 
power, to stand guard, night and day, as sentinels, armed to 
the teeth, on the confines of man-chattelism, to defend the 
two hundred and fifty Uionsand men-appropriators in their 
heaven-abhorred villainy, ag^nat the insurrectioD of the op- 
pressed, or the invasion of holy and legal philanthropy. 
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llie present Whig party, which haa swept orer the land 
with the power of a tornado, haa acted in eabservience to the 
slaveholder. The Dorthera hallot-boz is crimsoDed with the 
blood of the slave, both parties having laid him on the altar 
of veoalitf , as a sacrifice to propitiate the goddess of power, 
and have thus sojjght her &Tor, the one party by the dex- 
terity with whioh they laid on the wood, while the other, not 
to be outdone, displayed a cultivated vigor in binding the 
victim. The successful party, who bound the sacrifice, will 
move around that altar, and install their high priest in solemn 
form, when he will be called on to swear to defend the victim 
and the altar £:om intmsioD, by the blood of Banker Hill, by 
the retreating, shoeless, blood-tracking soldiers of the Revo- 
lution, and as he marches around the blue flamea, will fnrtber 
swear by the Goddess of Liberty and by the litnrgy of equal 
rights, by the length of Mason and Dixon's hoe, by the awftd 
and mirevealed mysteries of the implied compaot, by that 
nplifting faith which grows stronger and stronger, as the 
evidence on which it rests grows weaker and weaker, by the 
high commands of the unwritten part of our ConatJtution, by 
its wonderful power to repeal the writtrat portion, by the 
Buipriaing wisdom each white man possesses to make a con- 
stitution for every black man, as he runs along, by all that is 
glorious in white, by all ^lat is contemptible in black, by all 
that is tremendous in color, by all that ia sublime in straight 
hair, by all that is horrible in kinked, " I, William Henry 
Harrison, President of the United States, as Martin Van 
Buren did before me, will forever protect the altM' of slavery, 
with its victims, from all encroachments by the humane ; I, 
the said President, affirm there is no human arm so mighty, 
BO constitution so strong, no philanthropy so penetrating, no 
democracy so Migrant as to be able to unbind one of those 
chatteled victims." The Prewdent and Vioe-I^esident of the 
United States elect, have declared, yea, [hedged themsdvM 
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to maintain tho greatest lie in the nniTerae — ^that a &ther oaa 
chattelixe his ovn child, into a slare ; that the inaolenoe of 
piracf is tme BQuthem ohivahy ; that a homaD fleah-ptopneCor 
has a right to make oUiers groan with piun that he may aing 
for joy ; to make others go hungry, that he may be fed to tke 
Ml ; to wear out others that he may be well preserYed ; to 
make others lie on the oold ground that he may lie canopied 
on his bed of down ; to canse other men's wires to be sold to 
bny ottomans for his own ; to send his own colored children 
to be sold in a market that his white ones may be educated 
in a collie ; to send other men's sons to be wasted with toil 
in the fogs of a rice swamp, that on the avails hia son may 
whirl and dance in the circle of lashion. 

It is held to be the prerogatire of constitational highway- 
manism to have the cnetody of treason's beetle and wedgu to 
spUt this Union from end to end. These patent right Union- 
splitters follow their profeaBion, for the profits of the parsnit, 
from the instinct of gmn, as a mode of aweing northern ine- 
men to silence, while they more qnietly devour their domeitio 
prey. It ia a part of the slaveholder's birthright, that if Hm 
basiness of davery ia in danger of being shorn of its profits, 
he may embark in high treason as a kindred pursuit, bat more 
exalted, as a man who has served an apprenticeship in ih» 
destruction of the rights of men must neoesaarily have ft 
greater prospect of sucoess than other men, when he rsdMs 
the standard of treason, and seeks to enslave his country tm& 
rob it of its independence, as he has Individuals of their 
liberty. A slaveholder must be indebted for his prosperity 
either to the destruction of the freedom of his coontry, or of 
single persons. He is a liberty consumer, either by retail or 
at wholesale. It is by force of the foregoing principle, tfatt 
the South have supplied the ten millions o£ defldt of th^ 
own slaves, by thruBting their greedy fingers into the po<Aet* 
of northern industry. Violeat dianges is the general pt^oy 
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vf this' natioii they hare always promoted, as the Ijankrapt- 
cies consequent tJiereoo, mid the great uproar of distress, 
ha.Te enaUed them to diarge to the account of the govem- 
ment, that which has apmng from the mmouB credit obtained 
by sUveholdera in the North, to supply that inability which 
slarery has to maintain itself. Thus we hare been in the 
loar and noise of «nbargoes, non-intereonrse laws, war, a 
United States Bank-r^zpiring as nnconstitntioDal, a tariff as 
ueoeasary, a Bank of the United States again chartered as 
oiHiBtitntioual, again overthrown as unconstitutional, a high 
tariff imposed by the South, till it was discovered by them 
to be unconstitntional, nullification, splitting the Union, se- 
oession ; till Henry Clay tmd John C. Oalhoun compromised 
the tariS* to death. The South, by its vote declared the late 
war, in oppotation to the dcwre of the merchant and the 
sailors, frcon the pretended yearnings of humanity, to rescue 
and protect six hundred seam«i, impressed into the Bridsh 
service under the plea that they were British subjects, where 
they received the accustomed w^es of seamen ; while at 
tJiia very time the South depended for their very existence 
upon the labor of two miUions of men, woinen, and children, 
impressed, yea, enslaved by them, without wages — and said 
bUvob were themselves property. Thus we went on ; amidst 
the ooofiised diu and hideous uproar of these mnltitudinouB 
ehtuges in fifty yeu^ occasioned by the systematio disturb- 
aaca by die votes of the South ik any and every settled 
policy. In this oDdless flut^uation and change has the South 
robb«d the North of two hundred and fifty millionB of dollars 
to maintain her dreadinl System, thus taking by fraud the 
labor <^ the free to make np what the slave could not.eam. 
j&ll this has been done to xUow no particular brandi of busi- 
MBS to wear itsdf a safe diannel before the South proposed 
a.obaoge. These dhanges in legislation are eontbem apolo- 
gies for those enormous unpaid balances due the North, 
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Thich dumges were proenred for the sake of the qtology, to 
defi-aad the North, whioh has beoi mmiing down the £igfat- 
fiil precipice of bankruptcy in carsvana, in etmseqiiKuw of 
these things. 

The m^htf and powra^ party neiriy arriTod at tke 
palace of power, haa reached tlie same by promising to gnard, 
perpetuate, and even strengthen the great waQs of slaTsry^, 
while they fortify its ontposts. 

This great party has sapplaBted ite riTsla in the afiections 
of the SoDtli. Yet we lament that this powffiiiil party alioeld 
not have reserved even a formal Balatati<Hi for liberty. — Ko, 
tiie oanse of liberty most not expect more irom tida party 
tiiaa its predecessor. No, not one fetter will be broken, not 
one tear wiped awa^ from the cheek of the friendleea dare. 
We Bnppose the Whigs will reprint, as a seoosd edition, tbe 
Democtstic prograoune (^northern snbserrioioy to the Soatii, 
ofwfaich they once BO londlycomplnned. Bnt we fbel assured 
there are thoasands and tens of thonsands in the Whig party, 
who find themselves there from andent posttion, whose hearts 
throb viA the most tender demre for nniversal emancipatim, 
who will be sonl rickened, when they see their party oroooh- 
ing beneath the slave power, swimming with such a ponderoas 
millstone aboat its neck. They will abandon their party, we 
hope, on such painful discovery, and come and join the Bberty 
party, never to desert it. 

Look at the perfidy of tlie treaoheroua slaTeholdv, who, 
after tempting Martin Van Buren and his party to forsake 
tlie great Mghway of Democratic prindples, to " tnll and 
coo " in the forbidden and polluted paths of slavery, and now, 
having drawn the Democracy oat of nght and hearing of tJie 
doctrines of the Declaration of Independence, slavery deserts 
them, and leaves them at the greatest pMsibla remove fr<«i 
thdr own well avowed principles and tiie great landmsrits 
of their professions. - 
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Mr. Vkd Bnren and his MeDds are not to be pitied ; they 
-had no ri^t to barter their principles, theii humahity, thrar 
Justice, for power poBsesaed or expected, vhen centred by 
the Btaveholder aa the price of political integrity to the slave. 
■Die Democracy is rightly pnrashed, by the desertion of the 
elaveholder, and a perfect prostratiou of Mr, Van Bnren and 
hie party. The caae still proclaims, in tcHies lond as tJnmder, 
the want of gratitude and the treachery of the slavebolder, 
'and shows that whoever leans npoo him for snpport, reclines 
ji|rim a " broken etaff, npon whose sharp point hope bleeds 
and expectation dies." 

■ The South has been so kind to the Democrats as to relieve 
'Ijiem from standbg on guard, to protect the jewels of slavery 
fr<Hn the depredations of AboUUonista, and have been most 
gracioosly pleased to permit the Whigs to cover themselves 
with glory in that desperate and honorable service ; Buppoeing 
tliat rotation in office of such high distinction, would be peca- 
iiarly de^rable in this ambitions age ; (and who could so 
' nicely adjnet with propriety to the honorable ambiti<Hi of 
OUT time^ those del^bttnl duties wMch mnst be performed 
from one end of Mason and Dixon's line Co another, in Congress 
' and oat, with sncfa peculiar judgment and taste as good, pious, 
patrian^al Democratic slaveholders) ? The highest post of 
daveholding elevation will be conferred in all suitable times 
and modes' aa befit so distingoished a service, on the most 
re(ddeBS dafamers of Abolition, the equal rights of men, and 
die De<^aration of Independence. The slaveholdera will now 
be able to jadge, which of thetwo great parties can discharge 
the laborions duty of tradncing tbe slave and the slave's 
friend with the greatest skill ; which of the two parties can 
produce the ablest argmnent showing that the eolored man 
m notiiing but a oonnecting link between a man and a monkey, 
tiie ablest essay proving that a black man has no soul, and a 
mulatto has but half of one, and a man whose blood is three 
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qturten of Af"<>«^" deooent hu bnt a qouter. Abo, sn 
lAly-Tritten essay vill be ezpeotod, to show thftt a eoltaod 
man oo^t not to learn to read or Tiite ; another book ahoir- 
Big that the slsve'i mind and moaory is so retestiTe that he 
does not need a Bible, hynuu or psabaa in books, a/a he vill 
be aUe to remember all he hean read or stud hj others, in 
^» vay of " oral instniolioii." Anoth^ book tHI be raqured, 
shoirii^ that tiie soathem slavo is happiw than the northsm 
labwer. Aaother work, in 2 rola^ 8to., sboiring that slaTWy 
is a hapioer state than liberty, if a man has food to eat frhmt 
well, and phymo to take when sick. Anothn conatitotioual 
ugam«it showing that freemen in the free States hare no 
bnianess to petition for tbe abolition of slareryin the IMstriM 
of Ck>tambia, or anywhere else; the second Tolome ^oold be 
a Inminoas armament supported by antborities drawn frmsi 
hirtory, the laws of nations, and Ck>nfadas, that a man had 
better mind his own bnnness, snd let other people's alcnie. 
Another pOwerM book, entitled, " The Anthority of Moba 
Vindicated to put down Abolition ;" finally, there shoald be 
a work written, lAowing the propriety of what exists, and 
' why a man' soath of Mason and Dixon's line ehonld have dooUe 
the aimHint <tf political power of one nortb of the line, or wby 
150,000 men soath of tite line ghoald have as many eleetcrs 
of Freddent as 1,000,000 north of that line. To which add 
a shorthand catechism for Tolgar slavehoktera, by whioh they 
may swear Abolition down, by firing their oaths ^ it, as at a 
mark. 

Bnt the Danocra«y of this oomitry have been tangbt a 
I»tter, bnt instntctire lesson. Th^ sbonld not have sold 
Joseph into Egypt for a mess of Presidential pottage. The 
AboUtiontsts have beai endeavoring to reduce Tkmoeatac 
abstractions into substantial realiticB. We invite every Demo- 
crat in the land to ud ns in redncing their besntifiU tjiaoiies 
to practice. We believe every innocent man npon eatth has 
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tiho beat rigtit to hinueli^ hifl wife, bis childreD, his earningB, 
bia iahar, his liberty aad li&, and Ao not D«mo<n«t« b^iere 
'the MHne ? This is Abolittoa ; and ia not this Demooracy f 
Democrxta profeu to be aiiti-m(»KipoIists ; what monopoly >o 
great as for 2S0,00Q slaTdtolders to monopolize the labor <^ 
:3,000,000 of people, without (XHapensation i 

May our merciftil Father ibrgive onr erring brothers, who 
have gone as ftiey say, " for this once," and voted i^aiast the 
poor slave, for a Tyler or a JohnBon, May they be foi^ren 
by Him who trewnres up in ererlasting remembraaoe the 
<K>iTow&l groans of the slave mother, as she, on the day 
tb«y voted for a slaveholder, listened to tha piteons ory of' 
her first-born, beaten by the fiercMiess of avarice, the orudty 
of lost, the unfeelingneBS of a slave^naater. That iutrticniate 
florrow of a bleeding heart is transferred to that great iat&use- 
able record which will be read and pablished &om the oeab^ 
of eternity. Oh I forgive all who have -voted that tl^ 
mother's groans and her child's cry shall yet for torn years 
more ascend &om this blood-stained and tear^watwed land, 
tiiat a Tyler may jnle. May the broths who has prayed 
with ns, worked with as, suffered with tis, petitioned Cm-* 
gress for aid and God for help, come back and vote with ns. 
Brother 1 do not give that slaveholder more power to smite 
Gkid*s goiltleHs poor I Come back, brothers, and go with ns, 
and we will love you. Come back from the btooSiuUHnff 
' ftMt of the cruel t Come with those who will embraoe yon 
and do right. If yoo will go into this glorions army, raising 
for otir enslaved brothers, you have a commission sealed with 
the blood of Christ, ready to be delivered to yoo. No self- 
denying and benevolent labor for the slave shall be imre- 
warded by Him, for even a cup of cold water given to His 
representatives, for His sake, ehall not be forgotteu. Blessed 
is he that conddereth the poor. The Lord shall delivw Mm 
in time of tronble. 
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Oome, Brotliers, let na haste to the glorioos reeone of the 
Declaration of Independenoe, of onr ho\j religion, osr Bibles, 
and three millions of fellow men ia bondi^e. For if Blaveiy 
ia upheld it miut be by a perverted Bible, and a false religion, 
and by some aaknown God, "whose attributes are ragc^' 
revenge, and hut." To suppose, aa the majority of the 
•ontlieni clergy do, that this beU-oonoocted villuuy is a Kbie 
institution, approved of by the God of heafen and earth, 
Toold in twenty years, if believed, drive all Christeiid<»a into 
the urns of Uank atheism, £ightM nothingness, eteinal 
deep, endless chaaoe, whiob would be infinitely more con- 
natent tiiaa a slavery-approving God. Saoh is not onr 
God, who loves all his children, and did not confer power 
(m one to maltreat the other by making him his slave. Como 
brothers, with your hearts filled with courage and love to 
man, and help ns fight for hated truth, abused trath, despised 
truth. A lie cannot last forever. Slavery is the greatest lie 
in the universe of Qod. It is unalloyed wickedneas. It 
embraces every crime which may be committed against man 
or his Maker. It ia the fittest emblem of hell that can be 
- fonnd on the earth. 

Kever did the East foretell brighter Mgns of coming day. 
The seven years of persecution are ended. The nation is 
about to arise and deUver, We are on the eve of a great 
victory over Gog and M^og. Bone ia hastening to its bone. 
Slavery must die. It is doomed. The roaring shout of |^ad- 
dened nations will ascend, as broadside after broadside of the 
walls of slavery come thundering to the ground. 
' Is not the day at hand, when the apocalyptic Babylon's 
overthrow may be applied to American slavery. "And I 
heard another voice in heaven, saying come out of her, my 
people, that ye be not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive 
BOt of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto heaven, 
and Qod hath remembered her iniquities. And the kings of 
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the earth who have committed fomicatioii, and lired deli- 
cnonaly vith her, shall bewail her and lameat for her, when 
th^ dull see the smoke of her bnming, atanding afar off for 
the fear of her tormeat, saying, Alas I alas ! tJuit great city, 
Babylon, that mighty city, for in one honr is thy judgment 
e(»ne. And the merchants of the earth ahall weep and monm 
over her, for no man bnyeth their merchandise any more ; 
the merchandiae of gold and silver and predons stones, and 
of peu'ls, and fine linen, and pnrple, and silk, and scarlet, and 
(innamon, and odors, and ointment, and frankincense, and 
wine, and oil, and fine flom-, and wheat, and beasts, and sheep, 
and horses, and chariots, and bUlTjes, and Bouis of xxh." 
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IVk OeiOM-tiaO. 

Dkab Bb'otbke : I oannot but regret that each a sp^oe of 
tune has gone by unoe I hold commniiioa with your Bpiiit, 
flo olive to every great and good thing. Bat I have been a 
bird of passage irom one part of the anti-aUvery hemiepherQ 
to another. I have never eo entirely consecrated myself to 
the slave as I have done this year. I have been, instant in 
season and ont of season ; I cannot tell yon that my progress 
has been equal to my sanguine wishes. The times have been 
put BO horribly out of joint by slavery ; money is so uncom- 
monly scarce that oar agents in the cause could scarcely keep 
their noses out of water, and have lain at the edge of the 
water in a sort of snorting and strangling state, and I would 
be obliged to pass to thdr part of the country and pump the 
water ont of them, and lay on warm clothes, and beg for a 
sort of mineral air to inflate their lungs with, aod then they 
would rise and run agun as though nothing had h^pened to 
them. 

Slavery has undone us. She has crawled into the Const!- 
tation ; has paralyzed llie Church ; broken the compact ; 
mlenced petition ; overthrown morality ; blotted out human- 
ity ; really dissolved the Confederacy, and left the nation 
undone. I have attended a vast number of conventions this 
summer all over the land, and placed in all its astounding 
forms the modes by which slave labor manifests its malignity 
to free labor ; by which the Clay and Calhoun Compromise 
Act has alone wrung and crushed oat of existence one thou- 
sand millions of dollars in the ^orth, and reduced ns to a 
position of misery from which twenty years of onhroken pros- 
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perity could not lift as np to that Bummit-leyel we occnpied 
in 1833. The people approTingly admit that all I sayis true, 
and admit that we only perpetuate our wretobednese and 
misery by electing either of these slaveholders, Clay and 
Calhoun, to the Presidency ; men who, by being fathers of 
the Compromise Act of 1833, thereby thrust their bowie- 
knives into, the national heart from opposite sides, where 
the^ met and struck fire in the conflict of opposition, until 
the points of their blades each pricked through from opposite 
tndes, snd ibr that act, each claims the Presidency, and 
each is equally entitled to rule a slave-loving and a slave- 
ridden people. I say men wUl listen and hear the proofi I 
bring that these two men are the great destroyers of their 
country's glory and happiness. Yes, and men will admit it 
is «11 80, and then go away and join their parties' shout for 
the one, or hurrah for the other 1 What destiny awidts this 
wicked land I I solemnly believe there ia more positive 
crime committed against God in wron^ng mnn, in this Re- 
public every day, than in the sixteen governments of conti- 
nental Europe, with their two hundred and twenty-four mil- 
lions of inhabitants. If the snn went around the earth as the 
ancients supposed, I think he would panse with amazement 
in his diurnal career over 3razil, Cuba, and the United 
Staiet.' But I mean to do what I can, in my little day and 
generation, to crush this great monster, though I confess I 
tremble for my country. Our election is the 8th of Novem- 
ber, I hope we may gdn some over last year. If we could 
go as high as seven thousand votes, I confess I should feel 
we had done nobly. But I fear we shall not, though I have 
worked so hard. 

Allow me to hear from you soon, and believe nie as ever, 
your assured friend. 
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Db. Bailbt, Editob of the " Phiu-ntheopist :" 

Sib : Pardon the £%edom of a stranger, in bringiDg be> 
fore yon the BWtimenta of a coSperative in the great field of 
human rights. Perhaps by comparing opinions more &e- 
tpeoHj, on the subject of American slavery and its remedy, 
ve may find that those who are separated by many degrees 
<^ latitude and longitude, may view this great crime and its 
cure not essentially unlike. That which is the oft^iest eon- , 
udered, will be the best miderstood, and what is intended to 
be embraced in the great issue now making up between 
liberty xad slavery, is a question in which the character of 
this nation is deeply involved, and on which the happiness of 
tens of thoosands and the freedom of millions may depend ; 
and must be one always claiming and summoning to its con- 
Btderation, the most patriotic and far-seeing of her sons. If 
this commanication should be the means of your placing your 
views before the world on the momentous question alluded to 
by me, one of the greatest objects of this letter will have beoa 
accomplished. 

The work of the Revolution was iairly staked out, eia- 
bradng the political freedom of the colonies — the persnul 
liberty of each one — in the immortal Declaration of Inda- 
pendence : —bat that great work was but half completed. 

The great Declaration is a summary of colonial and personal 
injustice. The sword in seven years cut loose the colonies 
from their bondage. The dismemberment was ratified. Our 
country took her seat at the council board of nations. T^ 
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young Sovereignty Kmpct? Tip into the temple of nations, with 
the Declaration of Independence spread, in her right hand, 
with a whip and fetter in her left, foUowed by a slave, while 
the blush mantled on her cheek, and revealed the struggles 
of her shame; and what she lacked in the sincerity of intent, 
she contxived to countervail by a certain impiidence of pre- 
tence — and what she lost by force of position, she would fain 
make up, by the ingenuity of her abstractions. Theoretically, 
the relation of slave and master, king and people, was dis- 
solved. The Declaration of Independence atmok up, and the 
hand of the king fell off; it atmck down, and the hand of 
the master was unclenched. Slavery since then has been 
constitntional man-stealing and legal kidnapping; slavery, 
though once laid oat for interment, was not buried, bnt was 
in fact, an Hi-omened resuBcitation of a fangaa on the body 
politic and was strapped and bandaged up with the other 
sores of the Kevolntion^ andinsteadof ezdsion, itnow claims 
the dignity of being a " peculiar institution," whose increas- 
ing weight makes the body politic, by which it is nnreed, reel 
and stagger under its ponderous load. The past year has 
givea some encouraging premonitory symptoms of that final 
and fnghtM collapse of a system of crime, which has battened 
on the tears and blood of men, from century to o«itury. 

Great injustice will not last forever. Aocnmnlated sorrows 
of swelling hearts, will burst oat somewhere. In a single morn- 
ing of August, 1831, eighty-four disembodied spirits were 
summoned irom the Southampton massacre, to stand before 
the Eternal, as witnesses of justice long denied, and hope 
cmshed in the bosom of the slave. Were the green eariih of 
this nation carpet«d with Decalogues beaming with celestial 
light from every word ; were the blue heavens of this land 
curtained with aphorisms of eternal tmtb, and the leaf of 
every tree in the forest, or the field, instinct with dechirati^ns 
of the eqnality and universal liberty oooferred by God on 
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man, still one gailtleu shiTe Iteld m k ohattel, b; the Ikv, wonld 
give the lie direct, to tbis festooned and embUEoned bjrpoo- 
risy of high soandiog moral usertion. The abstraotiioia of 
dui nation are divinfl ethics, but the practice iniquity's Eoles 
(rf action. It seems to be thongbt important that a man's 
abetraot b^ef be ri^t ; then bis practice is his own affair, 
for which he is not aocoontable. 

It is difficult to define the position of a nation whose 
morality terminates in the orthodoxy of itfl abstractions. No 
nation in which the reli^on of Moses and Ciuiat prevails, was 
ever rich enough to per&rm its labor by slaves. Slavery 
will cost a nation its sedf-respect, also the loss of the labor of 
tbose who rely on slavery for support, also the loss of tba 
poor fireeman's labor, who will not work where labor is dis- 
graced IS the bosiness of slaves. Slavery will bankrupt ita 
commnnity every ten years, because slavery will not and can- 
not do enough to maintain a commnnity, where the m^ority 
are idle. The deficit which slavery does not saj^y, must be 
purloined by stealthy credit, and psid in repudiation and 
bankruptcy. Slavery blots out the line between mine and 
thine, and elevates the greatest crime into a " peooUar insti- 
tution." 

The commerce of snoh a ooontry is quickened into life by 
t^e whip ; the groans of &ther8, the tears of mothers, are the 
indications of its progress. 

The cracking lash from twice ten thousand cotton-^elds, ia 
the moamfulmnaoofthar progress from day to day, to lift's 
end. The slaveholder orampa the immortal powers of his 
slave, to make the animal portion more avmlable. I repeat, 
no nation is rich aiongh to use immortal man as property. 
He is too valuable for the base purposes to which he ia 
applied. What farmer could prosperously tiO his cornfield 
with agolden-plongh,withhandles of orient pearl? It maybe 
asked, if slavery expired on the 4th of July, 1116, how baa 
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it oome down to ns, whh so mDGh bresa ob ita front, dauning 
the aarisbuce of the ConstitDtion as iia great patron ? The 
answer is, there was no daya-man, no savionr, no Granville 
%arpe, to atand ap between the oppressor with power and 
the helpless oppressed. Had God seen fit to have raised a 
8barpe to have proclaimed that slaves conld j^ot breathe in 
these United States, the first moment they touched oor soil, the 
aUding electrioitf of the gr^ Declaration might have melted 
their chains ; there was a divinity tn its language, and a force 
in its terms, that casuistry conld not resist or robbery pre- 

Lord Mansfield, who, for more than 80 years, mled the 
jndidal mind of Westminster H^l, by the supremacy of hia 
own, twice in the King's Boich, on solemn argumoit, pro- 
nonnoed slavery a part of the law of England. Bnt the great 
Granville Sharpe consecrated himself to the noble wort of 
esploring the deepest spring of English liberty, the waters of 
whosefountun when by Sharpe presented to this same court, 
Lord Mansfield declared to be the tme nectar of English 
liberty, and firom that day hencrforth forever, no stave conld 
breathe who had placed his feet on the soil of beetle-diffed 
England. That was the eau de vie, the water of life ; and 
Somerset's case will be regarded to the world's end, as the 
re-disoovery of the long-lost spring of English liberty. If we 
had had a Sharpe to have taken a slave, on a writ of habeas 
corpus, before the first Chief Justice Jay of the Supreme 
Court of the'United States in 1789 or 17G0, wMle the great 
truths were i/et in the memory of men, whUe gratitude to 
God was felt for the white man's deliverance from a foreign 
yoke, before the cotton gin — ^the black man's cnrse — was 
invented, who can tell bnt what the slave might have been 
proclumed free 1 

Bnt abu I the claimants of human flesh were- constitntioD- 
makers, law-givers, Iaw4Dterpret«^ and law-exoooticoiers. 
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Constraction and definition came nuinl;, from those iste- 
looted to perpetofttfl a crime, w disaatrons, in the end, t» 
themselves uid their posterity, aa to tiie vidama of this 
aggravated rillainy. ^very haa eaten out the very sool of 
worda, and erery intendment ruaed, in behalf of liberty, and 
every preaomption raiaed against omelty and injnatice la 
broken down, by Titdmt o<m8truoUon, shamefully at war with 
the benignity of the eoaanoa law. Hie common law pre- 
•nmes all men free, till the contrary appears, withont r^^ard 
to oolor. Slavwy preanmee a coloTed man a alaTe, nntil A« 
provM himaeff /ru. I solemnly beUere if the Conslitotun 
were to be interpreted by the judges of Weatminater Hall, 
slavery would oease in a single day in the Biatriet of Colum- 
bia ; and it would be told, it could not derive a eingle power 
to hold a colored man by virtue of that inatrument. 

Has there ever been a judge at Washington, who delivered 
a judicial opinion, in whioh the rights of the slave wece 
involved, but came to the consideration of the question, 
under the horrible weight of injustice, so deep, that the 
loiliest intellect might &Hg and Salter, by the debasement of 
its employment, which instead of weighing oat the justice of 
Heaven, is basely employed in lending its sanction to the 
dutobings of robbery, the greediness of. iqjasUce, and tJne 
baseness of avarice. Look at the pompons prowling whit* 
man, and the poor powerless black one, contesting thdr 
rights in a alaveholding forum I Could the black man havQ 
aommoned as much influence and power as the white, and 
employed able counsel to vindicate his rights, what gloriooa 
trinmphs wonld truth and liberty have made over falsehood 
and tyranny ; the world would have rung with the grandest 
efforts of mind which had ever arrested the attention of man- 
kind, from the time of Demosthenes to the days of Cicero ; 
from Pool to Iiuther, or from Bacon and Raleigh to £dmand 
Burks and Patriok Henry, 
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But no, the colored num'B oath ooold never be beard in the 
Siuictnary of Justice, for wrong done him by caie of the 
Cancadan race. He w&b poor, he could employ no coansel 
to ^d by strong argomeDts to drive deep the stakes of 
liberty. In the last half century, there have been wrongs 
enough inSicted by the white upon the colored rac«, to have 
tept all the courts of the civilized world well employed, in 
administering and wcdghing out natural justice to these 
injured ones. 

We therefore, as AbolitionistB, should never make a mngl« 
admission, in relation to the oonstruotion of our Constitution, 
which might t^l againHt the slave. It is craven to admit any- 
thing against the colored man, in favor of piratical legislation. . 
Every act, organic or legidative, moridty, so &r as it bears 
on the slave, is clearly nntl taiA void in the court of con- 
science, it being made to take rights from him, witlioat his 
consent, and which natural justice would declare wrong. It 
is ethically wrong to admit that the slaveholder has one right, 
however acquired, when that right is carved out of tjie nata- 
tbI ones of the slave, no matter how strongly the slaveholder's 
right may be upheld by a covenant or league on the part of 
the free States. For neither the slave or free States had any 
moral jurisdiction over the African, to reduce the quantum 
of his political and penonal rights, below the average of the 
great community. Bat when we point to the Constitution or 
laws of the Union or States, as evidence of rights secured to 
the master, to the disparagement of the slave, whose whole 
Mfy, and that of his race, have been a continued protest 
agiunst and dissent therefrom, oar act is mortdly preposterous 
in the extreme. 

No doabt many tender consciences suppose there is some- 
thing perversely radical in the above proposition, and that 
BUoh doctrine is dangerously immoral ; and these persons 
seem, although subject to an abolition infloence, anzioBS to 
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ttoaa fbr their gmall spM of ftboUtioii, by tanrtSag Hhe T9fi- 
dity of the inastar*B olaim, whatever it may be, when propped 
by constitntionB, le^alatioo, or jodiml detnraoBS. lliis looka 
too much like beiog as tiberal as a prince in another msnl 
hoiue. 

The groimd I take, iB, that all riaTe laira being made in 
derogation of all right, hnman or divine, and by the robber 
It the robbed, of the strong agaiiut the weak, and with- 

,t coDsiderstlon or consent exprees or im{died, on the part 
of the alave, and for the entire profit and advantage of the 
muter, and to the nerer-ending injnry of the alave, therefore 
it aeema to me, that ^e facts here asBomed as entering into 
. aoy law to uphold slavery, directly or remote, are of them- 
selvei evidence of the most stnpendoas fraud which can be 
oommitted through the inetnunentality of one class of men- 
npon another. Then we may refer to the civil law, the law of 
nations, the common law ; and it is the nnbroken current or 
authority of all these laws that,^vtU(Z avoids all contracts and 
all proceedings however solemn, as a judgment, or decree of 
tiia highest oourtB ; and even acts of parliament when pro- 
cored by fraud, are all nnll and void, however high the 
autfaendcadon of their solemnities. But slavery, so &r as writ- 
tea laws come to its support, is always stamped with fraud, 
as clearly as though in the preamble to the law it was to 
recite, that " Whereas, it is right for the strong to rob the 
weak, the powerful to deprive the helpless of themselves, and 
appropriate them and their posterity to their own use ; and 
whereas morality and honesty in the transactions of men are 
exploded truisms belonging to e^ obselete age, and the man, 
who by night or day, or by the most fli^tious fVand can 
droumvent this fellow-being, is wdl entitled to the fruits of 
hia knav^y ; therefore be it enacted, that if A is stronger 
than B, he has a better right to B's body than B has to him- 
s^; if Abyftaud, BtTat«g«n,orforee can violate B*B natural 
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right, that is to be taken an evidenoe thwC B wu not made 
for TiimBulf^ ]}nt for big stnniger Deighbor's use." 

AgiuD, is it not the easwioe of abBordity, for as to cxmtend 
that the otaistitnted powers of this nation are constitatianallf 
capable of being employed to uphold slavAy, bat these same 
oonstitiited aathorities are constitutionally powerleee to do 
justice to the slave,' and restore him to his liberty F 

We never should admit that we are nnder a moral obligft- 
tiaa to do wron^ and have tAere/ort no legal power to do 
light. Many are in haste to admit we have consinred by 
eompact against the liberties of the ccdored man, and that 
morality requires we should be pertinadonsly and wickedly' 
consistent in carrying out the original knavery of oar contract, 
to crush forever the rights of two and a half milliouH of men, 
and that we exhausted our power to do good, in the great 
evil we undertook to perform ; therefore, if indeed we desired 
now to do right, we have no power ; or at any rate, morality 
demands we should be villains, because we to agreed, rather 
than become just and honest men, at the expose of 
breaking a murderous covenant. We have thrust the inno> 
cent man into the dungeon, but have no power, say some, to 
lift him out. Our constitutional power being exercised to 
destroy the rights of man, is a tpttU povier, and when a seuse 
of our crime appears to us, and we would desire to redress 
the wrong we have done, some tell us, alas I we have no space 
for repentance, because we are constitutionally moral bank- 
rupts. Every adnussion made of constitutional inability to 
redress any and every act of injustice, direct or remote, 
affecting the liberties of any of our coontrymen, touching 
any point wherein we have heretofore wronged them, is as 
cowardly as it is untrue. It has, however, often been done to 
propitiate slaveholding and pro-slavery wrath ; but ve have 
always lost in self-respect, more than we have gained, by onr 
pnsillaiunuty. It is wrong to make merchandise of even a 
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l<^{fll o^nioB vhich goes to confirm the oonqaests of 11k 
buuaneer. The proposition osonot be doubted thst we havs 
power to take back everything wnmg in the Conatitation or 
lav, to which we oi our &ther8 have l^it their BanctioD, 
afieudng the ri^ifl of colored men. We can abtriiah tUxvaj 
Id the DiUrict of Columbia and between the- Blare States, 
because these two kinds oS slaTery derire their power A-oai 
the Constitation, whether rightfnUlj or wronginlly I will not 
stop to inquire. The fiigitive slave act of 1793, by which 
the free States have become the bniiter's great forest of 
human game, can tie abolished by GongiesB. The internal 
slave trade, and the act of 1798, abolished, slavery eonld not 
stand five years. Then there is the war power of Congress, 
the treaty power, and tbe guaranty in tJie CcmstitBtion of a 
repabUcan form of government to each State; who dare 
affirm or deny that some of these powers may be equal to the 
abolition of slavery in all of the States f 

Without paumng to reason for a moment, on any of 
these remedies, I may be permitted to say no reasonable 
AbolilJonist dionld ever sofier faia mind to be perplexed for 
a moment wiUi the noUon that we have not power to nndo 
all tbe wrong which we have inflicted on tbe slave. The bars 
discharge of the free States in money and men from all obli- 
gation to aid in BTipprestDng slave insorreotioDs and to deliver 
up fngitives, would ccmipel the South to manumit for their 
own satety. The South, wra'e they to rely on themselves fer 
protection from insurrection, would be compelled to ^ot its 
whole territory with forts; not less than 2,000 would be 
required, to protect tbe women and children. The forts' 
required, at t30,000 each would be 140,000,000, and the 
munitions, arms, etc., to furnish in a small degree eaeh fort, 
could not be less than $10,000 each, or $20,000,000 nuffe, 
which added to the cost of forts would amount to (60,000,000 
—strange mode of extorting labor in the nineteenth century I 
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Secretary Upshur refers to tluB mode of de&ndmg the Sonth 
in faia late report. If the forts were boilt, the slaves vonld 
find them, as good points to rally for inBorreetioii, as the 
mauber for protectioD. 

Again, the great staple of the Sonth, cotton, has found a 
competiticMi in the British East Indies, where enough pro- 
bably will he grown ia a few years to supply the neoeaaities 
of men, at ahoat half the price at which cotton has heretofore 
been sold. To enable the southern planter with his reckless 
mode of condnoting hb aff^rs, to compete sacoeBsfully 
against the cheap free labor of India, would require ootton- 
^n and slaves to be given to him, as a governmental bonnty, 
or donation, in the start. 

The first streak of light which appeared after the Revolu- 
tioo was a lurid one, shot forth some twenty-six years since ; 
and men have dispnted from that time to this, whether it 
was a prismatic ray of the ascending glories of the sun of 
Uberty, or whether it was not a false light flung up from 
l^e pent fires of slavery. It is called the Colonization So- 
oety. A few good men in the North had a hazy, indistinct 
idea of the immeasorable wrongs of slavery, and conld find 
DO rasasnres for its redress, exoept expatriation beyond the 
Atlantic, of those freedmen, who had once been its viotims. 
The North thonght they saw in this sodety the colored man 
devUed on the other side of the globe, and the slaveholders 
saw something more congenial ; they saw the &eedmaa, by 
them hated, because he was free, cut off from all sympathy 
with the riave, no more to be the bondman's eyes and feet, 
the slave made safe, his value increased, hia escape impos- 
sible. This society was a strange confusion of benevolence 
and fraud, of northern indefiniteness and aouthem avarice, 
grossed with good iutentiona, controlled by southern sagfr- 
coty, as heartless as it was specifically selfish, believing in the 
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slaveiy valuable and perpetn*!. 

About this tune, or shortlj after, tlie elsTes, it is supposed, 
organized two distinct missions, one the free Btate, and the 
other the Canada missioii. The object of these nuadonB 
appears to have been to send off sUves to libertj. Utese 
societies, without fnnd« ot agents, or the oonntensnoe ef a 
single member of CoDgress, of a doctor of divinity (but the 
whole oODBtituted authorities of this ooantiy, by sea and 
land, armed agaiust them), have done a vny spirited and 
.Bucoessfol business {allAough the alam troth ia forbiddeti) / 
the society deals iu nothing but slaves, and has sent away to 
these missions five persons, where the ColoniEation Soaety 
.has sent one to Africa, The Colonization Society seems to 
.be a sponge, to absorb the unregarded and floating sym- 
pathy, which men feel, to do something to wa^ out the vile- 
nesa of slavery. When men oease to delude Uiemselves with 
the folly that the expatriation of a few thousand freedmen, is 
the same as the eman<dpatioD of two and a half millions o{ 
slaves, then, and not till then, will the Colonization Society 
be powerless, for the purpose of mischief. 

Long continued injustice done to man, must burst up SMne- 
where, sooner or later. Witness the Soathampton massacro. 
Slavery did iL Slave insurrections on aea or land with mur- 
der, is a pu^ of the shocking system. Inl832,afewnoTtliera 
noble s^urits, deeply [utying the condition of the slave, and per^ 
ceiving the hopeleSBoeK of colonization, determined that tho 
only remedy for slavery was unoouditi<«ial emancipaticn. And 
in the last ten years there has been performed an amount of 
labor by the Anti-Slavery Refoi'mers, without a parallel in 
any of the past ages of benevolence in the world. 

Both of the great parties who contended for the mastery 
of the Republic hoped to flatter the South by a base and pro> 
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femid a<A]ioiriedgnieiit of various Conatitational compsctB 
in^lied, upholding Blavery, whiflh norer existed, and by 
aboni^ Abolitioiiista withont stint or mea«are — this wsi the 
flon^eCition between these great parties, who frmn that day 
^tathishaTepoaredlh)nL a thonaand presses concocted and 
>€ldiberate fiilaehoods, to bereave the friends of man of their 
.'cfaaracters for humanity, seose, patriotism, and every quality 
iphich can elevate or ennoble, l^eee parties have set mob- 
ftrooionsness npon ns, demolished private hnildings, destroyed 
tbe Banotnaries of the Hving God, and devoted to the flames 
the most beautifnl temple ever erected to Liberty on this 
oontinent ; they laid their Vandal hands npon printing pre^es 
and destroyed thera ; and above all, they Inflicted dreadful 
sconrging npon our most worthy men ; they levied fines con- 
trary to law on some, imprisoned Others, Mid finally mwdered 
Lovgoy, the martyr. 

We were compelled, poor and sparse as we were, to erect 
and maintun presses, papers, uid publish books, pamphlets, 
reviews, m^azines, and in fact to create in sei&defence, and 
that of the rights of onr race, a literatare of our own, in 
which to embalm the sorrows of insulted men. We have 
been refused the columns of papers to refute the vilest calam- 
nies which those same papers had originated or cironlated. 
Tbe public mind was so far misled, as to the objects of Aboli- 
tii»iBts, as to believe slaveholders to be the innocent victims 
of podtion, and that Abolitionists were justly deprived of 
trials by jury, as monsters too great to bo entitled to any- 
thing but the headlong vengeance of lynch law. 

The Abolitionists of the United States, on bended knees, 
besought the great denominational divisions of the chnroh to 
throw open the doors of their churches, and view the poor 
slave as the representative of their ascended Redeemer, 
"Kiis great honor we tendered them in the imploring bowels 
of compassion, and in every form of entreaty, argument and 
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remonstnmoe. ThMeohnrohesharflbeenbeBoaglittot^tli^ 
brethren of the same seM or oonitection in the Soatb, that 
sUvery was a an against Gtod, a crime agtunst man ; and to let 
the oppressed go free. But tiiese ohnrohes revised to admo- 
nish and do the ^orions woric, and preferred union in iniquity 
to scbinn fin- the lore of Ood and man. Had the chnri^, as 
her oharacto^ imports, opened her arms for the pleading and 
bleeding slave, l<»ig ere Utis, it is believed, the irork of enmn- 
rapation voaid hare been complete ; and p<ditical action by 
a libOTty party rendered nnneoessary. But she declined the 
Heaven-desotaided honor ; she refhaed in most oases to hear a 
message fr(»n him just ready to perish, or give notice of the 
meetings in which to listen to the tales of his long nnheeded 
sorrows. 

We then beaon^t the aathorides of oar national cafHtol 
with nnooonted petitions asking Congress to exerciBe tlie 
constitntioaal power it possessed to break the slave's yoke. 
When the frank and fearless petition of the slave's friend was 
read in Congress, the slavebolding representatives sent up a 
shriek which pierced the capitol dome, and for abont the 
apaoe of two hours, Hxej cried out " Great is Diana of the 
Epbenanal" 

Two honrs did I say ? Have they not so cried from that day 
to this, in behalf of sl»vety? Have they not walked over tb* 
prostrate Constitatioii of their country? Have they not, 
unread, unprinted, unreferred and unconsidered, sent pedtions 
signed by more than two millions of our citizens to the Con- 
giessional sepuidiref Have not tlie most solemn appeals, 
for the last eight years, praying the emancipation of thousands 
of our native-born citizens from slavery the most awful, bem 
treated with an indignity surpassed only by a fimaticism 
which could break down the barriers of the Constitution to 
strike down the imploring slave ; in the first moment of his 
tremlding hope, wh^ the first ray of light fell upon Ida 
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■ tHuaoB, it was to be extii^Biahed by a durkneM wbioli cast 
ita oommoD shadow oveir the Anglo-Ssxon'B conatitational 
hope, and the poor AMoan's odly expectation. 

£nt thk entombmeit of a nation's recorded philanthropy 
is not a final rest; it sbSU have a resurrection with the flash 
of injured immortalitf on its cheek, defying her assassins ; 
and shall publish the glory of her redemption, where there is 
a slave to bo set ficee, or a freeman to rtgoioe. 

We hare appealed to the church, and she has declined the 
bonor. We i^pealed to Congress, and she threw us back 
OQT petitions, mixed with the brokm fragments of the Con- 
Btitution. We have appealed to the slareholder ; he pcants to 
the £igot and the flames. What shall we do F 

The nation ia about to become all slaveB or freemen 
together. The thirteen slave States have foond Hlavery toff 
^xpensire a mode of existence without practising, at least de- 
cennially, on mankind, that robbery, through bankruptcy and 
repudiation, which tbey continually inflict upon their slaves. 
These slave States are insolvent; showing their deformity 
abroad, and revealing their nakedness at home. 

They have struck down by tarifflegislation that prosperity 
in the North, which they had neither the power to imitate, 
oor the firmness to pursue. 

The North, by its wretched alliance, through its Siamrae 
ligature, walks with a feeble step ; as it carries helplesAness 
along, it is itself borne to the same miserable end. 

The nation is rushing upon the onus of her destiny with a 
momentum augmenting the velodty of her speed, proportitmed 
to the increasing light of her criminality. For already the 
man of Vermont and the dtizen of Michigan hear in the sigh of 
the south wind the cry of the South, saying, " Cease to prevent 
my escape ; cease to oppose my insurrections for that liberty 
for which your Others fought and bled ; cease to provide the 
■outhran fort and arsenal, by your taxes, to keep us down; 
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vote me free; Temember me at tbe ballot-box, whcxe yoa 
stand one of the BovereigDB c^ this empire of aliiTes ; jaa 
have the poww — God give yon the wUl I" 

Congresc, by means of alarehcddiag bnSieB, has lost its cha- 
raot«r aa a deliberative body ; i}; is t£e natkmal bear-garden ; 
a more lieentions body tiiaa the French OonstitnentAssecnUy 
Then t<Hii by Girtsidist and Honntain &«tioa8; for those 
murdered their sovereign; these, oar OonstitatioD tmd the 
nation's character. 

Slavery has ruled iMa land. The robbed Cherokee hM 
been driven irom the conneil-fires and graves of his fi>r»- 
fitthers, by the slav«boldisg baycmet, to find a new home it 
the land of the setting snn, and leavesbeliind, the legacy df a 
wronged and rained people's cnrse ; and as band after band 
bf the brave Seaunoles are forced &om their everglades t» 
the solitadea of the distant West, we may wdl fear du 
seven last plagues of the Apocalypse will be poured upoo as, 
for the wrongs committed gainst them, and the slaves of tbii 
land. 

"We have tried the inapplicable system of qaesdoning the 
political candidates in this land ; hoping by that lever to pry 
open the prison doors. 

A new Mnd of political literature sprung ap in the North, 
in which the Jesuits were fkirly distanced, in their own cele- 
brated art ; the catechism of humanity was answered by the 
political oatechnmens in siu^ mode as " to keep the word of 
promise to the ear, and break it to the hope.** 

'niere was as mach honest compltunt ag^nst the adkars of 
qnestions aa the answerers. Bad ^th was the result on the 
part of the voter and voU^ — crimination and recriminatiati 
had brought ns to the border of ruin. We were determiaed 
for a while, that the Whig and Democratic parties shool^ 
perform this exalted work of humanity, and we seemed to 
think, by a sort of political expediency in hwrter, that the 
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-mxiety&lt far onr voteB, by the candidates nominated hy 
ijiose psitieB, would Kvolntionize their Bentitnenta, and make 
them sincere advocates of the rights of the slave. We never, 
by this course, gained trath an advocate, or hnmanity a 
friend. Ten candidates eitber before or after the election 
efpologifed for any seeming abolition tendencies in thdr moral 
frameirork, or by force of position, to one, vho has avoved 
his fidelity to our principles. 

The truth haa been, both parties have been so corrupt u 
to employ aQ their ingenuity to Sx on their adversary the 
stigma of upholding abolition ; while each sought to wipe oat 
the Hot of humanity, by some bold impudent blow, struck 
fUn in the &ce of Liberty, as an atonement for the suspicion 
of bOTig just. The effect at last was that a genuine Aboli- 
tionist of either of these parties, could not be nominated for a 
law-making trust, but was put under the ban of proscription. 
And when a man was nominated, who by any accident bore 
the proscribed cognomen of Abolitionist, he was found abnost 
uniformly to be a man, who from the futileness of his powers, 
eould render our cause no service, and would, if a man of 
some talent, always as between abolition and party, in a 
pinch, go for party and sacrifice the ^ve, at the very 
moment his strength was most wanted ; these men, when 
nominated, were stool-pigeons to catch our votes. But 
did such a Wbig candidate inspire confidence enough in a 
Demooralia Abolitionist to obtain his vote ; or vice versa, 
in a Wbig Abolition voter, if the candidate were Democratic ? 
So nothing but harm was gdned. We boxed the compass 
<lf expedients. The Church, Congress, the candidates, were 
all broken reeds. We had made the experiment complete ; 
sad had set down satisfied that we could not bribe men to do 
right, for the hope of gaining or fear of losing our votes. 

This brought the Abortionists to a solemn pause. They 
looked all aronnd the horizon for help ; they saw Liberty 
12 
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evsTTwhere in the diut ; the moral aai pecnniary rflMmroet 
of the nation evaporating ; the Republic, tfarongh ita great 
parties and denominations, with her literature both in Chnreh 
and State, bowing down before the great monster elaTery. 
What sfaoold be down ? Was this god-like enterprise to be 
abandoned in despair ? Must the avenging sword, the mid- 
ni^t flame, the forlorn ehriek of deqtair, be the only remedy 
for this crime. 

God forbid, that the fair pluns of the Sonth should be 
delivered over to the vandalism of anch a terrible necessity. 
We foimd on review, that heretofore we onrselvss had voted 
for President and members of Congress who had refnsed to 
lift an ounce of the weight that crashed the slave ; yea, nore, 
voted to continue the fetters on, and, in fact, were the body- 
guard of slavery. 

By a little refiection we saw ourselves through the baUot- 
box forbidding the slaves deliverance, and refiuuig the repeal 
of a single law, by whidi he was bound. 

In looking this question over in its amaang breadtli, we, 
in the fear of God determined to discharge onr own dtrty, 
-without any relation to measures of snbtie contrivance, or of 
expediency ; and if we did our individual duty, on others 
than oorselves must be fixed the sin of the continnance of 
slavery. 

We are bom under a selfooracy, and came from our 
Creator with a charter commanding ns, at the age of m^o- 
lity, as law-makers and as sovereigns, and law'^vers, 
standing with these high rei^nsibilities bonnd npon us, 
commanding ns to do the greatest good to the greatest 
number ; " to love our neighbor aa onrs^ves ;" and " to do 
nnto others as we would that others should do unto ns." 
This is believed to be one of the highest religious duties we 
can perform iu this world. We are bound to select and vote 
for those legislative and executive officers, who will emploj 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



LBITSB TO DB. BAILET. 367 

tU^ best fiuniltieB, and all the conslitotioniil power within 
their reach, " to break every yoke, and let the oppressed go 
free." We stand at the ballot-box legislating ; for our repre- 
sentative is bat our agent, our servant, the mere reflection of 
Onr ooncentrated wilL 

Every prayer, ivgument, speech, gi&, or act, this ude of 
the ballot-box, is bnt moraJ snadon ; if the vote is cast for-s 
liberty candidate, then we test and prove the sincerity ^the 
prayer ; then we perceive that moral suasion has done its 
work. Our prayer, argnment, or moral sna«on, with its in- 
finite appliances, may be likened to a cause in a court of jns- 
tice, the opening, the evidence, the pleadings of the counsel, 
and^aige of the judge; this I call moral suasion. But the . 
verdict of the jury is like the vote at the ballot-box ; that is 
the great /act, this is the great acC of prayer. But the mas 
who talks of argument, prayer and moral suasion, and Still 
votes for a President, or a member of Congress, who will 
Tote the fetters of the slave continued on, that the slave still 
weep for blows inflicted, that he still be deprived of his wife, 
diild, BiUe, and hope, and will not vote a chain to be taken 
o^ on this voter, prayer and moral suasion have never had a 
eontrolling effect, or he would not so vote ; for his agents 
voting tiaa way, or refusing to vote that, is the aot of the 
voter as much as the representative's. 

The voter votes in Congress yea or nay through Ms repre- 
sentative. In voting for a member of Congress, or Prem- 
deit, or a member of the State legislature (who votes for the 
senators in Coi^ess) our acts affect for weal or woe every 
boDdman or freeman in this great country. What other aot 
in the even tenor of a common man's life, can equal this f Is 
it not in his ballot that be demonstrates before God and man 
the piety and parity of the act ? 

Let DS look at the anti-slavery and pro-slavery law-givers 
standing at the ballot-box, ready to deposit their votes, for 
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President or & member of Congreas. The liberty ^r^ 
Tona has on hia vote the name of a genuine Abolitionist, s» a 
candidate for Congress, and in that name ia concentrated big 
whole code of ChiiBtian hnmanity ; in that name oa that 
ballot is impliedly these words by the voter : " I vote for the 
greatest good of the greatest number ; I vote the Declara- 
tion of Independence a solemn and practical reality ; I vote 
the ri^t of petition be restored ; I vote a slave is a man 
and not a thing, and has a better right to his own body, and 
its labor, and to his wife and children than any other person 
on earth; I vote the slave have Us own Kbie, and be per- 
mitted to read it and worship Ood as he sees fit ; I vote that 
his little children be scot to school ; I vote slavery aboIUied 
in the District of Columbia, and in Florida, forthwith ; I 
vote the internal slave trade between the States be abolished, 
that the infernal trade be pnnished as piracy on the hi^ 
seas; I vote for the repeal of the act of Febmaty, 1793, 
by which the slav^older pnrsnes the fugitive slave in &e 
free States ; I vote that the Republican form of govennneat 
guaranteed to each State in the Constitution, is one in point 
of form described in the Dedaratioti of Independence, in 
which the government is made for the benefit of the gov«ned ; 
and that all men are created free and equal ; I vote aSi acta 
of the several State le^slatures confliuting witJi the repub- 
lican form of government aforesaid described, be dednred 
snll and void, even if it set every slave free as its odd- 
Beqnenoe ; I vote that if it becomes necessary for the com- 
mon defence of our country nnder the w^ power, to take 
the Bonthem chattels, called slaves, and convert diem into 
men, and put arms in their hands ; I then vote the aaaia wiQ 
be a constitutional mode of giving them liberty, and to hold 
the converse of this is to declare slavery must be eontiBued, 
and that it is more important than the saivation of this 
nation from a foreign foe, or the integrity (rf* the Umon m 
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case of domestic uunrrectioti ; I vote that rither the vrxi 
power or the treaty power, may, in cert&in contingencies be 
competent sonrces of power for the abolition of slavery in 
tiaa nation." The vote goea in, and the voter's legislation 
imd control over the slave are irrecoverably gone, for two 
years. 

Let US see what is contained is the eye of Reason, in the 
name of a pro-slavery candidate for Congress. The pro- 
slavery voter stands likewise the legislator of two years, at ■ 
the ballot-box, and on that vote of his in tlie name of the 
cuididate is written, in the eye of experience, these other 
words: "I vote that my candidate for Congress, if elected, 
act with and imder the dominion of his party, and if it be 
neoessary to preserve the power of our party that in casting 
his votes, he bow down to the slaveholders, then I so vote ; I 
vote the Declaration of Independence is a rhetorical fiourish, 
and that all men are not bom free and equal ; I vote that 
slavery be continued in the District of Columbia, and {he 
internal slave trade be pi-osecntcd ; I vote that a master has a 
better right to his slave, and to that tlave^s wife and children, 
than the slave has to himsdfor them ; I vote the slave have 
no Bible ; I vote that the whip, cudgel and fetter be used aa 
the master sees fit ; I vote the act of 1 7S3 remain nniepealed. 
Li &ct I vote slavery remain one of the 'institutions of this 
comitry.* " The vote haa gone in, the voter's power is spent, 
imd tiiat vote has sent a torpedo shock through the irame of 
the most remote slave, who dips his bncket in the waters 
of the Mexican Gulf, or lifts his hoe on the banks of the 
Perdido. 

How can a man pray and plead 729 days for the slave, and 
on the TSOth day, when he is armed with the power of a 
sovereign, when he ia about to do an act which haa more 
power and efficacy, than all he has sdd and done for two 
years past, prmtitnte it and go and vote for the master F — 
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vote all he has said aod prayed for the slave to be hM 
hfpoorisf ? What would the master say to snoh a voCer P 
" Ah 1 well done good and lutblul servant, yon keep yoor 
prayers, tears and pleas for the slave, bat in the trying 
moment, yon |^ve the j>ou«r to me. It is all I ask." If the 
slave were to upbraid an Abohtionist, who had voted fer the 
master, or a pro-slavery caiM^date, would not such a voter 
have to apologize and say, " Oh, slave I have I not talked, 
plead and given my money, to wake up the pnUic to your 
case, for T29 days, and do yon suppose I am ^o to vote for 
you f No that is too tnvch : mj 730th day is my own, my 
vote I give to my party, and yotw master." " But," says 
the slave, "give your 129 days of pray^, moral suasion and 
(dms to my master, and only vote for me by casting your 
ballot for an Abolitionist, and I am content." Have we not 
tried these parties long enough? On the free States rests 
the crime of alavery. There are 1,700,000 law-makers or 
voters in this land, and more than one million of them lire 
in the free States. We can elect President, Vice President 
and a majority of the House of Representatives, and 26 
Senators from the free States, who, with the Yice President, 
make a majority of the Senate. Is not the mighty power of 
legislation contained in a vote as applied to tUs amazing 
qnestion, one which involves all that is vital in Christi&nity, 
dreadful in the day of everlasting retribution P Does not 
this voting assume an aspect as sublime as the Christian 
religion can make it, in discharging our duty to our fdlow- 
mau, whose shackles we can strike oS or retain? We con* 
sider it a most glorious revolution, in our own minds, by 
which we see this law-makiug or voting to be a duty which 
exceeds in its consequences to our brother man, any other 
act which we can perform, touching the liberty and hopes in 
time and eternity of two and a half miUions of our race — a 
duty big with the most important consequences, being for 
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good or evil, tlie greatest, yes, infinitely the greatest act ire 
can perform for or ag^st man in passing through this 
world. 

We have treated voting and poIiticB heretofore, as some- 
thing doabtful in morals, but at all events, as a subject on 
vhioh there was no accoimtability to God. We have acted 
as lliongh voting was a sort of neatral act, in wliicb there 
was neither sin nor holiness, right nor wrong, however done. 
We have acted as though voting was an act performed on a 
nentral territory, where the power of God did not extend 
on the one rade for approbation, nor on the other for con- 
demnation. The American Ballot has been treated in such a 
way, in the pulpit and ont, that a stranger might suppose we 
were political infidels. 

Now, may we not thank God that the anti-slavery canse 
has been the means of opening onr eyes to the dignity and 
responsibility of le^^sting with the fear of Him before our 
eyes. We cannot bind and load our brother with fetters at 
the ballot-box, and be less guilty before God, than he who 
does it on a plantation. Alas, alas I for 62 yeare, or 20 times, 
the American voters have gone up to the ballot>-box and 
taken the awfiil sin and crime of slavery on their own soula, 
by refusing to listen to the souvenir of the slave, but hare 
joined bands with the wioked master, and silenced the 
mournful cry of God's impitied poor, and added law to law, 
veurht to w^ght, to his insupportable burdens. Let each 
man legislate under bis deep accountability to Heaven, and 
there would n^ver be a pro-slaveiy vote cast again. 
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ABOmrENT, ON THE QUEgnON 

ITHETHIB Ml BKW CoSmTOTIOH 0» 1844 

ABOLISHED SLAVERY IN NEW JERSEY. 

Stiprtme CovH ofHTsu Jerttp.—ltiR Sii.Ts m, Edwabd Van Bitbbn 
Writ iifSaltat Corpm. 

Tkb Stat« fit. Jomr A. Post, Writ <ifSabea* Cerput. 

Before the Juttieet of the Supreme Court o/Nea Jersey, the Eon»ra~ 

iU Ch^f JiMtiee Hobbblowib, and Jviget OMoeiattd, HKTJrB, 

Cabpeittbb and Bakdolps. 

E. P. FiLUKB, Esq., Ftlitiontr for tht 8Ua* and ApprtnUte. Ai.tai( 

Stiwabt, Esq., oflht Slat» of New Tort, CovnttUor and Advocate for tit 
tluva and apprentUe, admitted to argiu ihta eaiaei bg the eourieig of Hi* 
Court. A. 0. ZaeBiskii, Esq., ofjfew Jerity, Cmmulfor TiN JBdbih ; 
Altas C. Bbadlii, Esq., of New Tori:, Coutuilfor Joan A. Post, 

These canses were argued before the Hon. Justitea of the Supreme 
Oonrt, at tlie Oapitol in Trestoo, on the 21at and 2Sd dajB of H)tj, 
1B4S, Hi. Stewart occupied abont eleren honra, and the defeodant'e 
connsel five hours, dnriog two days an'd an eveDing. 

The argument in these two caosec, f n behalf of Marj/ Tebovt, held 
Id the first case, as property, until twenty-one years of age, her 
mother being a slave, and she being nineteen years of age ; and in the 
leoond case, William, a colored man, claimed by John A. Post as a 
alav* for life, being about sixty years of age. Retorna to tlie Writs 
of Habeas Corpns were dulymade on Wednesday, the 31st of May, 
194S, in these oanses respectiTely, before the justioes aforesaid. 
These writs had been granted on a previona day, on motion of Alvaa 
Stewart, Esq., in open Court. 

The (it)j«cl. of those writs was to test the insUtntion of slsTaj 
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in tb« State of Sew Jersey, which tlie coansel for the tUve and ap- 
prentlM contended was sbolialied, by the firet section of tlie Bill of 
Rights, ia the new Constitution of tliis fitEite, wliich went into opera- 
tion tlie 2d September, 1S44. The defendant Van Barea, bj his 
coansel, returned to said writ, that be held the Bflid Marj Tebout, bjr 
Dieana of several ititerinediatu conveyances, from a person who owned 
the mother of said Marj ; the said mother being a slave for life, and 
that tbe said Edward claimed to hold the said Uary, as his pro- 
perty, nntil ehe was twfintj-one years of age, she now being nineteen 
years old, by virtae of a Btatnte, passed for the gradnal abolition of 
slavery, in Febrnary, 1820, by which all HlaTes bom previons to Uw 
fonrth July, 1804, were slaves for life, and all children born of aud 
slaves after 1804, were declared free, bat to be held by the owners of 
their mothers as s^prentioes were ; who were honnd out by the over- 
seers of the poor, males till twenty-five years of age, and femalea 
until twenty-one. The said male until twenty-five, and female until 
twenty-one, were held by their owners, their adniicisirators and 
assigns, as property, or as other alavea are, nntil tlieir time was out. 

The return in tbe case of John A. Tost was tbe same in sulistance, 
that he held the s^d William, a colored man, as a slave by virtue of 
the law afbi'esaid, being born before 1604. To these returns geoeral 
demurrers were put in, alleging the institution of slavery was abo- 
lisbed, abd that tbe returns did Dot state sufficient authority to 
authorize the defendants to hold smd persons. To which there wax 
ajoinder in demnrrer. 

Both of these oanaes were argned together, depending on the same 
laws for their support, and for the purpose of obtaining a judicial 
deciiiion, overthrowing the system of slavery in New Jersey, in all its 
part?. The following pages are the sobstance of the argnmcnt and 
reply of Alvan Stewart, Esq., of New York, who appeared for the 
slave and servant, as their counsel. 

The 8rst article of the newConstitntion of New Jersey, of Septem- 
ber, 1844, is entitled "biohts asd PBiriLKBEa." 

"All men are bynatnrefree and independent, and have certain 
□atoral and inalienable rigbta, among which sre those of enjoying 
and defending life and liberty, acquiring, posses^ng and proteetlag 
proparty, and of pannlDg and obtaining rafety and happineaa." 
12* 
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It wu snppOBtd there were from wren bnndred to one thoruand 
alftTM, and from twenty-five linndred to three thouund Hi-Vftot( Ot 
more, whose liberties were inTolved ia the argoment uid deoiirion of 
these oauoH, u well as the instjtutlfin itaelC 

AROUUEin'. 

Alvan Stewart, Esq., arose and invoiced the kind conside- 
rstiOtt of this Court, while lie endeavored to break into a new, 
and ahnoBt nncoltiTated region, to explore and tnveBtigate the 
long neglected ri^te of man to hia own body and bouL l^e 
ooorts of onr oouDtry had eonnded the depths of human 
learning, and all the vast stores of history, and the remains 
of antiquity had been overhanled, sifted and analyzed, with 
metaphysical sagacity, to determine with jndicial accuracy, 
all the rights which men had to property, lands and tene- 
ments, corporeal and incorporeal. Everything in the shape 
of hnman acquisition had been again and again labored and 
belabored by the highest talents of the land, until learning 
and genius could do no more, to add to man's posaessions ; 
while the great right of man to fUmself, while innooent of 
$df-owna-»kip, under all circumstances, is a great question, 
-which has rather been grazed than lifted up, ahunned than 
embraced, or duly conmdered, in all its mighty amplitude, 
and itB solemn importance ; and then only at distant periods 
of time, and under the greateet disadvantage in point of time, 
place, position and circumstance. The controversies about 
lands and estates, and the personal rights (^ fi-eemen, with 
all the subtle ramifications of the schoolmen, of various legal 
questions of our age, have been pressing the highest jndidal 
fornms of our land for dedsion, and constitute much of the 
drudgery of counsel, luid labor of the judges. A modem 
legal opinion of counsel or judge ia, that it is hi» opinion that 
he lias clearly discovered what was the o^mon of Chief 
Justice Uanefield, or Lord Tburlow, on this qaeftion, when 
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Lord M,, or Lord T. saw fit to expreea an opinion on this 
sabject. 

ConBidering the mighty qnesdons of human liberty placed 
under the control of twenty-seven State constitutions, their 
laws, and the Federal Constitution and acts of Congress, and 
the ten thousand forms in which hmnau liberty may be 
abused, from the most horrible slavery, to the slightest in- 
vasion of a trespass ; it seems passing belief, to be t<Ad, 
there is not one volume of reports, arguments and deciaionB, 
toncliing the great inalienable rights of man, invaded as they 
are, by communities, states, and individuals, as a regular 
commerce carried on in crushed and violated human rights, 
assaolted in every direction, overthrown, trodden under foot 
as they are, at every step and angle of passing life. The at- 
tention of our countrymen seems to have been turned to the 
contingencies and appurtenances ofonr race, rather than to 
man, and the elevation of the race itself. Congress has shown 
more anxiety to protect the hats, the boots, and the ooaia 
which men wear, than the heads they cover, the bodies they 
surround, and the feet they inclose. That grave ajuemUy 
can dispute from Christmas to dog-days, about the tariff^ 
protection, free trade, and revenue, while a petition to 
abolish slavery in the District of Columbia, to give a man to 
himself, a wife to a husband, and children to their parents, ia 
received with profound astonishment as a moral anomaly, 
and when the House has recovered from its surjHise, the peti- 
tion being so completely at right angles with the course of 
a RepubUcan Congress, that unread, unprinted, nndebated, 
and undecided, it is ordered to lie upon the table, until the 
clerk removes it to its sepulchral silence in one comer of the 
capitol, to rest with the other entombed memorials of a 
nation's dishonored humimity. 

Nothing has been held so cheap as our common hnnianity, 
OD a national average. If every man had his aliquot pro- 
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portion of the injustice done in this land, b; lav and TioleoM^ 
the present freemen of the northern section TOnld, nun/ of 
them, commit suicide in self-defenee, and would ootut the 
Uberties awarded by Ali Pasha of Egypt to his snbjwts. 
Long ere tliis, we shoold have tested, in behalf of our bleed- 
ing and crushed American brothers of every hue and ci^n- 
plezioD, every new constitadon, custom, or praotlo«, by 
whioh inhumanity was si^posed to be upheld, the injustioe 
and cruelty they contained emblazoned before the great 
tribunal of mankind for condemnation; and the good and 
avulabte power they possessed, for the relief^ deiivarapoe, 
wad elevation of opprrased men, permitted to sbiiie forth 
from under the cloud, for the refreshment of the human 
race. 

Yet these hiws and constitntiona should have long er» this 
felt the weight of judicial presaure, aad their good or evil 
been made prominent to the men of America, and the Iveadth 
and depth of the stream of national justice aBoertaased, so 
that we might know the exact distance between our ael£ 
gloriScaUous on our pompous anniTersaries, and the pre- 
tended magnitude of our personal liberties, as compared witb 
the stem and inexorable mandates of judicial deoreea ; or 
what was the difference between an abstract dogma of liberty, 
and a practical decidon of tyranny. 

Alas I sud Mr. S., how vast the distance between an ab- 
straction and a practicality 1 Oh I when shall we see that 
glorious day, when the lion and the lamb shall lie down to- 
gether? that day when the law, with its mercy, shall be 
extended to all, when none shall be so poweriul as to over> 
ride its injunctions, none so lov) as to fall beneath its meroiful 
protection ; defending all in their possessions ; the rich man 
in bis castle, the poor man in his liberty, and the value of hia 
labor, whether in the wilderness or in the city, cm the high- 
way or m the closet ■ let this hiw of llbOTtiy braoe tiie atroi^. 
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msn on Ma jooraey, and its precionB breathiDgs fiB the Inngs 
of the infant in the cradle. 

Oh, for the glorious day when we shall have freedom for 
aS, wi^es for labor, education for all, mercy to all, justice for 
all, and Qod's religion la all I It was a horrid thought, that 
in the nineteeUi centnry there should be found educated men 
who were so weak, or bo ignorant, as to suppose the title to 
the great, inahenable, God-given rights of life, liberty, and 
the pursoit of happiness, depended npon the complexion of a 
human bong, whether white, black, brown, red, or in com- 
Innationa of these, with curled or long hair, thick or thin Ups ; 
the body is the casket, the sonl, the immortal mind, is the 
jewel. The jewels are homogeneous, the caskets may be in- 
finitely ^Tcrsilled. To deny the existence of the jewel, &om 
the casket's being more or less plain than some other we 
have seen (when we know the jewel is within), is not more 
absurd than to make a man's right to liberty depend npon 
the color of his skin. But, snch is the raw material of apo> 
logies for gross wickedness, and the vileneas of the material 
is never improved by its mannfacture. The raw material, its 
manufacture, the manufacturer, and the consumer, of such 
strange productions, ought to be bottled and hermetically 
sealed, where they might be seen through a glass case as 
certain Iubub nattirw, or 03 a calf with two tails and no 
head, are seen in some of our museums. 

In order to understand the blessings which the new con- 
stitution of this State confers on the subject of liberty, it may 
not be amiss to look, for a few moments, at the past ages of 
the world, on the subject of slavery, and see how the men of 
antiquity saw and treated thi^ terrible perversion of human 
rights. The ancient worid, before the advent of our blessed 
Saviour, was filled with this awful crime. AU pagan lands 
aboooded with idolatry and slavery. But the glorious new 
r«K|^on, wbererer it made a lodgment, aaudgt cruel soonrg- 
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inga, Uie fiigot and the flame, th6 blook and the crofls, the 
dungeon and the gibbet, obtained the ascendenoy^ ; and thia 
dreadful institatioD 6^ before the mercy of the cross. 
From the conTcnion of Constanttne in the fonrth oraturj', 
notil the twelfth, Christiamty fought her victorious battle 
with slavery, and came off conqneror, and drove it from the 
entire regions of continental Enrope, or wherever Christianity 
obtained a foothold throaghont Christendom. To be sore, 
there existed, owing to the Feadal Law, a sort of serf- 
dom, in some oonntries, which was di&rent in applicstum 
aod character {torn the chattelbood of slavery. Time &i]ji to 
tdl how the various devices of pope, pontic Inshops, ecole- 
uastioal councils, decrees of oonndls, of kings, diets, and par- 
liaments, accomplished, during what is called the dark ages, 
this most glorions work. 

But the ever-memorable year of 1492 came, forever to be 
reckoned the most wonderful in the hiatory of our race unoe 
onr Saviour was bom — a new world was discovered by Chris- 
topher Columbus, the grandest man of his race. 

The human passions burst into a mighty flame, fed by tiM 
accursed thirst of gold, discovery, and conquest. The 
peaceable and inoffensive red man of the islands of the An- 
tilles was forced as a slave to do work in the fields and in the 
mines ; ani of that age of innocent red men, a whole genera- 
tion found that mercy in death, which their Spanish con- 
querors denied them. The good Las Casaa, moved by a 
oonsiderate sympathy for the red man, absurdly reconk- 
mended to his prince and country, to repeal slavery as to Uie 
red man who could not endure its cruelty, and in lieu, abduct 
and kidney laborers from the Jjuming tropica of Africa ; and 
from 1620 this dreadful wound was opened in the side of 
Africa, which has continued from year to year, and fi^m cen- 
tory to century, to flow on without intermission, until this 
very hoar. For more than 800 years has Africa beoi d^ 



D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



8LA.TSRT nr HXW JBUET. S79 

Spoiled of her people by the kidn&ppers from the nataons of 
Ohristendom, until Christendom in three centoriea had made 
it the loM of nations'to rob the men of A&ica of life, liberty, 
and the parauit of happiness, and made and revived the ex- 
tinct law of slavery, and with armed banda marched into de- 
fenceless villain on the Senegal and Gambia, set their haU- 
tations at midnight on fire, uid with pistols, swords, fetten 
and ropes, parsoed and overtook the distracted people and 
bound and sent them to this continent amidst hanger, thirst, 
contagion, disease, and death, the survivors in tbe jarate's 
ship, and in a land of strangers, they were sold to ing out 
li& oa the plantation of the hangbty, the thankless, and the 
croeL By sooh deplorable means has this continent fought 
agamst her own prosperity. 

Mr. Stewart then s^d he had two oases in hia mind, which 
illustrated what all knew respecting slavery, and few whose 
opinions were entitled to respect would dare deny them. 

Said he, lifting his head and taming to the northeast, di- 
recting all to look, and see what they conld behold on the 
last day of November, 1620, on the confines of the Grand 
Banks of Newfoundland— -lo 1 I b^old one little solitU7 
tempest-tost and weather-beaten ship, it is all that ean be 
seen on the length and breadth of the vast intervening soli- 
tudes J from the melanollbly wilds of Labrador and New 
England's iron-bound shores, to the western eoasts of Ireland 
and the rock-defended Hebrides, bnt one lonely ship greets 
the eye of angels or of men, on this great thoroughfare of 
nations in our age. Next in moral grandeur was this ship 
to the great discoverer's ; Columbus found a Continent ; the 
Mayflower brought the aeed^htat of states and empire. 
That is the Mayflower, with its servants of the Living God, 
their wives and little ones, hastening to lay the foundations 
of nations in the oooideutal lands of the setting sun. Hear, 
thu -nAat of pr^er to Ood, for his protection, and the glorioua 
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mario of praise, w It lM-Mki into the vUd tcmpMt of Ilia 
mighty deep, upon the ear of God. Here in this ehip are 
great and good men. Justice, meroy, honumitj, reapect f<a 
the rights of all ; each man honored, as he was nseftil to him- 
flelf and othura ; labor-respecting, law-abiding men, conetitn- 
tion-maldng and reapeoting-nien ; men whom no tynot ooold 
eonqoer, or iiardahip overoome, with the high commisa<Mi 
sealed by a spirit DiTiiie, to establish rdigioss and political 
liber^ for all. This ship had the embryo-dements of aH 
.that is nsefiil, great and grand in northern institntiona ; it 
ma the great type of goodness and wisdtnn, illnstratod in 
two and a quarUtr oenturies gone by ; it was the good geniaa 
c^ America. 

Bat, look &r in the southeast, and yon behold on the same 
day in 1620, a low, rakjeh ahip hastoning from the tr<qriGs, 
aolitary and alone, to the K^ew World ; what ia she ? She is 
ftei^ted with the elements of nnmized evil ; hark 1 hear those 
rattling chains, bear that cry of despair and wail of aBguish 
as they die away in tbe nnpitying distance. Listen to those 
shocking oaths, the crack of that fleeh-cutting whip. Ah 1 it 
is the first cargo of elaves on their way to Jamestown, Tir- 
gini^ Behold the Mayflower anchored at Plymouth rook, 
the slave ship in James River. Each a parent, one of the 
prosperooB, labor^onoring, Isw-suAMning institntioDs of ttte 
North ; the other the mother <^ slavery, idleness, lyDob4aw, 
ignorance, unpaid labor, poverty, and daelling, despotism, 
the ceaseless swing of the whip, and the peonliar institntiona 
of the South. These Bhij« are the representation of good and 
evil in the New World, even to our day. When shall one of 
those parallel lines come to an end ? 

Mr, Stewart then proceeded to the definition and origin of 
the word slave. He cited the encyclopedia under title, slave, 
as authority. The word, according to Vossius, is derived 
iVom tekanUf the name of a Scythian people, called the Sda- 
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▼onL The Boidbbb called slareB aavi, from Mnxxre, to j^j> 
or Mttw, beiog SDoh as were not killed in battle, bnt vere 
saved to work of yield money. A elare bred in a bmily was 
called v«ma, howe onr vord vemaei^ar, or the Blave'i 
tfmgue. 

A B<aiwu slave beiog set free, took tfae aoffiovava ol his 
master &^ liis anr or sir-oame, and his slave name for his 
Christiwi — henoe, onr anmEme means the name of the lord 
or sir. So onrioaaly has Blar^7 interwoTen itself in the affairs 
of men, that all men are made most angularly to feel the dis- 
graoe of the institntion in their paternal name. The Romans 
bad those called mercemirii, who had been rich, but having 
become poor, sold themselves for a time. 

The Greeks had those called Prodigals, who, having lost 
thidr elates by their extravagance, were sold to discharge 
their debts by law, for a h»nger or shorter time. Delinquents 
to the revenue, or on&ithfol subtreasurers of the Koman Eni' 
pire, were sent to the oar as slaves. But Tacitos describes the 
moat remarkable slaves ("Be Moribns Germanoram,") cidled 
enthuuasts, who were gamblers, who having staked and lost 
thdr money, goods and lands, finally staked their own bodies, 
and if they lost, the strong and the young lifted np their 
hands and received the fetters thereon, from the aged and 
weak, tatd were marched off forthwith to the slave market 
and sold by the winner as Blavea for life. This was done 
mider the code of a gambler's honor. 

Those are the two kinds, among the ancients, of slavery, 
vfdiuitary and involuntary. Some think slavery did not exist 
b^re the flood. But Alexander Pope thinks differently, and 
Bays: 

" Frond Nimrod firat the bloody chafle began, 
A mighty hnatet and his prey was man." 

A man has bo right to sell himself^ and if he had, he could 
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not bind his poatcrity . A msn is not aHoved to kSI hinm^ f 
£lac. Book I, O. 14 ; Monietguitufs Spirit o/Xatoa, b. 16, 
c. 2, and 6. Both say, if a man might be tak«i in war and made 
a Hlave, this war-right of tha captor could not extend to the 
captives posterity. TbiB alone woold abcdigh alaverj. The 
Romaaa exeroiBed the power of li& and death over a slave. 
So do slBveholden ia the United States nndra- o^lain oironm- 
Btancea ; if the slave refase to work, he, the master, may, by 
slave law, whip and beat, him imtil he is dead, notesB he snb- 
mit« to go to wwk ; or if a slave att«mpt to nm away, and 
tlie master commaoda him to stop, and he refoaes, the master 
may shoot him down, and the slave taws of more tlian ten 
States say, amen. The Romans were very omel, and had an 
island in the Tiber, where by law, they might send otd, tiedeta 
and tick ulaves to starve to death or die. It said as an evidence 
of slavery's hardening of the heart to haman sufibring, that the 
elder Cato sold his saperannoated slaves for any price rMJier 
than maintun them. The Romans had slave dungeons under 
ground, called " ei^astola," whei^ the slaves were worked in 
chains. The same in SioUy, which country was cultivat«d by 
slaves in chains. Eonos and Athenio excited an ingnrrection 
of 60,000 slaves and broke up the dnnge<»s. 

But we are more immediately interested in the light in 
whioh our English ancestors viewed these great qnestiims of 
human rights, and we have derived most of our ideas of law 
and liberty from that interesting source. The case of Somer- 
set., to be found m the 20th vol. of British State Tri^s, also 
in Long's Reports and Burrows', is one of manifold Interest. 
It was justly said by that great lawyer and civilian, Mr. Har- 
grave, the counsel of the slave Somerset, though greatly aided 
in his brief by that eminent philanthropist, Oranville Sharp, 
*' that slavery corrupts the morals of the master by freeing 
him from those restraints so necessary for the control of the 
hnmtui passions, so beneficial in promoting the jnvctice 
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and confirming the habit of Tirtne." It is often dangeroTU 
to tiie master, as exciting implacable resentraeotB on the part 
of the slave. 

^Twycommtuiicatea aH tJie afllietionB of life to its victim 
withoat leaving Boarc« any of the pleaeures ; it depresses the 
excelknce of the slave's nature, hj denyin^to the dave the 
ordinary means of improTement and elevation in the social 
scale of existence ; it briogs forth the gross, mahgnant, cmel, 
mean, deceitful and hypocritical p<ations of hnman nature, 
without a counterpoise or a power of suppression. The slave 
u always the natural and implacable enemy of the State ; he 
(Xwes it nothing but deadly hate. 

Instead of the Constitntion and the ]an« being his shield 
imd his inheritance, tbey are employed to strip him of his 
natural n^Oa, of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, 
. existing antecedent to all human compacts ; and what should 
be employed for his protection and defence in the shape of 
law, is used tor his prostration and destmction. It is the 
element of constant fear to the family and the State, and is 
therefore real weakness to the State fiom the constant appre- 
henuon from insurrection at home, or invasion from abroad, 
when it is alw^s expected the stave will range himself in the 
ranks of the invader of the land. The slave has no country, 
no real home for which he will fight. Judge of the surprise 
of General La&yette, when on the first day of being intto- 
duoed to the American Congress in Philadelphia, in the sum- 
mer of 1777, he listened to the extraordinary request of 
South Carolina to be released from raising and equipping the 
quota of troops designed by Congress to be raised by that 
State as her proportion in the eventful stru^e of the Revo- 
lution, on the ground that if she spared that number of troops 
firooi the State, it was feared that there might be a servile 
uisorrecdon; that it was necessary the troops should remain 
St home to reetrsin a domestio eaemy in her own bosom. IS 
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ill the States hid be^i snderthe weight of BUTeryMke SoulJi 
Cuoliu, our Ind^endenoe coold never have been achieved. 
Sach States as Sontb Carc^a may bloater and threaten their 
brethren in time of peace with nolMfieation and revt^ndon, 
but when wat comes, her power to act ont of her own twri- 
tory will be in tfae uiveiae ratio of tfas noise and threats she 
made in time of peace. The ^emj of her own household 
will furnish a good market, cot only for her capabilitiee bat 
her courage. If the home market is the best one, she 
will find one at her own doOT, as ample as her prodnctions 
may be abondant. 

In the late war, about midsummer of 1614, this nalaon 
was overwhelmed with shame, grief and satoniehment, at the 
oiptnre and sack of the city of Washington, by a body of 
British tro(^>s, soldiers, sailors, and marines. 

The public authorities had sufficient notice of the enemy's 
intmitioc, the militia of the three cities of the District, and 
ei the surrounding counties in the adjacent portioiiB cf the 
old States of Vii^^inia and Maryland, could have driven the 
British foree into the sea, had not a report been nniTersally 
wcnlated on the morning of the battle, and on the battle- 
ground at Bladensburgh, Uiat the slaves of the District and 
of tiie adjacent counties, from which the militia were drawn 
for the defence of Washington, were to rise that day in 
iosDrrectiou in the absence of Uieir masten. The moment the 
British aj^roached our troops, Preddent Madison, with this 
Seoretarieaof the Departments, fied IVom position to position, 
abandoning, aa all who know the ground may see, one &Tor»- 
ble place after another, and finally retreated eight miles, from 
Bladensbni^h to Washington, and at last the retreat became 
a general roat ; each man having his mind on the danger he 
feared in his own house or plantation from the insurrection 
of bis slaves, rather tiian the immediate work of defending 
tfae Ciqiitol of the nation. This is a perfect solution of that 
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dugr»c«AiI affair. It was the tuttinl oonseqneDce vliiflh ibe 
weskneas of & setrile popaluioii creates, and the fear ui a 
day of adversity which it will ins^e, 

Mr. S., Boid he leaned the oaiiBe of our disaater in 1816, 
while going over the groond of this disgracelol reUreat, witb 
a general, who waa a lirigadier on that mortifyiag day, md 
who assgned the abore reasons to him as the cause of thig 
most Bham^al result. 

John Locke declared a ri^t to preserre life is inalieaable ; 
that freedom from the exerciH of arbitmry power is esientiftl 
for the exercise of this right. 

In the sixth year of the reign of Edward m., 1SS4, a law 
WBS enacted declaring that all idle Tagabonda shonld be 
made slaves, fed on bread and water or small drink, and 
r^uae meal, and shoold wear an iron ring aronnd their necks 
and legs, and should be compelled by beating, chaining and 
otherwise,' to perform the work assigned, were it never so 
vile ; the spirit of the English nation could not brook this, 
as applied to the most abandoned rogues, and repealed the 
law in two years after ita enactment. Bnt Botiiiag places the 
- judiciary of England on h^her ground, than its patient 
work in extirpating villen^e &om England. ' It was an inst^ 
tation connected with the ieudal system, and the Sonatia 
Conqaest of 1060, and the other conquests obtained in pre> 
vioua ages, and was nearly allied to slavery, in everything bol 
the name, so that it ia supposed that at one p^od, there 
were not less than three qoirters of the popalatioD of ibo 
kingdom, who were either villeins regardant, or viUdns m 
gross. The dishonor of such a state of things has been so 
deeply felt by thousands, who are descendants of these bond- 
men in England, and who now rank high in the sct^ of 
society, that there is rather a desire to coneeal than reveal 
the odious state in which oar ancestors existed ; therefdre, 
David Ham* aod Six William KaokatMie are very n^igcrdlj" 
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in dealii^ out infomurtioii (m kh infiimoaB and obBolete insti- 
tntion, lo homilittting to oar lUUMietore, and homUmg to theor 
descendants. 

Bat, to nnderstand the temlsle bardslnps endnred and sn^ 
fered by onr anoestors, for many generatioiiB, and the glorions 
way of their deliTeranoeby the judges of England, may famish 
US with valnnble deductions, which may be a]q>lied to solve any 
difficulty growing ont of the caaees nnder' consideration, by 
Iwtrp'i'g what nae a conrt may make of la*B to establish justice. 

A villein in blood and by tenure was one whom the lord 
might whip and imprison. The villein ccnld acquire no pro- 
perty except for the lord. " Quidguid acqwiritur aervo, 
acgviriiuF domino." A villein regardant passed with tiie 
land of his lord, on which he lived m a kind of property like 
the trees, but might be severed and sold when the lord 
pleased. — Co. Jdttttton, 117 a. If he was a vilknn in gnws, 
he was an hereditamaat, or chattel real, according to the 
lord's interat, being deaoendabte to the heir, when the lord 
was abednte owner of the soil, and the executor, whea the lord 
^as possessor for only a term of years. I^e common law 
held, if both parents were villeins, or the &ther only, the issue 
were villeins. The child at common law fidlowed the condi- 
tion of the fether. Partus tequitvr patrtm ; while the oiril 
law held, Partua teguitur v&ttretn. Tlierefore, it waa a 
d^)artiire from all prineiide, for the slaveholders of the United 
Stat«s, who, if they inherited anything from Skigland, 
iidierited the common law, to snbstitnte the prindple of tht 
dvil law, becanse they conld make more money by it, and 
say the child in davery ehonld fi^ow the condition of the 
mother, when the common law said it ^ould f<:^ow the 
&ther I Bat why reason on a raibjeet, when bmte force and 
selfishness stand in the place of right reason and truth ? Had 
the doctrine of the common law been followed, slavery, from 
its maHattoiuH^ a signifioanqy of the times, would have been 
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in its kut qvarter. The object of drawing Hub all bnt obso- 
lete leuiiing irom past oeBtories, vaa not to make a pnblic 
parade for the sake of its etraiigenesa ; bat to shoir in the 
great struggle, in past t^es, Isetween elaverj and liberty, 
how the judiciary of England conducted itself in those 
encounters between the powers of light and darkness. 

The Courts of Law in the British Isles, from the Conquest 
down, employed every intendment of humanity, every devioe, 
every fiction, in behaif of the nnfortonate ser£ One rule 
was, for the couit always to presume in &vor of liberty ; but . 
in some thirteen States of our Union, if a man is of A&ican 
descent, be is presumed a slave, until the victim proves a 
n^ative. In England, the onus probandi lay on him who 
asserted slavery or viUenage. K a villein prosecnted a writ 
of Somine JBepleffiando against his lord, on the trial the lord 
had to prove affirmatively that the pluntiff was his villein, 
and the villein, though the plaintiff, might stand still iu conrt 
till that was done by the defendent. The lord's remedyfor a 
fugitive villeiu was the writ NiUivo Sabendo, or Ifeifty. If 
the lord seized the villein by hia writ of NtUivo Sdbendo, 
the viUdn procured the writ of Momine M^ilegiando, or 
Idbertate Probanda. 

By the writ of Nativo Sab&ndo, the master asserted 
slavery, and if the master was once nonsuited, he could never 
sae the serf again, and the viil^ might plead the record of 
nonsutt aa a perpetnal bar. Kot so, if the villein was Don- 
sqitedon the writ o{Somi7%eS^iieffi<mdo,OTjCibertat4^o- 
banda. He might sue again for his liberty, and the record 
of nonsuit, if made ten times or more agunst him, eonld 
never be pleaded or used against him. The slightest mistake 
on the part of the lord, or aoddent, was laid hold of by the 
court to defeat the recovery of the lord. — Somerset Cata, 
20th vol of Haflwell*8 State Trials. So this honorable conrt 
of New Jersey eboBid do, nnder tlie new constitirtion of thto 
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State— the eoiutitBtionsd<q)ted by the people in 1841. This 
ooart, in acoordance with the noble example of England's 
judiciary, Bhonld make every intendment in behalf of yonr 
bondmen, as bettreen the seUMi and erael demand of slavery 
nid the ceaselefls cry of liberty. Give the slave the benefit 
of every seorablo donbt, vhitjh may olond the mind of this 
honorable coart. 

Sneing, or being sued by a villein, freed him. The lord's 
grantdng him an imparlance, mannmitted him, or asking an 
imparlance of the villein did the same. Almost the last case 
ef viBenage r^XMted, vas near the year 1000, on the aeoen^ 
■ion of James I. Cronch's case is reported in Dyer. All of 
these obstmetions throvn in the \ruj of this sort of slavery, 
are most interesting legal relics of servitnde, shoiring thti 
metaphysical dress in whidi it was clothed by our sabtle and 
ingenioofl ancestors. These were patterns of extinct &diions 
of opinions, now only to be found in the ponderons tomes of 
antiquity, garnered up in the library of the legal antiquarian ; 
as the visors, steel and brass armor, of the 10th oentniy, di^ 
olose to us the mode and a|q>earanoe of tho knights on the 
field of battle in the days of chivjdry. 

To establish villenage, the villwn must be proved sudi by 
two other male villeins, ta> eodem tHrpe, from the same stock, 
or the villm might confer in open conrt, being a court of 
record, that he was one. The female villein was not allowed 
her testimony to prove a man a villein. A villein was cdkd 
natitmtt as well as viOaruu, fixnn the lord's villa, natiftHS 
from bdng £nmd on the b(»1 — a native. The lord, on deda9^ 
ing on a writ jffativo Saiendo, had to bring his two witnesses 
with him at the same instAit be declared, and if he did not,' 
tho viUein went forever free. A man might plead bastardy, in 
himself^ &ther, gnmd&titer or ancestors, and if the plea be 
tme, that, alone, manumitted the viUdit, for tbe,;!IAM nulKus 
utfiiuajx^i. Forif thflrBW«fa]hik0fil]c^itimMiy,itset' 
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-tbfl line of desoendaate from the butard free, b«oaase the lord 
conid not show that he was the boq of his bondmen in par- 
tionlar. 

Another plea of the TiUein was called adcentiff' by tiie 
^Normaii French Law, ehowing that a person vbs bom off 
from the manor, and if true, it set the man and his descend- 
ants free. 

Sir Hiomaa Gmntfaam, abont the year 1684, bonght a 
monster in the East Indies, and brought him to England as a 
show. The monster had, growing- on his breast, the entire 
parte of a ehild, except its }iead. The monster being carried 
tiirongh the kingdom as a show, vas baptized, and he 
bronght a writ of Sbmine Hepkgiando against his master, 
and was set free. 

I have done with Tillenage in England — Huch in a dark age 
was the view whidi learned jnriBts and judges took of this 
important matter. The judiciary in many conntries have 
been, at different periods of dvilization, the last branch of 
hntnan government, to feel the force of popular opinion, in 
behalf of liberty, or employ its power in accelerating the 
march of freedom, or the overthrow of strongholds of forti- 
fied oppresaioD. It is not a matter of complunt that the 
judidary is the hold-back power of the State, or conservative 
JB its diaraoter, but with all that, it has a high misdon to 
disohairge on the part of liberty. And the English jndiciary 
have diowa the world daring tliose dark i^es what they 
understood to be contained in their oommisaiouB, touching 
Ei^Jand's bondmen, even, under the iron rule of the haughty 
Korman and his imperious descendants, who, by ri^ts of 
ccmquest, and by the subserviraicy of supple parliaments con- 
nected with the i^;ency of the Feudal System, had reduced 
fosT'^fths of the inhabitants of England to the condition of 
villeins regardant, and villeins in gross, attached to the soil, 
or tiie person of some grandee of the realm, as slaves, whom 
13 
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their lord nught eoonige, sell, or transfer with tiie ainl, or tt 
Trill. 

The judlGiarjr of EnglaDd became the Temple of Meroy to 
vhich these unfortunate bondmen cast their implonag eym 
for relief through a Bucoessioii of five cruel centuriee, during 
cdgbteeu generations of men. The courts of English law 
during this long period, emjJoyed all the aubtiletiea, fictions, 
and preaumptionB, in which the English Law abounds, in 
behalf of the liberty of these grossljr injured men, so that at 
last, the sublime moral spectacle was presented to this world, 
of manjr unrepealed statutes, and.the common law sUll in fnQ 
force in &vor of villenago, while the bloody useless fettm 
hung ou the tyrant's dungeon walU, but the last bondman of 
the three-fourths of the population of a mighty kingdom was 
enfranchised from captivity, by force of England's glorious 
judidary alone. The Icing, and iron-mailed barons, the land- - 
owners, »id man-holders, were foiled, and their prey taken 
from their power by the resolution of the judges, who, being 
determined, did administer ytwttce thnrngh tAe law. 

Montesquieu says that Aristotle, in reasoning to sustain 
slavery as derived from war, cites authorities from barbarous 
ages, and appears in this matter as onphilosophical as he doei 
in the nature of the thing. The war-power to be the sourca 
of a right, when the war is prosecuted for no other motive 
except the value of the captive, is as rational as to give the 
robber title to his spoil, because he had the courage to take 
it — making a crime the most bold and daring, the parent (tf a 
civil right. Behold bleeding Africa, for three hundred years 
her wounded ude has flowed, and yet flows on, unstauDohed 
by the humanity of the nations. Behold this acoursed crine 
which has crawled up with brutal impndence, and entbroned 
itself as one amongst the laws of nations. Xawt of nation* f 
What was this law of natictns ? That Christendom had a 
oommon right to plunder, bum, murder^ enslave irredeesn- 
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My, and make property of the inhabitanta of t)uit ill-&ted 
continent, in and throagh all coming generations of their pofl- 
terity, A law of nations! that all law, jnatice, mercy, 
hnmamty, should be anspended, as to one qnarter of the 
f^obe ; a laui of nations, that piracy, murder, fraud, araon, 
Udnapinng, ravishment and Btealing, should be considered 
lawfiil aa an injunction of the la^ of nations, to be honored-^ 
rad obeyed. A lav of nations directly at war with every 
otiier law conatitating tbat code ; a law of nations, striking 
jHstice down, and sending it into eternal banishment from the 
world, enbrertisg the decalf^ne of Ood, blaspheming Omni' 
{totence, brandishing the powers of perdition in the &ce of 
tlie AUseeing, calling this bold defiance of the Almighty, the 
bw of nations I Out upon snoh Infinite perversion, such 
inespre^ible criminality. Russia, Prussia, Holland, Austria, 
■ England, France, Sardinia and the United States, in the last 
forty years, as it regards themselves, by treaty and legisla- 
tion, have abolished their respective portions in this frightfiil 
bw of nations, while Spun, Portugal and Brazil, three of 
die baaest kingdoms of evth, are now retrograding into the 
dftrlmesfl of barbarism and in&my, and witbont competition 
»re now almost the eichuive proprietors of this law of 
aationa and its abonnding mminality. Look at Spun three 
hundred and fifty-three years ^o, as she stood on the day of 
Ooltonbns' discovery, bead and shoulders above the powers 
of Europe. Conquest, avarice, slavery and idleness, which 
Ae introduced to the new world, re-acted on her, and in 
<»ir day, she baa been stripped of her mines, her provinces, 
Ttceroyalties, kingdcMna and one half of a continent, and is 
BOW reduced to the isUnd of Cuba, with its crimes of flowing 
btood, slavery, idleness and avarice ; these relatives have been 
ptmiBhed in so signal a manner, in the case of Spain, by Him 
vho roles the destinies of naticms, that to deny it, is a proof 
HuA oar ignoranoe is only sorpaased by onr inM^ty. 

D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



SBB ALTAs sanrAxt. 

Tbe ooort will pardon me in these remarks, -wluoh ia tite 
irst instance may appear remote from this qneation, yet when 
we oonrider tlie character <tf the humaa mind, they will all be 
foand to ' bear on the great qaestion in the Constitation of 
t^ StatCb What do we mean hy liberty and independence? 
Infinitely absurd to say, a man has power even in himsetfi 
by contract, to dispose of his own liberty and aU tiie limits 
he poaeesses. Society has claims on hSm, his wife, his (did- 
dien, and bis God, whicQi he cannot cancel hj selling himsdf 
to another. Tea, c(Hiung generations have a voice in tibe 
question. He has no more right to sell his body than he hn 
to commit suicide, for, by so doing, he passes bom msolwod 
to thing, OF ohattelbood, and beoomes a piece of breatliing 
property. The great rights of manhood are not given to na 
by oar Creator, to give, sell, and barter away, ^e powers 
of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, cannot be re-- 
signed to a power inferior, to that of the one, from vskom 
they have been received. 

As to the oon^derstion that might be given for those Ood- 
inhwiled rights, described in your Constitution, as insHeoa- 
ble, who is rich eoongli to bay t^m, who is able t<An^e 
title to than ? Suppose that some CnHias owned tiiis osn- 
tment, and Uie mines of Oolconda, and should offer them to 
me to become his slave, according to the laws of S<«tb- 
Carolina and Lonimsna ; at the same instant, be ezeeutca fi>r 
the eonsMeration of my person, a deed of the condnent aad 
mines to me, and I ezeonte to him a deed of my body. The 
pundiaaer of me, by the operation of tiie slave laws, insbamly 
becomes repossessed of what passed to me by grant, under 
the maxim that the slave and all he bath, or may find or 
aoqnire, bdongeth to the master, therefore, I the sUve woidd 
Eay, that the consideration having fiuled, and by operation of 
law, my master having become reseixed of his continent aad 
mines, I am free ^^in. Thus, it wpnld be foimd imjiosaUie 
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to make a bargain resting upon equity, for the sale of one's 
person, as the whole sabject revolves in a circle of nerer- 
m^g absurdities, justice leaving the parties where it found 
them : inan with equal Hnooesa having attempted to quadrate 
tile circle, create perpetual motion, and make a contract for 
the sale of a man, by his own agreement, on conaiderstlon of 
value for value received by the slave upon the principles of 
slaveholdiug law 1 If a man could not perform the act of 
making himself a slave, bow conld another do it for him, or a 
StaM or a government, without doiog an act repugnant to 

.'that taw of nature spoken of ia the first ardcle of your new 
ConstitalioDf 

When I Implied for these writs otSi^eag Corpus some 
days sinoe, to one branch of this court, it was remarked by 
one meonber of the oosrt, that this case would require great 
oooaideration from its effect on the towns of this State, as it 
night sabject sud towns to the muutenance of woni-oiit, 
aged and infirm slaves, in the shape of paupers. That oon- 
tingen^ is posdble, bat forms no ground against awarding 
to the bondmeo that constitutional justice, so long widiheld 

' hy %e conseot of these towns, as well as the araricions 
maaterB. It was argued in the Somerset case by Mr. Don- 
ning, the counsel of the claimant of Somerset, that if thii 
riave was set firee by the judgment of the court, there' were 
then at large fourteen thousand slaves in England, bdonging 
to gentlemen in the West Indies, who, for their own eonve- 
nieuce, had In-oaght them to England, and vahdng them at 
£S0 per head, they would amount to £700,000, or tS,fiOO,000. 
What was the memorable reply of Lord Mansfield ? It was, 
" that a man's natural relations go with him everywhere, bis 
municipal, to the bounds of the country of faia abode." And 
in answer to the suggestion of a loss by the proprietors of 
the 14,000 negro slaves in England, said X4ord Mansfield, 
"ws Aotie no authorilj/ to regulate the eoTtdUioM on toAJcA 
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law ahaS operate. We cannot direct the law, tbe Uw mnt 
direct ns." 

So, the arffumentum ab inconvenienti ehoold not apply in 
this case. If these slaves have been worn oat by the consent 
of the pnblic, if that public have folded their arms in silence, 
and witnessed the robbery of these men, irom year to yew, 
of their earnings (which might have supported them in tiie 
evening of life), it is right that the Same pnUio shonld eap- 
port th«m when they can tcul no more in the ^oyment of 
their just liberty. For it is always dangeroos to mw to see 
liberty stmck down in others, and because they do not taste 
its bitterness personally, passively to look on wiUioot resist- 
ance It will sooner or later strike back on themselree. Tbaib 
man is not worthy of liberty, who will not fly to, the rescne 
of his brot^r when he sees his freedom struck down ta 
mssailed. Our liberties are always invaded when the hnmbleit 
iodividoal is deprived of Ms, without our making all the 
resistance within our power. 

At the time of the argnmentof the Somerset case, in 1111, 
the world was full of slavery, especsaUy the West Indies, and 
the 0(4onieq of this oondnent — it was tolerated in alL %tit 
behi^ what may be done by the indomitable perseveranoe 
of one man, if that man be Graaville Sharpe. He was a 
gentlSman of small means, but of a great heart, and had for 
S(mie time made the study (^ human rights a subject of great 
consideration. He had read, thought, and written in th^ 
behalf and was the prosecutor who interested hiooself for 
Somerset, the slave of one William Stnart, a West Injia 
planter, and prepared much of the brief of Mr. Hargrave, 
and obtiuned the writ of habeas corpus, retomable in the 
Court of King's Bench, at his own expense. The court 
beard the argumeot patiently the live-long day, and deddod 
Bgunst the slave, on the aathority of a case in 1 749, in Loid 
Hardwiok'B and Lord Talbofs time. Nothing disoooniged 
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OranTUle Sharpe ; at the next term he brought up SomerBet 
a second time, and the qnestion was ho important, that the 
court heard the argament a second time, and decided, m 
before, against the bUtc. Poor QranTiUe Sharpe, still 
contended that a slave " could not breathe in England," and 
having spent some months in deep study, upon the law of 
England, though a layman, he brought up Somerset for the 
third time before the Court of King's Bench, which had Lord 
Mansfield for itfl chief, who did not meet poor Shaipe and his 
counsel with a rebuke for his unconquerable fanatJoism and 
obstinacy, nor did the court throw down the common im- 
pediment to the march of mind and fbrther consideration, by 
saying "re» adjudicata,*' "res adjudicata f* No I where 
human liberty was concerned, or the great rights of self-owner- 
ship staked upon human reasoning and judicial determination, 
Lord Mansfield waa not in haste to say " we have decided 
against human nature." The cause was argued a third time 
for a day in Westminster Hall, and Granville Sharpe had, 
since the last argument, descended into the deepest wells of 
English liberty and brought up a draught of the waters of 
life; liberty, mercy, and law, so pure, that when it was com- 
mended to the lips of the judges, they were made wise, the 
scales fell from their eyes, and they saw in its length and 
breadth the mighty truth beaming on the forehead of Justice 
herself—" that slaves cannot breathe in England," and the 
light of that day has shone on with Increasing strength and 
beauty, until we can now say, that the snn which never sets 
npon the realms of the British Empire, beholds in his circuit 
through the heavens, no slave to oronch beneath her vast 
illimitable power. 

But oh I what shall we say of the sublime humanity of 
Lord Mansfield and his compeers, who were not a&aid to con- 
fess they had been wrong, and bad the magnanimity to say it 
before a slavAolding age f This day saw the longest stride 
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wMoh Britieh {ureabiees ever took on the highway of human 
glory. 

Would to heaven that all courts might imitate the iUiiB- 
trioos example in administering jostice in the sublime humility, 
which dignified the court and exalt«d onr kind, as in the case 
of Somerset 1 The great principles established in the Somerset 
case awakened the philanthropy of £ngland, and put forth 
its fftrengtb in 1788, 1788, 1792, 1796, 1797, and finally, in 
1800, WW SQCoeesfUl in the abolition of the Afi-ican slave 
trade by Parliament. Wilberforce, Pitt, and Fox were foiled 
sgiun and again, in Parliament, the theatre of their eloquence, 
and seat of their power, bnt justice finally prevailed. This 
was the first great blow stmokfortheman of Africa, in three 
hondred years, from the be^ning of his American and "West 
Indian enslavement. Bat from that day, the vindication of 
his rights has been onward. Congress, in 1774, recommended 
the ceasing of the African slave trade in December, 1775, 
bat it was not abolished nntil January, 1808, by a law passed 
the March before, in 1807. Three acta of Congress were 
passed in 1814, 1820, and in 1824, increasing the penalties 
against transgressors, nntil it finally declared that all Mio. 
were engagedtherran, were pirates, and subject to the pirate's 
doom. An act of Congress passed in 1787, declared that 
involnhtary servitade, or slavery, shonld never exist in the 
Iforthweatem Territory, comprising th^ present States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the territories of Wis- 
iconsin and Iowa. These early acts of national legislation 
show ^t^ch way the Enind of the nation pointed at this time. 

A slave is a rational human being, endowed with volition 
and understanding, like the rest of mankind, and whatever 
he lawfiilly acquires and gtdns possession of, by finding or 
otherwise, ia the acquirement and possesraon of his master. 
—i Z>«asau». 206 ; I Stewart Jiep. 320. Slaves cannot 
contract matrimony ; their earnings and their children belong 
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to the master, — Slave Laie. Indians are held u slaTefl in 
New Jersey, — Sahtead'a Hep. 374. 

Behold the shameful injustice of the Law of Shivery. 

If it be found by a jnry on inspection, that the person 
claimed to he a slave is white, the claimant must prove him 
a slave or he will go free; but if the jury find the person to 
be of African descent, the law of slavery presumes the per- 
son a slave, by whomsoever he may be claimed, and the- bur- 
den is thrown on the alleged slave to prove a negative — that 
he is not a slave. — Wheeler's Law of Slavery, 22. The 
owner of a female slave may give her to one person, and the 
children she may thereafter have to another I — Lavs of Sla- 
very, 2. A slave cannot be a witness before any court or 
jury in the land, against a free white for the greatest injus- 
tice. This is one of its most horrible features. 

Look to the case of an alien white child. Suppose her to 
he the daughter of parents of the lowest class of those who 
migrate &om Ireland to America, and that these parents 
should die on their passage over the Atlantic, leaving to the 
mercy of New Jersey laws, and the good people of Perth 
Amboy, their daughter, twelve years old, who cannot read or 
write, barefooted, destitute andfriendlesB. Under your laws, 
the overseers of the poor bind her out, to the mayor of Tren- 
ton ; she has lived with this rich, popular and influential^itizen 
but one little month, when by violence, she is dishonored by 
her master, the mayor. la he safe from the retributions of 
justice ? Is she deprived of her oath ? No. She comes, 
friendless and lonely, and knocks at the door of your grand- 
jury room. Humble and feeble as is that knock, It is quiokly 
heard by the acutenesa of humanity's ear. She enters the 
vestibule of the great temple of justice, and immediately the 
majesty of the entire law of the land, not only of New 
Jersey, but of this vast empire, stands in its mighty inviu- 
bility around for her protection, ready to be revealed in its 
13* 
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poiTCr. She is invited, on oath, to tdl the stor7 of het 
wrongs, the indignsnt grand-jurors listen and believe, and 
find a Mil t^inst the mayor ; she goes and conies under the 
lav's broad shield. This haughty man ia found by the ofG- 
oera of the law, ia arrested by its power, and brought before 
a court to plead to this iodictmeDt. He is tried ; a second 
time, she, the friendless cornea and tella the tale of her dis- 
honor ; confiding justice, humanity, loving and honoring men 
believe her story ; he is coDvicted and attempts to fly the 
power of the State and Union, which ia by that child's oath 
already set in motion, and will prevail ag^st money and 
moba of rescue, all of these cannot save the big criminal 
from the vengeance of the law ; to the penitentiary for ten 
long years, he must and does go ; yes, the mercifiil majesty 
of the law shines glorionsly on the head of the friendless 
foreigner. This is being born free and independent by the 
law of nature, under your Constitution. 

Bat not so of the poor injured slave, man or woman, native 
bom thongh they be, however cruel or terrible the wrong 
inflicted on them, by their owner or other free man, the 
slave is not to be heard to tell his or her story, however true, 
before any human trtbnnal in the land against a free white 
person. Is this being free and independent by the law of 
nature P Is this posaesaing the safety and happiness described 
in the first article of the new Constitution, which your or- 
ganic law dedares to be a portion of all, of woman bom ? 
Slavery imports perpetual obligation to serve another I Does 
that look like being free and independent ? 

Slavery, is so abhorrent to all justice and mercy, that aH 
the intendments of law and justice are opposed to it ; so that 
the legal writers of slave countries say that it can only exist 
by force of poaitive law. The lex Bcripta must be its founda- 
tion, and that I think you no longer have. The lex tcripta 
must be the source of aH of that misohievous pow^, tl4diA 
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Olio human being ean ezeTcise over another, hy makiftg a. 
fellow-b^g hia slave, his chattel. The foundation of Blareiy 
which sprang up in our colonies, had, as a general rn1e, 
nothing hut the barbarous costom of a few inbaman planters, 
in its origin, which custom was one within legal memory, 
and ran not back to that unsmrveyed point of antiquity, trans- 
cending all human memory, where its source was hidden in 
the night of by-gone ages. It has not that common law 
authority for its support, which was supplied to be handed 
down &om generation to generation, in the libruies of 
judges and lawyers, aa copies, as some conjecture, of obso- 
lete, wora-ont and extinct statutes. As the eon! sorvives 
the body, so it is supposed these customs called common law, 
are the souls or spirits of departed statutes, the tombstones 
and graves of which can no longer be found, Cinerea peri- 
erunt. Bnt their imperishable souls stiU remain to guide 
and direct us on the journey of life, and as £tT as they speak in 
the language of authority over this land, they forbid In trum- 
pet tongues, the existence of this vile institution of slavery. 

Jnatitution of slavery f Institution of horse-stealing, insti- 
tution of gambling, and the institutions of highwaymen. 
Bound equally sensible, to a just and philosophical thinker. 
But slavery is within the memory of men, so far as its advent 
to the new world is concerned. We track it from the 
middle passage to this hour, from its first unholy foot-print 
at Jamestown to the last ones made this day by those now 
held in New Jersey ; and If the court finds, existing, a well- 
grounded doubt as to the authority for this institution which 
is trying to nestle down on our soil, and is taking rank with 
your scientific, religious and agricultural institutionc, then 
^ve humanity the advantage of that doubt, and put the sys- 
tem to death. As between strength and weakness, power 
and imbedhty, if a Btrong doubt arise in the minds of the 
judges, the mercy of the law says, decide in favor of imbe> 
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diSt^auA maknsaa ; " thoae who are ready to peridi," let 
tiiMT btoflung come apon you. Every intendment is in iavor 
of nataral rights, nntil the oontrary doth moat manifeBtly 
^^>ear. If the now ConatitatiQD haa Berioaaly drawn in ques- 
tum the TillunieB and crimes of this complicated institutioa 
of wrong, then this conrt, acting within the Bptrit and scope 
of American institutiocs, are bound to give the elave the 
benefit of that doubt utd set him free. A solid doubt should 
secure emandpation. But thanks to the freemen of Kew 
Jersey, the court is not obliged to look through clouds to see 
the dear sky of Liberty beycmd, for its Constitotaon, in its 
first section, asserts in the strongest form of the English 
langui^, die eicplicit principles put forth in the Dedaratioa 
t£ Independence, when our country was introduced into the 
iiunily of nations, by whit^ we declared the great self-ovident 
buth to be, tJiat all men were created &ee and equal, and 
possessed of certain' inalienable rights, among which are life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, which is the jvopontioo 
of the Constitution of Kew Jersey, expressed so dtstinoUy, 
that atvil itself looks on in bumble siloice, and hai^ his 
head in mute despair. For these great man-rights, as I have 
uiiy there is no buyer, no seller, no market. Tfaey are a 
trust confided to man by his Maker, in order to place him at 
die head of the created life, and give him dominion over it; 
and his rank he can never sell, lose, or ft^eit so aa to take hia 
station as property among the quadrnpeda and animals. In 
the &11 of Adam man never fell so low as tiie Blavehotder 
would have wished ; for, according to the law of slarery, tiie 
poor slave in the disastroaa lall of the first transgreeuoa 
"which brought death into the world, and all our woes," 
fell out of his manhood into chattelfaood, and fell on till 
he lost his wife, his children, and in the amazdng de»crait as 
he farther fell, he lost all his property, and all he should 
thereafter acquire; and as he further fell, he himsdf beoame 
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property, and broaght not np on solid grannd, tmtil he ^uld 
aay to tlie neighing horse, on the one hand, *' thon art, as pro- 
perty, my brother," and to the lowing ot, on the other, 
"thon art my eqnal, my peer." Such is the Blaveholder's 
construction of tfae fall, bat this ia one of man's pit-falls, and 
not one of Ms Maker's. 

Mr. S. said he had an argument, irhiofa the court might 
regard as novel, which be wished to urge — that each and 
every brandi of our govemment, state or national, were 
nnder a most solemn covenant with one of the great nations 
of the earth, to use oar best endeavors to abolish slavery, in 
every part of our country ; and we have been living under 
the weight of that solemn and disregarded undertaking for 
liie last thirty years. I understand a treaty made by the 
treaty-mailing power to be the solemn and paramount law of 
this land, and if I am right In its construction, the duty is 
imposed upon our nation, and I may well urge it even upon 
tite judiciary of this State, as a coordinate branch of the 
government, to employ all the power it constitntionally may 
possess, by its decision, to fulfill this engagement of the nation. 

The article to which I refer, ia the 10th article of th« 
treaty of Ghent, of the 24th December, 1814, made by the 
ITnited States of America on the one side, and his Britannio 
Majesty on the other. Lest there should be some attempt to 
cavil, and pretend this article of the treaty had refer«)oe to 
the African slave trade, I may he allowed to say there ia not 
one word in the treaty, except in the 10th article, which 
touches or relates to the subject of slavery, and it ia aa 
engagement relating to slavery as to the traffic generally in 
the two countries, for each had abolished the African slave 
trade under the most tremendous penalties long before 1614 ; 
therefore the treaty referred to slavery generally in the two 
eomitries. Hie words of the 10th section of the treaty of 
Ghent are as follows : J^^^H 
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" lOtb Article. Whereas the tr<0o in sUves is irrecondla' 
ble with the prinoiplea of humanity and justice, and whereas 
both hiB Majesty, and the United States are desirous of con* 
tributlng their eSbrts to promote its entire abolition, it is 
hereby agreed that both the contractiog parties shall ass 
their best endeavors to accomplish so desirable an objeot. 

" Biffiud Ua JhemiiT, ISI4. 

" Oaubieb, 
hshbt godlbusn, 
WauAM Apaub, 
Jaws QuorcT Adaus, 
J. A. Batabd, 

JOKAIHAN KUBSSL, 

AiJERT Gallatin.*' 



("Done in triplicate.) 



United States Laws, Ist toL, 699. 

This treaty, so long dishonored on onr part, has been mort 
fiuthJnlly respected and obeyed on the part of Great Britidn. 
Hey immediately began to adopt means for the enbveraion 
of slavery as a system in the West Indies. To be sure the 
violence, disorder, and lynch taw of the slaveholders of the 
West Indies defeated the kindness, and deferred the approaoh- 
ing jnatioe of the English nation for some years. It vaa 
astonishing to see the impudence of the West India planters 
threatening dismemberment of the empire, revolution, and 
treason, as often as the mother country originated a measnre 
in any degree preparatory to emancipation. These oontmns- 
dons slaveholders did all in their power to trighten England 
from her high purposes, 1st, by asserting that the slaves 
would CDt tlieir master's throats if emancipated ; 2d, that the 
slaves were so bmtified, they would all starve to death, and 
die from laaness, and could not take ears of themselves; 
that the slaves were Uiieves and drunkards ; that the whites 
would have to abandon the island if they vsre set fics, and 
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lose tferar estates ; in &ct that alavea were not men, and had 
no Bonis. Amalgamation, hoase-buming, and unirersal deso- 
lation vonld be the first fruits of sach procedare. 

The Moravian, Baptist and Methodist ministers exposed 
themselves to great rage from the slaveholders in attempting, 
as Christian ministers and good subjects, to preach the Gos- 
pel to the slaves, and ud them in infonnation, and in further- 
ing the objects of the mother country. Baptist and Metho- 
dist meeting-honses or chnrches vere torn down and burnt, 
and these blessed ministers were in constant peril of lodsg 
their lives, and were occasionally imprisoned and banished 
from their homes and families. In iact, everything, which 
is said against emancipation and abolitionists in Mississippi, 
Oeorgift, and Sonth Carolina, was said in the British West 
Indies thousands and thousands of times by the press, reso- 
lations of public meetings, the Islimd Legislatures, and the 
voice of mui, ag^nst emancipation and British alK^d<uusts; 
bat (m the passage of the great Reform Bill of England in 
1838, about 600,000 new law-makers or voters were added 
to the old pu'liamentary constituenoy of England, and when 
this fresh stream of popular power flowed, it rose so high, 
that on the bosom of its flood it carried into the new Par- 
Uament men deeply sympathising with the great principles 
of joetice, and one of th^ first act of l^;islation was to 
declare slavery abolished in the West Indies, paying £20,- 
000,000 Btexling to the slaveholders, and giving them, the 
masters, uz years more the service of the slaves, so that 
emancipation would not take place nntil the first of August, 
1840. This apprenticeship system, regulated by a most com- 
plicated law, with especial justices to stand between master 
and apprentice, proved, if posfflble, more bitter than slavery 
itself. Nothing oonld have been more unfortunate, or fraught 
with greater iajjaaUoe to the colored people. 

The Hiartar's avarice and anielt? arose in proportion to the 
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flhortnesB of the time that he ooold ex^xoso tug despotism. 
The special justices intended for the slave apprentice's friMid, 
eat samptaoos dinners with the planter, and decided ooiitro- 
versies in his favor. The humanity of the government in the 
iq>prenticeBlup system, was entirely defeated by the greedi- 
Dess, cruelty, and avarice of masters. The horrid flog^g,- 
the treadmills, and other instromeDtB of slaveholding ven- 
geance and torture were in fiJl play during the probationary 
state. The mother country had been overreached iu payi^ 
twenty millions of pounds sterUng to see the objects of their 
solicitude so shamefully treated. The mistalce of the home 
government was in supposing it possible to ingraft a system 
of apprenticeship, education, and a prepamtion for freedom, 
on the old tree of slavery, and in having confidence in Uiose 
brutal, cruel, and avarimoa slaveholdra^ who, with thttr 
twenty millions of potrnds, and six years of labor, only hated 
the poor slave the more as bis liberty advanced day by day 
in his ch^S. Finally, in January or February, 1838, the 
British minister wrote to the governors of these islaadSf 
requesting them in the coming spring and summer to convoke 
those insular legislatures and ask them forthwith to abolidi 
the remaining two years of the apprenticeship system, if the 
islands wished for the future good will of the slaves, or in 
&ct, the protection of the parent country, in case ot raaar- 
rection. This stringent measure brought the obstinate slave, 
holders to their senses. The West ^dia Island pariiamentd 
were convoked, and the final acts of eroacdpation passed, to 
take effect simnltaneously on the Ist of August, 1838, except 
the island of Antigua, whose parliament, with great good 
sense, abolished slavery and apprenticeship both, in 18S4, in 
an island of 30,000 blacks, and fi.OOO whites — ax to one. 
Great kindness, love, education and prosperity fbllowed thia 
island. However, the eventful first of Aognst, 183S, at last 
came, and instead of blood and insurrection, as propbened hj 
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the Bel&h and oowardly, the blAcks throughout the British 
West Indiea, to the nnmber of 800,000 ham&n beings, who 
bad been alavee, met in the evening of the 8 1 st of July, 1 838, 
and there oontinned in a solcann and qniet manner until the 
moment of midnight came, when the bells of the chnrches of 
the Britj]^ Weet Indie« stmok and played from idand to 
ialand, while cannon were roaring throughout the great 
Antilles — they were the glorions peals of freedom, the joyfiil 
freed men raising notes of thanbgiring and pnuse to hearen 
from bended knees, felling with bysterio transports of wild 
aad delirioae joy, into each other's arms. Kb mortal tong;ne 
or pen oan describe the OTerflowing ecstasies of these naked 
and Bconrged bondmen, now standing up as British freemen — 
■laves no more. Tbey song, they cried, they danced, and 
tiniB in wild and raptnrons joy they passed tbe terrific bonme 
■o long wished for by them — bo long feared and dreaded by 
die gnilty white man. But the first drop of the white man's 
blood has not yet been ahed, by this deeply abused and 
emancipated people. Many thonsands of these long-injnred 
people are now proprietors of two, fbnr, eight, ten, and fifteen 
acres of land. Their wives and children stay at home and 
onltivate and raise enough for the Ikmily's food and clothing ; 
the &lher works, or some older sons, on some neighboring 
{dantation — the money he or they cam pays for land : — his 
wife and children create subsiBtence from his own fields. 
Hmidreds of schools and many chnrches, have spmng np for 
the adnlts and colored children. Once the planters raised 
nothing bnt sugar, molasses, rum, and coffee, and bought all 
tiicor provisions from abroad ; now the laborers' families ruse 
provisions on the island. Less sugar, to be snre, is rused, 
bnt two-thirds of the sugar goes, as amoney question, further 
now than all did in slavery, as more than one-third, some- 
&nea one-halfj was q>ent for provisions which are now nused 
U bone. So they have gone on with remarkable prosperity, 
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both master and fresdmen. The plantations have risen, 
smne twenty, thirty, and others forty and fifty, and many 
sixty and sixty^re per cent, abore their slare value. In fact, 
tit9 E^i^h government now feel that they acted unwisely 
in giving the twenty millions of poonds ; for the lands alone 
of those slave islands are now worth mora than slarea and 
land both were in 1 B80. Indeed it is a matter of r^reb now, 
that the slave had not received what England had to give. 

On the same day, the fetters fdl fr<»n the slaves of Soatii 
Africa; from the Cape of Good Hope, siz hundred miles 
north, inland, the isstitntion expired on the last acre of 
British supremacy — ^from ocean to ocean. On the 1st of 
April, 1844, England, by her East India Company's mighty 
powers, straok slavery dead through her Oriental regions — 
twelve millions of slaves, serfo, and caste — crushed beings, 
lifted th^ unfettered hands to God to blesa his power, and 
that of England's, which, amidst a population of one hundred 
millioDS ofEastem Indies, left theminohBins.topiseno more. 
Baa not England mcMt gloriously, in thirty years, fi-om 1814 
to 1844, perf(>naed her hi^ and glorious undertaking with 
these United States in the treaty of Ghent ? Has she not 
blotted out that great dishonor of our race fi-om her vast 
dominions ? What liave we done to fdlfill our part of this 
great national covenant? When the Abolitionists presented 
from year to year, petitions clothed in dignified and respect- 
fiil language, praying Congress to abolish the internal 
dave trade between the States, in the Territory of Florida, 
and in the District of ColumbiA, ngned by tens of thou- 
sands of names, unread, undebated, nnprinted, and uncon- 
sidered, they were laid upon the taUe. This being esteemed 
too a great a privilege tor humanity, daring three years, 
these petitions, by a rule of the House of Representa- 
tives, were forbidden a reception by the House. Ths 
Abolitionists, for endeavoring to fulfil] the paramount law of 
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tiie land, the lOth article of the treaty, were de&med in 
CongresB and oat, their nEunee cast out as fanatical and 
incendiary, they were mobbed by the oonntenance of men in 
bigh places, their churches destroyed, th^ halls burnt, and 
their people imprisoned and murdered I If darery not only 
forbids aad restridns a nation from performing its most 
solemn treaties, bat violates them, and thus endangers the 
peace, prosperity, and happin»s of the whole people, can it 
be doubted that it contravenes tiie 1st article of your Consti- 
tution, which assures us that man has the right of " acquiring, 
possessing, and protecting property, and of pnrsning, and of 
obtiuning tqfeCy and haj^inees," 

Can ii^fety, property, and happiness be maintained by men 
or nations who violate faith, who are trace-breakers P Is 
not that slavery which hazarda the peace of the nation by re- 
fu^g o1>edience to the highest law of individnal and national 
preservation, something that is contrary to the great law of 
nature f Every branch of onr government — legislative, 
judidal or executive — should have lent every enoooragNnent 
and aid in their power to the removal of t^is cancer, batten- 
ing wil^ its roots in the jugulars of the KepuUio. But in- 
stead of presidential and gubernatorial measles urging Con- 
gress and the State le^slatures, mider this standing para- 
mount treaty-law, to do all in their power within their re- 
spective jurisdictions to abolish sWery, davery has mounted 
the highest places of power, and has rescinded and annulled 
the treaty, and compelled presidents and governors, by mes- 
sages and inaugurals to forewarn the legislative assemblies 
and the people to violate this treaty, and turn their entire 
power and legislative action against those who had petitioned 
for the abolition of slavery. Is not this high treason agmnst 
the State and man's best interests ? Has not slavery caused 
' these high d^putaries to commit official perjury f And isT 
not Hioh a terriUe institnlaoo hostile to man, his safety and 
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happineM as ft man and as a citizen, and is it not within the 
inhibition of the first section of your Constitntion, and does 
it not violate that freedom and independence conferred upon 
him by th« isw of nature, and does it not Stand between you 
and the enjoyment of the first article ? 

What ia that law of natnre by which all men are made 
free and independent? Allow me to define it as I under- 
stand it. The law of natnre is that great omnipotent law of 
God, ever in iiill force amidst the bney hum of thousands in 
your emporimn, or in the solitudes of the wilderness, on tlie 
sea, or on the land ; it follows man down into the mines of 
the earth, it ascends with him to the Chimborazo'a top ; it has 
no latjtnde, no longitnde, no length, no breadth ; it is truth, 
wd is as earnest in its pleadings, amidst the inhospitaJities of 
polar cold, as in the boundless prodigalities of the burning 
tropica ; it is the everlasting justice and mercy of the Eternal ; 
it is the great imprint of God upon man, which can never be 
coonterfeited, erased, or repealed ; it is so immutable that it 
Derer changes, man cannot repeal it ; it is a part of each hu- 
man bang's inheritance, which, without crime he can never 
spend or squander; it abides with him, though nnhonored, 
under all oircamstancee of bereavement, and guarantees man's 
right to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness as inalienable. 

The law of natnre is taken up and recognized by the good 
people of Sew Jersey, in the most solemn form as a role of 
action, in her organic law. This first section declares that 
amongst man's inahenable rights are life, liberty, and the 
right of acquiring property. 'What, can a slave have safety, 
or acquire property? he who is nothing but a chattel, a 
piece of property himself, can he acquire safety ? No ; of 
all the innumerable murders committed by white men and 
women upon the slaves of the South (and there is no day 
^oes by in which there is not more than one murder in each 
dave State, on an average), not a dngle white person Laa 
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yet been executed for the mordw of the coloT«d man. The 
-white is frequently hong in the elave States for stealiBg 
slaves, but not for kUling them. Oh, earn of all hnman vil- 
lainies, let the cone of Ood rest npon it, let every ndnd of 
heaven be charged vtth its destroction, every rising snn be 
its destroyer, the rolling seaeoss its execntioner! 

Slavery is the exact converw of every proposition con- 
tained in the first article of yoar new Constitation. 

Slavery throws down every haman right in the market 
to the highest bidder. If slavery (or senu-slavery, ia 
the flhape of children of slavra, in this State continuing 
to be slaves, males nntil twenty-five, and females until 
twenty-one years of age, and this operation is to para 
under the name of being bom free, and persons forty-«ae 
years old and upward be retained as slaves for life), sod 
slaveholders are to stand asserting their wicked power, then 
the first great section of yonr Constitution is converted into 
a vapid and senseless abstraction.' Shall your Constitntion 
be withered by the power of slavery ? Shall this Constitu- 
tion stand gilt with the gold of high pretenson, wlule vjthin 
it is full of ravening and dead men's bones ? Shall thia slave 
institution continue to exist in hostility to so plain a provi- 
sion P This frightful institution claims to exist, by the apo- 
logy of some, Eince the 2d of last September, eveq since this 
Constitution went into operation, without a platform on 
which to place its accursed feet. The best foandation I can 
see for slavery in this State, at this time, and the length <tf 
time it should contiune, should be the amount of time it 
would take the people of this State to recover from their 
astonishment at its kiexpressible impu<iefu:e. 

The institution of slavery is the converse proportion of the 
Ten Commandments — it is the essence of injustice and mean- 
ness in its most compact form ; and it would seem that no 
nation not struck down by a mortal paralysis, would wait a 
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monunt befinre rising x&d MSag the monster, ibt flnit in- 
■taat they duoOTered his seven heads and tea horns emerg- 
ing from, tite fbriom regions of " Eldest HelL" 

Which diaU stand— the great written, oi^nio lav of 
liberty, or the nnirritten and inezpresrible Tillsiny of 
slavery ? Which shall stand — the natural €h>d-inherited 
rights of life, liberty, property, safety, and happiness for eacb 
hunan being in 'Svw J«nej, or that of an institution which 
subverts every olgect for tvbich a good constitntion was ever 
made? 

A cixistitation, ex vt termini, imports a covenant made by 
the whole people, with each person, and by each person with 
the whole petqde, to protect and defend their God-inherited 
rights of life, liberty, property, and safety from violence and 
mvasion. A oonstitntion is made for the defence of htunaa 
rigfats, and not for their destruction ; a constitution is the 
highest evidence of man's weakness ; and intended to com- 
l»n6 society's strength for the defence of each individual. 
How is it possible that a constitution, whether of this State, 
<w of the United States, which was created on purpose for 
the protection of li&, liberty, property, and safety, can exist 
and be entitled to the name, without overthrowing every in- 
stitution, vilt^oy or stratagem created or made, intending to 
ofaeat man ont of life, liberty, property, safety, and happiness P 

The men iriio framed the old State Constitution of New 
Jersey, in the year 1776, were not such hypocrites as to 
stamp that Constitution with the protection of human rights. 
Ko, they sud nothing on that subject, for they knew there 
was no inconsiderable class of the population of this State ' 
who were wedded to the insatiable desire of appropriating 
the labor of others, without iwmpensBtiofi, by compelling 
negroes, mulattoes, mnstees, and Indians, to work for them 
for Dotiung, and make chattels or property of their persons, 
their wives and <^drea — ^yes, of those human sinews, as s 
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msrketable commodity, men were to be degraded and for< 
biddra, under penaltiea of tJurty-oitie laAeii, from wandering 
from thdr masters' homes on Sunday, ibr the infliction of 
whioh stripes, by the order of a jtistice of the peaoe, a oon- 
tiiable did, and yet does reoeive from the master the som of 
|I for performing the brntish serrice. To add to all other 
ignoble acts on t^e ptat of the State, was a provisios forbid- 
ding emancipatioa of the slave, if forty years old or more, for 
fear of the distant contingenoy, that thb freedman might be- 
come a publio hnrden to the township, by being a pauper in 
his old age ; imd rather than subject the towns to that, tliey 
preferred to let the man and Lis posterity remain in slavery. 
Such was the gross inhumanity of the ^e ; thus cheap were 
human rights held by the pef^Ie of this Sute at large. 
Gross inhumanity to the master himself; it took away his 
Ipcue penitenticB, his space of repentance. And if Blavery is 
not abolished, Uiis infamous provi^on ia still in full force. The 
reason why slavery was not abdished by name in Massachn. 
setts and Kew Jersey is to be found in this, that the con- 
scious shame of the fact restrained the frwners of those con- 
stitutions from immortalizing their own disgrace by ad- 
mitting slavery's previous existence, in and by its diertiDot 
abolition. They therefore put it to death by su&bcatlon by 
the hands of liberty, without a name, hoping the jadidaries 
would attend its funeral and burial, and forever remove its 
unsightly corpse &om the sight and smell of men, with as 
little parade as possible; and fhrther hoping that a generous 
posterity would disbeUeve thdr early publio history, and 
consider it as apocryphal and slanderous of their iUnstrious 
ancestors, aa the constitntions of these States do not so 
miioh as name so great a moral blemish on thdr historical 
fame. 

Said Mr. S., by the statute of this State (which he con- 
tended waa repealed 1^ the first section of the new Conetatn- 
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tioD) puaed Foheaiay, 1820, all ofaildrm bom ^ slavM sAw 
180< were to be free, bat were to belong aa servauta, and to 
be held as ai^renticM, and bound ont by the orerseen of tbo 
poor to tbe owners of thmr mothera, their admimatratora, 
exeoutora and assigns — males till 3£, and femalea until 21. 
These persons were property in every tenae of the word, 
until their time expired ; they are pordiaBed and sold itt 
private and at pablio aootion, pass under the insolvent aetB 
and bankrupt acta, the aame aa ozeikaiid horaes. What is 
the diSerenoe between this MaryTeboot and her mother f 
Nothing, until Mary has passed 21 years of nnrewarded UAL 
She is called a servant, she is aaid to be bom free, is now bst 
19, and has been Bold diree times. The southern States call 
slavery involuntary servitude, or persons bound to service by 
the laws of the States. The domeatio institntions (rf the 
South, the patriarchi^ iostitntiona and Uie peculiar in^to- 
tions of the South — by such soft hypocritical use of worda, 
do they mean to make the Eng^h Iwguage a pactner in th«r 
.guilt, by u^g it as a doalt to conceal the hideous visage «f 
that firightful monster, whose mouth is filled with sfHkea, and 
face covered with iron wrinkles, with burning balls of fire for 
eyes, whose every hair is a hissing serpent, whose fetid breaCb 
would kill the Bohun 0paa, whose touch is ruin, whose em- 
brace ia deatmction, who is fed on blood, tears and sweat, 
whip-eztraeted, from tmpaid toil — ^her mnaio is uqiilied 
grouiB of broken hearts, of mined hopes, and Idaated expec- 
tations. 

Away with such artifice to abield deformity, by those cnA 
and wick^ States, boastmg of th^ repubCcaniam, and n^ta 
of man. Even Kew York and Fennaylvania once held p^ 
Bons bora free, whose mothers wer» slaves, the males till 28, 
and females till 26, aa slaves. Terrible nick-gaming of humau 
rights, aa in bold derision of them. These New Seney 
servants ere prc^rty, in Its base sense, sbtvee for years, the 
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parents deprived of all jimsdiotion of th«r offipnng, aQ 
direction of their education, and paternal tendemeas ; the lav 
confining these poor aervants, and obliging them to live with 
those who have owned and aboaed the mother who bore 
them, and are still continuing to hold their parents until 
death, as slaves. The master aan sell his servant and hone 
togetJier. This servant-woman at 15, and the male-servant 
at 18, contract marri^e, and when the woman is 19, and 
man 22 years of age, having three little children, the fiither is 
sold to one end of the State, and the mother to the other ; 
their little diildren left in the street, ibe marriage relation 
brokenj the paternal and maternal relation dissolved ; these 
little ones not to see their parents for two years or more ; the 
hnsband cannot see Ms wife or little ones, nor tiie wife her 
husband or babies for two years to come. Call you this b^g 
horn free f The man is deprived of his wife, and the wife 
becomes a widow, and children orphans, according to law, 
to satisfy the claims of certmn old sUvebolders in this State I 
la this being bom free ? This looks none like respect for the 
law of nature, by which we are bom free and independent. 
We can never honor or respect the new Constitntion, "till we 
feel there is meaning, power, vitality, in those blessed words 
of justice, truth, mercy, freedom, safety ; and further, feel 
that there are no birth-impediments, or interest of others in 
the use of our bodies, inconsistent with our own hap^nness. 
Eadi individual should be left to fulfill the object of his mis' 
■ion to this world in the best way he may ; society shonid 
not load him with burdens for the benefit of others, but 
should give W™ every faiolity to run his race of existence, 
with dignity to himself, and thus truly serve the ends of 
sooiety and his own creation, in passmg from the great 
•temity of the past into the illimitable future. 

Here, we are not left in the dark, as to the meaning of tlie 
words of the New Jersey new Constitution, for it is almost 
14 
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an exaot oop^ of the first section of the MaasaohnBetUi (kfo- 
ttitnlioii of 1780. The firat Beedon of the HMsaehnseUa 
CoDStttalioQ in in these words : 

" Article Ist. All men are bom free and eqnal, fud hsT« 
cert^ natural, esseiitial, and inalienable rights, smong whicfa 
may be reckoned the right of enjoying and defesiding their 
lives and liberties ; that of acquiring, possessing, and protect- 
iog property ; in fine, that of seeking and obtaining their 
ufety and happiness." 

Here Mr. S. asked Mr. Zabriskie, counsel for the daiouBt 
Qf Mary Tebout, if he contended there vas any difference 
between the two sections of these Constitnticou P Mr. 
Zalmskie replied, he did not. 

The New Jersey Constitntion has in the lOlh Article 
these words : " The oommon law and statute laws now in Ihll 
force, noi repugnant to this Constitirtion, shall remam in 
force nntil they expire by their own limitation, or be altmed 
or repealed by the l^^islatare." 

Further, Mr. S. sud that he relied on a portion of the 
Ccmstitndon'of the United States, for emanoipation, by this 
honorable court, to wit, the Magna Charta portion, where it 
asserts "that no person shall be deprived of life, hberty or 
property, without due process of law." 

The case of Winchendon v, Hadfield, ith Mata. B^^ I2S, 
is the case of one Edoin Landon, in relation to the queetioii 
as to which of the towns should support him, he having bees 
a slave in Masaachusetts, and sold eleven times, enlisted twice 
in the Revolutionary army, the second time for three years, 
his master receiving his bounty and his wages — also, Ath 
Mass., 539. Chief Justice Parsons decided in this cause tiiait 
slavery had been abolished by the first seetion of the Massa- 
chusetts Constitution, as had been decided in former unre- 
ported cases. This is 1^^ authority, in effect, on the very 
words of th« New Jersey Constitution, Ist article ; Mam*. 
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dinsetts has shed from tbfl lunp of her jadiaaiy u pare, 
Inigfat and steady a light aa any court in the new world, and 
has done her fair share in elevating the science of the lav. I 
fepose with great confidence upon this authority ; it covers 
tile whole controversy. 

Tlie case of the slave Med, 18(A JHokerinff, IBS, Imown 
onder the name of Commonwealth v«. Thomas Aves, pre- 
sented within the last haif dosen yearn this same great qae^ 
tion collaterally. The argument was elaborate, Mid tiie 
Ofnnion of Chief Jaatlce Shaw luminous. 

Chief Justice 'fihaw says, Massachusetts in 1641 abolished 
dsvery, except of captives taken m lawful war or guilty of 
crime. But slavery grew up in MassachusettB, and in 1703 
Ha act was passed in that colony, imposing restrictions or the 
transmiaaion of aged and infirm slaves ; and by an act of 
I?00, a duty was levied on the importation of slaves, showing 
tlarery in full force until abolished by their Constitutjon of 
1780. The Chief Justice, in this case, says it is now well 
MtabKahed law that slavery was abolished by the Constitu- 
ticm of 1780, and before the adoption of the Constitntion of 
the United States, slavery being r^rugnant to the principles 
of justice, of nature. Mid the declaration of rights, which are 
a component part of the Constitution of Massachusetts. 
Slavery, said he, crept into Massachusetts by force of custom 
existing in the West Indies and in several other States, 
encouraged by the mother country (mlaerable apology better 
than none, even in Massachusetts). 

Chief Justice Shaw says, •• Slavery is a relation founded 
in force md not in right ; existing, where it does, by force 
of poutive law, and not recognized and founded in natural 
rights." Slavery, he says, " is contrary to natural rights, to 
tie principles of justice and humanity." He then says, 
"Bond slavery cannot exist in this Commonwealth, because 
it is contrary to natnnd right, rqntgnant to the Constitution 
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md law, designed to secure the liberty and rights of ril 
persons who come Tritbin the limits of this St&te, as entitlsd 
to the protection of l&w." 

But what case can I have stronger than the oinnion of Chirf 
Justice Marshall, himself a sUvehdder ? Bome doim by 
' slaveholding constraotion as he was, still hia ionsto integrity 
triumphed over cultivated wrong, and compelled hbn to 
define slavery ss contrary to the law of nature, for the 
definition of slavery by the civil law, showed it an institution 
contrary to the law of nature, which law of nature Kew 
Jersey has adopted. In case ofthe jl»tefq;>e,IO/A WhecOon, 
120, Chief Justice Marshall says, " That slavery is contrary 
to the law of nature will scarcely be denied ; that every man 
has a natural right to the irnits of bis own labor is generally 
admitted, and that no other person can rightfolly deprive him 
of those fhuts, and appropriate them against his will, seetiM 
the necessary result of that admismon." Chief Justice Wat- 
ehall quotes the definition of slavery in the Latin tiom the 
civil law, which, with his own opinion, would seem to put the 
question in this case for ever to rest. It is this, '* 8ervita» 
est eongtiUitio juris gentium qua quia Domino<Uieno coTxrax 
TTATUKAM tubjicttur." Slavery is an InstitutiOTi by the laws 
of nations, by which one is subjected to anotJier man, as 
master, contresry to nature. Slavery strikes down and repeals, 
if it could, the law of nature referred to in the 1st article 
of your Constitution ; what caa be stronger and more com- 
plete ? 

Here Mr. Stewart g&ve way for an adjournment until 3 r.v., 
for dining. 

' The court heing present at 3 o'clock, p.m., Mr. Stewart 
resumed by saying: Has any lawyer the courage to say that 
the legislature of New Jersey could create the institution of 
slavery to-day in defiance of the new Constitution ? Periiaps 
most, if not all, would say No. Why oould not the legiaU- 
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tnre enact racli a law so as to create the relation of slave and 
.Biasterf It would be correctly answered, and by all, that it 
would be repugnant to the new Constitution and its first 
fifction. Do not we discover that a law sustaining slavery is 
e^nally repugnant to the new Constitntion, whether paaaed 
ten years before it, or ten years after it ? and that the repng- 
iiaiiG« is not a question of past or present time ? If it is 
repugnant, it is equally ao in the one case as the otlier — "it 
is so odiooB nothing but positive law can soBtsin it," bajs Lord 
Mansfield. 

Mr. S. said that he had confessed himself to have mnch 
rrapect for a beinff so highly honored as man by his Maker, a 
being created in the image of God, who showed at all times 
the grandenr of his descent, and the ilia striousn ess of his 
lineage by that great nnimpeachable record written upon his 
countenance Bnblime,bytbefinger of God, which no poverty, 
■orrow, or crime, could erase : its marks of origin were open 
to all, read of all, and should be comprehended by all. In 
the first place we must look at the immense natnral wealth, 
or God-given possessions, which belong to the meanest man, , 
who prints the green earth with his foot, or drinks from its 
waters, and renews life every moment from the unbonght 
atmosphere — is fiinned by the wings of the wind, cheered 
with the eye-possession of the universe ; yes, his every-day 
existence oonid not be sustained, at a less expense than the 
fitting up of two worlds, for his accommodation, the earth 
and snn ; the bread he eats, the wool, the flax, and cotton he 
wears, is warmed into life by rays of light from the sun, sent 
over ninety millions of miles in profusion, without stint, each 
ray having its definite office and distinct commission to aid to 
Kfe, strength and joy, a single human being. If there were 
bat cme man on this globe, these vast structures of two 
worids must be reared in all their architectural grandeur and 
fitsess. niis f^obe mtist revolve around on its own azia 
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«Teiy twenty-four hours, and sboot along upon the vut fdUB 
of the ecliptic, st the iooonceiyable rate of wxty-eight thoo- 
aand miles per honr. Man periahes, if the globe were to 
revolve aroond the snn at the rate of thirty-four tbooB&iid 
ttules per hour ; mau could not hve in these regions wUh » 
year of aevec hundred and thirty days, with the unbrok^ 
leverities of a double winter, or the acorohing heat of a pn^ 
tracted summer. 

The outlay of Almighty power, which senda this noble 
earth careering round the sdu with sncti prodigious force, 
and brings it hack to the same point, in absolute space with 
infinite precaaion, with the punctoality of Ood, is a portion of 
each man's inheritance; and all the powers ever displayed 
by man, exerted by beasts, felt from winds, or overwhelmed 
by tornadoes, or moved in tempests, or lifted or sunk by 
earthquakes, swept by tides, or driven by inundaticms, put 
forth since the morning of creation, would not furnish a 
sufficient force, to propel our globe on its everlasting joumey, 
a single day. Yet for man these high demonstrations are 
. made, to fit him up an abode with the finish of Omnipoteno*, 
oommenaur^e with his every want ; it is bis God-inherited 
estate ; and were the poorest man on earth to exchange thsfe 
estrte, for the power of Bonaparte, when all Europe shook 
beneath his tread, and tronhled at hie power, this poor 
man would be undone, by the exchange ; the property is too 
great for any one to buy of another ; this is the benevolenoe 
of Heaven to its honored creature, man. When each man** 
Qod-inherited estate is reckoned and computed, though pos- 
sessing nothing else, and compared with that of any other 
man's God-inherited estate, they are equal ; and if one pos- 
sess a million of pounds, and the other no money, still when 
their whole possesBions are considered, one has one hundred, 
and the other but one hundred and one. This propoutitm or 
statement will forever vindicate the goodness of Heaven, and 
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show the abaolate equality of all men, if considered 
■wise. 

Therefore it aeems to me, that the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence in asHerting that all-men are created free and equal, is 
trae as a proposition, and ia not a rhetorical flonrish, bnt a 
«ablime estimate, no less grand than tme, vhen we refer to 
the vast posses^ns of each hmnan being; and that taij 
accidental vaiiance by the acqnisitjons of one, of more wealth 
than another, does not distarbthe great result anymore than 
the dost which may fall upon one of the scales shall change 
their general equipoise. 

All men are created equal, and shall a being of sudi 
smamng dignity and immense possessions, of sncb grand 
lineage, be made a slave ? God forbid. EquaUty, life, 
liberty of locomotion, the rights of acqniring happiness in 
every way we see fit, not violating the rights of our brother 
man, or the edicts of heaven, with the God-inherited estate, 
constitnte what your Constitution and that of Massachusetta 
and the Declaration of Independence, describe as rights in- 
aiienable. Is it not so ? What kind of a deed must that bo 
which should attempt to convey my right and title in the 
wind, atmosphere, earth, and my share in the power that 
propels this ponderous globe around the snn ? — my title to 
the exhanstless fires and light of liiat great luminary, and of 
those raya which might fidl on me or on the earth and pro- 
duce my raiment and food ? Is there not deep and philoso- 
phical troth in asserting the inaliena^Htt/ of rights like 
these, BO CBsential to man's existence, and his evei'Iasting 
accountability to the Father of all, for his abounding munifi- 
cence, with which man can invest no other being, or divest 
himseIC Can it not truly be said that a being who ia bom 
to such great possessions, is born &ee and independent f 
The greatest blot on American character is, to have been 
deluded by slaveholders into a bdief that those great words 
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•xpreeaed hj tjie men, -who wrote ind adopted the Dedar*- 
tion of OUT Indepeadenoe, were mere abetractiotiB and the 
flonriah of oratoiy, where they declared the great self-evideDt 
truth "that all men are created free and eqoa), and are 
possessed of certain inalienable rights, among which are lif^ 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness," and that the same 
were mesninglesa. These truths are self-evident, and why ? 
They are evident in every breath of air we respire through 
oar lungs, every step TTfl take, in every object we behold, 
printed on every tree, written on every cloud, bursting forth 
in every falling drop of rain, reflected in every ray of light, 
by which the universe is warmed, and in glory Kt up, and by 
the succession of day and night, summer and winter, seed' 
time and harvest ; in &ot, its self-evidence is stereotyped in 
eternal beauty upon the earth, the sea, the mountain, the 
valley, upon the moon, the sun, and stars of heaven. This 
eooatitiUes the great record of ever-during aelf-evidenee, that 
all m^ are created free and equal, and are possessed of 
certain inalienable rights, etc. 

This rises to a moral, if not a mathematical demonstration ; 
and that a great nation should, so far as individuals, forget 
the dignity of their ori^, the vastness of their inalienable 
possesnions, and should himt for arguments to force tbsir 
debasement and search for reasons to undervalue such a 
being as man, especially in a great adfoeracy, where each 
tnan ia a sovereign, is, among all strange things, one which 
would exceed belief were we not met by the strange pheno- 
menon at every turn of human aflairs. Had we incorporated 
the divine sentiments of our great Declaration into our 
Ininds, as an everlasting first-principle, and lived under the 
sway of its gloriona dominion, no slavery would then hare 
disgraced our magnificent country ; no half cnltiTated, forlorn 
and deserted sections of slave States, would have told the 
world their melancholy tale. Ko ooffied gang of slaves would 
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sale. No, our prosperity, riches, glory and moral elevation, 
wodd have presented so imposing an example of man's cqpa- 
inUties for his own advancement, that king-craft aristocracies 
atid all of that coarse mode of working, taxing Mid governing 
pien, as family-jobs, wonld, long ere this, have been thrown 
into the rear of the camp of hnman progresa, and new forms 
<d self-government woald have saoceeded, in vhioh the 
governed should have been the governors, and the interest 
<^ the governed would have prevailed, in the true advanoe- 
ment of the hnman race. 

We have terrible penalties to pay, for abandoning pricci- ■ 
pies BO glorious, so wise, of which we have had a full view, 
and for saying, most sliamefuUy, that the Declaration of 
Independence Is a formula and not serious, the poetry of 
flxtuted minds. By thus forsaking these great truths, certfun 
and as practical as the decalogue, we fell back into the arma 
of a low, base expediency, and revived forms of crhnes and 
follies of former ages, holding these sublime truths as abstrac- 
tions, fitted only for the meridian of heaven, with angels fbr 
thw operatives, to oarry them out, while we fed ourselves 
i^n the husks of former absurdities, rejecting truth, holding 
it too beautiful for practical use. 

Will not this court set the nation the shining example of 
doing right, on this question, by acting up to the fiiU measure 
of thdr judicial and moral powN ? 

A nation may lose its liberty in a day, and not miss it in 
a hundred years ; this nation lost its true liberty, the clear 
light, the first moment the great words of the Dedaratitm of 
ladependenoe ceased to be honored and respected as house, 
hold, every-day truth, the fundamental rules of action, as the 
political and moral mathematlos of the nation. 

Although we make several hundred volumes of fourth of 
J^ly oratloni, poetical Belfglorifications and boasting- eulo- 
14* 
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gi nma far tbe home-market, jeKclj, in wfaidi the most b 
iol descriptions are giren of the dress uid form of hberty, as 
a vonderfiil mllnowii goddess, and amase onrsdves ia 
d^cribiog her altar, tbe costUness of her sacrifices, and the 
riches of her perfume, and the curling smoke of her incense; 
yet if in the everyday intercourse of man with man, of coorts 
of justice with causes, in expounding the doctrines of the great 
declaration and of l^idation, in fhaning new rules of action, 
we should with one oonsent, have asserted that in the 
Deolaratioii of Independence and other national and Stat« 
Constitutions containing tbe same thougbta, that liberty was 
. uBcere, in declaring tbe freedom and equality of all men, and 
the iuaJieoability of the ri^ta, of life, liberty and the pnraut- 
of happiness, we ^ould not hare lost liberty ; for not so doing, 
we bare loat liberty, though we do not miss it ; we have only 
liberty's casket, but tiie jewel is gone ; we ^e playing asd- 
aatiafying ourselres with forms when the substance ha*.- 
departed. We nu^e the loud acclaim, we fire the cannon of 
salutation, crackers borat under our ieet, our toasts may be 
drank in three times three, in the wildest uproar of animid 
exdtement ; still these demonstrations are worse than sense- 
less, because they make us think we are true behevers is 
liberty tmd the divine dignity of man, while we are only 
higb-heeled hypocrites and fanatics, spinning in oouoentrie 
drolea, like brun-tumed derriabes around aa abstraction oi 
liberty, being neither flesh nor spirit, being the great ind^ 
noble, our adoration increasing with our ignorance, sntil tbe 
beatitude of onr worship is made complete in the perfect 
ideeUeat. Still, for a pretence, we make long Hpeeobes about 
Kepublh^aniam and Democracy, while we have nailed and - 
crucified, in and through our colored brother, Liberty on the 
cross. We have so long been absent from true hberty, that 
we should require a formal Introduction before we should 
dare, address her, for she is hot that tawdry drcflsed- ( 
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boKring her name, -who had boM her chsrma to demagogaee^ 
pimps, panders, pirates, buccsneera and slareholdere, whip in 
hand, who have declared that slavery is the chief coraer- 
Stone of onr republican institutions ; while the clergy of the 
Boath have most impiously averred slavery to be a Bible, 
God-honored, Christian institution, to he kept. Shameiiil 
impiety and desecration of the fonntain of Eternal tmth. 

The court will pardon me while we look for a moment at 
the snblime teaching of that wonderful and holy book, the 
Bible, 80 often lugged in to uphold piracy at the expense of 
the Eternal's justice and man's happiness. The Almighty 
has done a thousand fold more, to express hia infinite abhor- ' 
rence of slavery, than of all other crimes and offences against 
hiff law. He has suspended the laws of nature, and in one 
instance of time, smote two and a half millions of people with 
death, and caused the sea itself to retreat before the fugitive- 
stave, and made, as predicated on these amazing exercises ot 
power, a direct revelation of himself, and immediately caused 
our revealed religion to be produced, to express his everiast- 
ing detestation of a orime which would unthrone Him, and 
crush his creature man, and place him beside the beast of the 
field. Our maker destroyed the first edition of mankind. In 
the second emission and publication of onr race, Egypt became 
the sohoohnaster nation of the human race, and the great 
instructor of mankind. The nations of the earth, on camels 
and dromedaries, came, in the infancy of antiqnity, to l^ypt, 
to exchange their rude materials ■ and ignorance for the 
Egyptian works of art and knowledge. In feet, no opinion 
was considered worthy of general acceptance, by the snrrouwt 
ing barbariana, unless it had an Egyptian indorsement, and 
their wise men's stamp and mark upon it. 

It appeared that the Israelites, in near four hundred years, 
had increased to two and a half millioDs of people, as would 
Mon from the mnnher of men spoken of in ^eir Ezodiw. 
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The Fharaohg had a sUva mukat for oeatazieB. Tha poor 
Jews bad become slaves of the most diBtreasing type. They 
had their overseerB, their diatinct taska ; they were sconi^ed, 
and had every mark of human debuement and Blaveiy in- 
, dieted. The day of their deliveranoe was in an age, in vhidi 
tile paBBion for pnblic BtroctnreB, impoBing in their magmtade, 
wonderfal in their display of high-wrought efforta of geniiu, 
constituted the chief employment of their kingB, and great 
m^i, for oentnriee. The poor 'Hehr&vn had often laid their 
petitions before Pharaoh through Moses and Aaron, asking to 
be permitted to go into the wilderness, and wOTihip their 
Ood. Bat Pharaoh, as a ^veholder, stood between this 
peofde and tfadr conscience, and r^sed to let them go. 
Slavery strikes down the rights of consd«nce always, for l^ere 
is not a slave in the TToited States, who is informed in any 
jreasonable degree in the ChristiaD religion, who does not 
remain in slavery, c<Hitrary to the plainest teachings of his 
own conscience. The Ahnighty having warned the Egyptian 
government of the great crime of holding men in bondage, 
was determined, in the early ages of mankind, to settle the 
question of his infinite abhorrence of slavery, in a manner so 
alamentary and signal, that the stamp of His finger-marks 
should remain nneraaable through sU coming ages. For 
slavery overthrows the will of the victim, fuid the claim of 
theAhnightyto the adoration of his creatures; and no power 
can get in between God and man, and interfere on this- sub- 
ject, vmless it ia slavery. Slavery breaks down the will, 
volitioii, and choice of its victim ; the slaveholder Bteps in 
between the slave and his Maker, and says, oh, slave, talk 
not of o<»iBcienoe, yonr religion, or your Qod ; do my will, 
or die ; my will is your law, and not your God's j my will 
you must obey,.or die. Slavery always diapntes onr Maker's 
supremacy ; warning after warning, mirade a^r mtraole, had 
bean lost upon the obdoraoy of Egypt's king. 
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' One moming, u the populfttioa of that kiosdom of fiileen 
millions of people arose and looked at their beloved Nile, lo ! 
and be^Id, it was one vast riTer of blood, from the cataraots 
wh^e ita tumbling toirents of blood fell ia mighty roar, aaA 
porsaed their sweeping course for 600 miles to its eereil . 
months, where the Mediterr«aean, receiving its tribute from 
this anoient servant, blushed for twenty te^ues around, at 
Pharaoh's impadence. The stranger from aiar, the traders, 
seekers of knowledge, and the citizens, stood that livdong 
day, and wondered at the bloody Nile ; and as reasons were 
asked and given, I think I hear them say, the reaaoD why the 
Nile runs blood is that Pharaoh holds the Hebrews a& sl&Tes, 
and the Hebrews' God demands their release, and shows his 
anger and his power at Fharsoli'B refusal. The Btran^r 
would oany this news to the utmost bounds of living man, 
saying, one entire day I saw the Nile run blood, to express 
the abhorrenoe of the Hebrews' Qod agdnst the crime of 
slavery. 

Agun, the heavens were darkened at noon by the gyrati<»iB 
of armies of loouets, which shut out the snn, and they con- 
Bumed the vegetation of this fertile land ; men cried for mercy, 
and in a few hours this army of destructive locusts was carried 
on the wings of a strong west wind into the deptJis of the 
Red Sea, not one left. The Egyptian and the stranger knew 
that the Hebrews' Glod had done this, to cause these poor 
slaves to be ddivered &om the mighty monarch's cruel 
power. 

On a certain other day the obstinate Pharaoh refused 
^ter many prOToises to let the poor Hebrew slaves go free. 
It ia noon ; the burning power of a June son strikes the laud ; 
anon, all eyes in Egypt are turned to a bhick cloud rising out 
of the west, over the Lybian desert. This waa the first 
thunder^toim in Egypt, and the laEt, for it neither raiss oor 
bails in Egypt, owing to the great LylHaa doH^t of Bandou 
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the vest, ud the ArabiiB desert on the east, «a |^<MOtA«m 
BQppose. It ildrts the westers he&vms, and the terrifie 
oloads nose themselves h^her and higher ; m«i tun ptde ; 
soon the low and solemn tones of thonder are heard ; men 
tremble and say it is the TOice of the daves' God — in a mo- 
ment the flashes of forked lightning pUf with infinite quick- 
ness, men fidl on th^ knees and declare it is the flashing of 
the angry eyes of the Hebrews* God at the Egyptians* cm- 
ehies. The doads rise to the hi^ altitude of noon ; the 
lightning, the winds, and roaring thnnder send consternation 
into the hearts of affrighted men. It a[^>ears like night, 
nature in agony, men fear to apeak, nod beKeve they are on 
the eve of doom ; men and beasts hide themselves in extreme 
terror ; the thnnder makes the esrdi tremble from pole to 
pole; the pyramida rook from their deep foundations, the 
rains descend, the liail beats the earth, fire and ice leap from 
the douds, while the lightning strikes down the trees, plays 
round the pyramid tops, smites the sphinx, and runs along 
npon the ground, men in agony, praying for deliTerance ; 
I^iaraoh and his court He prostrate in the palace, the earth 
seems diakm ont of its plaoe, and afl nature in oonvulaiottB, 
The king imf^res mercy, and the Father of all hears, pities, 
and delivers the fiiithlesa king and people, and ere the snn 
went down, that stonn and desolation had forever gone by, 
and the last dond snnk below the horizon in the Red S», 
while the beautifiil son rolls down the western heavens, smil- 
ing in mercy &om and beyond the dark solitudes of the in- 
terminable Lybian sands. This storm, all men knew, was an 
evidence of God's displeasure at slavery. But Pharaoh 
would not let the people go. 

It is in Egypt and is midnight when the young wife, bnt 
two years married, awoke and placed b«t hand on the 
shoulder of her youthful husband ; he was as cold as marUe, 
he would not awake at her moomfql cry — he was dead, b» 
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mu the first bom of hia parents, ^e arose in vUd despair, 
she lit ft flBmbean, and looked at her little babe on the mat- 
tress ; the fixed smile was there, rigid in death, never to be 
relaxed ; he was the ^rsC bom of his parents ; she flies to 
ber iatber's and mother's bed in the next room, she awakes 
ber &ther, but none bat the archangel can arouse her 
mother from death's sleep, most profbnnd ; she was the first 
bom of her parents. She sends her man-serraQt to ber 
neighbor fi>r help in this awful honr ; the semnt enters the 
nflighbor's, a ligM is there, wailiii^ and horror meet him. 
The aged fiither of the second house was the first bom of hia 
poreBta, and is dead, and the in&nt first bom is also dead. 
Ho contortion, no groan was ever heard of all who felt in a 
sfaagle instant, on that dreadfol night ; they lay with all tbe 
peace of eternal sleep npon them. The servsat finds another 
servant in this second house of death, they go out, they bear 
the Sttrrivors' wail, and see the balefiil torch lit np in every 
hoQse aronnd ; they ascend a tower on tbe banks of the Kile, 
high above and all around, as in a moment, for forty nules, aa 
far SB eye can meaaore lig^t up<»i the earth's dark &oe, the 
beams of tbe death torch of that direfid hour irom all dire^' 
tions strike their wretched eyes. The lamentations were 
loud and long ; and when tbe morning sun arose, the angel 
of death for long hours bad been gone from the abodes of 
man and beast, and there was not one bonse in all the land 
of Bgypt in which there was not one dead, or about two and 
half millions — one^ixth of the people, or a life of one of 
Egypft slaveholders had been taken, for each Hebrew slave 
detained. So mistaking the power and will of the God of 
the bondmen longer, and the affinghted Pharaoh and his 
court cry to tiiese slaves, " up and begone, or we are all dead 
men." The l^eral, the most terrible m time, Uien followed. 
Notbing like these deaths or funerals in tbe hktory of onr 
laee. 
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The ftigitiT« risres had marched to the northeast and 
reached the Bed Sea, and vere in great fear, r^msing on its 
banks between two monnt^ns, the one on their right, and the 
other an their left. Solemn hotiFS ! As they rested we may 
teiga that yoong Hebrevs olimb to the momitain tops, and 
naw the rilling donds of dnst on the sonthweetem edge 
of the heaventi. That army is led od by FhanK^'a gene- 
rsis, of chariots and cavalry, the notes of trumpets fell 
np<Hi their ears, and the yonog men cry to their friendB be- 
low, "They come! they oomel we hear thdr trmnpets on 
the phiinl" Then the desponding fiigidves cried, "Were 
there no graves in Egypt f" Hie night came, portentons ; a 
mighty dond rested between the riaveholders md the 
trembling Aigitives. On Uie side next to the poor slaves, the 
cloud beamed aa irom a pillar of fire, all hght, the smite of 
heavei). On the other side of the olond the pursuing slave- 
holders saw it all dark, lugnbrions, presa^g to &em the 
horrors of their last day. This was uiotber finger-mai^ of 
Divine pofver. The morning lowered, and, in clouds, to 
these sad and impious slaveholders heavily brought on that 
day whose end they would never eee. The trembling Jhgi- 
tives stood looking mne miles across the intervening Red 
Sea, wliose waves broke in melancholy murmurs at their 
feet. Desptur was on every &oe. When Moses spoke, 
*' stand still and see the salvation of the Lord," anothw 
finger-mark of Ommpotence was made, and Moses stretched 
out his rod over the Ked Sea, and anon a long line of sub- 
udence of the waters appears. Every fagitive eye saw it. 
Then the reflowing of waters from that central line, the 
piling of waters follow ; the waters ascend and pile, ascend 
and pile, until the naked bottom across appears with per- 
pendicular water walls of great height, by Omnipotence held 
up, and probably one mile wide is left like a dean beacb. 
The fugitives pass down on this untraveUed road, and finally 
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dniaion after diviiion rose upon the ftuUier nde. At length 
the weak paased up, the oripple clunb the bank, and ]o I there 
see those little orphans poll themselves up by twigg, and that 
poor old man on bis cmtchea, they help poll him up — they 
are all op and over. Nov rises the vildest, grandest, and 
most sublime nmsic wMoh ever bnrst from human lip» — ^the 
fu^tireB' song 1 The headlong TindiotiTe slavebolderB, born- 
ing with rage, thirstmg for revenge, follow on the fugitives* 
track into the sea ; and as they were at the central deaths of 
the Red Sea, gravitation was permitted to re-assert her 
aadent law, when down came these mighty monntaiss of 
waters to their fonaken bed. Pharaoh and hia haughty 
hosts expired in the centre of s miracle. For forty years 
the Almighty fed these poor fugitive slaves directly from His 
own table. 

The God of Heaven, as in mercy to man, that he might 
never again commit the atrocious crime involved in slavery, 
caused Moimt Sinai to ijuake from its deep foundations, and 
amidst the thunders and the lightnings, the Ahaigbty, with 
his own finger, wrote the tables d the law, his ten eternal 
orders, which are most eminent Anti-S^ery in character, 
that the crime which had shaken Egypt to its fbundatimu, 
m^;ht nevtx ooonr again, for want of a Divine prohibiti<m. 
TioB was the decalogue, " Love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, mmd, and strength, aod thy neighbor as thyself." This 
c<Hnmand obeyed, destroys all the slavery in the world. What 
slaveholder can kindly love his slave nnless he manumits him P 

The pre&ce to these commands, in the sixth verse of the 
fifth chapter of Deuteronomy, " I am the Lord thy God, 
which broi^ht thee out of tiie land of Egypt, and from the 
house <if bondage." 

"Honor thy father and mother." No, says the slave- 
htdder, I will sell your &ther and mother, you must obey 
youTiaaBter. 
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** HiOQ flhah not kill." I viB kin, uya the alarcholder, if 
it is neoenary, by flt^ji^g to obt^ BabnoisBiCMi ; or if tb* 
slave will nm from me when I tell him to atop, I will shoot 
aod kill him, and Sonthera law mya amen. 

'* Thou Bbalt not oomDutadnltery." I will oommit adtUtery, 
and break the marriage oovwiant between my slaree, and 
compel them to marry over wheo my interest will be pro* 
tnoted, or separate man and wife by sale or {Hindiaae, and 
make them marry again. 

" Thou ahalt not steal" I will steal, and ^[u^priate, aays 
the daveholdcr, all that man hath, all he, oan earn, and tha 
man Aimt^/t when my interest can be promoted thereby. 

" 'nion shalt not oovet." I will covet that man's or that 
woman's body, and X will possess myself of tJiem, and appro- 
priate tliem to my own use, says the slaveholder. 

Look at the oondesoensioa of the Almighty. He made 
these poor fuj^tave slaves the librarians and costodians of 
the revelatuHi of his will to mankind. Slavery treads this 
revelation under foot, and qootes the Bible to prove 
slavery, when there is the most incontestable evidence that 
there never would have been a revelation in the decalogue, 
bat as the finishing stroke of those awM woodetB and mira- 
cles, on the faith of which our religion rests, all originating, 
oonverging and terminating in that great itmdamental pro- 
position, that Ood infinitely abhors slavery, becanse it snp. 
plants hia direct authority over the will of His diild, and 
throws His child, with an immortal mind, made in his own 
im^e, into the cat^ory of bnit«Jbeasts, thus forever ovep- 
tbrowing the iimdamcntal relation of Crod to man, of man to 
his neighbor, and of man to himself To vindicate the 
character, power and justice of the Snprenae, and bring maa 
home agun to his true relations, was well worthy of a display 
of such awful power, inttodudng Himself im God to the 
ancient world. 
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' Mr. S. uid there vae anotlLer propontion -which be wished 
to glance «t in paasing. That wa» the Constitation of the 
United States, for were he before the King's Bench, in West- 
minister Hall, he would there iniiBt, and be betieved with 
eatiie woesa, that there was not a slave in New Jersey, or 
in «aj slave State, who had been d«priv^ of his liberty 
according to law. I mean Blaves as they are generally 
and at large, and not those who have been oonvioted <tf 
crimes ; and therefore there is not a slave, if yon admit him 
a person, as ^veholders contend, but mast be discbai^M by 
a judge or a conrt, on being bronght before sdd oonrt on the 
ground ihat he has never been deprived of bia liberty by due 
procesa of law, according to the ConetitntioD of the United 
States. "Nat record most be produced, originating in a 
dedsion or im indictment of a grand jury, and the finding o£ 
a petit jury, and the prononncing of judgmetit thereon, 
by a court c^ competent jarisdictioi). This, Sir Edward 
Coke, and Jsdge Story on ^r Edward's authority, in 
his Commentaries, 440, says is the meaaing of dne pro- 
eese of law at common law, as used in Xapna Charta. 
But I am willing to reduce the character of the oonrt, 
and even strike Ont the petit and grand jury from the 
instrmnentality — and then I say that "due process of 
law" means a conrt or some judicial personage, one or 
more making a court, who have adjudicated the man to be 
a slave ; and if that record cannot be found, the man must 
go free ; or the individoal mnst not lose his liberty without 
dne process of law. That record cannot be found in this 
land. Wilt any man pretend that plantation and cart-whip 
discipline is due process of lawf Will any pretend that 
being deprived of the right to learn to read, or write, ae in 
aome of our States, under the penalty of twenty-five lashes 
on the naked back of the teacher and the taught, is due pro- 
cess of law ? Yes, for the mother to teaoh her child to speQ 
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the nune of the BaTioor, for the woond attempt, mother aod 
child are to be whipped one hundred laahes ; for the OarA 
offence, the puniahment of death. Ib this the dne process at 
law, named in the ConatitBtion of the United States? 
The pDnoing of fugitivea with bloodhoanda cannot be the 
dne procees of law of Ute Constitation. 

The separation by sale of hnaband from wife, and wife 
&om hosband, and children fkim both, to suit the coa- 
Tenienoe of the master, camiot be dne process of law ? The 
being bom of slave mother, on a elaveholder's plantation, 
cannot be dne process of law ? The being torn away from 
home, kindred and friends, and sent by the middl^ passage 
to a filare auction in Sonth Carolina, and sold on the boards 
into hopeless bondage, ctuinot be dne process of law ? 

Is not slavery a puoisbment or an infliction on men beyond 
the track of the common misfortunes of mankind, of snfSoient 
magnitude to have it left to some mortal man, in the ahape 
of a justice or judge, to adjudicate a man into the great drag- 
net of slavery ? For, we find it takes the strongest judicia] 
power La the land to get him out. Slaveholders claim hm 
onder the word " person " in the Constitntion, becanse they 
say, there is no other word by which they can denote slavery. 
The word person I have, in this ai^nment in relation to dne 
process of law, used in the slaveholding sense, which ia, aftw 
all, downright perverutm. 

The word person, in the Constitution of the United States, 
means a bnman being possessed of the natural rights of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happmess. The word person 
means a human being in the frdiness of his naturtd rights, 
and nothing more. The Greeks, Romans, and Englwh, 
whether using the Word in law or in oonunon parlance, mean 
this, and noting more ; and yon can legally no more express 
the idea of a slave by it than yon can that of a king, A man 
who is a riave, aooording to slave law, has lost his perionafft, 
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if I tnay bo apeak, and bas passed into cliattlehood, or thing' 
hood, and all the rigfats of person are annihilated, or in a 
atate of aospended animation, nntil the pare air of liberty 
infistes his lungs again. The OonBtitntion of the United 
. States ia an Anti-Slavery document, in its general spirit and 
tendencies ; and under other auspices and cironmstances 
Tonld have been called a great ac#bf universal emancipation, 
and have set every slave free in tbe land, being paramount 
law, without doing the thousandth part of violence in con- 
Mruction Tvhi<^ has been done by a slaveholding int«rpreta- 
tion, by which it has been made into a BlsTehoMing document, 
to crea^ the horrid institution by reSnacting the slave-IawB 
of the two States of Virginia and Maryland, thereby cover- 
ing the two seolionB of tbe District of Columbia, in creating 
and regulating by territorial laws, slavery in eight of the 
new States ; five of which, Florida, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Arkansas and Missouri, were not a portion of the United 
States or its territories at the adoption of the Constitution of 
the United States. The Congress of the United States 
imder alavebolding dictation created slavery, therefore, ia 
Eieotaoky, Tennessee and Alabama, a portion of onr territory 
at the adoption of tbe Conatitution ; and in tbe other five 
States tbe nation purchased the territory and created tbe 
iofititulion in them as territories, and the Congress then 
brought these five slave States into the sisterhood of the 
republic. And now wo are told slavery is a State institution, 
and is beyond the reach of any power of Congress, for its 
extermination ; that is, that Congress has power to create 
and fasten this infernal institution on a territory, bnt has no 
power to abolish it anywhere, after it baa enacted it once 
into existence, either in its territorial or State character ; it 
haa no power to lop, restrain or eradicate slavery from a 
State or territory, bat is bonud to foster and nurture it with 
pwflBtal ewe, as one of the patriwehc^ domettic ajiA peculiar 
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in$titviiim» of the Sonth. Pflrmit me to itssert, as it regitrds 
these Btotes, that C<Kigreas had no more poirer to t^eate 
alBTery there in tfaa beginning than it had to create an anto- 
<»«t in either of those States or territories, in whose hand and 
his heirs all power, legidative, jadidal and execatiTe, idtonld 
be centred forever, with full power to Bcli or dtapose of the 
bodies of all the people 4r inhshitants who should or might 
oome within the honndn of his temt<n7 or State. For the 
power exercised in the case of slavery by one half of the 
inlMhitaiits orer the other, ia precisely the same in degree 
■md kind as that described, only the nnmber of the antocrats 
is increased. Each autocrat has a less number of emh^eeta, 
but the power exercised is precisely the same in extent, and 
in relatim to those on whom it operates, is the same precise 
antocratism, as tiion^ there was bat one despot. Now I 
dray that Coi^resB has lawful power to do any such thing. 

Many persons run to the Madison papers published in the 
last few years, to ascertain the meaning cf the framers of the 
Constitution, who met m I^uladelphia in 1787, as a mere 
committ^ of the nstioB, sent out to report to the people the 
form of a Consthntion for their adoption in the summer of 
1788. I deny in any event, the right to resort to this mode 
of interpretation, to contradict the noble and glorious text 
of that doonment ; bat sapposing this a correct mode of 
getting darbness into the room to show the light, stiB it is 
not apfdied at the -right point. Thirteen State couTentions 
were held in the year 1788, by the authority of their respee- 
five legislatures, to adopt or r^ect what had been framed, 
by a committee-convention of the nation, as a body of 
dranghte^ of the form of the Conetitation, who had been 
sent to Philadelphia, dnring the summer of 1767, to do that 
very work ; not to adopt that Constitution, but to report the 
form of one, to the people ot the States. 

In the BBnaner of 1788, the people, in their thirteen State 
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Gonrcmtiotii, by the constitntkinal nomber of Dine, adopted 
this Constitution ; and if this mle of interpFetatios dov 
Bonght to be adopted, could be made applicable anywhere, we 
should have to go to the adopters, and not die frainers. 
What, and how did the adopterB,ihe people, understand this 
instrument when they adopted it 7 Did they underfltand it 
in My senae different from what it imports on its &oe 7 
Where are the eeoret intentions, private understandings, 
thoae implied goaranties and corions fandfiil compromises 
gi thoae thirteen Conventions of adopters f Have they ever 
come to light except in some long speeob of some Bcnthem 
aUveholding orator ? How came the deacendanta of those 
■laveboldera of 1788 to be made the special depositees of all 
those secret guaranties, compromises, and implied nndeiv 
standings, in behalf of slavery, now spoken of with a confi- 
dence as startling as the information commnnioated is impor- 
tant, novel, and lalse. This was not so. These are mere 
after- thoughts of despotism. Ko man has ever shown one 
word from the adopters, ctHiflicting with de text. Shall a 
committee sent ont by the nation, affix to well nsdentood 
language of the common law, and of every day use, some 
secret cabalistic meaning in hostility to the text; and then 
get the people, through their Conventions, to adopt the 
Constitution for the beautifol principles it expressed on its 
fi«^ and after that was accomplished, to wwt till the fhuners 
and adopters are dead, and then to come out and say, ah, 
the people have adopted this Constitutton, for what it par- 
ported on its iace, but we, the sons and grandsCTis of the 
southern framers, have a cabalistic key- left by our grand- 
fathers in the South, by which, when the word justice 
i^pears, onr grandfatheFB meant slavery or injustice; when 
we used the word persons we meant slaves sometimes, and 
sometimes free persons / wh«i we said " no person shall be 
deprived of life, liberty or property without due process of 
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]uw," ve there nndentood a slave tobo& chattel or a piece 
of pTopertj, and not a perton ; we had a sliding-ecale by 
vttich we ueed the word person for alave when the mter«£ 
of the slareholder is to be promoted, bnt when the laagtu^^e 
can be applied to him as a person in another part of the 
instrument, and thereby set him free, the intendment ia to 
be against liberty, and we did not mean that he should have 
any of the blesBings of the Constitution, but only ita oorses 
and itB omelty. When the word person means bitter, it is 
the slare's portion ; wh^i the word person means atMett he 
has no lot or part in that matter. AlUiou^ the word person 
never meant slave in any written document before we affixed 
it among onrselres, or our grandiathers did, in this pectdiar 
sense, and refiised to use the word slave. This was tbe 
secret opinion of the dralters, who sui^iosed they could thus 
deceive the adopters mto adoption. When we enacted that 
Article by which we said " the United States shall guarantee 
a republican form of government to each of the States," we 
knew the old and true meaning of a republican form of govern- 
ment to be one in which the government was made by and 
for the benefit of the governed, and that each person in a 
republioan form of government was bom free and equal, and 
entitled to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. This, 
we knew, would by force of this provision in the ConstitntJ(»i 
of the United States, if faithfully honored, blot out slavery 
from every State constitution, and every State upholding a 
proportion of slavery by State legislation, it being diametri- 
cally opposite to a republican form of govemmwt; therefore, 
it was agreed secretly, as a compromis", by the framers of 
tbetConetitation, aa one of the secret compromises or implied 
gnaranties, against liberty, that this shoold be an ttneaeercieed 
article, or an ttntued/uruuion of the Federal Constitution, as 
a sort of fifth wheel to a coach ; because, if carried oat, it 
would cut up slavery, root and branch, in the old States then 
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made, imd in tlie new to he made. Therefore, sayi tUs 
Beoret compromise-keeper, wej at the seHBion of Congress in 
1846, in pureaance of oiir secret cwnpromifle of interprefa- 
tioD cNf langoage, with its uw and diswte, and nnder tfae sns- 
penuoB of that article of the Federal Constitntion gnaran- 
teeing a republicaa form of govemmeiit, admitted Florida 
as a State, as we had sereral slave States before, in which we 
permitted this Articte of the constitution, gaaranteeing a 
' republican form of government to each State, to be ovei- 
ridden and to^y disregarded, aa though it did not exist ; 
and in the Florida constitution, slavery is held such a sacred 
and centra right among her institntions, that it is placed out 
of reach and beyond the control of her own legislature, and 
that colored freemen coming icto that State from Maine, 
Massachusetts, or other &ee States, may be sold as slaves; 
and the right the Constitution guarantees to each citizen of 
one State in enjoying all the privileges of citizenship in 
another State, says our secret compromise-keeper, means, as 
it was understood by the framers in the cabalistic catalogue, 
that this part of the Constitution should never apply to a 
Hassachosetts or Rhode Island citizen, if his great grand- 
mother had a drop of African blood in her veins;' and that 
although the Constitution of the United States had abolished 
attainders in this country, still, so far as free colored citizens 
were concerned in coming from free to slave States, they were 
to be regarded, in defiance of the Constitution of the United 
States, as attiunted — ^yes, the victims of a colored attainder, 
and subject to the awful judgment of perpetual slavery for 
showing their colored heads, with no helmet but the Federal 
Constitution for thdr protection, in a slave State. 

And if the old State of New Jersey had had the benefit of 

Hie Federal Constitution before the adoption of your new 

Constitution of 1B44, and if Congress had given this State 

the practical benefit of a republican form of goverment, by 

15 
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abolhbing in ODngren yoor State tUtne laws, u coDtraiy to 
a TspnMicaa form of gavemmoit, it would not bxre been _ 
Deoessai7 for me to have troabled yoor Honors, the legida^ 
tiou of Congreea being paramootit to all State constitntkms 
and State legislation on all points within ite conXatational 
jurisdiction. And i^thoagb the ctHistitntion of a State maj- 
be silent on the subject of darery, atill, if slaTehc^^ng legi^ 
laticHi dishonor the State statute book, then Congress baa 
jnrifldictioD to abolish such State law, as renders the form of 
that State govemmeat hostile to arepublicanfonn of gomn- 
ment. The form of a State goremment may be republioaa 
in ite constitntioii, but I^tslation may apriii^ up in that 
State, by which one hidf of the people may aessme to own 
the otiier half, in direct hostility to a republican fonn of 
government, and the United States is then bound, by 8<Hne 
ezcrdse of sovereign power, to restore to the people of New 
Jersey, a repubhcan fonn of goTemment, eith^ by legists 
tiion in Congress or by the exercise of jadicial powerthnni^ 
the Federal or State judiciaries ; and if throng the latter, 
then I am in my proper place to contend here, this day, that 
this old law of slavery was unconstitational ever since the 
adoption of the ConsdtntLon of the United States, as being 
contrary to the fundamestal gnarsnty of the Republic, and 
all State laws conflicting with said goaruity of a repuUican 
form of government are null and void, as nmoh as a State 
law violating the liberty of conscience seoored by the Co&> 
atitntion ; and if this groond be a sound position, the slave 
laws have been void from the adoption of the Ctmstitution, 
as being in direct hostility.lo the solemn guarauty ia the 
GonstitDtion in &vor of a republican form of govenuneat. 
Give me a republican form of government in the Constitu< 
tiou and the legislation of a State, and I defy any man to hold 
a human being in that State as a slave, acoordingtothe law of 
that country, until the meaning of language is revctetaMiized. 



D,gn,-.rihyGOO^Ie 



BLAVmr IS HEW JEBSEY. 8S9 

The very idea of a ConstitatioD of die United States in on 
cntarged view would be replete with consequencefl full of 
prions import to the boodmen of tbie land. Aa baa been 
nid by me before in the oonne of this arguMent, a Consti- 
tnti<m q>ringB from our weakness and need of protection, and 
is a coTenant of the whole people with each peraon, and of 
eadi penonvith the whole people, for the protection and 
defence td' onr natoral rights, of life, hberty, and the porvnU 
al faappinesB. Is it possible to ccmccive that a people meet- 
iag from their natnrd weakness, and sfler coming together, 
AHicliide to make a charter party of piracy ? That, altbongb 
they agree to protect and defend five-sixths of the peopft in 
tiieir natural rights, yet, aa°it r^;ards the other Bixth, they 
solemnly covenant and gnarantee, to give them no prote^ 
fion or advsntage therefrom, but oovenutt to strip said on^ 
dxth of their natural rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness ; and reduce them to chattels, men-breathing 
property, so that they would be infinite losers by forming a 
Oonstitutioi]. Instead of having their natnral rights pro- 
tected, they are stript of the right to themsekes, and delivered 
OTertomasterB,who, dnmkor sober, reasonable or nnreasona> ' 
Ue, sennble or foolish, are to make for them Constitnldons 
and laws, in the height of passion, prompted by lust, avarice 
er meanness, from hour to hour, and day to day, imtil life's 
end. The staveholders contend the Constitution of the 
United States seonred them these terrible advantages. If it 
did; and the adopters had so understood it, I do not believe 
a single State' would have seriously entertuned an Idea 
of its adoption for a ringle moment, north of the State of 
Delaware. 

To be sure, we have lived under an invinile Conat&ution 
at daveholding' constmction for fifty-five years, which we 
have never seen, but have often bitteriy felt — the good 
himert anti-slavery Coiutttnticm viAob idioidd have gtme into 
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opett^ioo on tbe fourth f>f March, 1789, sa it wu honestly 
adopted, and if curied out, in the integrity of its higfa and 
gloriona purpose, would, long ere this, have extiqnted 
Blavery from this guilty Uutd, and made it the paradise of tb« 
new irorld. But the govemment, from its adoption, has 
been onder, as a general propoBidon, the control of slare- 
holdjng I^reaidents, Yice-Preudents, Spealiers of the Hodh« 
of Bepreaentatires, who organize the legislative power wilii 
five iniUinM of whites at the South, and ten millions of wkites 
in the North. The South should hare had three of the sine 
judges of the Supreme Court of the ITnited States, but they 
have Are and the Nortii four ; they have two-thirds of th« 
jbragn ministers, the principal officers on the sea and on th« 
land. The Santli have fiinii^ed the spiraoles through whidt 
the government has breathed, yes, and the eyes with whii^ 
it saw, the ears with which it heard, and the tot^:ues and 
pens by which it spoke and wrote. It is no wonder the ship 
lost the track of its contemplated voy^e, and became t^ 
ftbuaed organ of a section of the land whose supposed int»> 
resta prosecuted an implacaUe war upon human rights, or is 
' other words the basis and prosperity of whose peculiu: ins^ 
tutitms were quickened into life by tears and blood, and 
found their proper aliment in cmdiing and prostitutiiig the 
rightfl of one half of th^ own popuiation, and holding hnmia 
labor in contempt, by whicii three millions of their own 
population, being white men, could not labor by the side of 
the slave without disgrace ; and they, the whites, hiring no 
capital but th^ labor, smik down to a point of degradatloa 
but little above the. slaves — no schools, they became the 
lazaroni of this continent ; while some forty thousand oU- 
garchifts, owning most of the land and the slaves, and being 
prompted by ambition and money, moved by the commiM 
spirit of slavery, the true bond of connection and source of 
th^ p<ditiea] power — these men hftve snatohed tim C<nMti- 
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tntaoD front the nation, and Lave giTen ai by the force of 
sappreasion, violation, coaatruction and interpretation, com- 
naingled with their iftnciful gnaranties and compromiBes, a 
Gonatitntion aa by them administered, bearing a &int resem- 
blance to the one given ns by the fethera of the Revolution, 
with their vonnds yet unhealed from the battl&-fields of 
freedom. ITie preamble of tbe Constitution of the tTnited 
States moat have been adopted after the whole doonment had 
been prepared by the framers, aa the grand exponent of 
intention ; and as so mack is said by alavebolding casaigtry, 
I ha^ often thought that the framera of that instrument bad 
a melancholy foreboding, that attempts might be made by 
the crafty and designing of an after age, to pervert that 
doooment, so plain and Bo full of good sense and virtuons 
principle, to some sinister purpose ; therefore, am an everlast- 
ia^fiHgtr-board pointing to the straight road of intent, they 
viitually said — "Here we unlock our hearts, as to object 
and design, and we say, Trust not those who tell you this 
18 not the truth. This is our design : We, the people of the 
United States, in order to form a more perfect onion, estsbliah 
justice, seoure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defence and promote the general welfare, and seoure "the 
bleasiDgs of liberty, for us and our posterity, do establi^ and 
ordaia this Constitution for the United States of America." 

What purity and nobility of object I How much have we 
had practioally, of this Constitution, by slavebolding con- 
Btmction? Let ua see how it would read if made'ibr the 
object intended by slaveholders and their apologistB, and aa 
we practiiially see it administered. ",We, five-sixtha of the 
people of the United States, in order to seoure a union among 
ourselves, which rfiall make the other sixth curse the Union, 
and to establish justice for five-sixtha by the moat cmel 
injustice to the other sixth ; to provide for the common 
defence of five-sixths, by taking away all public and private 
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defoice from the other sixth ; to promote t^e ] 
wel&re of fiTe-wxtha by destroying the entire -wel&re of 
the other sixth ; to secure the blesaings of liberty to fivfr- 
sixtha and the curses of neTer-ending slavery to the otfaor 
nxth, do ordain this ConstitDtion for the United States f^ 
America." 

What vonld the adopters in the thirteen States hare laid 
to saoh a draft of a Constitntioo V Meet of the tbirtem 
States, on organizing the conventions of 1768, for Hjeotjon 
or adoptioD, voold have resolved to have let the common 
hangman hang this Constitntioa on the gallows, Titb, ciei- 
oatnres of the leaders in the convention of 1787, and dotied 
the scene by burning it up, and have adjourned aina die. 
Another convention of the United States tronld have been 
oalled by an indignant people, and the fizat uticle would 
have abolished slavery, by name, in the United States, as an 
everlasting disturbing oanse, no longer to be trusted to dis- 
grace our soiL 

Many seem to think, that we derive our natural, as weQl aa 
^tizen rights, from a Constitution. That cwinot be so. Our 
natural rights are derived from our Maker, and the Constito- 
tion is like a fence around them to protect theaa from the 
invasioa of others. Men derive title by letters-patent; from 
the sapreme power of the State, to their land, and the fence ia 
placed around it to protect it from the wandering herd. Con- 
Btitntions may also be sud to be of Americwi origin, and it is 
aot possible we were so corrupt in the morning of the atuenoe. 
To be sure England talks of our Constitution ; she speaks of 
the Magna Charta, obtained by fierce and ignorant barooa, 
in the year 1215, with sword in hand, from feeble John ; 
also the introduction of the Protestant religion, by Henry 
Vlil., and the Revolotion of 1688, and some other important 
epochs like the Reform Bill, whioh added to Uie oarrent 
stream of imperii legislation, all consdered, being ^*^m<^ 
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indiffeita," make the emu and substance of wbat an Esglish- 
man means hj the Conatitntion of his oountTy, France made 
lereral Constitntiona daring the political paroxysms and 
revolutions of that cnrioos people, during the latter end of 
the eighteenth and the beginning of the nineteenth centuries, 
bat at last this gallant people revolved in a circle of element 
at7 expedients, from 178B to the war of the barricadee in 
1830, making organic experiments, to collect the true sense 
of the nation respecting the safest place or hands in which to 
lodge power, from which the greatest amoont of protection 
might be expected with the least bardea to the people. 
Different forms of primal law were submitted to the people 
fbr adoption or rejection. 

Bat look at Bussiao, Pmssian, Gennan, and Italian States ; 
tme eaoh person is lookmg to imperial, royal, or duoal pre- 
Togatives, for that security of life, liberty, and property, which 
■honld never have been absorbed by the Crown, bat shoold 
always have constitnted a fundamental layer of human rights, 
eoming from, and adopted by the people, as their waU of 
defence. 

Oar colonies were in the haUt of receiving gifts of a poli- 
tical character, carefully seat over the Atlantic after them, 
in grants, patents, bills of rights, and charters; the very rights 
which they could not have left behind them, and been tnen. 
These constitutions, anywhere and everywhere, as a general 
role, are made to defend human rights and not to crnsh them. 
The very idea of a constitution is like a life-preserver, made 
to save men in their danger in the water, and is not to be 
loaded with lead to sink them. There are innumerable modes 
by which human rights have been crushed, without calling in 
the very thing which should protect them, with which to 
Booomj^h so diabolical a porpose. To suppose ships made 
on purpose to preserve five-sixths, and expressly to drown 
the other sixth who sailed in them ; the bridge to precipitate 
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its sixth psBBenger over it into tlie river ; is not more absurd 
in supposition, than to suppose a United States Constitotion 
to be an instrnment of min and destmction to ever; sixth 
man who sought its protection. Instead of an asylum he finds 
it to. be a dungeon with fetters ; that he is to be bereaved, 
and his posterity in all coining generations, of all oapacity to 
have natural rights ; the forlorn viotims of avarice, lust, 
cmeltf, and oontempt ; himael/t property owned, and in tiie 
most abject form, shorn of the power, to assert the strength 
beayen gave him to protect his most valuable rights. lUghtsI 
Amaung I He has no figtUs but the right to be abased, to be 
whipped, to starve, to suffer, and to die! ! This idea of a 
constitution being used as a death-warrant to execute honuB 
rights, is a horrid solecism 1 inctHnprehensible, yea, a snbUms 
absurdity ; the greatest insult ever offered to the human un- 
deretanding ; and certain men pretend such is the Consdtiv* 
tion of the United States. 

If the Constitution was an animated bemg, with rea&oa 
and a voice, and if you were to ask her to speak and say, waa 
she made to uphold elavery, and destroy human rights, she 
would answer, " As to slavery I know not what you mean by 
the word, I never used it in my life ; I was bom and brought 
into this world for the angle purpose of protecting the rights 
of persons, defending men from the violations of their human 
■ rights, from invasion from abroad, or forceful wrong on 
the soil. I know no one except as apereon possessing the 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, and 6x 
their protection I put forth my power. When the free men 
and women of this country are counted as a basis of repre. 
sentation in Congress and for Presidential electors (Indians not 
taxed excepted), and three-fiflhs of all other persons are to be 
counted, and though States or individuals call those three- 
fifths, slaves, serfs, or connecting links between men and tno»- 
kei/B, and even treat them as such, I only know them as I.dy 
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tliQ rest of maoldnd— as perAns ; my ejres can only Bee men 
as persons, my ears can only hear the cry of men aa persons, 
possessed of natural rights. I cannot he used to destroy the 
liberties of any ionoceitt man. It ia not within the range oi 
my poirer, unless I am perverted to purposes contrary to my 
InBtJncts." " Who dare affirm," says she, " that I guarantee 
slavery and make compromises for its support 7 Oh I" says 
she, " it is all false, it is directly the reverse ; I guarantee to 
each State a Republican form of govermnent, which confers 
the equal right of life, liberty, and property to each innocent 
human being in each of the twenty-seven States ; that is my 
right, my power, my nature, prerogative, scope, end, and 
object of my existence ; and slavery exists in this conntry to 
my unutteraUe confusion, by my violation direct, and by 
reason of the people of this land having refused to allow me 
to prostrate slavery throagh the judiciary or Congress, nnder 
my gnaraaty of a republican form of government to the 
States. Pergona bound to service or labor by laws of one 
State, I say, shall not be Withheld, bat shall be delivered up 
on claim of him to whom such service or labor is due. Hero 
I deal with persons again. If the wife, the son, the daughter, 
the apprentice, the prisoner from his hall, escape into other 
States, I order all of these persons to be delivered to the 
husband, or the fhther, or the master, or thor bail, to whom 
snch labor and service is due, and for this purpose I am a 
perpetual treaty between the States, to accomplish these just 
objects, and save the effusion of blood. I^" says the Consti- 
tution, " a slave is not a person within the protection which 
I afford to all persons where I say 'no pci^on shall be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of 
law,' then he ia a being I have no right to touch and deliver 
np, for I can only deliver up persons bound to, or who owe 
service or labor as persons and not as slaves ; and if these 
persons are slaves, then I am under the most solenm promise 
15* 
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and obligation not to explain* a wa7, bat to see that Hlav»- 
persons, if you please, are not deprived of life or liberty, 
vitbont due proceBs of law, whicb must have been some dis- 
tinct adjudication that the being was a slave, by a court, 
acting on the principles of the common law. No such court 
has been organized in this land, no such judgments have been 
rendered. Ifho is within the protection of the ma^na cAorfa 
part of my character, then I will not deliver the man to bra 
master, as you are pleased to call him, until a judgment of 
Bome kind, showing that the man owes service to another, and 
has been deprived of his liberty by due process of law. Some 
reoord of that tdnd must be shown, or I cannot deliver him 
up." 

S^d Mr. S., I demand that these persons be deUvered rxp 
to enjoy their liberty, on the ground of the declaration in the 
Constitution of the United States, declaring that " no persoif 
shall be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law. There is not a slave or servant, so held, of 
the foar thousand of both sorts in New Jersey, but who is 
entitled to his liberty by the Constitution of the United 
States. 

It is a curious and ridiculous idea of some, that our &ther8 
had secret thcvffhta of crime against man, which they bad 
not the courage to express, under the name of intentitsu, 
when they drafted the Constitution of the United States ; 
and that we, ont of respect to the unrecorded, unwrittea, 
villainouB intentions, and wicked wishes of our fenerable 
ancestors, should take those wicked thoughts and unre- 
corded intentions of crime f^inst the rights of man, as our 
Constitution, under the idea of intention, rather dian the 
beautiful text itself, so full of life, liberty, and justice, tba 
Constitution of the United States, on its own &oe, is ai^ 
and more to be relied on to explain its own meaning -with 
jufitioe to the &amen, adopters, and as, timt |>o«tM>{t^^^Bi 
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all we could learn from each drafter and each adopts, oonld 
we gammoB them before a eoart of justice to explain it as 
tbey anderatood it, on the 4th of March, 1769, the day it 
went into operation. To be snre, if the adopters ever 
thonght of slavery, they did act think to name it, and must 
bave supposed it near its end, and they did not wish to dis- 
grace the nation by the admission that so foul and base a 
thing ever existed. It is truly lamentable to think the 
human mind is yet in such a low State of oivilization, that 
from this point to enter gooae-hood, would be elevation, and 
that men should delight to lay hold of such abaard views, as 
the one exposed, to justly themselves in the perverBion of 
that glorious instrument, to some low and grovelling pnipose, 
pecuniary or p<ditical. 

Mr. S. said that he felt mortified to think it should be 
neceseary for him, in the nineteenth century, to stand In Re- 
pablioan America, the live-long day, before one of the highest 
courts in intellect, learning, and station, to prove a bumfm 
being a man, and not a thing. The pTopc«ition that the 
colored people of this State held in bondage, are men, born 
ft-ee and independent, by the law of nature, is one above all 
demonstration, outstrips all logical deductions, and addresses 
itself to our every perception, for its truth, which can gain 
nothing irom analogy, and borrow nothing from iUnstratioa ; 
oompamoa cannot ud in its development, and similes cannot 
make it more dear to the human mind. Antiquity and to* 
day utter the same response. It is the same yesterday, to- 
day, and forever. Every degree of latitude and longitude 
renders the same verdict, whether at Timbnotoo or at Tren- 
ton ; whether in mind or in body, for time or eternity, they 
are men and women, creatures of hope, gazing on the same 
l»ight, strong, beautiful, and antuent heavens, on which 
Adam, and Solomcm, and Daniel, and Paul, Copernicus, and 
Cohn^w, tuzmedtheir ftdiniiii^^ea ; th« &uaes of oolwwL 
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men, thdr hnmaa oooBteiuutee divine, ooBtaimilg the a um e 
tmerased lineamonta, Tindicating, in celestial heraldry, Uie 
griuidear of their descent, the greatness of tfieir origin — - 
showing that Qod is their father, that all men are brethren of 
one blood ; that the sweets of life, the joy of liberty, the hope 
and pareuit of happiness, are tlie gilts of the Great FaUier, 
to all, and each of his children, with a power and privilege 
forever to climb the ascending heighta of eternity, throng 
the merits of His Son, inoreasing in hapjaness and. knowledge^ 
throi^ the endless day of Heaven. 

The greatest annonncement aSeoting the intereets of man 
ever made rince the adT«it of the Redeemer, waa tha 
synopKH of the r^hta of man, made by the immortal signtts 
of the Declaration of Independence, on the 4tfa day of 
July, 1778. 

The annoimcement waa antagonistic to the opinions of all 
former ages, and the then existing powers of liiis world. 
Russell, Sidney, Milton, Cromwell,, and Locke, were per- 
mitted to ascend the monnt of Discovery, and bdiold, as by 
prophetio sight, in the land of the setting son, beyond the 
vast Atlantic, a people asserting what these philosophers be- 
lieved ; that all men were created free and eqnal^ and possessed 
of oertain inalienable rights, amongst which were life, liberty, 
and the pursoit of happiness. What they hoped for man, 
we have seen and heard. When this sablime dedaration 
was made on the 4th of July, 1776, it was hi^ breason, and 
pohtical athusm, in every other government aa earth. 

To ail other governments with birth-bom longs, hirth-bom 
legislators, birth-bom judges, this declaration (^ the Ameri- 
can Revolutionists was a thonsand times more formidable 
than war or revolution itself. This was a great fundamental 
propo8iti<Hi, placing all men on a level, and as eqnals, on the 
start of the journey of existence ; stating the .valoe^ the 
riohes of their deaitt f l «viM, vi«di so osoirwef anriA 
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direst, no bankruptcy carry avay. ^very, or the inherit- 
able dominion of man over man, witb its complicated train 
of tmcbling dependencies, artificial dietiuctioDS, the iron- 
ralliug of caste, were in one day, by the great proposition of 
the 4th of Joly, stmck dqwa as false in principle. This was 
the sentiment of a New World, and the eignera of the 
great haman being pottulatum, ^obe for themselveB, and 
the unborn nations of this broad continent, respecting thii 
great AmerioMiism of the new hemisphere. The glorions 
sonnd went careering throngh the world, that all men are 
created free and eqnal. He Masaachnsetts slare heard its 
nmso, and joined in the ohoms, and his freedom was con- 
fessed. The filares of New York and Pennsylvania listened 
to the joyful acclann ; the man-chattel of New Hampshire 
cangbt the still snudl voice, and joined in thanks to heaven, 
tbat all were free. Congress cwight the aoimd, and said, the 
African ^ve trade shonld oease on our part forever, and that 
no slave should tread the States of Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, 
Michigan, and the territories of Wisoousin and Iowa. The 
angel of deliverance fiew with the mighty scroll in her right 
band over valley and monntain to ihe vast lands of Mexico^ 
and proclaimed ftom the smnmit of her smoking volcanoes, 
that all men were bora free aqd eqnal; and in one day, 
60,000 black slaves, and two millions of enslaved Indians, in 
thor repartimientoa, in the moontuns, in the mines, in the 
voriishops, and on the roads, in their chains, heard the glo- 
rions decree, and they all in choras joined, and snng, '* that 
all men are created &ee and eqnal," and in that instant they 
stood up free. The angel cried again in Guatemala and 
Pern, from the depth of the bine heavens, " that all men 
were created free." The black and red alave heard his 
voice, from the mountain and the mine, the hill and the hol- 
low, that aO men were created free and equal, and their iet- 
ten ftll tmm Ubieii deUvered banda as they lifted them to 
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hmvea ; and &«d they song, " all mm are created irm and 
equal,*' for they irere free. 

AlODg upon the mighty Andes the sngel flew^ and front 
Chimborazo's ioy top, she cried i^^ain bo lond luid long that 
the tens of tfaotuaads of poor bondamen of Chili heard, some 
in those nnviaited regions, snbterranean, daiup, dreary, 
digging gold ore and veins of ailrer far under the fioor <^ 
the roaring Pacific, who never sav light j while othra^ were 
delving in the depths and bowels of the Andes, to sadfiiy the 
aoonned thirst for gold; others in smeltkig-honBeB loaded 
with chains ; others driving, as serfs, tbair loaater's flocks^ 
goats and sheep oa the moontun's dde, and Ibe loaded mnle 
along ; others with loads upon their heads, in tbe rounds a€ 
ComnuMi life, who wore oat their being for thankless masters; 
others to galleys ohaiaed; others boond to posts, whose 
backs were being scourged ; others in a deferential form 
were lirteaing to the raging words of graceless masters. All 
heard the loi^, the load trumpet sound, "that all men were 
created free and equal,*' All aroond the whips aai fetters 
fell, and in one joyful hour, in time, up went tbe glorious 
ehoruB of response from men who were slaves no more, who 
and and sung " ail men are created free taid eguai." The 
joyful prodamstioD, by the angel made, and the snblliae 
chorus, and Humanity's r^y, rolled over the great moontMo, 
and down its eastern slant, and tbe slaves of Gnayaqod, 
Colombia, Venemela, and Bolivia, learnt to aing the holy 
notes, " that all men are created free and equal ;" and in one 
day deliverance came to all these sons of sorrow and of toil. 
The angel then to the West Indies flew, and the men of HayH 
said, throughout that island, all men are free, and one million 
stood up enfranchised ; the anthem of deliverance was Bung 
in each BritiBh,lBie on the 1st of August, 1838, and 800,000 
slaves in one moment became S00,000 British freemen. The - 
angel fiew to the Cape (^. Gkiod Hope, and stBig h«r o^eiUal 
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song, and in one day 100,000 bondmen cried from the Cape 
inland 600 miles east and west, from sea to sea, " ve all we ' 
free." The angel balanced on her pinions, flew and cried in 
the ears of the Bey of Tunis, and in the Egyptian Ali Pasha's, 
"that all men aro created &ee and equal." These sons of 
MahoMet heard, and the Heaven-made-decree obeyed, and 
ni those lands of darkness and of death, in one day each slave 
cried oat, *' I am free 1 I am free!" On the Igt of April, 
1B44, the angel of peace and good will toward men, blew a 
knider wid longer blast than she ever yet had dona ; it was 
heard over the hnndred milHom of Blast Indies, saying, *' all 
men were created free and eqaal." In a moment the here- 
ditary serf, the caste-marked million, and slaves by descent, 
for ages, in all 12,000,000 told, started into life and joy, 
amidst rattling chains and broken letters ialling from them, 
their eyes streaming with tears, grateiiil to jSeaven as they 
flowed, and they all joined in the glorions song which tJiey 
now sung, "that all men are created free," and "that they 
were slaves no more t" 

We live in an abolition age, when the dnngeona whifdk 
have incarcerated eoffering hnmanity are bang broken in 
and onlooked, in every oomer of oar benighted world, and 
the captive bid come forth ; and may I entreat this Honor- 
able Court to share in the on&ding glory of opening this 
castle of slavery. New Jersey, with the key of the new Cmi- 
■titntjon, and the odier keys I have the honor so submit to 
this Court, by which to let oppressed men go free. 

Here S&. S. closed his opening argument, having spoken 
mitil six o'clock, f. u. 

Tlie Court adjoarned nntil Tharsday morning at ten o'clock, a. m. 
The Court met at ten o'clock, a. m., on the 32d of May, and Chief 
Jnstic« Hornblower made a very able, eloqnent, on^^ffecting address, 
to two fine looking yonng men, who were Bentenoed to be exeonted 
in Anput next for tbt mnrder of Parke and Banier. 
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At eleven o'alook, a.m., Mr. Zabriekle opened Ua BrgnmMt for tfaa 
defease of the clK<nunls of these penons, and npoke till half after ona, 
with ■ goud deal of talent and power. The Court iu^oiirned autil 
tliree o'clock, p.u. Mr. Zabriskie resumed, and concluded at half 
after three, p.m. 

Mr. Brndley, an conneel for the clnimnnts, spoke with muqt energj 
and ingenuity until fire o'clock, p. m., when he closed, 

Mr. Slewart replied from five o'clock, p.m., to bis. Tlie Court 
adjourned until seven, p.u., and Hr. Stewart epoke from seven, r.n., 
nntil after ten, and closed. 

It )• regretted that the argnnwnta of Sewrs. Zabriable and Brad- 
lej could not have been given at length, bnt manj of tbe poiata 
vrliioh they made will appear in Hr. Btewart's reply. It is not 
expected we shoald report alt Hr. Stewart said, first and laat, in 
eleveu hours of delivery, 

- ABeuUENT IS BBPLT. 

Mr, Stewart .said, in reply, that he must ejqiress his f rati- 
titde to the learned cotmsel, for the kind compliments paid to 
bis intellect, by one ■who had given ns so strong evidence, 
that he himself enjoyed the singnlar fortune of a fine mind, 
embellished with the advantages of a polished education, and 
what he could not command from research he might still 
enjoy hy the power of reflection. 

Mr. S. said the learned connsel had aUnded to the fact 
that the first person they had seen alive, who was an Aboli- 
tionist, in the connty of Bergen, was the person who served 
these writs of kahetu corpus — Mr. Palmer— and the conn- 
eel gravely informs us that the people did not tar ani feather 
Mm. I suppose this statement is made as a distinguished 
compliment to his neighbors in that county, and as tbe 
highest proof they have ever given of their civilization ; and 
it is to be hoped they may never, in an evil hour, fell below 
. ' this high-waterfliarlc of their advancing elevation. 

Mr. Zabriskie has told us, to frighten and almost alarm us 
oat of this effort in behalf <^ oniahed men, and to iiiak« n 
I 
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leave these slave* in the great Qum-trap, that if ^ oar honora 
Bball let those slaves go fiee under yonr new Ooostitntion, 
the conrtB Till be compelled to hear argnments by wiree and 
(diildren, to be set free Irom tbe dominion of their husbands 
and parents. The bare Etatemeot of so strange a proposition 
relieveanue from a reply to it. 

The gentleman has endeavored to alarm the senBibilities of 
the court, by a parade of Beveral distiuct orders of modem 
phOoBophers, known imder the name of Fourierg, AaU- 
Renters, Socialists, Owenitee, Fanny Wrighters, Non>Iteais- 
tants, and Ko-Human-Goremment-men, Dissolvers of the 
Union, Nullifiers, and Infidels. And he would wish to 
ftsten the opniion upon the court, that there is some sort of 
relation between these philosophers* views and this dry law 
question, which is, whether slavery in the State of New 
Jersey is a hffol and lavsfitl institution or not. I confess I 
cannot discover any more relation between the philosophioal 
dogmas of these different philosophers arn^ the question before 
your Hono«, than there is propriety in the following question : 
** If it is two hundred miles &om this place to Boston, what 
is the amount of the first quarter's salary of the Lord Mayor of 
London ?" I think when the pertinency of one of these pro- 
positions is made manifest, the other will then appear. 

But, as there have been several attempts to lock and hook 
together, during the gentleman's reply, things the most 
dissimilar and uncongenial, I will take, if the court permit, the 
present opportunity, to define the liberty party Abolitionists' 
creed, a body of mHi who, at the late eleotion, appeared to 
number about 62,600 voting men, of which body the speaker 
was an humble member. The liberty party Abolitionists, in 
the United States, had been a political party, with its candi- 
dates, ever since April, 1840; and was formed from necessity, 
to overthrow slavery, after having tried both of the old 
parties in vain, each of the old parties having a slave end to 
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it, 90 that it WBa inopoflfiible to get eitiier to ondertake this 
work. The liberty party hold the CoostitDticni of the United 
States to be, when properly interpreted, an antJ-slaTery docor 
ment, replete with tend«>oies in &vor of freedom ; bat that 
the slaveholding portion of thia coontry have sezed upon tha 
reins of goveroiaent, and perverted the ConstitatioB's hig^ 
intent, to the base parposea of anatuning, and iiiGreasiiig the 
power of daveholders in every possible way, and have violated 
the CoQstitntion by employing it to sanction slavery in many 
ways, and in the overthrow of the ri^it of petitioa. The lib- 
erty party Abolitionists me&n to employ the Consdtation, 
and in pmvaaooe of its aathority, and not contrary thereto, 
to overthrow slavery in every way, and by ail lawful meaoa. 
We mean, as a body, and it is a part of our creed, to clin^ 
to the Union or Confederacy nnder all cironmstances, and 
never give it np ; slavery in, or slavery out, Texas in or Texas 
out : we hold on to the Union and every acre of its aoilt 
whether it be the sands of Georgia or the mountaina of Ver- 
mont, for the exaltation, purification, and enfranchisement of 
this land &om slavery, root and branch. It is a cardinal 
principle from the be^nning, never to vote for a slaveholder, 
or an apologist of slavery, but hold it our duty to vote at 
every election for men for town, county, State, and national 
officers, who will employ all lawful power to banish slavery 
from the nation, for the sake of three millions of slaves com- 
pelled to work without wagea, as well as three miUions of 
ignorant, poor, and unschooled whites in the South, the 
lazaroni of this continent, who are ruined by the most abject 
poverty, it b^g disgraceful for them to labor for wages by 
the side of the slave. To save six millions of human beings 
from ruin or desolation, or onerthird of our countrymen, is 
the exact object of the Uberty party Abohtioniste, let it take 
ever BO long to accomplish it. We have no motive for ad- 
vanciog the one, or retarding the other of the great parties, 
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aa we mean, in the end, to overthrow them both, as soon as 
■we can get our coantrymen to adopt oar belief; we are lan*- 
abiding and lav-sustainmg men, and there is no more oos- 
nection between the liberty party Abolitioniets, mid the list 
of philosophers just enumerated, than there ia between the 
GhinesS wall and the Erie canaL We believe in abort, a man 
has a better right to his owe wife wid children, than any 
other man, and we suppose the onrse of slavery has, as a mass, 
nearly rained the men of the South, as well as tbe land of the 
slave States, and we wish to improve and save our conntry 
■and oar people, by onr party oi^tuuzatiOQ. And my apology 
to the conrt for this statement, defining our position, is the 
attempt to injure and dishonor as high-minded and pure a 
body of men as breathe, bymaldng them keep company with 
those philosophers, however respectable they may be ; yet 
we have not ohosen their society, or opinions, in the prose- 
cotion of our enterprise. 

The counsel of defendant, has attacked New York for call- 
ing a State convention. I can see nothing ultha or radiotd, 
once in a quarter of a century, in a State's reviewing the 
ground it has passed over, and thus lay hold of the improve- 
ments time suggests, or brings to light, for perfecting her 
great social edifice. The old way to amend the &brio of 
gOTemmunt in Europe, was on the battle-field, amidst the 
olang^or of arms and roar of artilery, with bullets for yea*, 
and cannon balls for nays. I confess I much prefer the mode 
adopted by the State of New ToA. 

The learned counsel, to get rid of the force of the first 
article of the new Constitution of this State, says it is a mere 
abstraction, a rhetorical flourish, and is not a part of the Con- 
stitution, in reality, not binding us to do anything. I should 
Hke to know where I am to begin to read the new Constitu- 
tion, and how much of it is to be rejected as Bur]daBage. 

The other oonnsel, Mr. Bradley, says this section of thg 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



JESS AtTAlfr WTEWMtt. 

Cotutitation is a mere braggadocio, a mere telling England 
that all men are free and independent by nature, jmd it is «o 
said, to let England knov that oar people &n<»e that we are 
as good as her Lords and Commons, Kings and Queens, Mtd 
that it grew out of our rerolationary jealonsy, of our owB 
importance, when we first inwrted It in the Deolaration of 
Independoice. This is queer .indeed I New Jeroey, in her 
old Constitution, made two dayM be/ort the Declaration of 
Independence, wss peifeotly dlent then; when the reason 
for bragging migfat have operated, she is very meek then/ 
not one word is said about human rights; but S8 years 
afterward, in September, 1844, when all danger is forerer 
past, according to the gentleman, New Jersey sticiES up 
her bristles, and says, " I would have you know, old England, 
yea, old John Bull, and yon Miss Victoria Gnelph, and Mr, 
Albert Cobnrg, that we are as good by nature, imd as inde- 
pendent as any of you, yes, that we be." But the sober- 
minded, brave, and considerate Jerseyraan never had such 
a thought pass through his mind, at the time he voted for ita 
adoption. He had too much regard for his own dignity, and 
too much respect for England, to employ himself in saob a 
miserable small game of sweilinff and sitr/'tnakinff, to elevate 
the character of his country. The noble-minded Jerseymaii 
is willing that other coontries should amuse diemsdves with 
the baubles of kings, queens, and lords, as national doHS and 
playthings, without oonsidering himself undervaltied in the 
least by not being nsed for the same pnerlle and harmlesa 
■purpose by his own countrymen ; and the last place in the 
worfd he would seek to curl the lip of scorn, wonid be in his 
own great fundamental and organic law, asserting his own 
freedom, dignity, and independence. 

Mr. Bradley c<»itends that Moses' law sanctiosed slavery, 
and the buying the heathen around abont for money. Yea, 
there was a kind of servitude which looks like buying the 
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heatiben bj those andent Sews for money. Bat the Jewish 
government wm » theocracy, And every law, decree, or txtiet 
of government, began with "Tfaos saith the Lord," as a 
utanding formula ; whether the document, law, or prodama- 
lioa, came from the elders, a king, a general, or a high-priest, 
&0D1 a good man, or had one, whoever had occasion to 
employ the c^iaraoter of the gOTerament, aa that waa a 
theocracy, and tiiese mlers always used " Thus saith the 
Lord," as a nniversal prefhoe to the law. All of Moses' laws 
■were not from God ; but Moses' system was a code of parti- 
cnlars, some from God and others from man. The Savionr 
MttJes this quefltion in the o^e of tiiat law of Moses, by 
which a man might live with hie wife, a month after mar- 
ri^^ and if he did not like her, then give her a bill of 
divorcement, and send her away, however virtuous and 
-worthy. The Saviour says, " Moses snfferedit from the hsrd- 
neas of your hearts, it was not ao in the beginning," etoi 
Now, this month divorce ; the case of a Jew being pei> 
Ditted to take a cow, or an ox, wUoh had suddenly died, to 
the gates of the city, and there sell it to the heathen wd 
strangers to eat (forbidding the Jews to eat it), also the case 
of taking interest of the heathen, and none of a Jew, are 
isstances. Polygamy is a fourth case, and the fiAh is a man's 
nutldng lus c^>tive into a wife, living with her as long as he 
pleased, and then setting her adrift, as in the Slst chapter of 
Deuteronomy; allof tlieseoasee have thus "Suth the Lord," 
M moeh as good laws. These laws Moses snSOTed this 
ignorant people to adopt m a matter of expediency, but they 
were not the laws of God, but are properly recorded, as our 
laws ibrmerly in New York were, in favor of lotteries, and 
regulating Long Island horse-races. But the terrible injus- 
tice of these laws, proves that man was thedr author, and not 
Ood ; but they ore recorded under the general aj^iellation of 
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"Tbns Baith tbe Lord," beoame the govemoent Was a 
TbeoCTacy. This Tiev, Mr. S. beUeTod aecouary, to -riadi- 
oate the parity and ^(ny c^ God. Tlwe was n Ist <^ 
heftTCDlf origin which said, "n^oao etealeth a man shall 
enrely die or be put to death," which form he did not recoL 
lect, aad ia found in these same oh^ters. He did not see hoir 
that law of Giod coold be rec<mciled wiUi American elaverT'; 
lor every man and woman, or his or her aaoestor, had been 
■tolea in this country. Again, if alaTery ia a Bible and 
heavenly institation, we Bhotdd not be oppoied to it in the 
abttract, aa the defendant's coimsel are, bnt everything 
riioold be done to foster and encourage it, and their Honors 
should resign tbdr seats rather than decide in Mr. S.'a iavor, 
however plain the new Constitution or other thing might foe 
fcr the slave ; for if the Bible conntenances slavery, it ts 
abatractty right, and the plaintiff's counsel commit a great 
sin in opposing slavery In the abstract, which they intend to 
atone for by going with all thear might for it practically, and 
thus purge themselvefi for oppotong, what the Bible sustains, 
in the abstract and concrete. If it is a Bible insdtution, 
which we have been abolishing in New England, Kew York, 
Mid Pennsylvania, let ns repent in dnst and ashes, and nm 
down all the colored, the we^ the young, the Irish, die 
English, and the strangers on thdr first uriva]; and catch 
oar few snfifering Indians, who are still str^^ling as wan- 
derers among then: &thers' graves, and make them all into 
sUves, and tlieir jtosterity in the free States ; and thns eecttre 
the Messings of Heaven, that are poured out so bonntifiiBj 
on Vir^nia, Maryland, and the Carolinas, 

Mr. 8. Bind that of all remarkable arguments fer ingrauity, 
he bad heard one nrged by botji of his learned and ingeniona 
adversaries, and, in fact, the roiun one, on which they sought 
to oontinae the institotion of slavery, in this State, whidi 
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Mii^sisedij yea, astbnulied Iiim, by its aobtletj and cnidty. 
Li the 1st eee^oa of the lOth Artide of the new Constilttitioii 
of New ieney, among othei thii^s, it ssya : 

" The common law and Btatnta laws now in force, and not r^ug- 
nant to this Oonstitation, shall remain in force nnMl they eipire by 
their own limitation, or be altered or repealed by the legislatm^ ; 
sod all writs, actions, oaiues of action, prosecntiona, contracts, 
oUims, and rights of indiTidosli, and of bodies oorporate, and <d the 
State, and all diarten of incorporation, shsll ooatinne, and all in- 
dictmente which shall have been found, or may hereafter be fo«nd 
for any crime or offence committed before the adoption of this 
Constitntion, may be proceeded npoo, as thongh no change had taken 
place." 

The point the defendant's ooonsel would raise, is this; ad> 
mitting that the new ConBtltution has abolished the old slave 
lava, root and branch, aa being '* repugnant" to the new Coo- 
fititution ; still tinder the name of " chums and Tight« of indi- 
viduals" which " should continue," the rights of master and 
slave are both preBerved in the let section of the lOtii Arti- 
cle of the new Constitution under the head of " rights pro- 
served," as defendant's couoeel contend. The counsel fai> 
ther contend for defendant, that it is good law without such 
saving clause in the Constitntion ; and that all rights are }n«- 
aerved, notwithstanding a constitution, hostile to them on its 
&oe, has abolished the laws which created the rights, in so 
rnimy words, totUlem verint. I i&nj tliese propositions, in 
tofo, as applied to a case of slavery. Jie$erved rights I They 
would be resarved wrongs ! and upon that prindple a State 
could not abolish slavery ; as for instance, suppose South 
Carolin& makes a new Constitution, and abolishes slavery, 
and with, or without a reservation of the rightt of the <uti- 
seoB i according to the ailment we hear, the rights of the 
master are all taken up and preserved in the new Constitn- 
tion, to the services of the slaves ; the rights of sale of labor. 
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or Bale of staTes, or thdr offipring, are the baumi u beA»«. 
They alter this Constitntioa again, and renasert, ten yeani 
afterward, Uiat Blaveiy shall never exist in Sonth Carolina ; 
but the planter sinitea at the imbecility of the Convention, and 
isys, "although they have for the aaotmi time abolished 
aLavery by the Constitntioii, and all lavs vhioh maintain it, 
yet according to the ai^oments of the defendant's oooiis^ 
in New Jersey, my rights are all preserved to the slaves, aod 
that is all I ask ;" and ftirtfaermore, says he, *' it is oniions to 
see how the body of this glorious institution of davery sur- 
vives its own decapitation. They cannot," says he, " abolish 
slavery, even in a constitution nukde on purpose, but the I>i- 
vine rigku of slavery vsiU survive, and ride careering over 
all human attempts at thdr annihilatioa ; and what," says the 
South Carolina planter, " is the peculiar beauty of this pro- 
position, is, that by the universal admission of all jurists, 
slavery can only exist by positive law, for its support ; bat X 
have now discovered how it may exist not only wiUioat posi- 
tive law for its support, bat in deadly opposition to the moat 
stringent organic Constitutional Law, for its entire abolition 
and express destmction." Once in a nation, and adopted by 
law, no form of law can banish it, as it lives under the nanije 
of a "right preserved;" yes, it lives and flourishes with an 
endless life. It ia the real " live-for-ever," Tes, if this argo- 
ment is sound, the most monstrous wrong in the onirerse, for 
whose destruction a new Constitution was expressly made, 
flonrishes and prevails ; yes, lo I the melancholy spectacle ia 
presented to the astonished world, that although the laws Bas> 
tuning slavery are all abdished, yet slavery has a more solemn 
and formidable protection, as a reserved right, than it ever 
had before, and that too in the bosom of its own executioner. 
The counsel, I have no doubt, hopes the shrewdness of thia 
arpunent will be its apology for want of st^dity. The mas- 
ter never had a single jnst right to the slave, and the CoB«ti- 
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totaon no more preseiree any for him, tb&n it do«a the ttir?ir 
pike for hiffhteagmen, Ui« treasure in my hottse for a thi^ 
or the thoughtLeBB young heir for a prey to bls<!Uega and 
'fiharpers. 

After this view of this qnestion has been taken, I Bhall conr 
rider the flonoession Tirtiially made, that slaTeryis repngnant 
to the nev Constitntioa ; that the MafisachnBetta decision ends 
tiiis cause, if good authority. 

Bnt slavery has been spoken of by the defendant's oonnBel 
with great respect. 1 regard it as the curBe of the nation. 
Virginia, at the time of the &Ht censuB, in 1790, had more 
thaa doable the ichabitant« of the State of Kew York : now 
it is sadly reversed, New York has about double that of Vir- 
ginia. Vii^pnia, with nearly doable the territory of New 
York, and more good land than New York, situated in the 
most benignant climate to befband under the bright heavens, 
penetrated with large bays, and beantiful, noble, and naviga- 
bk rivers, stretohing to the metropolis of oar land, washed 
by the Ohio ; no land whose monntiuns are more ready to 
■burst with their mineral wealth than hers ; whose lead, iron, 
ooal, and cc^per, lie hoarded in those beaatifid monntainB, in 
value beyond the compntationa of numbers, or the dreams of 
avarice. Bat that wealth shall never be explored, raised, or 
enjoyed by the palsied arm of slavery. Ko, it is reserved for 
the vigor of the freeman's strength ; not dishonored by the 
bUght of nnpiud labor : those treasures will only come at the. 
call of honored and free labor. 

Look at hnndreds of tboossods of acres of f^ and valuable 
■ land in Western "Vl^nia, wUoh wonld make noble fonns, 
when fr^e labor shall be honored, now sold at nx oents, ten 
oenta, and twenty-five cents an acre. Look at hundreds of 
old forms within forty and fifty miles of Washington, to bo 
•old froin ti to |10 per acre, with th^ dilapidated buildings, 
eovered with mcrrtgi^^ and trust deeds ; the SMne land, 

le 
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ilKTerf sbolighed, and freemeii to caltivatB, voulA be wortb 
from tSO to t80 p«' acre. Look at whole re^ons and po^ 
tioDS of counties abandoned^ a« commons, in old Baetem 
Virginia, where ;fon may ride for honrs, without meeting an 
inhabitant in the lower conntiea of this State, land yet beau- 
tiful, if its powers of feenndity were truly developed by free- 
men, onoe the seats of joyM hospitality of the last centary, 
now as silent as the mins of Palmyra and Babylon. The 
young growth of timber coming up, the wild animals resiin> 
ing th^r ancient dominion, the traveller from the old wtwld, 
as he measured his lonely steps over these forsaken abodes of 
men, would inquire what desolating wars have ocaisumed the 
sons and daughters of this fair land ? in what dironioles shall 
it be found, or what more than EgyptJan plague Laa be»i 
and bereaved these uncultivated lands of their proprietors, and 
has left the fox to come in at the window, and the owl to 
hoot at noon, and appointed the stork, the raven, the comuv 
rant and bittern, to perform the hospitcUitUa of thete dilcqti- 
doled homes of departed Tnenf Alas! the curse of the slaved 
footrprint has been here, unrewarded toil haft been here, in- 
alienable rights have been cloven down here, man haa ranked 
. with the ox, in the market, here/ marriage rights were tnxt 
den under foot here ; the &ther who begot, and the mother 
who bore the son mid the daughter, had no rights in their 
(diildren he^e ; men had no ri^t to cultivate their immortal 
mindi here ; justice and mercy had no abode here} &e« 
labor was dishonored hxre ; the lash, the fetter and the chain 
ruled here / and at last, hunger expelled the Oppressor from 
his home here. 

The splendid and princely plantatidn of George Washingk 
ton, the Father of his country, presents, in f(nrty-five yeara, 
one of the most mekuioholy and remarkable inatanoes of that 
oeaeeless vigilance of Providence, which porsues iqiwtiM 
with noerring certainty, from year to fwr, and at last ovee^ 
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takes and atrards the punishment affixed to iimdamcntal 
-riolations of the great rights, ■which the Father of all has in 
the welfare of his abased children. 

TTionsands of acres, and money in vast amount, nuited in 
the official station of President; this plantation lying within 
Some ten or twelve miles &om the three beautiful cities of 
Georgetown, Washington and Alexandria, partly surroonded 
by the majestic Potomac River, bearing on its commercial 
bosom ships from the ends of the world, freighted witii every 
' hnman want ; this plantation was ready to ship at its own 
door, every redundancy it bore, at remunerating prices. The 
Bmbition of General Washington daring the last years of his 
retirement, was, to make this favored place, with his hundred 
glares, his abounding wealth, the great pattern plantation of 
this continent. Irving done much to see his high purpose 
accomplished, in December, 1799, he died, having eniand- 
pated his slaves by his will. Jndge Bushrod Washington, 
his nephew, with a large femily of slaves, with a salary of 
44,500 from the United States as judge for life, succeeded his 
iUnstrioas uncle; and in 1819 or thereabouts, made a large 
Bale of some thirty to My slaves, being near one-hal£ The 
nation was incensed at the act ; his public apology was, that 
he was compelled to sell part to support the rest, and thus 
the process of anlhropopAagi, or man eating man, indirectly 
oommenoed; the cultivation was miserable and the bashes 
Mtraroaa^ed ; aome'fidds, by 1828 or 1829, at the time of the 
juke's death, began to be ^ven up. John A. Washington, 
ti>e nephew of the judge, succeeds ; the woods still gained ; 
field after field, under slave and master's cultivation, went 
baok to primeval forest. At about 1B39 or 1840, Colonel 
Washington died, and in the month of April or May, 1842, 
the widow and her children were, like Adam and Eve, from 
Paradise driven oat. " Great Bumam Wood bad come to 
DiBuiatme " m in Macbeth ; the door was locked, the gate 
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wn dint, slavery's carse and the 'wilderness had expdled 
thm from this ancient home of Amerioa's great man. Tim 
is slarery, sooner or later, ererTrhere ; the enrse of Heaven 
is npon it. 

It wonld be a frand on the people of Kew Ja-sey, so to 
coDBtrue their new Constitntion, as the defendant's cou»el 
had contended. There was not one in fifteen of the mventy- 
thonsand who voted for its adoption, who would not glory 
and feel elevated by the act. To see these poor bondmot 
and thrar children free, most be matter of joy to all. The 
argument that they wotdd not be ao well of^ ia too stale to 
be used, in 1846, in New Jersey. For if the argtunent 
proves anything it proves too much, and that it would be 
better for the great mass of mankind to be slaves, and that it 
is a desirable institntion. On that point I have no more to 
say except that those who believe snch doctrines can essilT 
pnt themselves and ^milies in posBession of its blessings, aa 
several of the slave States are bo kind as not to refnse to 
those of Anglo-Saxon descent the peculiar privUeffes of that 
pteoBant-epoken institution. 

To illDstrate one of the abhorrent features of the institotion 
in the elave States, Mr. Stewart, adverdi^ to one of the 
positions of the opposite cotmsci, supposed the Allowing 
case : An old man, said he, whom we will call linkem, lived 
in Trenton, once npon a time, and not being long for tiiia 
world, called his ten sons around Mm and toM them, My 
sons, I have but little to give you of Worldly property, and, 
therefore, in order 4o start the five oldest of yon comfortaUy 
in this life, I ^ve each of them one of their five youngs 
brothers, to be his property — in other words, his slave for 
life, and his posterity ^er him. And you, the five yonngest 
of my eons, must be the slaves of your elder brothers. I do 
this in conformity with the usage of the citizens of a large 
, nnmber of the States of this Union I Bnt the eldest son n-y, 
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" Father, wiiat are the dghta and.prerogativeB whidi we 
dull, in that cage, posseaa OTer our slave brothers ? " 

" Oh," said the old man, " you will reduce them to chat- 
teU, or cattle — ^Uving, breathii^ property — that is alL It is 
pwfectly l^al, and you will be protected id the enjoyment 
of your property; you are no longer to regard them ia. 
Bentieat bongs ; you are to deprive them of all education, 
except the carl-whip instruction; yoa are to make them 
know and feel that thdr every moment is to be regulated by 
your wish and will, and that they are anbjeot to be sold, and 
worked, husband apart &om wife, and wife &om husband ; 
and their children &om both. So, now, my sons, take your 
slaves, and begone 1" Kow (continued Mr. Stewart), the 
story of this horrible deed reached the ears of the citizens of 
Trenton, and the suictum of its editors. A burst of indigna- 
tion is the consequence. Everybody and every press ezcl^ms 
" monster I monster I monster I" with one voice. It is taken 
up by thepeople, and the press of PhUadelpfaia and New York, 
and language grows weak, imd imagination weary, in search- 
ing for fitting epithets in which to condemn the foul and damn- 
ing act of this heartless old villain, Tinkem of Trenton 1 Men 
come from a prodigious distance to get a sight of so mneh 
moral deformity, existing in a single man. The phrenologists 
come to examine his craniolo^cal developments, wondering 
what manner of man-monstor he can be ; and the whole nation 
ringa with the story, and but one opinion is expressed, every- 
where, in pubho and in private — that of horror and astomsh- 
ment. Bnt, your Honors, pause in your honest outburst of 
indignation. Old Tinkem stands excused, in view of the Gict 
that not a week comes and goes in the regions of the sunny 
South, that does not famish a panJlel to this conduct. A 
slaveholding father there gives the children of his own body, 
by his bond-woman, to be slaves for life, to hia children by 
his &ee-woman — I mean his wife 1 It is done in twelve 
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States ODt of the aevtxi and twenty of irtuch tbis UmoB. is 
composed, TrheoeTer the father wishes to endow his heir ont 
of his possesions. And this I hold to be slaYery in the 
length and breadth of its flagitiouBsess ; it ib yet but oaer 
phase of its abonndiog villainy. The pictaie is stardiDg,. 
fi4ghtAil, revolting; bat it is neither overdrawn, nor too 
highly colored. 

Ht. S. replied to several Babordioate points made, and antLoritles 
oited by the oonnsel of the defeadaots, which it is not supposed would 
materislly improve the report of the ailment. What is further eaid 
is a part of a report made of what Mr. S. said, bj Ur. Otis, reporter 
of the New York "Evening Express," and what followed Mr, 
Stewart's dofie is the report of Ur. Otis aUo. 

Mr. Stewart drew bis remarks to a close by appealing to 
the court very earnestly as to the high and scdemn dnty left 
to them to perform. It is youra, may it please yonr Honors, 
(he eaid), to pnt the last, the finishing stroke upon slavery, 
in one of the noblest old States of this glorious confederation. 
It is an honor which you should covet Let no man tak^ 
it from you. Leave it not to other hands to finish so qobie a 
work. What woold the world say, to see a case like this 
argued as it has been before this conrt for two days, with the 
full Ught of this blessed and glorious Constitution shedding 
its rays upon it, turned off and dedded against liberty, upon 
the worse than doubtful authority of a few extinct and ex- 
{doded statutes, which stand repealed in your code by the 
voice of the people speaking through a convention of their 
choice — ^the acts of which they have also confirmed by their 
solemn votes ? Hay it please your Honors, I cannot believe 
that such will be your decision. I have too muohfuth in my 
kind for this. I feel that Kew Jersey will hold up the hands 
of this court in coming to the support of freedom ^d of free 
institntioiu in her borders. 
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Never can the act be regretted. Oonscience will approve 
it. Time will approve it. Death-bed reflection wil] approve 
it. Eternity and heaven will approve it. It has been long, 
too long postponed. But it is not too late to come np, man- 
like, statesmanlike, patriotlike, godlike, and declare that it Is 
indeed true, in the langnage of your now organic law, that 
within all your pleasant borders, at least, all mankind are, by 
nature, entitled to perfect freedom in the poasesaion of life, 
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

Alter Hr. Stewart resQmed liis seat, there was a psnae of some 
dnraUoa. Tbe scene waa quite impreasiTe. The andilory was nu- 
merona and bighl; respectable, and anch was the impress ireoess with 
whiob tbe closing appeal of tbe advocate for freedom was delivered, 
that no one seemed to like to be tbe firat to break tbe epell his 
«loqaenae had oast npon the assembly. At lengtb, tlie B«noh arose, 
the Obief JustJce BdJoDrned tbe court DDtil to-morrow morning, and 
tbe bearing of tbe causes wbich have occupied ov attention for tUeea 
two days past was terra in ated. 

Note. — Tiiese canees were subsequently decided agunst tbe cod* 
■Irnotion advocated by Ur, Stewart, Ohlef Justice Homblower 
delivp'^os a dissenting opinion. 
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Hit Tou, Auh. tOO, WO. 

DiuB Bailkt: 

Sib, as yon desired ocoaeionally to know how I tr^tieti, 
and was freate<? by, the homan beings who are travellbg that 
joaniey, whose liinit is a bourne from which no traveller 
returns or sends back intelligence of the beauties and gloriea 
of that nndiscoTered land, peopled with all the former gene- 
rations who have made a transit over tliis sorrowing globe — ■ 
I hasten, at this point, to redeem my obligation to yon, spring- 
ing from that request, and give you a brief account of a recent 
jonmey, from which I returned this week, to the northern 
part of Vermont, bordering on Canada line, where my foar 
dsters reside. I make an annual pilgrimage to vi^t them. 
Their husbands, except one, are tliorongh working liberty 
men. 

I happened to leave Troy on the morning the shilling boats 
ran the seventy miles from Troy to Whitehall, on lake Cham- 
plain, through the Korthem Canal. I found myself on one 
of oar very hot days, thermometer at 8D°, Fahrenheit, with 
a hundred and twenty gentlemen and ladies, crowded into 
one of the narrow packets. As night approached, we learned 
there would be no berths for sleeping, as we were a dense 
mass of living flesh, which filled the boat. Everything be- 
tokened a miserable and sweltering night, in which there was 
no calculating the limits of endurance, or the bounds of for- 
bearance necessary to bring us through this purgatorial state, 
in which all that was dissolvable or which might be in solu- 
tion, in each man's composition, seemed not only to eznde^ 
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lint flow in silent onirenta through the unnumbered persfara- 
tory outlets of our different tabernacles of clay. This night 
was to be passed in head-toppingi or perpendicular sleep. It 
waa truly a severe night. But to mitigate ita horrors, two 
Methodist ministers of the northern part of the Kew York 
Conference, one about dxty-five and the other about forty- 
five, were found in the middle of die boat, in the ibrepart of 
the night, making loud assertions against modem Liberty 
party Abolitionists, while they justified st&Teholders wiA 
southern institutions. The younger one, though a man of 
some talents, seemed a pro-slavery ^natic, so bitter in his 
soul agunst Abolitionists, that, had his power been equal to 
his malice, there would not have been one of as lei^ unhuried, 
whether dead or alive. I first took them for slaveholdei-e 
peddling the peculiar institutions of the South, in small quanti-. 
ties at the North, to suit purchasers. The first question I put 
to them, was, is slaveiy right, or wrong ? They both replied, 
and often asserted, they would not answer that qnestion ; that 
had nothing to do with the question ; but they said the ques- 
tion was, what shall we do with the slaves ? I pressed these 
men repeatedly to answer my question, is slavery ri^t, or 
wrong ? But they siud they would not answer me. I then 
told them if slavery was right, we had nothing to do about 
it, and had no business to intermeddle with it^ and it seemed 
to me (as I by this time discovered they were clergymen imd 
the whole boat waa listening), that in men at their time of 
life, as professed teachers of the entire word of God, the spiri- 
tual &thers and teachers in the land, it waa a dereliction of 
duty for them to refiise to let us know whether it was right 
to steal men and women from Africa, and in chains bring 
them to our soil, and sell them like brutes, work them with- 
out wages, and keep them on the most wretched and scanty 
fhre, and work them in the burning ann nnder the gashing 
laidi, and, if the master pleMed, as In oftna SA, whsthar it 
!•• 
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WM rig^ for him to sell children from their parents, and a 
vife from her husband, and deprive thera of the Bible, and all 
the lights of immortality, except & BelfUb, ungodly religion, 
vfaich -was preached to them, saying; "Slaves obey your 
masters, God commands it, for slavery is an institntion of 
Grod, and if you, the slaves, wish to go to Heaven, you must 
TOrk as hard as yon can spring for the master, and be care- 
ful and never steal any of yonr master's pigs, chickens, com, 
or vatermelons." Cannot yon inform ns, sirs, s^d I, whether 
such an institntion of robbery of God's poor children is right 
or wrong, or not ; or is it too deep for yon to decide ? They 
answered tboy would not say, whether it was right or wrong. 
Then for the first time, they had reason to learn both the 
wickedness and meannesa of their position by an overwhelm- 
ing laagh of contempt which saluted their ears, from the 
andience. I then stated that there was not a minister in the 
entire South, who dared preach the most important essential 
truths of Chrisdanity to the slave I Oh I s^d they, the min- 
uters of the Sonthdo not preach politias to the slaves. That, 
I replied, was the reason they did not preach the whole Gos- 
pel. Why, is the Gospel a political gospel, s^d tiiey, or one 
of them ? Yes, said I, it is, and I am sorry you do not know 
it. The first great elementary political rights, are also reH- 
gions ones ; that a man owns his own body and soid, has a 
right to appropriate and enjoy the faculties of that sonl and 
body, and is bound to enlighten that mind ; the man has the 
political and religions right to his wife, and the wife the same 
to her husband ; and these parents have a political right to 
train up their children in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord. Children obey your parents, is a command of God ; 
, and it is a political right of these parents to exact obedience; 
but slavery says, " no, obey your masters." ITie tigbi of 
woreblpping God according to the dictates of your own eoa- 
■raonoe JaonKot tixB gnttttt of ftdtitioa) ilghts<-^4lu< »Sa^- 
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eqj(^ed hj the Blare, would set him free, for there is no alavs 
bat fed! hia light of ooasoience violated, in seiring a master 
aa a slave, hy toxctt. Finally, afber a great deal of jesnitical . 
pettil<^ging oq the. subject, evincing triok, and heartleiM 
devices to delude, they said they were opposed to slavery, 
in the abatract. On which, I asked them if they were 
opposed to the toothache in the abstraot ? (An overwhelm- 
ing langh.) They were angiy, and insinuated that this was 
no eompariflon at all, and that the audience were not well* 
bred I They then said they would preach Jesns Christ and 
Him oraoified to the slave. To that I replied, that is diQ 
oorreot doctrine, &T everlasting jostioe was the fiindamental 
of Christ's religion. The yoqnger priest arose and in a rage 
Biud, there was no snch thing in the Bible — ^Panl did not say 
so, Christ did not say so, and that I was wiser than Paul and 
Christ. The aadienoe cried, shame, horror, shame on snoh 
priests and each a religion, and this priest went mattering, in 
a passion, oa deck to get fresh air. " Whataower ye vu»dd 
men," etc, I supposed proved the justice of Christ's religion. 
Much was said in two hours between me and these wicked 
apolo^ts of slavery — enough to make a small book. But I 
will say, I never saw an audience so i^iidly converted to 
truth as this audience was, by the shameful absurditiea of 
these ministers, until these two men might fairly and candidly 
have been sud to have renounced the great comer-etcww 
truths of Christianity, to bolster up the abhorred system of . 
slavery. Terrible thought, that a man should strip God of 
big glorioos attributes, in order to make the devil reqieet' 
aUfil 

A Uttle before daylight, we left the packet and went on 
board the steamer Svanac, at Whitehall, and at 8^ A.U., of that 
d«f , at bceak&st, while passing over the military olaaaio watea 
of ChasonlaiB, near Tiooaderoga ruins, aoonvepatim In'oks 
qntat tb««d^ «■ i^^, okom of.tlw oity of Waahington 
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fidling into the hutdi of the British in tlie anmmer of 1814, lir 
the lat« -wtx, when I replied, it vaa slavery wUeh wm the 
Boeroe o[ oar veakneas, disgrace, and defeat on Hda paisfol 
oooaaiim. Two well-^eaaed men, who tamed oat to be 
Blareholdera, one fena Geoi^ia and the other &om Virginia, 
ittfonned na tliat no part of oar country was better prepared 
to resist an enemy than a slave State, b» i^vea lored their 
maeten so well they wonld fi|^t brarsly for them. I tUC 
obt^;ed to deny tliat this waa tiie history of the ooantry, md 
to remark that onr people, with more men liian the British, 
tlie Frestdent of the United States, liT. Madison, the Secre- 
tary of War and heads of departments, with several thoo- 
aand of the best maiksmen in Am«noa, gathered &om ten 
miles sqaare and the adjacent States of U aryiand end Yip- 
^lus, who met the Biidsh Gcanmodore with hig Hber^ 
tailora at Hademsborgh — our men retreated over sutdhill 
a&er saiidhill, and the Fresideiit at their head, with the best 
opporttmity to have met and conquered these s^ors, bnt in- 
stead, they retreated to Washington City, and hroke in pcr- 
fbot oonfiision, each mas fleeing to bis home, leaving the 
Oi^itol to be sacked, bomt and plandered without reststuice. 
Qita. Smith of Georgetown, D. C, told me, in 1618, while 
pasHBg over this very ground in a joomey I- waft taking to 
Washiagton City, that he commanded a brigade in tlus fleeing 
amy of oars, and that the secret of our disgracefhl flight 
.was, tliat a story had been cironlated through the Distsic* 
and adjaoant counties of the two States, ^ist on that day the 
davsH were to rise and assert thdr liberty ; and tiiat eaeh 
man more fbared the enemy he had left behind in the shape 
of a slave, inr bis own house or plantation, than he did aaf' 
thing else. 13ie officer and soldiw had ihtir nunda distracted 
withtta»posritnlit7oft)uBiBB«treetion,sBda«n.fimkhi aoft 
therefore fled to t^eir homes b^hre an in&ticH- Amc^ maA-\db 
Washingtoa to the am>«y of its <»ipioa> ImH 
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South CaroUna, I think in llll, sent a ooinnutteeto the 
Contusntal OfxigresH^ at I^tiladdphia, apologimig for not fhr^ 
nisfaing the qaota of the oanscription of troops de^gnated by 
Congress for that State, for fear that th^ slaves n'odd arise 
asd assert their liberty, when they discovered the weakness 
of tlie whites, after sendii^; forward their legal war-contin- 
g»it to the war of IndepeDrdenoe. Where woold have been 
car victory, the same antumB of '77, at Saratoga, <xc oat 
finally acknowledged lod^ieDdence, if all had been in the 
poution of SoBtJi Carolina ? Slavery alone wonld hare made 
the whites slaves of England, for the sake of Amerioan whites 
enslaving the men of Africa. There iraa a great deal said 
between uA For the Virginian, I drew a contrast between 
the State of New York and Virginia. In 1790, Virginia, with 
onB'third more territory, with the finest soil, and the most 
beantiful oUmnte on earth, bad 70,000 inbalHtants. Tbe State 
of New York 300,000 people. Now Virginia 130,000 or 
140,000, and New York 2,600,000 — double the population — 
and the elty of Now York coold buy and sell Virginia aloue, 
and they might throw in North Cwdina into the bargain ; 
such was the curse of slave^bor, and prosperity of honored 
free labor. I proposed to make a slave of tJie Georgian on 
Urn spot, as it was probable I was the strongest, acoordiag to 
his own princijdlea, and inquired for the objection, and what 
he had to say, why I should not make a slave of him, on the 
^Kit. He said that wonld be wrong, as be was a white man ; 
bat it would be ri|^t to enslave ao African, although he was 
(M^y a forty-c^th part AMoan and the other forty -seven parts 
were AngloSsxon, The people raised a shout at his propo- 
sition, which learnt him he was on the beautifhl free waters 
of Cliavplun instead of the slave-bon&d Savannah. 

Our esnse in Vecmont seems firmly fixed in tiie afiectionB 
of tiw troBihearted. 
. .{feiiBnda^^tba 2*lb of Angost, I spt^ two honn ui the 
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middle of the day, to k large sadi^oe in the Briftk ChanA 
in Cambridge, ia that State — six or seven towns were repr^ 
sented, and Home of the audience came dxteen miles. 

Vermont will do her duty. On my return on Monday, I 
came twenty-fleven miles by 10 a.m., to Burlington, and then 
passed up the lake to Whitehall, where, at half after 5 p.m., 
a most respectable bodyofmen and women, between eereuty 
and eighty, went on board the canal packet, to pass through 
the Gbamplain CbobX to Troy. We were packed away quite 
- densely in the boat : and after dark, the captain, to my sur- 
prize, came and said, I heard yonr combat with the Metho- 
diet dergymao, when yon went np, and I wish yon to speak 
on the subject of elarery in order to pass tjie time. I told 
him I was nnwell and had been so used up with the hot 
weather, that I conld not do it. He asked me a second ijme, 
and I for the same reason declined. We had gentlemen and 
ladies from Boston, If ew Bedford, and ten to twelve Eng'- 
liiii gentlemen from Montreal, several from New York, and 
Yariona parta. Mr. BandaU, an old sea captain and a gentie- 
man of wealth ih>m New Bedford, moved that Mr, Stewart be 
requested to apeak,' and it appeared to he carried by an 
akaost unanimous aye, with the exception of two male noes 
and onefemale. And these tliree noes were two slaveholders 
from Virginia, and the woman a West India Cuban daT»- 
holder. And to this strong invitation I replied, I did not 
feel able to apeak, and declined. These slaveholders at this 
pmnt i^oke, and said, aa mnch, it was well I had declined, 
for they had paid thdr money on the boat, and were not Co 
be disturbed with abolition. Upon that, a gentleman moved 
that all who dedred to hear Mr. Stewart speak, shonld rise up. 
Every gentleman and lady in the cabin arose as with a hasty 
Boning, except the throe slaveholders. Upon that I arose 
and thanked the firm and pertina<dons Mends of tJie fibortf 
of Bpeedi. I stated I wotdd now sfM^ •■ taf=i^^ imd 
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bem denied by these elftTeholders. Upon that t^eae alave- 
hohlisg mea protested I should not speak ; if I did, they 
woold leave the boat and complain to the company. I seated 
myself for a moment, and the andience took them in hand ; 
and such a tonga^-dresrang as they received from the gentlo- 
men present, should be a caation to their succeeaors in time 
to come. The friends of the freedom of speech said to tbem, 
do you mean to padlock ua as yon do your slaves? If we 
wish to diacnsa geogrS|^y, polities, agriculture, religion, 
slavery, or abolition, are yon three bdngs to sit here and tell 
us seventy people, what we may or may not say, and when ? 
You are most wretchedly mistaken if you expect to apjdy 
your plantation discipline to this boat, aad as to your getting 
out of the boat in the night, that yon may do ; and as to yoor 
threatening that you will tell the proprietors of the boat and 
the world, to injure tbis line, we de^ your impotent malice 
— there are mea on board of this boat who believe in free 
dkonaajlon of all things, who could buy and sell all the slave- 
holders who ever did, or ever will pass over these waters. 
Do ypa think, s^ one of the audienoe, if a boat-load of 
slaveholders <m the Savannah, Ga., River, wie&ed to discuss 
the inimitable juatioe of working men, women, and children 
nnder the lash, without wages, and it was opposed by these 
travellers from Vermont or New York, aa a dis^reeable 
question to them to hear, would the slaveholders be silent ? 
Ko. The probability is they would commit murder by throw- 
ing the three men overboard to drown. I, being seated, 
most say I never saw onr principles vindicated more prac- 
tically in my life, and those two men and the woman were 
perfectly demolished. 

The audienoe said, Mr. Stewart, go on ; and as I arose i^ain 
they gave three tremendous cheers. I drew a picture by 
oonqnrisoD between New York and Virginia and the Caro- 
linut, A^wedirar pro»p«ity, riches and glotyw-the povarty, 
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miseiy, stnallneBS of popnlation, ignoranoe of their people, 
the vbipping out labor without wages, the petit-larceny 
course of things, and the vast dietrictB of forsaken and slave- 
cursed land, where the fox climbs into the window, and the 
deer bounds in the thicket of a second wilderuess, where, 
seventy years ago, might have been found the piratical hospi- 
tality of those who gave away what they never earned. At 
this point the slaveholders hissed me. Ah, said I, that hiss 
shows the malice of the serpent, the intelligence and bravery 
of the goose. The audience gave a most powerful cheer and 
made all their canea rattle with approbation. Whereupon 
one of these creatures eud, " you (meaning me) are an ass." 
Ah, B^d I, a man who is agitated, oft«n will speak of his 
nearest connections, and that this fellow had better have been 
silent rather than to have conferred upon the poor speaker a 
title which had so long been considered the brightest jewel 
in the crown ofthis slaveholder's race, and that from Balaam's 
ass their great ancestor, who once spoke, to the one you have 
just beard, there has been an articulate bray in the &inlly 
when any one wished to riuse a man who was a slave above 
the long-eared brute. 

There was another mighty roar of three times three from 
the audience, which made these fellows get up and go upon 
deok, where one of them came and stamped with all his 
might directly over my head — upon this the captain darted 
np and silenced him at once. The audience were greatly en< 
raided at this last indignity. I spoke till bed-time ; and when 
I dismiased I never saw an audience more indignant at slave- 
holders and their inatitutions, and the conduct of these men 
had done infinitely more than I could, to confirm their hatred 
of alaveryand Uieir abominable cruelties toward their fellow- 
men. This was the topic of conversation until we separated. 

Yon will exonse the length of this letter, and believe mc, 
a« ever, yonra, eto. 
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THE ACT OF 179S. 

SoK came an act so aanffuinary to atain thcfogei of our 
Federal Statute Mook f 

By this act every inch of the free thirteen States ie reduced 
to the meaneBt debaaement. By this act, CoDgreBg sends the 
prowling Blaveholder, armed with bowie-kaivea, pistols, 
halters, fetters, uid bloodhoands in full cry, through the 
free States, puraning the fugitive slave. The northern State 
judges, jostlces of the peace, as well as those of the Federal 
Goyemment, the State ooDNtables, sheriffs uid deputies, the 
United States marshals and deputies in these States, by the 
authority of this awful and ferodous decree of 1793, were 
commanded to join in the hue and cry of the kidnappers of 
the South and to re-kidnap, bind, fetter and certify back to 
the prison of the hopeless, the victims of a nation's atrocity. 

During the aiimmer of 1787, six weeks were consumed by 
the soathem delegates at I^iladeiphla, ia that convention 
which formed the Federal Constitntion, contending that all 
laws to regulate oonmierce must be enacted by two-thirds of 
the members elected to the House of Representatives and 
Senate of the tTnited States. The delegates from the North 
and East declared this government onein which a majority 
must govern ; and utterly refused to place a perfect control 
of the government iu the hands of the Sonth, who had little 
or no commerce to regulate. The South then said if they 
surrendered this proposition they muat have equivalents. 
And they denumded that the Constitution should be so made 
Uiat Congress should have no power to interdict the old 
AMoaB slave trade, from the 4th of March, 1769, until the 1st 
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of Junury 1808 ; so that the Soatli might usav her pTo61ft> 
matjcm to the fonr comers of the globe, Bammoning all iha 
viU&ins, pintm, kidnappers and nun-thievea, who wuidered 
aver the &oe of the earth, to come to the great murder feast 
of nineteen years, and phiugo into the centre of Africa and bum 
and destroy her towns, aasanlt sod capture her men, women 
and children, and make her riven d^olate and leave her 
lands nIthoDt inhabitants, and bring the surviTora as alares 
to cultivate the plantations of the soothem Democrats. 

To thia proposition the North consented and basely bowed. 
And it was so. The South then aaid, one good turn daerva 
another, and after we have risked our lives in robbing 
AMca of her people and broaght them to onr oonntry, we 
ought, as a baids of representatioa in Congress, to connt fiveof 
these slaves the same as three whites, and thus make them 
into a dumb eonttituency. Agreed, said the Bast and North. 
And by virtue of this slave rei^eseotation, tveD.lj-£vB 
members now bold their seats in the Hooee of Represen- 
tatives. 

Nearly four years rolled by after the new Constitntioa 
wait into operation, and for four years had Africa sent up to 
Heaven the lamentati<»ta of mined and rifled nationB ; when 
the South made her third experiment and foimd a lower 
depth in northern meanness, than depravity hers^ had ever 
sounded, or legislative impudenoe ever fathomed. The 
South told the North that these nngratefnl sons and 
danghters of Afiica, after they had kindly brought then 
from a land of Paganism to a land of Christian whips and 
pious chuns, to a land of human back-/urroKed Democracy, 
to a land in which the Republican master has a better ri^t 
to the Afnoan's body, m& and children, than the Afiioan 
xaan has to himself or to tiiem, still, with all these rigfata 
secured to the sonthronB by the Constitution, th^e people wOl 
ran to your tree States in the North, and w« shall lose oqf 
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. tbe breadth of the Atlantio, unless yon will kindly, when tfaey 
flee into your free States,, agree by law to b*) out wolf-dogs, 
wd deny them food and abelter, and rna back and howl on 
their track and r&Jddnap tbem^-we ehall lose the great object 
w« ha4 in forming the TTniODj-^ which was to ^ead tiie sagis 
of tbfl Constitudoa over man-stealing,, piracy and blood, and 
thod gain a constitutional respectability in this pnrsnit, which 
we conld not otherwise obtain. We hope the dear K'orth 
will not refuse na ibmr aid ; otherwise the constitutional pro- 
'rifiion of nineteen jeare will be of no nse, and the great capital 
we hare embarked in the slave trade will be a, totid )os8 ; and 
in lact slavery itself will &1I to the gronsd and must be 
abandoned, nnless the Chrktian North agree to be oar tmsty 
watcb-doga to run fu^tives down and take them np. 
" Agreed," said the North and East ; and thereupon in ooa- 
junoti<m with the South, passed the nefarious aot of Con- 
gress of IStbFebmary, 1793. 

A half century of crime has all bat elapsed, whidi has no 
pandld, as between independent States, in the annals of 
venality or the orookedness of perversion. Forty'^une years 
rolled to eternity's shore, bearing on their front wrongs done 
by man to man, not aurpasaed in entree, nor equalled in 
ndned mallgmty, by any invention of our race, in which 
the contest was between the profoondeat abjeotness of ' 
anbservicncy on our side, and the most sanguinary avarice 
on the other. 



In February, 1842, the Supreme Oonrt of the IT. S. at - 
Washington con^dered this aot, in which the following facta 
appeared. About sizteen years ago, an aged slaveholder, 
in the State of Maryland, being a man of a kind heart, aad 
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bftving a ootoced voman poBeessmg maii^ rirtnes, hy the 
name of Xancy, of the age of twenty years, he anancipatad 
' her, as hie Buppoeed. This davehalder, being earelem, did 
not give the young woman her legal m^amiBoon papers. 
She came about fifteen miles &obi the 2ToTth line of Mary- 
land into Penn^vania; whwe, byhw indnatir and good 
conduct, flhe, in the course of a year, reeommended heracdf 
to the afieotionHof a very reBp«otaUe free colored man, 
whom she married. This colored man had a comfcfftahle 
estate, which, with their industry, rauntsined them in % 
very req>ectatde manner. Yeurs went by, and in the course 
of time they were the parents of fbnr fine children. The old 
■laveholder being dead, and his son learning that this woman 
had not received the legal mannmiaei<ai papers the law re- 
required, and being moved by the infernal avmce and 
crusty of slavery, about three years ago took two or three 
loafert, and being armed with pistols aad, bowie-knives, he 
went to a Pennsylvania justice of the peace, living three or 
four miles from this woman, and obtwned a warrant to arrest 
her and all of hor children and bring them before the jusdee^ 
where the elaveholder said he would have it tried to know 
whether the woman and children were his or not. 

The slaveholder and his mynnidonB pitched in at an onsas- 
pected hoar, about Btmdown, upon thiB pO<» motiier uid 
her Uttle brood, and instantly dra^;ed them ont of thedr 
bouse ; the mother BCreaming, kidnappers 1 kidnapp«ra t kid- 
Aiappers 1 The children burst forth in the most terr^c oriesi 
which were heard by their father in the field, who came ran- 
Ding to the house. The wagon by this time, withont any 
explanatiion to the distracted husband and father, having 
started, the horses going full jump, and the broken-hearted 
&ther following and hallooing to stop, until the wagon passed 
out of sight in the distance. The &ther came to a tavern, 
near the justice, where the kidnappers stopped, and the jus- 
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tice, being irom home that crreniog, the Iddiupper toid. the 
bwbaDd Iw vonld take good oars of Mb wife and ehildren 
until next inormng, 9 a.m., when they wonid go before the 
jtutiee, and the caose sbonld be tried. The hosband, b^er- 
ing what the kidnapper told Mm, and the doors of his own 
house haimg been left wide open, he conolnded, at the re- 
quest of his wife, to go baob and shut the doors and aecnre 
things at his plnndered home, and come baok early the next 
morning ; the slaTehoider having solemnly sworn be would 
not remove the fiimily without the jnstioe decided, on hear- 
ing the ease, be had a ri^t so to do. But behold the dread- 
ful TiU»ny of a slav^older : at midnight, when the n^i^bor- 
bood were looked in sleep, he and his gang arose and took 
the woman and children, and before daylight, behad driven 
with such speed, that they were secured in one of the great 
prison houses, to-wit, the State of Maryland. At daylight 
the broken-hearted bnsbandwent to tbe jnstice, who told 
him that the woman and children had nerer been brongbt 
before him; and from the statement of the tavern-keeper, it 
•was obvious to the poor colored man and his neighbors, that 
his wife and children had surely been kidnapped withont 
trial ; the huBband followed to the Maryland line, which he 
did not dare pass over; as by a law of Maryland (though 
contrary to tbe Constitution of the 1J. 8.), a free colored 
nuui coming into Maryland, might be taken and sold into 
perpetual slavery. Oh ! tbe sorrows of this woman and thk 
man; all of their hopes stranded for life; tbeir free-bom 
ohildren instantly tamed to daves. lite neighbors of the 
w^red man, in Pemisylvania were incensed and highly in- 
dignant. There is a law in Pennsylvania punishing kidnap- 
pers from three to ten years in tbe Penitentiary of that 
State ; and under that law, the neighbors of the bereaved 
buBband, went before the Grand Jnry of a Court of Oyer 
and Terminer of the Slate c^ PerniBylvania, and got the 
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Mar^and TiUaiss indicted lor kidD^piiig. Upon tke indiot- 
ment being prmented to the Goremor of Penn^lvBiiia, be 
mode a reqniution npon the Ctovemor of Mftrylsnd, to 
deliver np the kidnapper for trial to the Court of Pennsyl- 
vania. The Governor of lUaryland reiuaed to obej the re- 
qniatimi or deliver np the felon. 

A correspondenoe finally took plaoe between the govern- 
ors of the two Stflt«B, by which it vas agreed that tht^ 
respective States fihonld paaf a legislative agreement on 
this salgect, into a law, whloh was done accordingly. The 
eabstuice of this agreement was, that the canee agiunst tira 
ludnapper was to be tried in the Fennaylvania Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, and if this oonrt decided against the kidnap- 
per, the caoae was to be taken by writ of error to the 
Supreme oonrt of Pennsylvania; and if this conrt affirmed 
the judgmeBt against the kidnapper, it was then by a writ of 
error to be taken before the Supreme Oonrt of the United 
States for an ultimate deoisioa. 

The Pennsylvama Courts decided agunst the kidnapper 
and in &vor of th^ own statute, and sentenced the culprit, 
I believe, to seven years in the State Prison. Accor^g to 
the agreement, the cause was brought by writ of ernw 
before the Supreme Court of the United States, at Washing- 
ton, in the winter of 1842; where the moet remarkable ded- 
don ^as made, by this Court, after hearing thie respective 
Attorney Generals of the States aforesaid. 

I say remarfeaMe, (of nothing in Ute 19th oentnryhad 
transcended Uie dedsions of the I?th, by Jeffl*eyB, Scrogga 
and PoUefexen in the bloody trials of Lord RnsseQ and 
Algernon ^dney, nntil this master and terrifio deddon of 
jodidal tyranny flung all the judusial Neros of England tnte 
the regions of forlorn and returalesg insignifioanoe. Tb« 
court decided that the State dedsions of Pennsylvania were 
wrong, and aoBulled tiiem. It floUter de<:d<led tbirt tiie part 
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of the Act of Congreaa of 1793, vUiA required State judges 
and jostioea of the pesoe to issue -warrants, at the instanoe 
of ^vebcdders or tbeir ageote, i^ainst fugitive elavcB, and 
hoar the carOBe and grant certificate of ownership to the 
claimant of a fiigitlve, was unconstitutional, null and void ; 
as Congresa, the court B^d, had no right to require State 
officers ^ execute an Act of Congress, or of the Federal 
Government. 

I would remark here that erer^ fi^^tive slave, vbo hat 
been sent back to slavery, for 49 years, by a State judge, 
State justice ef the peace, recorder or mayor, has been 
judicially kidnapped, and is now held in slavery by force of 
an uncoustitutioual decision. Dreadful tbou^t, that the 
tMrteen &ee States have been obeying an unconatitutional 
law, and oommitting the crime of judicial Mdnap}Hng, as 
thongh the &te of the slave was not hard enough ; it seems 
that every Statejudge, justice, mayor or recorder, who have 
done this shocking, bloody and dirty work, had no bnsiness, 
by law, to do it ; and that any man would have been justi- 
*fied in going into their unlawAil and unc<»tBtitutional court, 
it having so jurisdiction of the fugitive, and taken him 
sway from the State functionary by force, and the State 
judicial officer could not protect himaelf or the court ; and 
the individual who had set all such fogitive-State-juditiial 
funotoonaries at defiance, would have been upheld by the 
Supreme Court of the United States. — Oh I the poor dave, ' 
what hast thou not suffered ? 

The court decided, however, that a judge of the United 
States courts might issue a warrant, under the Act of 1793, 
and arrest a fugitive slave, at the instance of a daimuit, and 
hear the proofs and grant the master or his ^ent a certificate, 
returning the fugitive into captivity. There are only three 
such officers in the State of New Toil, to wit, Judge ConkHn 
of ABbnm, Judge Betts of the tkty t^ New York, both 
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diatriot jndgea of the United Stit'tes, and Jadg* Snutii 
Thompson, one of the jostices of the Supreme Oomt of the 
United Slates. The court fiutfaer dedded, which is- the 
tfvly ftarfuL tnd alarming portion of their decision, tliat tin 
BlaTeholder, or hjji ^[ent, may, irhenerer and wherever he 
sees fit, arreit a fugitive slave without warrant or an^ 
authority from a State or United States judge or^ostioe, or 
any iuncdonaiy on ttie earth, and take the said fugitive into 
the service of the slflveholder ; and no Slate Jaw, writ of 
habeas corpus, right of trial by jury, or any State law 
intended to demgnate a mode of tjial for the Aigitive, shall 
stand in the way of the master : or in other words, the mas- 
ter may seize any person he sees fit, in the State of Kew 
York, to call his slave ; or the master may walk triniaphantly 
over all State laws enacted for the defence of human iUbeity, 
and carry off his prey to his den. According to this dread- 
ful decision, any man in the State of New York, who asmmeii 
that he is a slaveholder, may lay his hands on any other man 
or womaa in the State, claiming lum or her by word of 
month, as his or her slave, who has escaped firom liim in somff 
slave State ; and although the person dtumed may cry and 
protest, that he or she was bom fret and wAite, and was 
never out of tlus State ; still no trial, no proceeding whatso- 
ever, can be pot in operation to investigate the identity of 
the person claimed, or look ioto ^e matter, or stay the potent 
slaveholder, bat the victim must go to a slave State as a 
slave, evim if it was the son of ^e govwnor of this State, or 
the governor himself; and the court insultingly tells ns the catly 
remedy of this k^napped person, is to be fonnd after be or 
shehu reached the master's home, in a slave State, to sue, in 
a dvil action, the master, in a slave oot^ for his liberty. 
Ah I glorious opportunity, to go to a southern lawyer p«mi* 
less, the master havii^ taken yonr m<»iey, the master holding 
a pistol to yonr breast, forbiddii^ your leaving the pla&ta- 
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tion ; nod if 70U do, be may legally shoot yoit dead, if yon 
■will not Btop when bidden ; you are J,OO0 miles from all of 
yoar witneBseB, and now the poorest man in the creation of 
God — a ektve ; and then you are told to htigate with yonr 
master in a slave State, before slave jadges and a elavchold- 
ing jnry I 

Why not stop and have the litigation 'with the master in 
this State, wb»n he first sets up his claito, by which the 
burden of provmg you his slave wiQ be thrown on him, and 
yoa will have judges and jurors who are not slaveholderB, 
and also your witnesses to prove your freedom, and fiiends 
and means to employ counsel ? The answer to this seenw to 
be, the great, lordly, soverdgn daveholder most not be 
hindered by your State court trials — ^his bumess is too 
important fi>r him to be delayed from home to IHigate the 
freedom of a man or woman. The slaveholder has said that 
A. is his slave and that is enongh, and ought and must satialy 
those fastidions fiiols at the North ; his word and character 
is like the chevalier Bayard's — above fear and without 
reproach. Again, if the slave suet in a slave State for his 
freedom, the ^ve will have the burden of proof thrown on 
him— of proving a negative — that he is not a dave. 

If he has any colored blood in his veins, the law comes to 
the master's aid, with the presumption that he is a slave ; and 
iiirther, if ever so ^rttite, and he is doing work as a slave — 
then if he snea for freedom, the orud and malignant law of 
the South presumes he is a slave, or he leofdd not &e in the 
condition of the alave. Kow this rule of presumption is in 
exact hostility to the common law, that great inheritance of 
English liberty from our Saxon ancestors. By the common 
law all men are presnmed honest, just, and free, until the con- 
trary appears by proof. 

It was said when tlus dedsion was announced it produced 
a shook, as though a mine had exploded under the c^ntd. 
17 
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There u« nine jadges of the Supreme Coort of the U'ltited 
States ; five of whom are daveholders. It ia said six ofinkms 
were written at the time, in which a great variety of jodg- 
meirt prevailed. 

It IB Bud by Jadge Baldwin, that theCooBtitution ezeontad 
itaelt^ and that no aach act as 1793 was needed, and tiie ftOt 
was void. Bat an average of opinion seemed to conduct tbe 
cOnrt to the conclusions above referred to. If we are to 
consider that aatonnding branch d£ the decision aa law, hj 
which tbe slareholder comes to the Nortli and exercises the 
Blavdiolder's elementary power, not r^ht, tbe swne as fn 
th»iwood« of Afiios during the time of tlte slBre trade ; then 
it would seem that while we have declared it jHracy and 
death to take a man with a view to enslave him, on tbe coast 
of Africa ; tliat at the same time one man may take another 
and make a slave of him, in Oneida County, be he white or 
black, and take faim to a slave State and there use him as a 
slave ; and that the only remedy for this kidnapping is a dvil 
suit, prosecnted by the helpless stave gainst his masto-, 
before a slave court and juiy. This would not give one in * 
ten thousand an opportunity to escape. For it must be 
remembered that Pemtsylvania and the fi«e States, and onn 
amongst the rest, have passed laws against kidnaj^g, by 
which these statutes have said that whoever shall take and 
violmtly carry away any person frtHn this State, or sell ssod 
person with a view to enslave him, without lawful authorit}*, 
shell be imprisoned, varying from three to ten yeus, and, I 
believe, in some, for life. 

But tbis dedsion overthrows those mont important laws, 
enacted for the feeble and defenceless, as the great bolwarks 
of human liberty, and turns the &ee or slave States into daye- 
kidnapping ground ; where a man may commit tiie crime of 
enslaving, in perfect safety ; and his only danger is thu the 
slave may sue for his liborty in a slave State, though, that he 
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cannot do withont the miister*B pennlfluon, as he cumot leave 
the master's premises withoat his consent, and that will never - 
be given to go and consult lairyers to invalidate the master's 
- title. And if the slave attempts to leave the master's pre- 
mises by force, the master can shoot him dead if it be necessary 
to enforce obedience of reatrain him. If the nation, or the 
free States- dreamed for-a moment of the horrible position in 
vhich they vere placed, by the late decision of the Supreme 
Coart of the United States, nnder the act of 1 703, there would 
be one nniversal mustering of all men, votnen and children 
fer the repeal of the act of 1793 ; and also for a declaratory 
act by Congress, abolishing, if in its power, the legal e&'ect 
of this monatroui canton of the Supreme Court of the TJoited 
States. 

To this frightful precipice has slavery conducted this nation, 
at last, so that now no man has any shelter left bene^h the 
magna charta of American Independence, for his own Uberty, 
his wife's, or his child's, for a single day ; for he may be 
made a slave in Ooeida County, in the State ctf New Tork, 
any moment, and cannot appeal to any law in this State to 
prevent it. No, the writ of habeas corpus, the right of trial by 
Jury, are all swept by the board, and a man now holds his 
Ubertiea by no better tenure than a kidnapper's meroy. 

Good God, have mercy on us and destroy slavery, for it is 
destroying life, hberty, property, and the pursuit of happiness. 
I hope our friends will in the next two years, present the 
petitions to abolish the act of 1793 for signatures, to every 
householder, his wife, and children over fourteen years of 
age throughout the Empire State ; going two and two from 
house to house, pleading for a deliverance of this Republic. 

Abolish the act of 1798 and we place Canada on Mason 
and Dixon's line ; or, in other words, we set Canada down 
on'the line of Maryland, Yir^nia, Kentucky, and IGssonri, 
and slavery would abolish itself in those four great States in 
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three yean. The tlares would have nothing to do bnt wdk 
over the tine. 

The aboUtioD of the set of 1703 deliven the North from 
the basest pouUon ever occnpied by States or mdividnals. It 
ffyea us back oar bibles and the riches of immortalit;, which 
the act of 1793 makes na agree to forego aad renounce. 
JSow, we allure the doctrines of Jesus Christ the Son of God, 
breathing mercy and love to all, to become the allies of the 
cmel, and the itirrap-holdera ^ kidnappers, and the ooUai^ 
wearers of the sonthem dareltolders. 

tdJmmtny, 1S4S. 
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REPLY TO THE JXTNIUS TRACT 

or THE BEV. CALTIN OOLTON, IB4S. 

Wb cannot forbear asking Mx. Colton, cannot Congraas, 
who made this law in 1793, repeal it in 1643 ? Tliere cannot 
be two opinions on this subject, among learned or unlearned, 
Christians or Jews, slaveholders or Liberty party men. If 
CongresB may repeal this law, the Act of IStb of February, 
1793, which it has passed, what wonld be tbe position of the 
slave ? I^eoisely the same as tfaovgh Canada was to slide 
down and be bounded on the South by Mason and Dixon's 
line — ^precisely the aame as though Canada was the northern 
boundary line of the slave States. The moment the abves 
passed into Fennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois or Iowa, 
from a slave State, they would he/ree, by the laws of slavery, 
and tbe law of nations. They conld not be pnrsaed or ar- 
rested. They would be free. How long wonld slavery stand 
in the border ..States of Maryland, Virginia, Kentnoky, or 
Missouri 7 Not five years, if we take away the power of 
ndamatum. This act of Congress in abrid^g the natural 
tight of the slave to seek his liberty, is the act of the free 
States in common with the slave. Bat for this law, slavery 
wonld have been overthrown. Sut for tiie North agreeing 
to stand as a hvS^g Beotry on the line between freedom and 
slavery, covenanting to re-lddnap the Seeing, iimooent man 
and woman, and restore him or her in cludns to bis oppressor 
davery would have &Uen to tie ground, by the power of 
flight aions. 
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BAI,LOT-BOX POWBB. 

According to slaTchoIders, their exponents and ftpologista, 
every right they have acquired over the alsTes by the lawa, 
constitntioDB and compacts, are ballot-bos powers, in their 
inception, and hare all been voted for in the appointment or 
election of those iodividuals who crested, made or passed, 
these laws, constitntions or compacts. But slavery, thaagh 
the highest of crimes, is a thing so mnch more sacred than 
any other hnman right, that when once voted into ezisteace 
by ballot-boz power, or if ballot-box intrenchment« ar4 
thrown np aronnd it, the ballot-boz has spent its power, no- 
less it be to fortify the infernal institntion, bnt has no power 
to overthrow, curb or restrain it ; when the ballot-hox hari 
once conferred any power on this piratical inslitntion, it mast 
remain inviolable, irrepealable, to-day, to-morrow, and for- 
ever 1 1 So say slaveholders, and Mr. Colton and the Whigs, 
in the spirit of thor arguments, in &vor of what we might 
suppose were truly peculiar instittitionB, which, when onca 
made, defy their creator, and become eternal. Tes, they are 
peculiar, if having once got into existence, there is no way to 
get them ont. Bat Mr. Colton has been so kind tie to inforai 
OS how to get them ont. It is by moral suation. These 
isstitntions which will not yield to the omnipotence of the 
ballot-hoz, may still be kindly flattered out of eristencel 
Yes, they may be persnaded to die, bnt cannot he killed. 
The institntion being so very hnmane and generous, it is to 
^e presumed, that, to help justice and humanity, it will agree 
to die, from pure patriotism, and from an abhorrence of iu 
own existence. But the difficulty still ia, if Mr. Colton Ifl 
right, that slavery cannot die, except through the lnl)ot4K>X 
power; for if yon should persuade each slaveholder tO give 
• liberty to his slaves, in the District of Colmnbia, nnleiifl shi- 
very is forbidden by law, what hinders another vflhdn fiwn 
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setting up the bnaineBB sgain, under the nose of CongreSB P 
But whst ia the use in pressing thia argiiment further, or at 
sendkig an absurdity in hot pursuit after an impossibility 1 

TH& QBISAT VOIXIANO. 

Look at tJie absardity of tins reverend and crafty Whig. 
'^e we told over and over and oupr again, from page to page 
<^ hie argument, that our misHiou of benevolraoe might be 
y«y pr(^>er, if we did not propose to overthrow the general 
ifeUare, and trample on contracts, compacts and moral obli- 
gatioDB, hy costing our votes -where we have not the least 
chanee of sncoesa, and if we were successful in getting a 
majority, we are, in all respects, perfectly powerless, as we 
have not a ornmb <tf constitutional power by which to touch 
^very, or even the hem of its garment, in state or nation, it 
is so sacredly guarded against every approach of humanity ; 
Irat still, by voting for these abolition objects, we defeat our- 
selves and the Whigs, and thus we may " throw the govem- 
miutt of the States and nation into bands that will ruin na all, 
as they have heretofore tried to do, with no small success." 
Whst are we to gam by acting with Whigs, after the gentilfr 
nan has shown us that the Whigs oanoot touch slavery ev^ 
with a p^ of tongs, for want of constitutional power ; and 
that all tike Wh^ can do, with that great slaveholder as 
Preddent (who swallows daily the unpaid labor of S2 human 
beings), would be to prop, enlai^e, fortify and strengthen 
slavery ? Let bun not talk of the right of petition — when 
did Cb^, or Calhoun, or Van Bnren ever oome out iu its 
fovOF 7 And if l^e Whig party had power, and allowed ns 
to discnsi every propoution for curtailing and lopping oS a 
branch ta a twig of slavery, still this great constitutional 
Whig infonns na (and the Whigs have adopted his legal 
adviee by oiroidating his tract as thttr opinion) that however 
611 of envmoqurtion, justice an^d meroy, a Whig Oongresa 
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nu^t be, it ooold contrive no wij or meaiiB to deliver or 
aid ft ain^ elave, without tearing the Constitntion sll to 
shreds and BhiverB, involving the ooimtry in flaioes and blood, 
from Montpelier to Tallahassee, from the Pedee to the Sabine, 
&oni the Montauk to the monntBina of rock, where llMre 
would be nothing to eztingmah the flames of our dwdlings, 
but the blood of oar citi||pB ; and this univereal massacre, 
would end in the extinction of black and white, bmid and free, 
and oonvert this end of the continent into one vast sepnlchre 
who^e no living man wonid snivive to record the dismal catas- 
trophe, which bad Uotted a great empire &om the naip <^ 
the world, in defending the oonstitnlionality of slavery I 
Alas, alas, alas, did ever nation live on the top of snob & con- 
etitntional volcano before f Yes, a volcano tbat never casta 
np its lurid flames and pnmice Stones, as long as 70U fted it 
with oonstitational gags, and the twenty slave-elected mem- 
bers of Congress ; also by throwing down into its voraooiu 
crMer throat seven new slave States and Florida, as a mere 
desert to be swallowed by its unappeasable voracionaDeBB, 
with an eight fears war for the extinctioa of the noUe Semi- 
noles, at an expense of fifty millions ; she can contaia witliin 
her nughty bowels, mqnined, the ten miles square, and 6,000 
slaves and three slave dnngeons ; she can circulate tbe slaves 
in coffled gangs, or by ship, all through her huge eotraila ; 
she oaa liear within her the crying and groaning of the 
whq>ped iwillinTM, the mangled thonsanda and murdered hon- 
dreds, as they send iq> their dsdly ory to a naiioa'a merey, 
unmoved, untouched; btit let one petitiMi for mecoy or 
deliverance be preeeoted, and then, oh I the tremendous up- 
heavings, the mteartlily soands, the smoke, the pomioe 
stones and &sh««, which put out the inn of Liberty, and maks 
it dark at noon, while the streams of boiling, bubbling,, fiery 
lava poor down, aweq>ing all before them. And it seems to 
have been the business of Whiga md Democrats, witii the 
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great ecclesiastioal denominations of this conntry, to cap the 
top of this mighty slsTehoIding volcano, that the prinoners* 
cries bonnd in its cavenis, and the rage cooBeqnent on a 
demand for their deliverance, might both be snppresaed in 
eternal silence. 

BLATEBT BIQHT, BXCAnSS OF CIBrBSSB IN SNGLAin)] 

Then, agun, this Whig mouthpiece saya there is distreBS 
in England among the operatives. 

Yes, that is tme — there ia slavery in Brazil, and in Cuba, 
there is a vast atnonnt of highway robbery in Spain, bnt 
Spain does not make highway robbery an ot^anin institntion : 
and there is the burning of widows in the East Indies, or has 
been till of late, and females have mined and oramped feet in 
China, and they mnrder, sometimes, ioDOCent people in 
Cochin China, and they flog and work people for nothing 
in two State Prisons in this State, and men spend their Hvea 
in the mines of Mexico, Chili and Pern, and some men whip 
their wives in New York, some men are daily dmnk and 
' miseraUe, bnt women-whipping and drunkenness are not 
defended institntions. What do all these things prove? 
Why, according to this logician, that every abuse of man, 
which we can find existing tm the earth, or crime committed 
against his happiness, that to be sure is an example, wbidi 
anthorizes us to adopt that abuse, and to put it into our Con- 
Btitntion and make laws for its defence, as an institution ; 
and if the institntion be attacked for its mherent, sel^evident 
villainy, why, then show that it ia right ? Oh, no, show that 
some other people, ancient or modem, or individnals of this 
or that nadon, have committed some vile oflence against God 
and man, and that proves slavery a good institution. The 
abuses of the poor operatives in England are not a part 
of the English Constitution and laws, compelling Uiem to 
suffer. 

n* 
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C0LT0K*8 ABSTTMBNT — FjLBXHT AITD CHILD. 

But Mr. Colton has overthrown slavery after all ; for he 
«iys H is like the relations of hnsband and wife, parent and 
child, master and apprentice. He says the husband, parent 
and master have a right to Uie service of the wife, the child, 
and apprentice, and so he says has the master to the slave's 
Bervioe, hut not to hia body. He says the slave is entitled to 
his own body, if we understand him. He, speaking of the 
riave, says, " the seirioe, not the person, ia the property." 
This is new slave law, of Mr. Colton's — it is on the 8th page 
of his tract, hi which this discovery is made. He says the 
law gives command of the sla.ve*s person, so that the master 
may get his services. But he says, "neither master, nor 
fether, nor society itself has property in iba persons of men. 
But God only," If a man owns hia body, how can another 
man get a title to his services, except by contract ? and if any 
man can show a slave who has made a contract for a good 
consideration, for himself and his posterity, to work for 
nothing' but the chance of being whipped, beaten, kicked, 
ouffed, and if he attempts to go away, who then agrees^ that 
the master may shoot him, and further agrees the master 
may sell his wife and children, and further affreea the master 
may pound him to death, if he does not work, and moreover 
agrees the master may sell him from his wife and children, and 
agrees that the master shall withhold all knowledge, and that 
he, the slave, shall never own anything on earth — no, not a 
cow, a sheep, a hog or a goat, and that he contracted to 
stand forever, called a chattel, a thiog, instead of a man — if 
he will show me one such case as this, I will agree that this 
man may be a slave, and his master a knave, and I will not 
try to change their condition. 

The husband and wife make a contract in marriage, which 
Is reciprocal and for the mntnal benefit of the parties, but the 
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hnsband cannot sell his vife, nor tbe wife her husband, Tha 
indented ai^rendce baa a ' consideration tor his serrioeB in 
being tangbt a trade, receiving a good commoii school edaca- 
tion, and being clothed dnrlng his childish years. He receivea 
the amplest compensation for every particle of labor he ' 
performs. Can his master sell him ? No. Can his master 
beat him to death nnder the head of correction and go nn- 
punished ? If the master is crael, his articles of indentore 
can be cancelled, by the m^istrates ; but what pewer, but 
death, cancels the slave's, even if he be seventy years of i^;e. 
Who ever heard of binding oot a boy or gal for life V TJotil 
such cases occur, let no comparison be drawn, where there ia 
no more resemblance tbao between an iceberg and a eteaoL- 
boat. Mr. Colton and the Whig party, think the relation t4 
parent and child, and master and slave are alike, and tlw 
relation substantially of the same interesting diaracter ; and 
slavery appears so amiable, that Mr. Colton and the Whig 
party could not find a more pertinent case of reaemblaooe 
and illnstraUon, than the holy relation of parent and child. 
There are between 300,000 and 400,000 slaves in the United 
States, wbose lathers are their masters. Here the doable 
relation of master and parent on the one side, and child and 
slave on the other, one would Buppoacj from Mr. Colton'a 
and the Whig party's notions, on such subjects, must be a- 
state of too much advantage and happiness for the soo-slava 
or daughter-slave, to last or enjoy on this earth — a greater 
liiSLte in the good of this world, than &lls to the ordinary lot ' 
of mortals. The parent and master, according to Mr. Colton, 
will act for the best and do the best for his child; and 
as evidence of his kindoess, he considers him or her a slave, 
and frequently sells his own peculiar picture, as early as a 
purchaser presents, to preserve thd affection of his wife, who 
is not delighted in seeing living images of her husband, 
proving that she, tbe wife, is but the si 
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Tile LibjBO dime, in the Tsnoer aflbotimi of ber hoslMUid. 
A &tbn oannot sell his l^Unutte diildrcsi, Thkb, perti^M, 
Mr. Colton may consider s diaadrantage, under vhioh the 
iMstard-elave does not labor ; for the iather of the baatard- 

' slave oilea sells hit" or bw, and vith the money gives tite 
Boa of the free woman a liberal education at some eastern 
collie, while the son of the same father, bis half-brother, 
ii w t if*^ of gradaating at Yale or Princeton, will reoeive hia 
bon<Hs at a cart-tail, vheie the parchment will b« laid on fais 
naked bade ; where, if be is not made master of arts, be i» 
KHnetimea permitted to graduate from time into etanaty. 
Fvhaps Mr. Ctdton thinks it a misfortcme that pamital ao- 
thority ceases at twenty-one years of age, over the child. The 
law of slavery is so kind as never to give up the master's 
iolicititde for ^c slave, even if be sbonld live iOO years. 
This goes to prove, notwithstanding some trifling disadvan- 
tiges on the part of the slave, how mnch more r^^ard the 
master has than the parent — the latter throws np his oar* 
and responsibility at twenty-one, while the land master por- 
enes the slave through all the narrow lanes of liib, with a 
master's eye, nor once loses dght of the object of his tender 
aolidtode, until the slave exchanges the master's kindly grasp 
for the still more kindly gripe of death. 

Hie BOD at die death of his &ther, whether twenty-one, 
nnder or over, iuberita bis father's property — the slave is 
inherited — ^the only difference is between the active and the 

' passive voice, the difierence is a mere qoestion of parsing 
grammar. The son inAerit» the slave. Hae slave is in&erited 
by the son. Bat, according to the dootrine of consideration 
and redprocity, Mr. Colton and the Whig party would tell 
OB the bargun was equal, for if the yoni^ master has in- 
herited an aged slave, what then makes it equal if, the aged 
slave has inherited a yoong master. So the inheritance 
account is balanced by its equality. And if die jsnng master 
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biHs his aged slaTe, then the slave has got a nev mftster, 
whioh, according to Mr. Colton and the Whig party, is like 
an old widower getting a new wife. For Hr. Colton com- 
pared slaTcry to the mami^e relation, as one of its most 
fitting illnstrationB. The master sdls the slave's wife and 
children, whom the slave father sees do more : Mr. Cotton, 
the Whig party and the slaveholders wonld tell yon, that he, 
the Blare, may get him a new wife, for if a man lose his wife 
md children by sale, may he not get him a new wife F It 
matters not how the slave loses them. 

Mr. Colton is ri^t, in one respect — showing a strong 
resemblance between a child of the master and his slave. 
The child at two years of aga is ignorant, does not know 
how to read, write or cipher. So the slave at forty resem- 
bles, in these respects, the child at two. Mr. Colton con- 
tends the master is bonnd to Teed and clothe the slave. So 
is the owner boimd to feed and staUe his poor plongh-horse, 
and npon the same gronnd the horse can prosecute, accord- 
ing to Mr. Colton, for neglect to stable and oat him, the 
same aa the slave may sne or indict for neglect to feed and 
clothe hhn. True, the community might indict the man who 
abused the horse, or the slave, out of all reason, if they felt 
disposed. 

But the first case is yet to be seen in a court of jnstice, 
where a southern man has been indicted for overworiinff, 
undar/eedinff, and not dothing a slave. The first case at 
the Korth is yet to be tried, of overworking and undcrfeed- 
uig among the tens of thousands of poor, abused, starved 
skeletons of hones. Tet the power of redress, as it regards 
the slave and horse, are exactly equal. The slave has the 
same right to go before a grand jary and state his case, on 
oath, agiunst his master, as the horse has. His oath is not 
idlowed against the master, or any white, in any case, or 
reoMved at aU. 
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A vsw epooh opeiu. The stmtsees of the timea taska the 
gcaini of hamuiitj to fresh efforts. The Befonnatioa oumot 
be carried hy the A. S. neewepsper, or the hired agent. We 
oommend and tove thton both, but thej are high-[»ioed 
uutrameittalities. We cannot cnltlTate mountain hmd vidi 
a plough of gold. Slavery has invaded onr paTsee ; slaveiy 
demanda the eandiigs of Friday and Saturday of the North 
a* a union tax; we pay it. Bankruptcy is the return cargo 
from t^e Sooth. One man in fire wtHrka at the Sonth ; nine 
otit of ten voric at the North, or the natitm wonld perish. 
The South pay their debts with the bankmpfa oertificatea — 
that is their ciroiilating medinm, as indrridnals. Bepndiatku 
in a State is piracy in individoals. SUrery slays by riolenoe, 
one slave in each of die 1 3 States daily. They &11 by croelty, 
ovenrorking, nnderfeeding, and in nameleBB oth«: ways. 
The North looks on. She sees the writhing viotims on tiw 
Union's altar ; she hears their groans. These Union victims, 
whose blood flows on the altar of the confederation, amoont 
to 4,?4S. Tb« Christian reUgion is abolished wherever 
davery comes to be a legal institution. When Atheinn ia 
establidied by law, the Chiistiaa religion is repealed by law. 
Slavery is the ooaverse of every proposition in Christiasi^ ; 
whoever sastiuns it in Church or State, does it at the expense 
of Christianity. 

ABOUTIOIT CONVSNTIOKS. 

Onr OonvanUDns hereto&re held bare ado|rtedi wb^tlwr. m 
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toVn, eoiinty or State, the mode of Bending out a oommittee 
^j^eport resolutions. These resolntions hare geoerally been 
affirmative or negative propoaitlons, touching slavery in the 
Church and State, affirming what we ought and ought not to 
believe and do. Or, in other words, we have spent the last 
seven years in a circle of splendid abstractions, or golden 
affirmations of what was or was not the truth, seeming to 
think If we could once mark a proposidMi as true, <m a ten 
hour discussion, that was enough ; imd, in &ct, we have acted 
as though our ten thousand resolves had, by onr vote, the 
breath of life breathed into them, and that henceforth they 
would fly like an angel of mercy through the world, under 
our new embodiment, as a sort of everlasting agent of truth, 
not snbject to any of the laws of our oommon mortality. But 
onr abstract propositions bad no longer legs nor larger hands 
after we bad passed thsn than before ; tmd yet we congratu- 
late ourselves in having fifteen or twenty resolutions, dis- 
cussed or undisonssed. It might often be said that a £irorite 
polemical controversy would spring ont of a single resolution, 
and nae up the entire time of a Convention, In reviewing 
the past, without bdng too oensorions, it eunot be denied 
that we seemed to act as if we had only to pass a resolution to 
o^auize the State, and distribate light in every comer of the 
same — as though we had really done the work by passing the 
reBoludon. We almost mistook oar resiHutaons for their psr< 
fonnance. We were too well satisfied with naolving to do 
instead of doing. We spent our energies in establishing our 
abstractions as first printnples, and gave but little time to 
the practical carrying out of the same, infinit^y the moat 
important. 

TBS SLAVEHOLDINQ OMNIBUB. 

The agitation growing out of Texas reveals the &ot that 
this Government was from tiie be^ning, aad nowis, a mere 
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llftmhoUing oamibaa to carry siavdiolden aad their bag- 
gage, and that we at the North have had to feed j^ 
hones, make the rondi and keep the onmibna in repair, for 
the naked reputation of having a ri^t to ride in the oamibiu, 
though Te hare to go on foot, run ui the dost, Bhouting that 
we have equal right to ride with those inude. The £f orth have 
just discovvred we are monuig by the ude of the omnUms, 
which is loaded down with Blaveholdera, slavea, chains, hand- 
diffi^ whips, bloodhoonds and alavehtdding constmctionB o£ 
the ConUiCntioD, doae i;^ in bundles, labelled, " For the addle- 
headed of the North." Another bundle, entitled " Slave- . 
boldiug Constitutional Compronuaea," lately discovered by 
the grandson of one of the firamera of the Constitution, ahow- 
iagtliat the true cabalistic reading of the Constitation is, that 
where the word liberty occurs therein, it means "slavery" — 
where the word justice, there read "injustioe oroppression" — 
where any word soever in the Constitution like these, " the 
TTnited States shall guarantee to each State a republican fiinn 
of government," they are to be rtgeoted a« entire surplusage, 
as has been the case in the admission of dght i^veholdmg 
new States — ^practical constmotioD thereon by CoDgrea& 
There was another bundle entitled " Forgeries or DiBcoveries," 
that the words in the ConatitulJon " Ko person shall be d» 
prived of life, liberty or property mthout due process," ia 
fUsely printed in all the editions of the Cmsdtution extant, 
and that the true. original was &amed aad ad<^ed in these 
words : ** Men or wouen who are weak, Mulattoes, Quadroons, 
eights or sixteenths, thirty-seooDds, or edxty^ourths, or where 
sixty-three drops of theii blood is Ai^loSaxon and one drop 
African, in origin, and in that proportion, shall be deprived 
of life, liberty, and property, without due process of law." 
Also one other bundle entitled, " An astounding discoreiy 
just come to lif^t in Florida, said to be discovered in the 
hollow of a tree,, on which fugitive slaree had ascended to 
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escape the rage of the pnrBidng hloodboonds— a most won- 
d^Hul document on parchment, showing that the Constitntioa 
was made for nothing else ezoept as a slave-breeding, slave- 
voting, slave-irorking, slave-selling, HlaT&-p(irsniDg and oatcb- 
ing docmnent." The North have made more discoveries 
about the omnihns and its contents in the last ^x months ■ 
tb&a in the last forty years hefbre, 

THB GSBAT BVEBT-SIAN POTTBH. 

On the day of the moniing of the femona battle of Trafalgar, 
by Lord Kelson against the French, the English Adn^ral 
caused a piece of white cotton aboat one htmdred feet long 
and twenty-five feet wide, with letters fonr or five feet long 
to be inscribed thereon and fastened to the masthead of the 
Admiral's sbip, that it might he seen by every man to be 
engird throughont the fleet. The words were : " Ekglakd 
KXFEciB EvzBT HAiT TO DO HIS DtTTT." Oh [ the enthnsiaBtio 
shout that went up from England's tars at the sight: 
^oosands of whom saw the snn rise this mom for the last 
time forever. The anti-slavery host expect every liberty 
man will do his duty. The great secret of anccesrful prose* 
cation of the antiHslavery conquest is yet nnrevealed, and 
where revealed is not believed. The wmplidty of means is 
so amazing, men will not believe it. It is the great every- 
man power, the one-man power, the common^man power, the 
w^amedtnan power. Every honest anti-slavery man has 
the power of converting some of his ndghbors to onr glorions 
priDd|dee, in the next fiva*weet9 by taUdng, by tract, news- 
paper, or pamphlet. A man of the smallest intellect, is a 
stronger, a wiser and a better man, when armed in the pano- 
ply of eternal justice, mercy and equality, surrounded and 
trusting to these principles, to bear him up, than the greatest 
intellectnaJ Goliah, who even defied the armies of the Uving 
Ood, tmstang to his weaver's beam of fUsehood and lies, 
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One QimM <^ tintJii wUl nake th» beam iuek witb a ton (^ 



KTBON HOIXEY. 

The ConTBntioa at BocheBter, on the 12tb, IStb, aai 14th 
inrt. (June 18i4) was one <^ the largest ever held in this 
State. In addition to the conTeotion proper, tbonsands c^ 
the citisou of Rocbeater aadparta adjacent, joined in a grate- 
ful tribnte of respect to one of the moat illnstrioas men of the 
Empire State, Tea, Myron Holley'e ahaft of granite, aome 
.11 or ] 2 feet in height, weighing between five and six tona, 
will stand commemorating, from generation to generation, 
from century to century, the high bom purpoiee of hia mar 
jeatio aoul, as long aa the qoiet Geneaee ahall glide at the 
base of Mount Hope, bearing on its bosom the tears of the 
pilgrim-visiter to this city of silence, and will reveal to the 
great ur^om, that men lived on the earth in 1844, who AO- 
fenowledged the power of genius, and honored a brave h»r 
manity, in apuaillanimous age, and have left this imperishable 
testimony as an incentive to all who have the inclination and 
power to follow bis glorious example. 

NEW YOEK BOWISa TO VIBGISIA. 

The conduct of Gov. Bouck is looked upon as a base bow^ 
ing of the State of New York to alaveholding, despotic Yiiv 
ginia. The craven conduct of Bouck will ruin bis repntatioa 
in all coming time — the unmanliueas of submitting on one 
knees to Vir^ia, while she holds an unoonatitntional law 
over our heads, and the heads of all the navigators of onr 
ships, compelling ua New-Yorkers, every time one of our 
ships touches her coasts, to pay tlO of tri&ute money, and 
give bonds that we will not steal negroes while on her coasts^ 
or in her waters. Bouck seeks this moment of our d^rad^ 
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tien to moke te play tbe Bpaniel, 4od Hek the foet of out nuw- 
tera by teUing thenl that we wfll' repeal our Jury Trisl LaWi 
the bulwark of liberty, and pass arNine Mouth law over 
again, so that yii^i;iiiia may britiff, work, Aire, whip aad fitter 
her elavea on our soil aine months at a time, io one year. 
Oh I degraded New York I Ob, most New York bend her 
gallant Empire head, while women-whipping Vir^ia puts 
the yoke on our degraded necks, and keys the bow t 

I returned from this last jonmey wont down, and all but 
nek, but feel to-day as though I might stiU work for the hdpUsi. 

■ A. CLEBOTUAJT UpaOLDTNG BLATSBT. 

Another of the most prominent of the clergy fell into a 
passion, and very earnestly asserted that *' Slavery was a 
Bible institution, and its use was proper like any other 
institution, and its abuse was the only thing that was 
wrong," — as the relation of husband and wife was a very 
good relation, but the husband may aba^e the wife — that 
abuse is wrong. Oh! my countrymen, when such miserable 
men crawl into the pulpits, to insult God, and the Christian 
religion, and become teachers of the road, not to heaven, 
what can you eipect but all manner of corruption and deg^ 
neracy m the public mind? What terrible reaponsibiJity 
most lie on that man who charges atheistically on the' great 
and good pod of the Universe, the horrible crime of slavery? 
A crime which unites within itself all crimes, which expunges 
the decalogue, and insults and treads under foot the divine 
Tirtnea of Christ, and strips the Christian religion of every 
beauty, and charges on the deity the crime of giving one half 
of his children to be used as slaves by the others. If the 
&tber often sons were to give the five youngest to be slaves 
of the five oldest, in the county of Oneida, every man, wo- 
aun and child, for one hundred miles around, would ay 
raoDBter I monster ! I monster 1 1 1 Monster, wonld be writ- 
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t« oa hit feaoe, Ins hotue, his boni, if men darsd eoma m 
neir hiiiL lliia nun would "be ani^Md to be ft cennectii^ 
link betnreeD Judas bowiot ind Beelzflbnb. Ym, he would 
oeoupy tlie seat of profewor of moral dtipxKvity I Ha would 
be coomdeied t^ imperscoufication of the extinct and f<H<- 
gotten depravities of Sodom and Ckimorrah, embellished 
with all the acqmaititma of modem crime. 

oBiais i^D OHiacT OF cOHBnrunoiTs, 
The difibrent States of this B^ablio are the only ones 
who date their poUticol eziatence iirom the adoption of 
written coDBtitntions. The beginning of the nadims of 
Europe, reaching far beyond the era of printing, is generaU}* 
lost in the mists hanging over distant pmods of time, if not 
absolutely concealed in the darkness of an impeneta'able nnti- 
qoity. Fable and mythology, as to the origin of many of the 
nodoDS of Europe, oonstitnte much the larger share of thrar 
history ; and oonjeotnre, at last, amidst the conflicts of tra- 
dition, is the strongest light we can bring to bear t^tm tb» 
night of distant years. 

The constitutions of the States of titis Repnblio are among 
the most angiut and oertain of hnman memorials, or national 
records ; existing in thousaads of forms, and in tens of thoo- 
sands of places, being each bnt a diq>licate of the sacred ori- 
jpnal. The constitntioss of the diflerent nati<ms of Em-<^ 
seem to be a saceeBdon oi lost rights, recoTered at difierent 
points c^ tune ; and in some great state emergeooy, by insor- 
rectitm, or rerolation, have been extorted &om the &ars or 
neoesaitieB of the mling prince. These socoessive recoveries 
in many of the kingdoms of Europe, go by the nama of the 
constitaticKis of their oonntries, which are more properiy 
BubversioDB of some anoient despotism, than oonstitatiwis. 

But the Constitntion of these B^rablies, both State and 
national, were formed for the mntnid protection and defeaoe 
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{)f iha perMXu, Hbertias, luid property of the people ; not 
earring these immuitities out of tlie despotic power lodged 
in the hands of some weak prisoe, but aimply i^eeing how 
to wnploy the great inheritanoe giTen them by the King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, for the defenoe and protection of 
each one, in the eujoymeiit of his natural rights ^ven to each 
one hy his creator. The distinctive oharaoter of the Ame- 
rican oonHtitations, is this, that a State Constitution is a 
covenant or ^reement of the entire persons of the State, 
Tith each person, as an individna], to protect and defend him 
or her in their natural and acquired rights, while each indivi- 
dual covenants and agrees to snatain, vrith his person and 
estate, the commonwealth. Or in other words, a constitn- 
tion for -a State or tiie nation, is a covenant of the whole 
people with each person, and of each perstm witli the whole 
people. A constitution is the most solemn expreesion of human 
weakness, and of raugle person's inahility to protect and de- 
fend themselves from the avarice, cruelty, and violence of 
others, therefore, the whole confederate with each, and each 
-with the whole, to secure the enjoyment of our Ood-inherited 
rights. Constitntitms are formed to protect natural rights, 
not to create them. Every man has a right to pursue his 
own happiness, in whatever way he pleases, nnless it violates 
his obligations to Ood, or the rights of his fellow-man. 

It is the.great mistake of many, to suppose, a constitution 
oan, or does form the aouree of onr natnral rights, and that 
we derive the tight to life, liber^, imd the pursuit of happi- 
ness, from our constitutions. We do not derive onr title to 
oar &Tms from the fences which surround them, but from 
deeds and patents, originating in tlie sapreme power of the 
State ; so oar constitutions, both State and national, are. so 
many walls of defence around our natural rights, which we 
hold by a deed, patent fi«m the Almighty. No man is capa- 
Ue for lumsel^ or far another, to enter into a compact or a 
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constitatioa, to fin-ego, sacrifice, or Burrender up, wiale in a 
st&te of innocence, his natural rights to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness. Can &dj man Iwlieve a man vonld 
concur in mf^dng a constitution, vhich not only refuses to 
protect his nataral rights to life, liberty, property, and the 
pursuit of happiness, bnt absolutely annihilates those rights 
— yes, instead of obtaining protection for his natural rights, 
he conies fortrard, as some argne,Bnd ^rees he has do natn- 
ral rights, and that they are extinguished. Where is the 
man on the wide earth, who was ever found so ont of Iotb 
Trith himself and his posterity, and so devoid of reason, as to 
consent, in person, or clothe a delegate with power, in making 
the fence aronnd his farm for his protection, finally to agree, 
that his title-deeds to his farm should be torn np and de- 
stroyed, and that he and Ms iamily might be turned head- 
long into the street, ^d his house and bam be bnmt to the 



If no man ever exercised in person or by delegate the 
power of selfeztinction, in making a constitution, where was 
that power acquired in a constitution, which is an agreement 
of the whole with each, and each with the whole, to destroy 
human rights and blot out the manhood of our race, instead 
of nourishing and defending man's natural rights? If slavery 
crept into the Constitution of the United States (which !s 
denied), by what possible means, unless by the most melan- 
choly insanity? 

Shall it be said, that part of the people, a minority, instead 
of wishing protection for their natural rights, concluded that 
their share under this Constitution, should be a perpetual 
power on the part of the majority of the great national 
brotherhood, to extinguish the natural rights of the minority, 
and make them and their posterity slaves and chattels, in'^ 
time, and all that they, the minority asked, was, that thil 
great compromise might he kept inviolable, in all coming 
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ages, as the Icey-ctone of the ftderal arch P This is Bublime 
alisiiidity. But where, how, or when, was the powet for the 
creation aod adoption of the federal Constitntion -gained, ex- 
cept l^ the consent in person, or through delegates freely 
elected ? Who ever heard of a consthntion founded on this 
continent for the degtcuotion of human rights and the blast- 
ing of human hopes ? 

No doabt a charter party might have been entered into to 
prosecute and carry on piracy and man-stealing to and from 
the ill-fated continent of Afiica, for a single year, oi a single 
Toy^e ; bat in what land of civilization, has it ever reached 
our ears, that a great nation ever met to form a conatitatloii 
for the protection of the majority, and for the perpetual de- 
Btmction of the mincmty P 

The Tery idea of a constitution implies, that those for 
whom it is made are to gain thereby, and not become losers I 
A constitution is to create a national or state partnership ; in 
wMch the partners are all equal; each brings tile same 
amount of capital for the public weal, each brings the same 
right to be protected ; the life, liberty and pursuit of happi- 
ness of eT«ry one, is, in the eye of the Constitution, equal to 
that of any other. But according to the theory and practice 
of the slaveholders and pro-alarery parties of this land, after 
five-sixths of the population come up to create and adopt the 
Constitution, pointing out the great self-evident rights eadt 
wished more securely to be protected, by this Constitution, 
the last sixth of the people arrived and declared themselves 
equally anxious for the adoption of this Constitntion, in order 
constitutionally to disposaess themselves of their natural 
rights, and get rid of their heaven-inherited legacy of life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness, and wished the same 
instrument, which brought protection, life and liberty to the 
five-sixths, might by construction and interpretation of the 
same instrument, when applied to the last sixth, be oonstmed 
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■o as to fltrip them c^ all protection, and their natural rights, 
and make them Blavea, chatteln «]d oatlnwe forever. 

Bat alavehoidera and their apologists can find no more 
Rnbnantial gronada on which to place this mighty pl&tform 
of human i^hts, thaa the foregoing absorditiea. 
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AII0L1TIOI.1STS, THE BALANCE-POWEE PAKTT. 

The reviewer says, "Abolition has certMnly grown now 
into an important political &ct." Again he saye, " it is not 
to be denied that at the late election, partly from aooidental 
dxcumstances, and partly from its own strength, yet still 
practically as a fact, it has been able to hold, quivering in its 
own mad hand, the balance of power between the two great 
parties of the country." The reviewer then asserts that the 
Abolitionists of the State of Kew York held the Presi- 
dential election in their hands, and the control of the elec- 
tions and political power of the Empire State, and had power 
to have given these rich piizes of human ambition to either 
side they had seen fit. He then inquires, "has it come to 
this? Has Abolitionism held in its power the arbiti'ament 
of this great national issue ?" He says, " political abolition 
is no joke. It is a something, though it be only a wild bull 
loose in the streets." Again he says, " we cannot refuse to 
con&SB how narrowly we have escaped being fatally gored 
by iu horn. Should we have escaped if Mr. Clay had not 
published his Alabama pro-Texas letter ?" Taking the admis- 
uons of this literary organ and distinguished mouth-pieoe 
of the great conquering plurality and minority of the twenty 
milhons flushed with an unexpected victory, big with 
buoyant exultation, reposing in the banqaeting-house, amidst 
the roaring of cannon and the shouts of multitudes, about 
IS «• 
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to wield the deatinieB of the great nation of the nev 
tforld for IiHig years to come — to them, for good or for 
evil, the mighty power of the RepnUic, with its vast req>oii> 
sibilities, is vouchsafed. Still this same trimnphant party, in 
the moment of their wonderful success, admit that the 
Liberty party Abolitionists might have sent them into a 
polar winter's night of political ostracism, where they might 
have had an abundance of time to have made an inventory 
of dior losses, and have compUed their criminating statistics, 
revealing the sources of their disasters, and the causes of 
their overthrow by force of the great gorings, and the un- 
speakable and prodigious roarings of that tremendovg Aboli- 
tion buU of ISii. 

Let us pause, and for one moment examine, by the light of 
the foregoing admissions of this distinguished professor of 
elemental Democracy, as to the fact. What other balance- 
power party has ever been found before, in this nation or in 
any other, which pursued such a course for its own exalted 
object, in unshaken neutrality, spuming the golden bribe 
laid at its feet, refusing by a tranefer of its numbers to ^ther 
ude to win, by its preponderance, the casting vote of an 
empire's power? While two great parties sought power, for 
the honor and profit of its exercise, limiting its blessings to 
the Anglo-Saxon caste, a third party refused its acceptance 
without sharing it with every human being of the repubho, 
high or low, bond or free, rich or poor, ignorant or learned, 
determining thereby in the end to overthrow slavery, and 
exalt men to that level where the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence left them. 

DEMOCRATIC FR0FS3SION AND PBACTICB. 

What but tlie consciousness of patriotism conld have in- 
fluenced the Liberty party Abolitionists, and sustained them 
amidst dangers so threatening, temptations so flattering, 
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opporition ao OTerwhelming P Where ia the caee Ijiown in 
otir ftimala of & party refusing homage and empire ; yes all 
that could fascinate the mlgar, or charm the refined, excite 
the selfish or stimulate the generons ; for the amhitioas there 
was place ; for the sordid there was gold ; and the caresses 
of snccesB might have sainted the buzzas of millioDB m the 
pride of conqnest. 

Yes, the Liberty party was firm in occnpying its nnchange- 
able position, taken on the first of April, 1840, by which it re- 
fused to give ft vote for a slaveholder, or his apologist, from con- 
Stable to President, Although near two-thirds of their mini- 
bera were gentlemen from the Whig ranks, and were keenly 
sen^ble that in the last ten years they had received injuries 
from the Democratic party, which for magnitude and mean- 
ness had no parallel; the chronicles of man's history may be 
searched in vain through centuries before the seeker of 
tinith would have found the same amonnt of servility sub- 
mitted to, by so large a mnnber of human beings, since the 
dawn of civilization in any ten years of a nation's life, ancient 
or modern, for so small consideration as has satisfied the 
Democratic party of the United States to be false to hcrseU^ 
nnfiuthful to her age, and derelict to every abstraction of 
belief she professed, as if it was her chief joy to place an 
impassable gulf between practice and profession, and that her 
works should prosecnte a ceaseless war npon her fiuth. 

The Prewdent, on the 4th of March, 1837, in his inaugoral 
address, when taking upon himself the official oath — Heaven's 
sanction for Earth's performance — swearing by the retribn- 
tion of that great day, when president and people, governors 
and governed, slaves and masters, should each stand alone, 
to answer for himself before Omniscient Justice, yet, in such 
an hour of time, he promises, in effect, to violate the Consti- 
tution, and veto ai^ bill that might be passed for the eman- 
cipation of slaves in the District of Columbia. 
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This was th« boldest crinuB&Uty-m attempt, thia was 
BOcrilege of the high priest in the temple, and h^h treason in 
the coronation oath ; he abjared man in distress, and fore- 
swore our common hnmanity and made the Constitntion 
and American institations, so &r as president contd make 
them, by his fiat alone, a cow-hide oligarchy, and the will 
of the ten millions of the Korth, and the non-slaTeholding 
white millions of the South, was paralyzed, and the slave- 
holding u^ose henceforth was the goYemment, and the title 
deeds to the blood-purchased insititatlons of our ancestors 
were not worth the epace they occupied, or the paper and 
parchment on which they were written. 



If we must always make war on what we profess, would to 
heaven, onr political theories conld be reversed, and that onr 
abstractions were, nniversal inequality, and that man had the 
abstract right to enslave and imbrnte his fellow-man, that 
snperior bmte force was the great rule of right, and that the 
strong might do what they pleased to the weak. 

DEM0CEAT8 BOCCUHB TO SOUTHBEN THSXATS. 

In ten thousand ways, for the last ten years, the Northern 
democracy, until this winter, bowed, with the submissive* 
ness of the scourged slave, at the crack of the whip, to the 
every command of the haughty slaveholder, with tie ever- 
lasting threat in their mouths : " flinch, in stabbing liberty 
here, or liberty there ; or the eiecntioner, with hia basket of 
sawdust, shall move before you, and when you look again 
you shall behold the headless trunk of Martin, the supple." 
Will not such fearful menaces he the best-apology the Demo- 
cratic party can ofler to the impartial historian, when the 
record of man's accountability to man shall be unrolled f 
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blavehy's deceit. 

If the sbiTeboIders had not cheated their dupes, at last, it 

voold hare been an iaoonfilstencf of conduct which criti- 

ciBtn itself has never been able to discover or fasten on their 

peculiar institutions. 



Neither party pretended it came within the scope of their 
commissions, to reduce our American abstractions to prac- 
tice. Though it ia not denied, that either of the two great 
parties had an immense amount of fancy stock in abstrac- 
tions, sufficient, if the capital was but pud in, to cleanse the 
terraqueous globe from all crime, wrong or impropriety, 
which have disgraced the annnls of man. 

SERVIUTT OF THB DKM0CEAT8. 

We cannot hope to impress men who are so well satisfied 
with the objectless victory, lately obt^ed by the democratic 
party, ail the editor of the "Democratic Review" is — who 
regard government as a job, made for the benefit of its ad- 
ministrators, who could conceive no higher object in making 
a canal, than to be the ezcavating contractors and its lock 
tenders, nor any higher motive for building a turnpike, than 
the chance of erecting the gate house, or being toll collector. 
It may be matter of regret, that men, who so poorly appreci- 
ate the end and object of a Kepublican government, should 
be intrusted with its control, still we may pity them, in their 
success, as time lost to their race, during their power ; but as 
a party they have long been bent double in a shameless and 
craven posture, before the slave power, awaiting the shaking 
of the crumb doth ; charity therefore, compels us to admit, 
that the rigidity of their muscles will not bear an instanta- 
neous perpendicularity of the body — ^from the horizontal to 
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the recdlmear eztenuon of the tendons, and therefore ve fear 
that years muBt pass before they can look tJie zenith in ita 
face. And you have bowed and cast your modest eyes to 
the ground, as yoar masters from these States spumed peti- 
tions for enslaved men ; reviled free labor instituUiMU, 
declared slavery the chief comer atone of a Bepablic, and per- 
mitted their twenty-three slave counted three-fifth represent- 
atives ever and anon to pull your beards, and threaten the 
diesolntion of the Union, and you said " sweet masters, oh I 
do not," and trembled. 

Has not the Democratic party, by the command of their 
masters, for twelve years gone by, until the repeal of the 
25th Rule — at all times and on all occasions, stood in the cen- 
tre of the path, with a drawn sword, facing and obstructing 
every movement of humanity, for the amelioration of the free 
colored man, the emancipation of the slave, or the rescue of 
free labor institutions, from the indignities of slaveholders ? 

The Liberty party go for the Constitution unchanged, as 
the great palladium of human liberty. We go for the entire 
Union, slavery in, or slavery out, Texas in or Texas owf ; 
we will never give up one inch of the soil of onr stupendone 
republic, to unmanly compromise, but will contend at the 
ballot box, with rendered reasons in our votes, and argu- 
ments in onr months, made of justice and of truth, to^y, t(h 
morrow and to our lives* ends ; and leave the bequest to our 
children, to purify the pilgrim land of the New World from 
slavery and make this land the theatre for accompHshing the 
desire of nations, by rtuaing man through justice and know- 
ledge to the snmmit level of man's glorious capabilities. Mr. 
Reviewer, is this madness which alarms, injustice that 
startles, innovation that terrifies, or sacrilege which profanes, 
in the organization of a party whose elements are jostice to 
all, mercy to all, protection to all, education for all, wages 
for all, toleration to aQ ; none so strong as to be above tht 
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lav, none so weak as to &11 below its succor. Just and eqnal 
lav shall be eyes to the blind, ears to the deaf, feet to the 
lame, its atmosphere shall brace the strong man in his jour- 
ney and be respired by the infant in its cradle, and vindicate 
its supremacy over the assassin's knife, assert its majesty 
over the madness of the mob, and hear the lowest note of 
insulted hamauity. 

ABSTBACT ABOLinOir. 

But the Democratic reviewer says, the Liberty party haa 
committed great mistakes, and says " he has no reference to 
the genera! question pro or con, of the Abolition of slavery," 
he says " Abolition and Abolitionism are two wholly distinct 
things," and that many look with favor on the former who 
are firmly opposed to the latter. 

He says, we ought to hate slavery and lo'^e the slave- 
holder ; and that this is the great and capital mistake of the 
Liberty party. He understands Abolition — hatred of slavery^ 
in the abstract — to be one thing, while Abolitionism is a 
sincere opposition to slavery and its supporters, taking active 
means for its overthrow, and a very different thing. This 
latter sort shocks our Democratic reviewer. This distinc- 
tion is not so ori^al, as to entitle him to a patent for its 
discovery. But aa here lies the great mistake of these " one 
idea" men, it may be well to festen our attention to it. The 
reviewer's proposition, in Democratic English is this, abstract 
Abolition la a hatred of abstract slavery, without attempting 
immediately, or remotely, to give liberty to a single slave ; 
that is prime Abolition, in his opinion, such as will pass current, 
with the reviewer, and even the slaveholders themselves. Ho 
assures us, many slaveholders entertain great respect for 
Abolition of this type, and therefore the reviewer seems to 
admit that this kind or sort must be correct. But Abolition' 
um, wbioh fonns associations, applies hard arguments, strong 

D,gn,-.rihyGOOgle 



416 ALVAN BTRWJkBT. 

reosona, for immediate eman<»patioii, and naea the bdkrt-box, 
and all coDatitutional power, to make itself felt for the oTer- 
throw of this terrible sin, this is outright fanaticism and tH 
wrong. The reriewer'a Abolition ia to think right bnt do 
nothing. To illustrate his position, it is like this ; My inno- 
cent friend has unjustly been torn from me, and immured in 
a dungeon, and the reviewer's doctrine is, I may think my 
fiiend wau unjustly imprisoned and ought to be oat ; but says 
one, *' why do you not apply for s writ of Habeas Corpus 
and have yonr friend bronght up before the judge, and dis- 
charged f" But I reply, " how dare yon give me such mad 
and fanatic^ advice ? You talk like a modem Abolitionist. 
Do yon not know, sir, that there is the breadth of the earth's 
diameter between believing ray friend is wrongfolly impri- 
soned, and the taking the first ttep for his deliverance ? Sir, 
you are demented ^ I will not take one measure for bis dia- 
cbarge, be may lie and rot there, and the ants may carry his 
mortal remains through the keyhoh of his dungeon before 
I move in the matter. I am as much opposed to his being in 
the dnngeon as any man alive, and there my duty ends." 
Abolitionists not having the faculty to love slaveholders and 
hale slavery, the reviewer says, is our great mistake. A man 
has a daughter kidnapped and enslaved in a brick yard, she 
is compelledby the power of the lash, amidst tears and blood, 
to make brick. A neighbor hears the &ther of the poor 
captive calling the enslaver of bis child a robber, a thief, a 
fiend, an incarnate' devil. " Hnsh 1" says the neighbor to the 
fether, "yon may curse the enslaving of yonr child as an od- 
straction, but you mast entertain nothing but love and res- 
pect for her enslaver ; he, the enslaver of your child, is an 
hospitable, chivalrous fellow, generous as a prince in his house, 
keeps the beat pack of hounds, the finest stud of blood and 
racehorses, of any man in the country ; and jast please to 
remember, there are forty lEkthsrs and mothers whose aons 
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and daughters are toiling with yonr daughter, in the Bame 
brick yard, whose children he took and carried off with yonr 
daughter; and, i^^, it is the peculiar institution and the 
peculiar mode of making brick adopted by this gentleman." 
Says the neighbor, "condemn ein and not the sinner, slavery 
but not the slaveholder." " Ah !" says the agonized father, 
" was there ever sin without a sinner, or slavery without a 
slaveholder ?" If our Democratic reviewer's ideas of moral 
responsibility are right, the whole world ia wrong; he vir- 
tually says, " Hang the murder, and let the murderer most 
affectionately go &ee; moat lovingly discharge the horse- 
thief, and send grand larceny to the State prison ; set free 
with a kisB the midnight burglar, and send his indictment for 
burglary to the penitentiary; the house-burner we should 
emJirace with great endearments, but stretch his arson on the 
gibbet,** If this is so, society has made a grand mistake, in 
erecting penitentiaries, jails, dungeona and castlca, where the 
oriminals they confine should have never been, hut rather 
should have been cheered by loving smiles, have moved as 
the ilile of the grand and fashionable world— the true beau 
monde of high-minded eccentricities. Then let all the ab- 
stract crimes of this world of ours be forever hung, burnt, 
cropped, whijq>ed and imprisoned in some lady^a thimble, 
which would bold it all (loiiA rooms to let), and let this thim- 
ble stand OB some Jesuit's table, warning the generations of 
men, as they come and go, that the true road to the love and 
affections of mankind is in the conunission of the highest 
crimes, and that the everlasting writhings of these unpardoned 
abstractions of criminality, in the thimble, stand as in bold 
relief to vindicate the justice of this world in condemning 
crimes, and loving criminals. 

BB-CESSIOir OF THE 10 U1I.ES 8QDABB. 

AAex expressing great distress, on the part of the Re- 
18* 
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viewer, at Mr. Calhoon's having nataonaliied slaToiy apjft- 
stripped it of all locality, aa an iuatitutioa, he fears a tremeD- 
dooB eruption of the Northern AboUtioniBtB, into the houses 
of Congreea, by petitions to abolish slavery in the Dietrict and 
the internal slave trade, at the next session of Congress, and 
to get rid of such fearful injuriea to the Democratic party, 
asd the liberties of this nation, he oomes out with his grand 
Panacea^ to arrest our Vandal career, that is, by ceding 
back the ten miles square to the States of Virginia and Mary- 
land, and thus preserve the unspeakable blessings of slavery, 
and the alsve trade, as State institations, which can no longer 
be defended as national ones. This is all the great Demo- 
cratic party, in the hours of its transports at its snecess, can 
imdertake to do, for the cause of human liberty, and the ele- 
vation of the masses in the new world I The world is hkely 
thereby, to be involved in a debt of gratitude, so overwhehn- 
ing in amount, that insolvency will be the only mode of meet- 
ing the interest, and tepadiation of discharging the principal. 

THE PBOSPSCIB OP UBEBTT. 1846. 

Some very jadicioas and prodmt Uberty-men, hope and be- 
lieve that the coming winter will open a new drama flattering 
in character, anspidous with new-bom hopes, in revealing to 
us lat^e accessions to the army of liberty, recruited &om 
the ranks of the thinking and considerate, who will forever 
forswear all allegiance to that baleful and mysterious power, 
exercised by the slaveholders from the foundations of the 
Republic, to uphold Southern slavery and destn^ Kortbera 
freedom. This hope is borne up in the arms of the "Wllmot 
Proviso, by which men oonld manifest the exact amount of 
abhorrence each one entertained agaioat slavery, in the 
most abstract sense of language, without stopping to conu- 
der the effect of the Constitntion of the Union, State legial»- 
tion or implied or express compromises. 
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Such an hour aod such a day it wae believed had come, 
vhrn the timid might safely be brave, the weak become 
Btrosg, when casuistry would lie speechless before frankness, 
and double dealing woold be anperseded by simplicity, and 
truth would walk over the field without aa antagonist, while 
the powers of inhumanity would be tongue-tied from inability 
to reply to these great aphorisms, that a man is a man the 
world OTOT, and while imiocent has always a better right to 
his own body than any other perion within the limits of the 
Tuiverse. It would seem that the noble proviso of Wilmot 
most bring the mind of man to stand in front of the full blaze 
of the light of Nature and there behold man as he comes from 
his Creator, before he is ever injured hy cmelty or appropri- 
ated by avarice, No legislative conscience-plasters are here 
spread over the question, to impair the natnral sensibilities 
of the human mind. 

TEtB LAWS UADB THB SCArE-OOAT. 

All legislation by which one man's liberty is taken from him 
and given to another, as a matter of advantage, is nothing 
bnt an attempt of the body politic to take the responsibility 
of the sin, which it is supposed cotdd not be borne by the 
slaveholder, as an individual. Sad would have been the con- 
dition of the slaveholder, had he not converted his private 
iniquity into a law, and the slaveholding commmiity aggre- 
gated and yoked together the most horrible and frightfid of 
individual wrongs and outrides ever put forth by man against 
man, and then breathed into those atrocities the breath of 
law and called them legal and peculiar institutions. Thus 
the bold ruffians who laid the foundations of slavery in 
blood, by force of the pistol, the rifle, the bloodhound and 
the chain, instead of making the personal might of their own 
bloody arms the only tenure by which their supremacy was 
proclaimed over thdr man, came together in legislative 
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assemblies, uid asked the State to become their champion 
and vear their fearM faonora, and under tJie idea of organic 
sin, to become the scape-goat to bear into the wilderness 
transgresaions too heavy for men, as individnals, to bear. 
Thus when conscience cried agunat the crime, when the 
fitones of the street unlocked their marble jaws and cried 
"shame" and "murder," the individnal might point to the 
statute book and say, '^ there is the sinner; I am holy; a 
law-honoring man. Let the wrath of the Eternal, and of all 
good men, be poured out on the session laws of Sonth Caro- 
lina, but never, oh 1 never let them impute wrong to those 
who oall in the ud of those statute laws." 

Let this logic prevail, and the wicked men of a State may 
repeal every law of Heaven, and set the Eternal at defiance, 
and at the day of judgment plead in h&r of God's law the 
lesion laws of South Carolina. And if the plea is good 
for this world, as an organic sin-plea, it will be a perfect bar 
to accountability in the next. For what is right and availa- 
ble in the eye of moral justice in this transitory world, will 
be so when the sun and moon sh^ set to rise no more. Yes, 
when the judgment day shall have come and gone. Tea, and 
forever. That which waa right here, wiU never be wrong in 
the revolving drdes of eternity. MifffU is a straight line 
rmining through time and eternity. Mas can never cro<dc it. 
It ia a line surveyed by tlie Almighty. 
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[MPENDING CRISIS 



THE SOUTH: 

HOW^ TO MEET IT. 

BY H. R. HELPER, 

J HantUome 12nia. viilume of HOpagtt. Fritt $1 W. 

Ftom J/ait. Wiatan B, Stuvird. 
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ENTS WANTED 



AT.T, PABTS OF THE COUNTR"? 



To engage at once in the sale of our Booka. We have 
just removed our Publishing House to the New PakK 
BciLDiNa (No. 146 Nassau Street), and are now pro- 
pared to fill all orders promptly. 

ACTIVE AGENTS 

OAS lUEB 

From CSb to $100 per month, net prtj&tB, 

in the sale of our Books. Even $200 per month bavi 
IBBK HADE bj experienced Agents. 

We offer none but live books, and give liberal termtf 
to Agents. 

ira SBLL FOB CASH QNI.7 

Send for our Descriptire Catalogue with terms to 
Agents. 

AddTMi. A. B. B0IU3IOK, FnUUiher, 

us VAaUV VFBIIT, NXW TME, 
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